


 

Daughter of Toronto City Councilor Destroys 
Lacrosse in Etobicoke 
05/26/2016, 4:15pm EDT  

By Kevin J. Johnston  

I Was In Tears Writing This One 

Lacrosse, what a game! It is the Canadian national sport and it is the best choice for 
kids who need to burn off their extra energy. Box Lacrosse is played in a hockey rink, 
most being 200 feet long by 85 feet wide, and you have to run. This sport is the perfect 
blend of speed, skill, tricks, hits and goals, and it is dying Ontario wide. 

There has been a great deal of difficulty that many lacrosse associations have had to 
endure and it has resulted in some associations being on the verge of folding outright. 

Two associations having difficulty are Mississauga and Mimico. The Mimico Lacrosse 
Association was founded in 1890, and the Mississauga Tomahawks have more than 7 
decades of history. There was a conversation that took place between the associations 
in April of this year, where both conveners discussed that numbers were low enough to 
make merging age groups necessary. 

Mississauga had to merge Bantams and Midgets, mixing ages 13 to 17 together and 
Mimico had to merge Pee Wee, Bantam and Midgets mixing ages 11 to 17 together. 



Rules in both associations had to be modified so that large 17 year old's could not hit, 
body check or cross check 11 year old's.Both associations are very fortunate in that 
their players are extremely respectful of each other and the games flow well. 

However, boys will be boys and nature cannot be fought. Since Lacrosse is a full 
contact sport, teenagers enduring the stress of high school and awful part time jobs 
want to cross check their opponents on the lacrosse floor, hard. They can't on their 
home turf, but they could if they played against another city as an All Star Team! 

Mimico's proposal to Mississauga which was warmly received was to make Midget All-
Star teams where the ages were 15 to 17 and have the two teams play each other. The 
building of a relationship and fun rivalry between Mississauga and Mimico would have 
done wonders for customer service, making all the players, who are customers very 
happy with their bonus floor time. 

It would have also given all the kids playing in both associations more incentive to return 
next season. Why do I say this? Because as a kid playing in the Mississauga Hockey 
League, I LOVED playing exhibition games against other cities, and so did all of my 
team mates. Seeing different jerseys, different coaching styles, different parent 
reactions and different on-ice play was educational, but more importantly, fun. 

 

This type of fun, as I was sad to learn is strictly forbidden by the Ontario Lacrosse 
Association. The OLA as they are known simply refuses to allow house league teams to 
play outside of their home arenas and to invite other house league teams to join them at 
home. The excuse? Insurance. Insurance is the word that is used, as the one to end all 
explanations. Uttering the one word phrase of “Insurance” guarantees that you won't 
have to lift a finger to help anyone. Zone 10 Lacrosse Manager, Wendy Bennett-
Costante confirmed that house league teams are not allowed to host other cities, or to 
even use the arena's score clock during scrimmages at practice time that they pay for, 
or, and this one blew my mind, to have the team's coach use a whistle to control the 
scrimmage. 

She did however state clearly, that teams can use the score clock and play other cities if 
they are willing to pay a fee of $248 direct to the OLA for each one-hour game, following 
that up with “It's all about money, let's be completely honest.” in a raspy voice 
reminiscent of someone who has smoked for 3 decades, while dogs barked in the 
background. Yes, the recording will be made available when needed. 



The same zone manager was caught on film taking photos of Mississauga Tomahawks 
players and harassing parents in the stands. Apparently, the Hershey Centre's score 
clock bothered her so much that she drove from Brampton to Mississauga just to try and 
hurt the Mississauga Tomahawks, and to further interfere with the relationship between 
the Tomahawks and The Mountaineers. 

She was then banned from all Tomahawks games and events for her actions, as 
anyone who is behaving in a sneaky and harmful manner should be. 

The reason the conversation took place between yours truly and the Zone 10 Lacrosse 
manager in the first place is that one of the board of directors at Mimico Lacrosse took it 
upon themselves to act every bit as lewdly as modern social-justice warriors, and 
complain to the OLA about Mimico's desire to visit Mississauga. You read this right, a 
trusted member of the Mimico board of directors complained to the OLA about the plan 
for Mississauga and Mimico to request permission from the OLA to play a set of five 
exhibition games. 

Well, thank you to that person who has all but admitted to being the one behind 
stabbing Mimico in the back. You have disappointed all the boys in both organizations 
who were all eager to play each other. Mississauga even spent an additional $600 to 
have All-Star jerseys made in the traditional Orange and Royal Blue to face-off against 
the double blue of Mimico who were set to don their retro 80's design.  

     

Colleen Grimes, Daughter of Toronto City Councillor Mark Grimes 

The person who proudly has stood in the way of the progress of lacrosse in Etobicoke? 
None other that the presentably rude, self-centered and vitriolic daughter of Toronto City 
Councillor Mark Grimes. Colleen Grimes obviously is someone who enjoys the attention 
that Twitter can bring to one's life, and as a kid, nobody can fault her for that. Wait, 
scratch that, she's in her mid-twenties, so she's a young adult whom has chosen to 
remain a kid. The problem here is that the attention she has brought to herself came at 
a big cost to everyone except her, and the people she hurt are children that she is 



supposed to serve, teach and make happy. She has also, by her own public admission 
on Twitter, betrayed the trust of the entire board of directors in Mimico. 

Making matters even worse, she led an attack on me using the Mimico Lacrosse 
Association's official Twitter account. The attack, which as a journalist I am used to, 
included insults on Twitter and a few crank phone calls. I am not one bit concerned 
about what I had to endure, but I am deeply bothered by how proud Colleen Grimes is 
about her interference in the plans of the two history-rich associations. When asked on 
Twitter, “@collgrimes Do you have something against lacrosse succeeding in Ontario?” 
she fired back with “Strongly against it” and added the hate-filled hash tag 
#KillTheGame. 

Josh Grimes, self-professed family member of the Councillor's made it clear that he was 
in support of Colleen's actions. In a Twitter conversation he was asked @jkgrimes_36 
Your family just killed the hopes of more than 30 children. Again, WHY? What was the 
goal? His reply: “yeah that's exactly what happened!” It was followed by a misspelled 
Please, and earlier in the conversation he stated that “@KevinTheJackal people play 
house league for a reason, they don't play to play to play against other organizations.”  

If only he knew how wrong he is. 

 

The Councillor's office refused to comment on his child's behavior. 

The conclusion I draw, as this is the only one I can draw, is that the councilor should 
have a conversation with his children and explain that he, and they are in the public 
service fields, and that the people they serve always come first. Publicly attacking non-
profit organizations is morally reprehensible, and personal hang ups should remain 
personal. Councilor Mark Grimes should also feel shame for his daughter's betrayal of 
Mimico lacrosse, because we all know that she won't. 

This is a sad day for our National Sport, and certainly an even sadder one for the 
people of Etobicoke whose children have been robbed of a spectacular experience by 
the family of the man they voted for. 

Kevin J. Johnston 
Small Business and Advertising 
Mississauga Gazette 
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