SDAHA Spring Meeting

Saturday, April 16th, 2016
Campus Center, 333 9th St. SW

Huron, SD

· Sign in 8:30 a.m. (Juice, coffee and rolls will be provided)

· Call to Order 9:00 a.m.

· Welcome – Introductions

· Count of Voting Delegates and Determination of Quorum

· Adoption of Agenda

· Approval of Fall Regular Board Meeting Minutes
· Approval of electronic/conference call votes 11/16/15, 1/28/16, 2/17/16, 3/9/16
· Treasurers Report and Financial Updates 

· Gary DeYoung, Treasurer
· Acceptance of Treasurer’s Financial Report 
· Registrars Report – Annette Stensgaard, State Registrar

· Risk Managers Report – Dawn Magee, Risk Manager

· Discipline Report – Tony Lief VP
· Officials Report – Cade Bloomenrader, RIC

· Officials Scheduling – Jodi Sterrett 
· Coaching Reports – Steve Salwei, CIC 
· Varsity Coaches  – Rob Kittay 
· Player Development Reports  
· Boys/Youth - Rob Kittay 

· Girls – Paul Bachand

· National Teams Report – Scott Riddle/Dave Mannes

· Growth and Retention (No representative)
· Scheduling  Update – Max Tronnes
· Website update – Kevin Miley and/or Ron Dobesh

· Local Association Reports

·  Aberdeen, Brandon Valley, Brookings, Huron, Mitchell, NHAHA, Oahe, Rushmore, Sioux Center, Sioux Falls, Watertown, Yankton

· SDAHA President’s Report – Dan French

· Affiliate Agreements:  

· We are missing current signed agreements from the following:  Aberdeen, Rushmore, Brandon Valley and NHAHA

· Sam Tronnes Memorial Foundation – Dave Tronnes

· Discussion Items

· #1 Miscellaneous Items (State and Local Registrars)
· #2 Squirt Jamborees (Yankton Hockey)

· #3 GJV 2017 State Tournament Site

· #4 State Tournaments (Carry over from past meetings)

· #5 Team Splits (Carry over from past meetings)

· Possible Action Items/Playing Rules Proposals
· #1 Tournament Hosting (Mitchell Hockey)

· #2  Updating Playing Rules (housekeeping) (State and Local Registrars)

· #3  Mandated Trainers (John Lord, Mitchell Hockey)

· #4  Age Classifications (Huron Hockey)

· #5  Goal Judges (Bruce Palmer, SDHOA)

· #6  Bantam C (Yankton Hockey)

· #7  Team Levels (Tony Lief, SD Vice President)

· #8  Girls 12-U State Tournament (Max Tronnes, Scheduler)

· #9  Number of league tournaments (Max Tronnes, Scheduler)

· #10  Special Events (Max Tronnes, Scheduler)

· #11  Icing Rules (Varsity Coaches)

· #12  Rostering Deadlines (Dan French, SD President)

· #13  Officials (Dan French, SD President)
· #14  League Champions (Dan French, SD President)

· #15  Request from LAHA, Spirit Lake, Ia (Chris & Sharon Hoerichs)
· #16  Request from Fremont, NE (Darrin Bradley)

· Scheduled Elections (Treasurer, Vice President)

· Tom Hitchcock, Nominating Committee

· Site and date of 2016 Fall Meeting  (Pierre)
· Adjournment
The final list of meeting handouts will be listed on the agenda at the meeting but will include minutes, proposals, discussion items, peewee split information, etc.   A copy of SDAHA Playing/Tournament Rules and By-Laws will also be at the meeting.

DISCUSSION ITEMS

#1
Discussion items reviewed by the Registrars:  Cherry Hunter/Annette Stensgaard-Hatten
· Clearly identify B League level and C League level.  Some associations interpret the rules as same level of skill with the letters simply as an identification.  Other associations interpret the rules for B League Level to be the second tier of skill and the C League Level to be lower skills and/or developmental. 

· The JV frozen player rule still allowed higher skilled players to participate in the SDAHA JV Tournament.  Integrity & ethics did not prevail as noted in Admin Rule E. Jr Varsity Rule Violation Consequence. 

· SDAHA Representation clearly needed at all levels of SDAHA Tournaments.  Tournament decisions and responsibilities should not lay solely on the local tournament chair. 

· Frustration with "exceptions" to the rules.  Every time their is a rule exception, it makes mandating requirements for registration, rules and rostering more difficult for local registrars. Board members, local and state need to work closely with their registrars. 

· Clear communication from SDAHA Coach-in-Chief to local coaches or their rep regarding USA Hockey mandates. 
*******************************************************************************************************************************************
#2

Squirt Jamborees:  Yankton Hockey Association
1-encourage all associations to set aside three or four weekends, consisting of just one day, for squirt jamboree.
2-have each association advertise these open dates.then each association can research and sign up for these games before the year starts, and then everybody knows how their season will look.
3-The reason for this is simple. Cost-effective. Easy to put together. Easy for squirt coaches to research other associations and set up their year for games. Associations will also make money from concession stands.and make it a very low cost, just enough money to cover referees and utilities. Could even make it basically free since everybody's going to go to go to each others Associationand get their games so charging money is just basically regifting.
4-The hardest thing about coaching squirts is setting up games that are not tournaments. For instance, Yankton is allowed 20 games. And doing four tournaments only gets us 12 games. And these 12 games are expensive with tournament fees, travel, and hotels and meals etc.
5- we are in constant contact with emails, phone calls, and texts trying to set up games for the players.it is exhaustive, and takes up lots and lots of hours at a time and is not always successful for a game.
5-people do not know what their schedule is for squirts at the beginning of the year. Making it difficult for parents and players to schedule around these games. Many times, the games are added with only a few days notice and other people already have other plans so then the kids miss out on playing.
6-Setting aside designated days, three or four throughout the whole year, is cost-effective, easy, and makes a squirt program run a lot smoother.
#3

Girls JV State Tournament Site:  Yankton Hockey Association

#2 I looks like there will not be enough girls in the association for a Girls JV team next year. We are scheduled to host the Girls JV tournament next year in Yankton. We very much want to host tournaments, but would like a tournament with a Yankton team represented. Would another association in the state please consider trading tournaments with YAIA for next year?
 

**********************************************************************************************************************************************************************
#4
Carryovers from Spring 2015, Fall 2015 meetings (Tabled both meetings):  

State Tournament Format 
There was much discussion regarding number of teams that should be allowed at the state tournaments.  Should we continue using play in games?  Have pool play?  Regional play?  Everyone should have a chance for State Tournament ?  Will this affect the referees?  Table proposal 1,2 & 3 until the Fall meeting.  Nathan Sanderson moves that we form a committee of 5 individuals to be selected by Dan French, SDAHA President to be determined a process for establishing tournament structure based on allowing all teams at any given level to participate.  Gary DeYoung second the motion.  Motion carried.
#5
Team Splits (currently peewee levels but will involve all levels):  Tabled again until Spring Meeting 2016 for committee action.  TABLED FROM SPRING MEETING:  
Current meeting:  Passed on to committee for review and presentation of proposals at spring meeting.  Sam Becher, Brookings will be chairing a committee. He will send out an e-mail to set up the committee over the next few weeks.  Several persons already interested in being part of this 
committee.
Proposals
#1
Tournament Hosting:   Mitchell Hockey Association
We would like to make a proposal that when assigning state tournaments by SD hockey association that the host city should have a team at that level. I would also like to specifically request that the 2017 Girls State Varsity tournament be changed to a different location.
Reasons:  It is very hard to host a tournament without a team who is invested in making the tournament a success and finding the necessary volunteers needed. In regards to the Girls State Varsity, there are also an insufficient number of rooms available in Sioux Center to host a tournament of this size.
******************************************************************************************
#2

Updating Playing Rules - Submitted by Cherry Hunter on behalf of local Registrars
Reason:  To update SDAHA Playing Rules to conform with actual practices/USA Hockey Rules.
SDAHA Administrative Rules  2) Clinics

Current Wording with proposed changes in red.   Rationale in red with yellow highlight.
2) Clinics

A.  Rules - All SDAHA coaches and players at the peewee, bantam and varsity level shall attend a Rules Clinic each USA Rules Change year in order to be eligible to coach or play during that season. SDAHA shall offer such Rules Clinics, at no separate charge to any coach or player, prior to the commencement of the SDAHA schedule each year in no less than two communities participating in SDAHA competition. Each local association shall be responsible for presenting a Rules Clinic for those of its coaches and players who are unable to attend either of the SDAHA offered clinics. 
a. First year Peewee parents and players are required to attend a clinic on league play and expectations to help them better understand what is a legal check/non-legal check and to answer questions they have regarding league play.  This clinic shall be scheduled and conducted by the local Official’s Supervisor with criteria established by SDAHA and the Referee in Chief, prior to the player’s first game. 

    Rationale: No checking at PeeWee level.  

SDAHA Administrave Rules    5)Registration Process

5) Registration Process
A. Team - All traveling and house teams - The team registration fee and team registration form  Team rosters shall be submitted to the SDAHA Registrar seven days prior to their first game.  Team Registration fee and Team Registration forms were discontinued over 10 years ago.  
B. Non-League Traveling Teams Policy (05/02/09)

I. Affiliate Agreement: Per Article III.A. Team Membership, all teams of Affiliate shall register with SDAHA.

II. Bylaws: 
Per Article 3.1.A. Fees, Dues and Assessments, the player  registration fees, dues and assessments for a Participating Member, and dues for Non-participating and Sustaining Members, of SDAHA, shall be established by the SDAHA Board of Directors annually.  
III. Non-League Travel Team Assessment:

IV. The team fee shall be $400.00 per season, payable by November 1 of each year. This will be for all travel teams from peewee level and higher that do not participate in SDAHA league play.

C. Individual 

I. Traveling teams - Individual registration forms for all participants on SDAHA traveling teams shall be completed at the local association level and signed by each participant no later than November 15 of each year. All individual registration forms and any individual registration fee shall thereafter be received by the SDAHA Registrar no later than November 25 of each year.  There are no longer IMR forms for the individual players. 
II. After the deadline to submit rosters (7 days prior to first league game) has passed, no player may transfer from a team to any other team without permission from the SDAHA president and the South Dakota Registrar.  When reviewing these requests, some of the criteria considered may be the following:  some reasons for requests may include season ending injuries, players dropping out, etc, affect on team(s)/players, timing of request, etc. (4/05)  Roster deadline is 7 days prior to first game.  This includes non-league games/tournaments and league games.
III. Once a player has moved up an age level, the player must remain at the upper age level for the remainder of that season.  The player cannot move back to the lower age level without SDAHA approval.  (4/05)

D. In-house teams - All individual registration forms and any individual registration fee for in-house teams shall be received by the SDAHA Registrar no later than December 1 of each year.  There are no longer IMR forms for the individual players.
E. Rosters 

I. Traveling teams - All team rosters for traveling teams shall be completed and received by the SDAHA Registrar at least 7 days prior to that team’s first SDAHA league game of each hockey season. A single SDAHA varsity roster listing all varsity eligible players for SDAHA league games shall be filed in addition to any individual varsity or jr. Varsity rosters filed with USA Hockey, Inc. for non-league games.  Rosters need to be completed 7 days prior  - league and non-league games or tournaments.


II. In-house teams - Rosters shall be completed and received by the SDAHA Registrar no later than December 1 of each year.  Per directive from previous SDAHA Registrar and NP Registrar – In-house rosters not necessary.  If SDAHA wishes to require in-house rosters, suggest date change to January 1..  In –house programs may not have “solid” rosters.  With various changes for non-travel in-house players, if rosters are submitted, they should be listed alpha.
G.
Sanctions

I. Traveling Teams - Any traveling team which does not meet the foregoing registration requirements will be fined $100.00 for the first occurrence. Subsequent violations of the registration process will be a $200.00 fine for each occurrence. (5/09)

II. In-house teams - Any in-house team which does not meet the foregoing registration requirements will result in the same fines as stated for traveling teams. (5/09) Per directive from previous SDAHA Registrar and NP Registrar – In-house rosters not necessary
III. Background checks - will be done on all new applicants and a 10% random check of those returning.  The   SDAHA Risk Manager will complete the check with SDAHA billing back to the local for these checks.   Deadline for receipt of release forms will be October 31.  Coaches must be “cleared” before they are on ice with players  Is the 10% and other information regarding background checks up to date?
IV. Every new coach and new referee must complete a form yearly, stating they authorize a background check. complete online screening application available at sdaha.org.  After initial application, every coach and referee must complete the screening every two years.   Screening form is not required on an annual basis
B. Team Eligibility – 
III
All associations and teams must be prepared to participate in any SDAHA sponsored and guaranteed appearance events, 
such as the Minnkota Cup, if they are the eligible team.  Failure to participate could result in a monetary fine of not less than 
$250.00 or more than $500.00.  This also assumes that their team shall consist of players that have participated on that team 
for the majority of the season, with exceptions as noted in the specific event rules.  Minnkota Cup is no longer a post 
season event.  
IV
Termination of League Play During Season or Failure to Participate in State Tournament Policy (05/02/09) Affiliate 
Agreement:   Per Article III.A. Team Membership, all teams of Affiliate shall register with SDAHA.
Bylaws: 
Per Article 3.1.A. Fees, Dues and Assessments, the player registration fees, dues and assessments for a Participating Member, and dues for Non-participating and Sustaining Members, of SDAHA, shall be established by the SDAHA Board of Directors annually.
D. State Tournaments will be held for both the A, B and C divisions of each age level.  Beginning in 2011, the site of the boy’s varsity tournament will be determined by rules listed in the SDAHA Tournament Rules.  Need to add C division
*************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

#3
Proposal for mandated trainers:  John Lord VP Mitchell Hockey
Proposal:  SDAHA require athletic trainers (AT) be present and available for all home league games. 

History:

While the potential for injury has decreased over the last few years with USA Hockey regulations, the liability on local associations and coaches is dramatically increasing.  We currently rely on young coaches with limited medical experience to assess and determine play following injuries.  Mitchell Hockey started a program four years ago which has now progressed to a written contract with a local health facility to cover all league games and tournaments.  We provide medical care to both home and away teams.  The benefits to both home and away teams are exponential and we were able to make this happen without heavy financial burden to our association.

I coached hockey for several years at various age groups.  I am fortunate enough to have probably more first aid training than most coaches in our league but still struggled with the questions after a player takes a hard hit and lies motionless on the ice:  Do I call an ambulance? Do I request a backboard? Do I sit them up? Do I remove the helmet? Do we have a parent drive them to the hospital?  

If the player is able to get up and get to the bench, who provides immediate follow-up care?  The head coach, assistant coach, the player’s parent? Who makes the medical assessment and decision as to whether the player gets back on the ice? While the coach is dealing with an injured player, who is coaching the game?  When the game is on the line can we rely on every coach to make an unbiased decision based on the best interest of the individual player’s health?  Absolutely not.

What an AT provides-from National Athletic Trainers’ Association (NATA)

“Athletic trainers (AT’s) are highly qualified, multi skilled health care professionals who collaborate with physicians to provide preventative services, emergency care, clinical diagnosis, therapeutic intervention, and rehabilitation of injuries and medical conditions.”

1. They are unbiased in their decision regardless the game situation completely taking the coach out of the decision making process.  

2. Licensed, insured, and qualified to make medical decisions releasing liability from coaches and local associations.

3. Make initial injury assessments, care, and follow-up.  Coaches are allowed to continue doing their job-coach.

4. Work with parents on after care and rehabilitation of the injury.  

5. Work with coaches on keeping them up to speed on recovery.

6. Most At’s are also strength and condition coaches.  Our trainer is doing on and off ice strength and conditioning sessions in Mitchell for all age groups.

I propose that SDAHA mandate AT’s be present at all league games for the 2016-2017 season. 

At the very least, begin a graduated process starting with the mandate at contact levels-Bantam and Boys Varsity for 2016-2017 with the mandate that all league level are covered by 2017-2018 season. (We all recognize that potential for injuries exist even at Mini Mites however; the highest potential for significant head injuries occur at levels where checking is allowed).

I do have more information if questions arise.  We recently attached a “Medical Advisor” position to one of our committees which is filled by a DWU Athletic Trainer and instructor.  The medical advisor will keep our association up to date with the drastically changing medical field primarily as it pertains to concussions.

*************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

#4
Age Classifications: Huron Hockey Association

I would make a proposal that SDAHA moves to USA hockey age classification which is birth year not July 1 for all levels.  
#5
Administrative Rule Section 6-G:  Bruce Palmer, President, South Dakota Hockey Officials Association

Administrative Rule Section 6-G reads as follows; Goal Judges are mandatory for state tournaments involving Varsity/Jr. Varsity teams.  Goal Judges will be game officials not scheduled to be on the ice during the game or retired game officials. (9/06)

I would like to see the following change;

Goal Judges are mandatory for state tournaments at the Girls Varsity and Boys JV/Varsity levels.  Goal Judges should be game officials not scheduled to be on the ice during the game, retired game officials, or an individual appointed by the Referee-in-Chief.
**********************************************************************************************************************************************************************
#6

Add state "C" league to Bantam level: Yankton Hockey Association
Reasons:  My thought is that the major points of discussion will be at the meeting.  Not sure how extensive we need to get in this?   My main points are that there is a wide range of physical maturity and ability within this age group, (more than any other age group) and that we should all want to build numbers throughout our state.  

Discussion:

The transition from PeeWee to Bantam level is very difficult for many youth.  Some youth in this age range have hit their growth spurt and are physically much stronger than others that have not.   For those that have not, thinking about playing against bigger, faster, and more physically developed players, and going from non-checking to checking can be overwhelmingly intimidating.  The goal of adding a "C" division as a definite league would be to help all associations encourage and keep those youth in hockey that we otherwise are losing due to the leap to a much more physical game.   Having a Bantam "C" league would help SDAHA grow hockey player numbers at our upper levels.
#7
Determining team levels:  Tony Lief, VP SDAHA

4) Players/Teams

H.       DETERMINING TEAM LEVELS:  Criteria listed below will be used to determine at what level each association should be playing their teams each season, unless petitions to play at lower levels are made to the SDAHA Board of Directors.
Petitions to the Board of Directors to play teams at a lower level than listed in criteria below must be made before August 15th for Varsity levels and decided before September 1st of each year for varsity levels (this includes all jr. varsity levels).  Petitions regarding all other level teams must be made before September 15th and decided before October 1st of each year.  Reasons for petitions may include low registration numbers and skill levels/ages of involved players. Petitions for teams to play at a lower level must be supported by a documented history of inability to compete at the league level where playing rules dictate the team shall play.
*****************************************************************************************************************

#8
Establish date of Girls 12-U State Tournament as the same week end as the GV State Tournament and put tournament on a rotating schedule:  Max Tronnes

We already have  3 tournaments going on during the 3rd  weekend in February (PWA, PWB, PWC), and 3 tournaments going on the following week end  (BA, BB, GJV) and we would not want to split the girls up between GJV and Girls 12-U as they could be dual-rostered.  Any earlier weekends are necessary to fit in regular season games.  These girls should not be playing on the Girls Varsity teams.   Currently, there are only two tournaments going on the third weekend of tournaments (GV and BJV).  
It worked out very well to combine them this year, but all associations would not have the double ice availability and may not have teams at both levels. 
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************ 

#9
Number of home and away tournaments each league team may attend:  Max Tronnes
Reason:  We had to start some league games for teams in mid November this past season due to some league teams scheduling in a large number of home and away tournaments.  This was not fair to those teams that tried to schedule around the state league schedule, and then ended up starting games in mid-November and then not playing for 2-3 weeks in a row during the season.   Proposed changes and additions are below:

A. Scheduling Games 
I. SDAHA will use a block scheduling concept, having two or more games in each arena each day and avoiding isolated games.  Bantams will be scheduled in blocks with youth varsity if possible. (4/08)
II. All changes to the SDAHA issued schedule for Bantams, Peewees and Girls 12-U after October 1 each season must be approved by all associations involved and the SDAHA scheduler. 

III. All Varsity level changes must be completed by after SEPTEMBER 1st of each year must be approved by all associations involved and the SDAHA Scheduler., all other levels must have all changes done byOCTOBER 1 of each year. (9/11).   

IV. League teams may not schedule more than two away and one home tournament between the date of December 1 to that  level’s state tournament weekend  prior to the anticipated league schedule being issued for that level (October 1 Bantam, Peewees, Girls 12-U, September 1 all Varsity levels).  After that date, Rules II and III will be followed.  
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************

#10
Special events may not delay the start of a game or period:  Max Tronnes

The number of complaints from associations and officials has increased over the past few years regarding the delaying of game start times due to special events being held.  On some occasions, teams and officials have waited 30-45 minutes to start a game.  I have repeatedly asked schedulers to schedule these events around the league schedule (they do set the times for all events in their arenas) and to allow for special events.  However, it appears the problem is getting worse.  It is not fair to traveling families and officials to arrive for a game, then have to wait a lengthy time or to arrive home much later than planned.  Proposal is in red below.
B. Warm-up and Starting Times
I. In SDAHA play, warm-ups shall be 5 minutes for G12U, peewee, 8 minutes for bantam, and 10 minutes for JV and Varsity levels (4/12) 

II. Initial resurfacing for the Varsity level will be done AFTER warm-ups and prior to the start of the game. (9/06)

III. All YJV games will immediately precede their youth varsity game and GJV games will immediately precede their girls varsity game when being played on the same day, in the same arena. (4/08)

IV. Teams shall be dressed and prepared to take the ice at the start of warm-ups. No team shall take the Ice for warm-ups until so notified by the on-ice officials. The on-ice officials shall start each game at the scheduled starting time or as soon thereafter a possible if the game cannot start at the scheduled time by reason of an unavoidable delay, e.g. an injury in a preceding game, mechanical problems, etc.
V. The listed game start time on the schedule is when the puck should be dropped for the first play of the game.  No special events (such as senior day, mite scrimmages, special programs, etc.) may delay the start of any game or the start of any period.  Special events should be scheduled around the league schedule.
VI. The home team shall provide a minimum of twenty (20) pucks for the visiting team to use for warm-ups.

VII. No league game may start after 5:00 pm on Sunday unless agreed upon by both towns. (4/99)

VIII. No league games may start before 6:00 pm on Friday unless mutually agreed upon by both local associations. (4/05)

*******************************************************************************************************************
 #11
Even strength icing:  Varsity Coaches
Playing Rules addition:  5) Games (Page 4)?

For the youth JV and Youth Varsity levels only:  When an even strength icing occurs, the offending team cannot make a line change.

Varsity coaches all in favor.
#12
Rostering deadlines:  Dan French, SDAHA President
6) State Tournaments (Additional state tournament rules will be found in “SDAHA State Tournament Rules”.)
Player Eligibility - All players must be rostered and registered with the SDAHA Registrar on the team for which the player participates, and be enrolled in an accredited school within that community, by January 15 in order to participate in State Tournament competition for that year with that team. A player must be on the SDAHA team roster by Dec. 31. As of Jan.1, team roster is locked. No exceptions for players that have left their respective SDAHA community to play elsewhere (i.e. playing AAA hockey anywhere) New players that are joining after the Dec. 31 deadline can be looked at on a case by case basis and added to the team roster with SDAHA Board approval.
Provided, however, that any player registered with an SDAHA team who moves to another community following January 15 Dec. 31 in any year and who receives a transfer pursuant to Section 2.9 of the By-Laws shall be permitted to participate in State Tournament competition with the player’s new team in that year.
Reasoning…. Players leaving to play AAA hockey have been on the ice since roughly late Aug or early Sept. If they don’t know by Christmas, they can remain with their AAA team. If local rules are more restrictive, local rules apply.
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
#13

4-Man Official System:  Dan French, SDAHA President
Playing Rules 2A:  Officials

A. Referee System - In SDAHA play, at the checking and league games (Bantam and Boys Varsity), a two referee/two linesman system will be used  whenever possible(4/2014).  the one referee-two linesman system will be used for all others (reverted to previous rule 4/15) except for Girls Varsity/Jr. Varsity and Girls 12-U (10/15).  They will use a two referee system. (9/03)  A two referee officiating system will not be used for other levels except under extenuating circumstances, such as failure of the third official to show (9/01).  
1. A 4-Man Referee system will be used at the State Tournament for youth varsity only.  
Note:  Changes in blue were made at past meetings and are not part of this proposal.
**************************************************************************************************

#14 

League Champions:  Dan French, SDAHA President

Administrative Rules, 6 State Tournaments
6F:  League Champions - In the event that two teams are tied in points at the end of the season, their head-to-head competition during the regular season will determine the league champions. If still tied, They will be co-champs. (4/99) Our current SDAHA seeding rules will then be used to determine seeding for state tournaments.

*************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
#15
Request from LAHA, Spirit Lake, Ia. to allow Jr. Varsity levels to become part of SDAHA:  See letter and information below.

Dear South Dakota Amateur Hockey Association Board,

On behalf of the Lakes Area Hockey Association (LAHA) of Spirit Lake, IA, we are requesting to be a part of your league at the high school JV level. We have spoken with Dan French, your board president, to learn more about the league and we think that our association would be a good fit. We would like to request an invitation to attend your spring meeting and to be considered for admission into the league.

The LAHA has been in existence since 2001 but has only recently moved indoors with a new facility constructed in 2012. The move indoors prompted an impressive increase in youth hockey registration and a growing community interest in ice sports, recreational skating, and off season uses of our facility. In the 2015-2016 season, we had 85 skaters which included our first-ever Bantam team. Those second-year Bantams in addition to several other players who have aged out of the programs we previously had available will make up a full roster of high school players for the 2016-2017 season. Our association is young and growing—in February, we hosted the largest Try Hockey Free Day event in the entire country with 137 young skaters trying the game. It is our desire to build a program that will serve those youngsters all the way through their school years.

We are located in Spirit Lake, IA, a unique community with a booming tourism industry. We have outstanding hotels, restaurants, shopping and entertainment to offer our winter hockey guests. Our rink is approximately 75 miles northeast of Sioux Center, your other Iowa high school hockey connection.  

Our current youth hockey teams play under the Minnesota District 4 program and our Mini Mites through Bantams would remain part of that league. Our request to SDAHA is only for our high school team. At this time, we would request to play at the JV level while we build our high school program.

Thank you for your consideration.

Chris & Sharon Hoerichs
High School Hockey Committee Chairs

#16
Request from Fremont, Nebraska to allow Jr. Varsity levels to become part of SDAHA:  See letter and more information below.

The Fremont Flyers are also interested in joining SDAHA for the 2016-2017 season.

Hometown is Fremont, Nebraska, a few miles outside Omaha.

PROPOSAL

To allow Fremont, NE join SDAHA. Teams expected to be fielded for the 2016-17 season are Youth JV, Bantam A, Bantam B, Peewee A for SDAHA League play. Also a squirt team will be formed. 

2017-18 season is expected to play at the Youth Varsity level at this point.

ALTERNATE PROPOSAL

Allow the Fremont Flyers join SDAHA for a 2 year trial period. This 2 year trial will allow current SDAHA locals adjust to the added travel necessary and evaluate if the addition of Fremont, NE is right for both SDAHA and the community of Fremont, NE.


Please find the Fremont Ice Association By-Laws attached.

2. Fremont Hockey currently has 157 skaters (182 skaters and coaches), at all levels. Up from 60 skaters, three years ago. We recently had a "Try Hockey For Free", where 66 skaters came out to participate. This put us at #2 in our tri-state area. Here is our organizations website: www.fremontflyers.org

3. Our hockey association is also tied in with the local YMCA. Upon completion of the proposed aquatic center, the YMCA will become the nation's largest. Sidner Ice Arena, is attached to the YMCA. It is an olympic sized ice surface, with large modern dressing rooms.

4. Fremont, Nebraska is one hour drive, northwest from Omaha, NE. Population 27,000. 

5. At this point, we would have a Boy's JV, Bantam A, Bantam B, Peewee A, and a Squirt A team ready for the 2016-17 hockey season. For the 2017-18 season, we would be able to field a Boy's Varsity and JV team, with Bantam, Peewee, and Squirt teams as well.

6. We do have a few questions regarding scheduling. I believe it would be easier to discuss this over the phone.

The Fremont Hockey Association is very excited about joining the South Dakota Amateur Hockey League next year. We have always appreciated the type of hockey and opponents we have played when traveling to South Dakota. With
the size of our association and town, we feel we would be a great fit in your league.

We typically have tryouts at the end of the hockey season (late March/early April). Going forward, what would be the time frame on getting admitted to the SD Amateur Hockey league?

Please let me know if there is any other information you need from us at his point.  We look forward to hearing from you.
Thanks,

Darrin Bradley
7

