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Board Meeting Minutes 
March 18, 2010, 7:00 pm 

 
Present: Russ Bessemer, Lee Christensen, Greg Fisher, Bryan Gruchow, Patrick 
Guenther, Steve Harvancik, Christine Johnston, Jim Neidhart, Jon Odorico, John Rice, 
Lynn Roemer, Marcia Szabados, Bob Tolly 
 
Absent: Cheryl Fanning 

1. Review and Approve - January Meeting Minutes  
The February 2010 OSA Board meeting minutes were approved with additional edits 
provided at the meeting from Jon Odorico. 

2. Director of Coaching report (Jon) 

Position discussion:   
Jared resigned his DOC position and is taking a college coaching position in the fall. 
Jared will continue coaching the U11 team. The Board felt that we should move 
ahead with hiring a new DOC for next fall.  A good resource is Jim Launder, the 
WYSA Director of Coaching, who should be able to provide some recommended 
duties and the going rate for a local club DOC position. We should post the DOC 
position as soon as possible and use the current job description until it is updated 
with any new duties. Some felt that a DOC hired locally should have connections to 
the Madison soccer community and other clubs and coaches. A question arose on 
how we recruit a DOC locally. 
A DOC could be contracted through British Challenger. One drawback might be that 
the BC person wouldn’t likely be here year round.  Another consideration might be 
the philosophical coaching differences that exist between the English versus US 
Youth Soccer approaches to teaching soccer.  Bryan has contact with other clubs 
that might be a source of a lead on a DOC. 

Action Items: 1) Post an advertisement for the DOC position using the current 
description on MadisonCentralSoccer.com (Russ). 2) Talk to local coaches who might be 
interested in the DOC position (Bob), 3) Contact Jim Launder about DOC job duties and 
compensation (Jon). 

Implementation of coach/player curriculum: 
We will hold off on posting the OSA player curriculum to the OSA website until John 
Rice has a chance to compare it to the MAYSA one page curriculum guidelines.  It 
was noted that the MAYSA U6 recommendation is 3v3 games and Rookie League 
has been putting 8-10 kids together in a group and playing 3v3, with 3-4 kids as a 
team shuttled in and out for 5 minutes at a time in a round robin format.  If there 
were more coaches then kids could play continuously 3v3.    Depending on numbers 
we could do 4v4 also. 

Action Items:  1) John will check curriculum and forward changes to Greg and Jon.  2) 
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Post the standard MAYSA player curriculum sheet and new OSA curriculum once 
completed to OSA website (Greg).   

3. Rookie League update and planning (Russ) 
The Rookie League flyers were distributed on March 5th to the kindergarten classes 
at the three elementary schools. As of March 18th, there are 82 players signed up for 
Rookie League and around 13-15 potential coaches registered.  Bryan will help 
coach if needed. Art Hallinan will be instructing the coaches in preparation for 
Rookie League (Saturday before), along with setting up and running the first 
session. Some parents have contacted us regarding getting blocked out of 
registration. The ages for rookie league should be clarified for registration.  Younger 
kids, who are developmentally ready, can sign up for Rookie League but would need 
to repeat Rookie League next year or play up at U7. It was likely due to the date of 
birth (age) requirement in the registration system.  Patrick Guenther offered to lead 
sessions 2nd through 6th.  Patrick will be ordering orange t-shirts soon and has 
received 100 balls along with 28 from last year.  The pennies and cones are in bags 
for the coaches.  

Action Items:  1) Place an order for t-shirts (Patrick). 2) Order medals for Rookie League 
and the in-house players once the season has started (Marcia).  3) Forward coaches to 
Russ to let Art and Patrick know which coaches are available. 

4. Classic Team Update & Try-out Dates (John) 
Classic Teams: Lee informed the group that Michael O’Neil, one of the BC coaches, 
has arrived in Oregon and will be taking an E license course and the other 2 
coaches will be arriving in early April.  For Classic team planning for next Fall, we will 
may have 15 classic teams and possibly with 4 teams at state and thus we may 
need to have more than 3 BC coaches if each is to coach only 2-3 teams or two 
state teams.  For the fall season, we would like to schedule the BC coaches one 
week earlier in August (~2-3 weeks of practice) to allow for one week of extra team 
practices, and similar to the contract for this past fall. 
Try-outs: John Rice handed out the proposed (tentative) dates for try-outs. All clubs 
provide offers on the same date depending on the age group.  All try-outs need to 
occur in time to prepare the offers. 

Age Group Proposed Try-out Dates Notification Date 

U11 Boys & Girls Tues June 1st, 4:30-6:00pm 
Wed June 2nd, 4:30-6:00pm 

June 6, 2010 

U12 Boys & Girls Mon June 7th, 4:00-5:30pm 
Wed June 9th, 4:00-5:30pm 

June 14, 2010 

U13 Boys & Girls Tue June 8th, 4:00-5:30pm 
Thur June 10th, 4:00-5:30pm 

June 14, 2010 

U14 Boys & Girls Tue June 8th, 6:00-7:30pm 
Thur June 10th, 6:00-7:30pm 

June 14, 2010 

U15-U17 Boys Wed June 9th, 6:00-7:30pm June 14, 2010 

U15-U17 Girls Mon June 7th, 6:00-7:30pm June 25, 2010 

John will put together the plans for parent informational meetings, recruiting coach 
evaluators, and the try-out mechanics.  This information will be used by the next 
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Classic Commissioner and Danny Gildea who will lead the try-outs.  There are no 
games Memorial weekend on May 31st. We will need to check for conflicts with 
Brooklyn Elementary after school events.  When do we need to inform the evaluators 
of the dates?  Some of the prior evaluators include Kevin Gasner, Kim Heneman and 
Kelly Sullivan. 

Action Items: 1) John will put together try-out plans and materials for the next Classic 
Commissioner.  2) Confirm that try-out dates have no other conflicts, 3) Put notice of try-
outs on OSA website and inform all parents. 4)  Let Julie Grutzner know that the H.S. 
girls need to try-out in the spring for the fall club teams. 5) Schedule BC coaches one 
week earlier in the fall to have an extra week of team practices. 

5. In-house Teams  
In-House U7 Teams 
Steve needs information about existing U7 teams to help with spring teams.  Greg 
will help Steve get teams/players and coaches.  How many players per team? The 
maximum roster is 12 but 7-8 players per team is the goal. 

Action Item:  Greg will help Steve with the spring U7 teams. 

Bathroom facilities at NKE and PVE for kids:  For the fields behind PVE and NKE, it 
is difficult for the 6 year old kids to get to pool to use bathrooms (& for the coaches 
as they cannot leave their other players).  It would be good to have Porta-Potty there 
for the kids and for try-outs and even for the summer camps. The School district 
facilities operations administrator and Tom Fischer (head custodian) will have to be 
consulted with first to get approval. 

Decision:  It was agreed to have a Porta-Potty near the Brown Shed. 

Action Item:  Order a Porta-Potty for spring and fall seasons close to Brown Shed but 
first get approval from the school district.   

6. Annual General Meeting -March 21, 7pm @ OMS (Jon)  
The AGM agenda was reviewed. Some planned items for the AGM meeting are the 
new Spirit Wear ordering information, code of conduct, player curriculum, Oregon 
Internationale Tournament update, and new Classic and Rec uniforms.   

7. Oregon Tourney Update (Marcia) 
The tournament preparation is well underway with the new committee.  Marcia 
indicated that there are 36 teams signed up with only one Oregon team. Twenty one 
teams have been accepted along with their registration fee payments.  The trophies 
will be replica of the World Cup trophy.  Bryan made pitch for game balls for the 
tournament winners and possibly buy a World Cup replica if donations are found to 
cover the extra expense. A suggestion was made to get Soccer tournament banners 
to post on the street lights entering the Village of Oregon. 

Action Item:  1) Find a volunteer to get donations from local businesses for advertising 
and contact head of the Chamber of Commerce.  2) Lee will contact the Chamber to get 
the okay to have message sign at the entrances of Oregon which states something like 
“Welcome to Oregon Soccer Tourney” 

8. MAYSA and WYSA AGM reports (Jon)   
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MAYSA AGM:  At the MAYSA AGM, Alex Wake from British Challenger presented 
information about BC tours of England.  He suggested that clubs could combine 
teams to form a tour. 
MAYSA is changing the registration fees with the lowering of the U6-U10 & 
Recreational fees. The reason the fees are being lowered is to attract more players. 
To offset the loss in fees, the Classic/State fees will be raised and go into effect next 
fall (2010-2011).   
MAYSA is experiencing growth with new clubs joining. Jon forwarded to the Board 
some best practice documents for clubs.  The MAYSA website has the links to the 
documents.  MAYSA has grants available to improve a club’s soccer infrastructure.  
Patrick noted that the sheds are in poor condition and the sheds are more than 15 
years old.  Jim indicated that Stoughton used a standard vendor from their MAYSA 
grant to build their soccer shed.  There is potential that metal floors might be 
donated from local industry.   
The Green shed is very bad as the roof and sides are rotting and the Brown shed 
foundation is very uneven making it difficult to open the door.  We want to investigate 
options to get material donated from local businesses.  Approval will be needed from 
the Oregon Village and the Oregon Schools. 
WYSA AGM: No items are in from the order Jon placed from WYSA. Once the items 
have arrived, Jon will distribute to the in-house commissioners and Patrick to 
distribute to the coaches and Rookie league coaches, respectively. Ref fees will be 
the same.  WYSA has a membership growth rebate if clubs increase the number of 
new players registered.  New classic players don’t count if they are playing Rec 
already.  We will need to track current fall registration vs. 2009/2010.  There might 
be an issue with the June 15th cut-off date for the rebate submission if our fall 
registration deadline is in August.  Jon brought up the age exemption policy with the 
Active registration system as the computer cut-offs keep people from registering 
their kids. For the Rec Team and in-house should we set a policy of no more than 6 
months too old and can still play with their grade. 

Decision:  1) Look to obtain a grant and replace the sheds by 2011. 

Action Items:  1) Distribute the new fees to new Classic Commissioner and the Rec 
Commissioner (Jon), 2) Submit grant application to MAYSA to replace Green and Brown 
sheds (Jim), 3) Start with approvals from the School Board and Park Board to work 
towards the goal of replacing the sheds. 

9. Challenger Skills Academy (Jon)   
Academy training sessions will be held each Friday night starting April 16th for eight 
Friday's, ending on June 4th. The Challenger Skills Academy is full as its maximum 
capacity for the two older age sessions (U11-U12 and U13-U14) which is held at the 
later time on Fridays from 5:30 PM - 7:00 PM.  Two out of three BC coaches will be 
running the sessions. The younger age sessions are still open to registrations (U7 to 
U8 and U9 to U10), which will be held on Fridays from 3:30 PM - 5:00 PM.  In the 
future, if we bring in 90 kids then we can bring in an entirely new coach to do the 
sessions, an offer/suggestion made by Alex Wake, reported by Jon.  It is expected 
that Danny, Kevin, and Michael will be sharing the responsibilities for running the 
training sessions.  

Action Item:  1) Consideration should be made for repeating the Challenger Sports 
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Academy in the fall, if it goes well this spring. 

10. Club Spirit Wear (Marcia and Jim)  
Marcia and Jim have finalized the Spirit Wear catalog and order form.  These will be 
placed on the website and notice will go out to all teams with the link to the Oregon-
Soccer website.  The team managers and coaches will be able to download the 
order form and mail in with payment to the PO Box with “Attn: Spirit Wear.” 

11. Dutch Soccer School Camp (Christine)  
Christine had contact with Bernard Hartog who runs the Dutch Soccer Camps to 
host at summer camp in Oregon. The proposed week of June 21st to do this camp 
will potentially conflict with another high school age camp which is run by David 
Harris.  Since this is the same week we have to work out the field arrangements.  
Christine has talked to Dave Harris and usually he contacts Tom Fischer to get the 
fields setup. Oregon Soccer would get $15 per player from the Dutch camp. Board 
members felt that we should offer more soccer camp options through out the 
summer as long as it doesn’t detract from the current BC camps and doesn’t require 
substantial work from the OSA.  

Decision:  1) Approved the Dutch Soccer Camp. 2) Put a link to the Dutch Soccer Camp website 
on the OSA website (Christine and Greg) 

12. Oregon-Soccer.com Website Update (Greg)  
No updates. 

The next Board meeting is Thursday, April 15, 2010 at RCI at 7:00 pm.  
Agenda Items:  Try-out Planning (Todd), DOC Recruitment (Jon), Tourney Update 
(Marcia), Rookie League update (Patrick/Russ), OSA Financial Subcommittee 
Proposal (Russ), Ordering Classic/Rec Uniforms (Cheryl), Referee Update (Bryan).  


