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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Minneapolis Emergency Prepare Fair Returns September 30, Focuses 
On Helping Attendees “Make A Plan” For Emergency Situations 

 
MINNEAPOLIS (September 30, 2015) — When faced with an emergency, do you already have a plan in 
place? The 2015 Minneapolis Emergency Prepare Fair will focus on making sure participants are thinking 
about ways to prepare themselves and their families in case an emergency takes place. 
 
The 6th annual Prepare Fair will take place Wednesday, September 30 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the IDS 
Center Crystal Court in Downtown Minneapolis. It will feature organizations that will help discuss ways 
to stay ready in case situations arise involving weather, gas leaks, hands-only CPR, personal safety and 
more. Approximately two dozen organizations will be on hand providing activities, educational materials 
and conversation about safety protocol, and live demonstrations will take place showing how local first 
responders operate based on their own planned protocol. 
 
Prepare Fair aligns with 2015 National Preparedness Month throughout September, which urges people 
to “Don’t Wait. Communicate. Make Your Emergency Plan Today.” It is a movement that helps ignite the 
conversation about how to keep yourself and those around you safe. Prepare Fair takes place on 
National PrepareAthon! Day, which calls for action to increase community preparedness and resilience 
as National Preparedness Month comes to an end. 
 
“The success of the Prepare Fair each year is a testament to the partnerships and the first class 
professionals we have living and working in downtown Minneapolis and the commitment they’ve shown 
toward helping create an extraordinary downtown,” said Steve Cramer, President & CEO of the 
Minneapolis Downtown Council and Downtown Improvement District. “This year will be no exception as 
we focus on helping our community make a plan in the event of an emergency.” 
 
This year’s Prepare Fair will also feature informative and entertaining live demonstrations inside IDS 
Center Crystal Court, which will take place between 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. One of the demonstrations 
included will be a Krav Maga Minneapolis interactive workshop—which will help demonstrate how to be 
prepared in the event of workplace violence. 
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Among the two dozen displays at this year’s Prepare Fair will be organizations that fit into particular 
categories of emergency preparedness ranging from weather safety, in-home gas leaks, first responder 
protocol and much more.  
 
Stop by to talk with professionals from the following organizations: Accesso Services, Amateur Radio 
Emergency Services, CenterPoint Energy, Department of Public Safety/Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management, Hennepin County Emergency Management, Hennepin County Library – 
Minneapolis Central, Hennepin County Medical Center, Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office, Krav Maga, 
Metro Transit Police Department, Metropolitan Emergency Managers Association, Minneapolis Fire 
Department, Minneapolis Health Department, Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) Bomb Squad, MPD 
Community Engagement Team, MPD K9 Unit, Minneapolis Public Schools, National Weather Service, 
Ramsey County Emergency Management, Salvation Army, Securonet, Target, University of Minnesota 
Department of Emergency Management/U of M Police Department and WCCO-TV. 
 
“There’s no better time to prepare for an emergency than right now,” said Shane Zahn, Minneapolis DID 
Director of Safety Initiatives. “These organizations are trained to act when situations happen, and they 
are great resources to learn from all in one place. Taking action today can ensure the safety of yourself 
and others tomorrow.” 
 
The Minneapolis Downtown Council and Minneapolis DID, in partnership with Target, invite all residents 
of Minneapolis and Hennepin County to participate in and learn from the various exhibitors and experts 
who will be on hand. They will be there to demonstrate and discuss personal and business 
preparedness. 
 
For more information on the Prepare Fair, visit www.downtownmpls.com or follow along on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram @MplsDowntown using the hashtag #PrepareFair. To learn more about National 
Preparedness Month, visit www.ready.gov.  
 
About the Minneapolis Downtown Council: 
 
Founded in 1955, and one of the oldest central business districts in the nation, the Minneapolis 
Downtown Council (MDC) is a membership based entity that works to create an extraordinary 
downtown. The MDC’s collaborative development of Intersections: The Downtown 2025 Plan was 
designed to help downtown businesses, community leaders, and citizens build on downtown’s assets 
and implement future goals. For more information, please visit www.downtownmpls.com. 
 
About the Downtown Improvement District: 
 
Founded in early 2009, after more than five years of formative planning and advocacy by the downtown 
business community, the Minneapolis DID delivers higher levels of service to make downtown cleaner, 
greener, safer and more vibrant throughout a 120-block area, as is the case with most Business 
Improvement Districts. For more information, visit www.minneapolisdid.com. 
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