
SELECT GENERAL RULES AND EXCEPTIONS 
(Revised July 20, 2016) 

The Dragon Youth Baseball (DYB) Select Baseball Program offers players ages 7 to 14, 

three levels of competitive select baseball: AA, AAA and Major. The DYB aims to provide 
players a platform to improve and progress through the advancing levels of select 
baseball and into high school competition by offering: 

 Competition with neighboring youth baseball association “Select” teams and area 
Club Teams 

 Experienced youth baseball coaches 
 Competitive teams at each Select Level 
 Participation in the Texas Elite Baseball Association (“TEBA”) providing the 

opportunity to play against neighboring Youth baseball associations and playing 
home games at Bicentennial Park. 

 Priority access to the City of Southlake’s baseball practice facilities and game fields 
 

A. Select Baseball Participation 
 

1. Select baseball is a highly competitive level of competition designed for the most 

dedicated and serious baseball players. Select baseball has a rigorous schedule of 
weeknight and weekend practices, regular season games, and post season 

tournaments.  
 

2. Select is designed for the best players who are interested in committing to playing 

baseball during the spring and summer.  During the spring and summer seasons, 
it is expected the player will be available for all practices and games.  Participation 

in other sports may preclude playing on a Select team.  Players must obtain the 
Select team’s coach approval for participation in alternative sports prior to joining 
a Select Team.  

 
3. DYB “AA” Select Teams will be required to play in the Texas Elite Baseball 

Association (“TEBA”) during the spring.  DYB “AAA” and “Major” Select Teams are 
encouraged to play in TEBA, but are permitted to play in alternate leagues and/or 
tournaments with the DYB Select commissioner approval. 

 
4. Travel is a requirement of playing on a Select Team.  Only a fraction of games will 

be played at Bicentennial Park. TEBA away games will be played at various parks 
in the DFW area, both on weeknights and weekends. During the summer, many 
teams play in tournaments requiring travel outside of the DFW area and 

sometimes outside of Texas (such as to Omaha and/or Cooperstown).  During 
summers, Select teams may play games during weekdays depending on the 

tournament schedule.  Parents should plan family vacations and other events in 
consideration of the commitment of a player to attend all practices and games. 
Missing of games, practices and/or team events is grounds for dismissal.      

 
5. Parents will be required to make significant financial contributions to the Select 

coach in order for the team to purchase uniforms and equipment, enter 
tournaments, provide for indoor practice facilities, pay for team events and, in 
some cases, paid coaching instruction.  This financial commitment can run from 
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$1,000 to $3,000 per player per season above and beyond the DYB Select Player 
registration fee.   

 
6. THE DYB SELECT PLAYER REGISTRATION FEE DOES NOT INCLUDE TEAM 

COSTS AND PROVIDES FOR PLAYER INSURANCE, CITY USER FEES, DYB 
CAPITAL RESERVE FUND AND ACCESS TO CITY FIELDS FOR PRACTICE 
AND TEBA LEAGUE GAMES.  

 
7. Players not funding their share of Select Team expenses will not be allowed to 

participate in DYB leagues until they have fully paid their Select Team obligations.  
Due to the heavy financial obligations of each player to participate on a Select 
Team the DYB does not provide any financial assistance for a player to participate 

in Select.  The DYB does offer on a case by case basis financial assistance to those 
in need to play Recreational League baseball. 

 
8. Parents (or legal guardian) will be required to agree to a “Player Agreement” 

committing the player to play only for his Select team through the Select season 

which ends July 31st of each year.  Once executed, the player will not be allowed 
to play on another baseball team until the Player Agreement expires.  The Player 

Agreement is required to be completed online as part of the Select registration 
process. 

 
9. Select Baseball is ”Coach driven”.  This means the team’s head coach makes 

all the decisions with regards to player selection, positions, line-ups, playing time, 

tournaments, travel, practices, costs, uniforms, equipment, costs, team events, 
etc.  There is no requirement to have players bat in the line-up or play in the field.  

Playing time and positions are based on the Coach’s evaluation of his players and 
on who gives him the best chance of winning.  Rotation is not typically a part of 
Select baseball.       

 
10. PARENTS SHOULD INTERVIEW A SELECT COACH PRIOR TO 

ACCEPTING AN INVITATION TO JOIN A SELECT TEAM AND SIGNING THE 
PLAYER AGREEMENT.  Parents should understand the Coach’s philosophy with 
regards to playing time, positions and line-ups.  Parents should understand the 

Coach’s expectations with regards to attendance at practices and games, 
participating in alternate sports, and whether tournaments conflict with planned 

other activities including planned family vacations.  Finally, parents should ask 
about the financial commitment required to participate on the team.  A full 
understanding of these issues is recommended prior to agreeing to play on a 

Select team.   
 

B. Select Head Coaches 
 

1. Potential Select coaches are required to submit the online Coach Application and 

agree to a background check by the date and time chosen by the Board (usually in 
mid-July). The date will be posted on the DYB website.  The coach should also 

submit as part of the application any assistant coaches and those players expected 
to form the nucleus of the Select team.  Typically, Select Coaches have 
successfully coached in the DYB at the Grapefruit level and have coached at least 

one summer DYB All-Star team.   
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2. The DYB Coach Selection Committee (“Committee”) is comprised of the Select 
commissioner, the assistant Select commissioner (if any) and the executive 

committee of the DYB board.   
 

3. The Committee considers the following to nominate Select coaches: baseball 
experience and knowledge, communication ability, sportsmanship, past treatment 
of umpires, past DYB or comparable coaching experience and the expectation the 

team can play competitively at the “AA” level.  The DYB approves only the head 
coach of a Select team.   

 
4. The Committee’s nomination of a Select head coach (“coach”) must be approved 

by a majority vote from the DYB board of directors.  The coach is elected for 1 full 

year and must field a spring and summer team and may field a fall team and/or 
practice during the fall.   

 
5. The coach serves at the pleasure of the DYB board of directors and, as such, can 

be removed as the head coach of the Select Team for any reason.   

 
6. The coach agrees to abide by the DYB’s Code of Ethics and will be held to a high 

level of sportsmanship, coaching ethics and honesty with his players and player 
parents.  Each coach shall agree to abide by the decisions of the DYB Board and 

shall cooperate with them in providing a wholesome recreational program for 
players. The coach shall maintain a positive rapport between the DYB Board and 
his team.  

 
7. The coach is responsible for selecting and utilizing his assistant coaches, as well as 

their conduct. The coach is accountable to the DYB board of directors.  Each coach 
is responsible for the conduct of his parents and coaches and can be disciplined for 
the conduct of his team’s parents and assistant coaches.  Likewise, the parents 

and assistant coaches are also held responsible for their respective 
actions/conduct and can be disciplined as well. 

 
8. If the coach or an assistant coach is ejected from a game, the coach must submit 

a written summary within 24 hours via email to the Select commissioner 

describing the reasons for the ejection.  The Select commissioner will discuss with 
the executive committee whether or not additional discipline is warranted, which 

may include additional suspensions or termination as a coach of the team. 
 

9. The DYB Select evaluation provides players an opportunity to be seen by the 

Select coaches even though there may not be spots currently on their team.  It is 
required for players to attend a DYB Select Evaluation, each Select coach will 

follow the DYB evaluation schedule, modified to the age and level as needed.  
Should a roster need modification, the Select coaches can hold an individual 
evaluation for a player later in the season. 

 
10.A coach may hold an individual team evaluation during the fall and/or spring in 

the event he needs additional players by notifying the Select commissioner after 
the completion of the league approved dates in late July and early August.  The 
evaluation dates will be posted on the DYB website. 
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11.Players asked to play for a Select team may choose to play or not play for that 
team.  All players are free agents until they execute a Select Player Agreement or 

are drafted to play on a DYB recreational league team.  Once players are drafted 
on a DYB recreational team, a Select coach may not select that player during the 

course of the recreational league play for that season (either fall or spring).  
Therefore, it is recommended that Select coaches complete team rosters and 
submit to the Select commissioner prior to the recreational league drafts which 

immediately follow the coach look.. 
 

12.The coach is required to submit a roster to the Select commissioner and his 
players must register online by the last DYB Spring or fall registration dates.  The 
roster will be subject to the review and approval of the Select commissioner, the 

executive committee and/or the DYB board of directors at the beginning of each 
season.   

 
13.The Select team roster submitted for play in tournaments and/or leagues must be 

the same as that provided and approved by the Select commissioner with the 

exception of a guest player.  Roster additions must be submitted to the Select 
commissioner for review and approval to ensure compliance with DYB rules.  The 

player must register online, make payment of the DYB Select registration fee, sign 
the medical release and agree to the Player Agreement prior to participating in 

practices or games.   
 

14.A “guest player” is a player who fills in on a “one-off basis” for a full time player 

due to scheduling conflicts, injury or illness.  A guest player is not a player who 
plays and practices with the team for an extended period of time.  Guest players 

who play in the DYB recreational leagues may not miss games or practices of their 
recreational league team to play with a Select team.  Players who will be playing 
with a team for an extended period of time are considered full time players and 

must be submitted for approved and register with the DYB in accordance with the 
procedures noted above. 

 
15.Coaches are not permitted to remove any player from a Select team roster 

without the prior and express approval of the Select commissioner, the executive 

committee and/or the entire DYB board of directors.   
 

16.It is the responsibility of the coach to ensure that his team and roster are fully 
compliant with the DYB General Rules and Exceptions and any other league or 
tournament rules in which the team chooses to play.  Coaches found using illegal 

players whether or not they are disciplined by leagues and/or tournaments will be 
subject to DYB discipline including termination as head coach.   

 
17.The coach is expected to be able to account for the team finances and, if 

requested, provide the DYB Board of Directors access to the necessary financial 

records to audit team revenues and expenses. 
 

18.The coach (or an assistant) is required to attend the Coaches Clinic and Rules 
Clinic sponsored by DYB, and required clinics by other baseball associations, in 
which, the team participates including TEBA. 
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C. Select Teams 
 

1. A DYB Select team must have a minimum of 10 players and a maximum of 13 
players.  Note most Select teams carry 10 or 11 players as opposed to area Club 

teams (which often have 15 or more players).  This increases the opportunity for 
players to play in the game and reduces time on the bench. Therefore, it is 
imperative that Select players be available for all team practices, games and 

events in order for the team to be successful. 
 

2. Generally, the DYB does not permit more than two Select teams from each age 
group beginning at age 8U.  The DYB Board may approve an 7U Select team but it 
is not encouraged.  The DYB does not approve formation of Select teams under 

7U.  
 

3. The DYB believes that players have the most fun and develop to their potential by 
playing at their own level of experience and capability.  As such the DYB requires 
that Select Teams, at a minimum, be competitive at the “AA” level.  Teams that 

are not competitive at the “AA” level may not be approved for the following Select 
year.  Competitive is at the sole discretion of the Select commissioner, the 

executive committee and the DYB board of directors.   
 

4. Select teams are governed by the DYB General Rules and Exceptions along with 
the rules provided by TEBA and/or other sanctioning organizations of the 
tournaments and/or leagues played in by the team.  

 

5. Select teams are required to maintain a minimum number of Southlake 

“residents” on a team as provided for below:   

 

Minimum Resident Roster Requirements 

Class AA AA AA AAA AAA AAA Major Major Major 

Roster Size 10 11 12+ 10 11 12+ 10 11 12+ 

8U 9 10 11 8 9 10 8 9 10 

9U 8 9 10 8 9 9 7 8 9 

10U 8 9 10 7 8 9 6 7 8 

11U 7 8 9 7 8 8 6 7 7 

12U 7 8 9 7 7 8 5 6 6 

13U 7 8 9 7 7 8 5 6 6 

14U 7 8 8 7 7 8 5 6 6 

15U/HS 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 
 

 

6. Southlake residency for purposes of meeting the requirements above include: 
those living within the City of Southlake (76092 zip code), players who attend a 

CISD/or Southlake private school and players whose parents teach and/or work in 
CISD schools.  Additionally, the DYB considers a player a Southlake resident if the 
player has participated in two years (i.e. four seasons) playing in DYB Recreational 

Leagues.  
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7. Select teams will be allowed to have a maximum of 2 players from the next lower 
age group on the roster and these players must be approved in advance by the 

Select Commissioner.  For example, a 12U team may have two players who are 
11U subject to approval. 

 
8. Select team names will be:  Southlake Dragons – ‘Last Name of Coach’.    For 

example, Southlake Dragons – Smith. 
 
D. Players 

 
1. Select Players must register online and pay the DYB Select Player registration fee 

by the last day of registration.  Select coaches will be given a team site for their 
players to register online which includes agreeing to the Player Agreement, signing 
the medical release and paying the applicable Select registration fee.   There is a 

non-resident fee of for those living outside the 76092 zip code and a late fee for 
those failing to register on time.   

 
2. In fall, the DYB permits Select teams to utilize a roster that may be different than 

their Spring/Summer roster in the interest of providing baseball to those players 

interested in a fall Select program.  Often, two or more Select teams combine to 
create a fall team.   

 
3. It is the sole discretion of the Select coach to select players for their Select roster 

based on the player’s skill set, game experience/ knowledge, attitude, 
commitment and the team’s need for positional players. 

 

4. If a player quits a Select Team after signing a Player Agreement, he may not join 
another Select team until the expiration of the Player Agreement (July 31st).  If he 

quits a Select team in the fall, he may play in the spring recreational league.  If a 
player quits a Select team in the spring, he may not play on a recreational team 
until the following fall season.   

 

5. If a player resigns, is dismissed, is injured, moves or otherwise cannot participate 

on the team, no refund of DYB registration fee will be returned to the departing 
player and the player remains responsible for his share of Select Team’s costs.  At 
the end of the Select year (July 31st), the player will be allowed to re-enter DYB 

activities in the fall of the same year (assuming all his financial obligations for the 
Select Team have been met). 

 
6. Players understand they will be placed on the Select Team’s official rosters with 

sanctioning organizations like USSSA, Super Series, etc.  As such, players are not 

permitted to play in an DYB league games, for any other Select team sanctioned 
by the DYB, or in tournament play for a team other than the Select team they are 

committed to without the prior approval of, and at the discretion of, their head 
coach.   

 

7. As the rules vary greatly by league and sanctioning organizations, head coaches 
granting permission for their players to guest play or seeking guest players must 

be careful to insure their rosters are legal and the use of guest players does not 
jeopardize the status of their teams for that particular league, tournament, or for 
qualification to future tournaments. DYB Coaches seeking guest players from other 
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teams should obtain the approval of the head coaches of those teams in advance 
of using these players. 

 
 

E. Sponsorships, Uniforms, Equipment, and Tournament Fees 
 

1. Sponsorship monies collected by the DYB Select Team will be designated directly 

to the team collecting the funds. All expenditures incurred by the Select Teams 
are subject to review by the DYB Board of Directors. 

 

2. Select teams will receive 2 dozen game balls, 2 dozen practice balls and 1 
scorebook per season.  Upon request, a Select team will be provided 1 standard 

equipment bag and set of equipment.  Select teams must make arrangements 
with the DYB Equipment Manager for balls and equipment. 

 
3. Select teams are responsible for the purchase their own team uniforms. The DYB 

will be responsible for providing the league approved uniform options; however 

sizing, ordering and purchasing any part of the uniforms for Select Teams will be 
team responsibility. 

 
4. Select teams will be responsible to pay their own entry and gate fees for any 

tournaments entered or leagues joined, and any travel expenses if applicable. The 
DYB will not be responsible for any expenses associated with Select team’s 
participation in tournaments or leagues. 

 


