Teenagers and Social Media
What is social media?
There are many definitions of the term “social media” floating around the Internet. While social media is used heavily for marketing, the definition offered by Ron Jones of Search Engine Watch captures what kids are using social networking sites for.

Jones defines social media as “essentially a category of online media where people are talking, participating, sharing, networking, and bookmarking online. Most social media services encourage discussion, feedback, voting, comments, and sharing of information from all interested parties.”

As Jones points out, social media is a two-way conversation that allows people to stay “connected or linked to other sites, resources, and people.” The key words for teenagers being “stay connected.”
Online time
Though it would be difficult to measure exactly how much time children are spending online, surveys have gathered a considerable amount of information about kids’ online habits.

Norton Online Family Report (2010)
· 2,800 children aged eight to 17 and 7,000 parents in 14 countries surveyed

· 1.6 hours a day on average spent online

· 48 percent of kids surveyed believed they spent too much time on the Internet

Roiworld’s Teens & Social Networks Study (June 2010)
· 600 13- to 17-year-old boys and girls in the US surveyed

· 2 hours and 20 minutes a day on average spent online

· 80 percent of their time online is spent on a social networking site

Where do kids hang out?
· 90 percent of teenagers say they’ve created an online profile for at least one social networking site

· Facebook and YouTube are the ones most popularly frequented by teens

· 93 percent of Canadian kids hang out online to play games

Who’s being social?
According to a survey conducted by Amanda Lenhart of the Pew Research Center in 2009, age and gender are factors in determining whether teens have an online social media profile.

· 86 percent of 15- to 17-year-old girls

· 69 percent of 15- to 17-year-old boys

· 38 percent of 12- to 14-year-olds

How do teens communicate?
· 51 percent of teens who own cellphones use them as their main type of communication

· 42 percent of teens who use social networking sites send daily messages through a site such as Facebook
	SOCIAL NETWORK SITE
	URL
	MAIN ACTIVITIES

	facebook
	facebook.com
	creating profiles, sharing photos and videos, and online chatting

	you tube
	youtube.com
	uploading, sharing, and viewing videos

	twitter
	twitter.com
	creating and posting 140-character messages called “tweets”

	instagram
	instagram.com
	photo and video sharing on variety of social networking services 
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