

Zero Variance Pee-Wee A’s Looking to Find Their Stride


Four weeks into the season, the Zero Variance Pee-Wee A team has experienced almost every type of hockey game a team can endure during a season.  While compiling a 2-8 record so far, they have seen lopsided victories and losses, as well as games that have been tight but not ending up in the favor. With only 12 guys making up the team, they come into many games easily outnumbered, but have never used it as excuse and go out and compete as though they have a full bench. Win or lose, these young men have played their hearts out, leaving everything on the ice and playing hard until the final buzzer has rang making coaches Marc Bye, Brandon Crowser, and C.J. Muxfeldt proud of their efforts so far.  


This year’s squad is made up of a wide variety players who when working together can make the opposition have nightmares. Returning from last year’s “A” team are Campbell Cichoz, Kaden Peterson, Hayden Shol, and netminder Scotty Van Voorhis. They have been excellent leaders for the team and have set an example as to what is expected on and off the ice.


Carrying only one goalie on a team is a daunting task for a goalie to face, especially at the Pee-Wee level. There is no relief for Van Voorhis if a game gets out of hand, but his maturity beyond his years  allows him to weather the storm and stay positive. There have been games where he’s seen more rubber than a tire shop, coming up with clutch saves at times. He has been rewarded for his efforts with two shutouts in the 2 games the team has won.  Shol is every coaches dream,  he’s the team’s bulldog. Don’t let the small frame on this kid fool you, he plays like he’s 6 feet tall and fearless. The coaches can’t say enough about his positive attitude and his passion for the game. All he wants to do is build up his teammates and improve as a hockey player every time he hits the ice. 


Cichoz brings to the team an unbelievable set of hands that makes any defenseman cringe and a “clap bomb” (slapshot) which goalies fear.  One could get dizzy watching him stick handle through the opposition. With his remarkable talents as an all around player, Cichoz has recently been able to transition from the forward position to defense with ease and is an added a bonus to the already talented defensive group. Peterson has been the anchor of the defensive corps this season, providing leadership to his 3 young teammates on the point with him, showing them each shift how to effectively do their jobs at both ends of the rink. Along with his guidance, Peterson is also blessed with a great set of hands and  has provided an offensive punch on the blue line, making it a no-brainer to bring him up to the forward position recently. 


Joining them are 4 players who honed their skills last year playing Pee-Wee hockey and worked hard in the off season in order to grab a spot on the “A“ roster. Ethan Danner, Sterling Andrews, Andrew Starzl, and Blayne Schuetzle have done an amazing job jumping into “A” level hockey. 


Danner has been the biggest surprise out of the group by growing a few inches over the summer, complimenting his lightning fast speed. He has made it a point to step up his game and it has shown so by finding the back of the net a few times this year already. Andrews is a grinder on the team as well as the comedian. He has improved immensely after starting hockey later than most players his age and for him to be on “A” team speaks volumes about his potential and natural talent he possesses. His dance moves in the locker room has carried over onto the ice, providing some fast fancy footwork too.


Starzl is a young man of discipline and a cannon  for a shot that when it’s unleashed, the other team better lookout. He has a great attention to detail and is very meticulous about his game. Off the ice, no one shoots more pucks than this kid, whether it’s the off season or during the season. He knows where he needs to be on the ice and is just a very smart hockey player. Schuetlzle brings a little size and strength to a rather small team and there is no place he’d rather be than at the hockey rink.  He is a very calm hockey player who doesn’t let situations during a game rattle him and his teammates feed off that. Sadly he’s without his partner in crime this year, Blake, his twin brother who was injured during summer hockey and will be lost for the year. Blake has taken his injury in stride and is a great teammate on our bench while helping out the coaches too. 


Finally, the rookies of Pee-Wee hockey who proved they were able to make the big jump from the Squirt level- Noah  Tarczon, Isaac Young, Chance Fazio and Andrew Johnon.  Each of them has been asked to assume significant roles on the team and have done an outstanding job doing so.


Young is as crafty of a defenseman as you will find.  His hockey sense and quick thinking at both ends of the ice is second to none. More importantly this kid always smiling, he just loves the game and being around his hockey buddies making him the ultimate teammate. Young’s defense partner, Johnson, is a scrappy player who isn’t afraid to mix it up in front of the net.  He doesn’t mind constructive criticism and is always looking to make himself a stronger hockey player. 


If you stacked Johnson on Young’s shoulders they still would be shorter than Fazio. His size and incredible reach help make him a solid defenseman. Faz’s vision on the ice and his ability to be in good position at all times allow him to one of the smarter players on the ice. Anyone who knows Wayne Gretzky knows his office was behind the net, well Fergus has their own version in Noah Tarczon.  After a year away from the program due to relocating to the cities, he was welcomed back home with open arms for obvious reasons. His ability to own the corners and always come out of a battle with the puck allow him to be the sound player he is. Let’s not forget about his speed that should be illegal and the competitive edge which makes him the complete hockey player.


Overall, the coaches have been pleased with the effort the boys have given in practices, games, as well as their dryland training and feel the team is moving in the right direction. If they continue to put the work in, the results will be more what the team is looking for. Each player is a needed piece of the puzzle for different reasons, but they have one common trait: they are fine young individuals simply put. Each player is respectful of their teammates, coaches, opponents, and the game of hockey.


The coaches would like to thank the parents for this and making it enjoyable to come to the rink each day. Their dedication to the game of hockey doesn’t go unnoticed and the coaching staff couldn’t be happier with this group of players and parents.  The miles, money, and time that go into a hockey season is insane, and none of this would be possible without them. The team would also like to give a huge thank you to Zero Variance for their support of this team and to hockey in our community.  By sponsoring a team, they are giving these kids the opportunity to play a team sport together and to build relationships that can last a lifetime.


