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(From the 1958 Yearbook provided by Barbara (Tango) Franciosi.) 
Last fall another trophy was added to the Montclair High School collection. 

This was the Newark News State Championship trophy. However, the Mounties of ’57 
won’t be remembered as just “State Champions.” Instead they’ll be recalled as the 
team with a heart, the team that bounced back.  

The season started off auspiciously with a 39-0 win over Orange. Kearny (53-
12), Nutley (21-6), East Orange (34-6) were easily added to the Mountie victory string 
that then stood at 22. Columbia rated as a county powerhouse was easily taken, 
35-0. 

In gaining a 27-0 decision over a weak West Orange team, the Mounties 
showed signs of a slump. The win was clear-cut but the team lacked its usual fire 
and determination. 

On the following Saturday the axe fell. In the closing minutes of the first half of 
the Clifton game, Richard Haines (high-scoring halfback and a tower of strength on 
defense), injured his knee badly and had to sit out the rest of the game as well as the 
remainder of the season. Clifton then struck for a quick seven points before halftime. 
Behind for the first time all season and without their star halfback, the Mounties just 
didn’t have it in the second half. No one will forget that nightmarish last quarter in 
which Clifton tallied three touchdowns in as many minutes. Final score: Clifton 26, 
Montclair 0. 

For the next five days, the Mounties ran through plays and defensive 
scrimmages with a reckless determination previous practice sessions had never 
known. They were keying for the Thanksgiving Day game with undefeated Bloomfield. 
Everyone knew we didn’t have a chance of winning that game; everyone that is, 
except coaches Clary Anderson and Butch Fortunato and the players themselves. 

The Irvington game postponed earlier in the season because of a flu epidemic 
was just a warm-up for the Turkey Day game. Irvington, though eager to pick up 
where Clifton had left off, was never in the game and came out on the bottom end of a 
52-0 massacre. 

On the same Saturday something else happened that dismayed many 
Montclair fans but also gave an added incentive to the team. Bloomfield easily 
defeated Clifton 33-6. 

The stage was set for a comeback. The Montclair-Bloomfield tilt was the talk of 
the town. An unprecedented metropolitan telecast was arranged (televised in COLOR 
with Chris Shenkle announcing) and tickets just weren’t obtainable unless you knew 
the mayor. The Mountie team, which had lost to Clifton, was a thing of the past. It 
was a new team that took the field that morning, a team with desire. Running the 
multiple offenses to perfection, Bobby Haines, Dave McKelvey, Butch Foster, and 
company rolled to a convincing 21-3 victory. A flashy offense wasn’t the only reason 
for Montclair’s success by a long shot. An ingenious defense devised by Coach 
Fortunato and the superlative play of lineman such as Earl Spivey, Bill Byrne, Mark 
Gerardi, and Eric Graber were invaluable. The Bloomfield game was a magnificent 
team effort and climaxed another great season. 
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This article would not be complete without a farewell to the outgoing seniors. It 

goes without saying that the Haines twins, Richie and Bob, are the greatest pair of 
halfbacks ever to don Montclair uniforms. They could do everything well and 
certainly were “All-Stars” in every respect. Both players were selected All-State and 
Richie was selected by Teen Magazine as an “All-American” high school player. 
(Richie and the All-American team were on a Los Angeles television show hosted by 
Eddie Fisher where the “team” was given their awards). Dave McKelvey, a triple threat 
quarterback and Julian Longua, a hard-running, hard-blocking, fullback, rounded 
out what many fans believe to be the best Mountie backfield ever. 

The offensive line was led by All-County tackle, Bill Byrne. Ricky Pels did a fine 
job going both ways at the other tackle. Ends Stuart Heydt and Wilson Green were 
good pass receivers and could block as well. At the guards, John Tenuto and Mark 
Gerardi, could be counted on to open up that line. Les Burns, biggest man on the 
squad, could more than hold his own at center. 

Defensively, Earl Spivey at end and Vito Cetta at safety were standouts. Brian 
Christaldi and Carl Newman made many key tackles from the linebacking posts. Pat 
Caggiano filled in admirably at tackle, both on offense and defense. Three boys who 
came into their own in the Bloomfield game were tackle Eric Graber, fullback Butch 
Foster, and end Andy Barrett. 

All these players will be missed next year but fourteen junior lettermen are 
ready and able to defend our championship title. 
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