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SECTION 6 

   

RULES OF PLAY   

   

Last Amended:  September 14, 2016   

   

   

EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE NOTED HEREIN, STYSA, USYS, USSF AND FIFA RULES SHALL GOVERN PLAY.   

   

6.1 RULES FOR INTER-ASSOCIATION PLAY   

   

6.1.1 CAYSA Members. Any member organization team may participate in Inter-Association play as long as that team is within 

the same age division, and provided further that the CAYSA rules regarding Inter-Association play are strictly followed.   

   

6.1.1.1 Any member organization that enters a team of a particular age group and level of play in CAYSA Inter-Association 

play must enter all of that member organization's teams which could participate in the same league unless allowed 

to do otherwise by the appropriate CAYSA VP.   

   

6.1.1.2 One mandatory preseason meeting with the respective vice presidents will be held in advance of each season. This 

meeting will be held at the discretion of and in the form chosen by each CAYSA Vice President, who will contact 

each member association’s CAYSA Governing Board Representative and the member association’s designated 

contact for the respective CAYSA Vice President’s competition. Any association wishing to play Inter-Association 

must be present at the meeting(s) and must provide the following information:   

   

6.1.1.3 One field availability time for every two (2) teams or portion thereof in each age division;   

   

6.1.1.4 Map with clear directions to home field(s);   

   

6.1.1.5 For each team submitted, the representative must submit the appropriate, properly completed team information 

sheet by the deadline established by the Executive Committee.   

   

6.1.2 Non-CAYSA Members. Any non-member organization team who is a STYSA registered team may, with the approval of the 

CAYSA Executive Committee, participate in CAYSA Inter-association play so long as that team fulfills the following 

requirements and restrictions:   

   

6.1.2.1 While participating in CAYSA Inter-association competition the team will be subject to CAYSA Rules and D&P 

Procedures.   

   

6.1.2.2 The team must submit an original team roster, signed by the team’s STYSA association registrar, and such roster must 

be received by the CAYSA Registrar two weeks prior to the first game of the season or the team will not be 

scheduled.   

   

6.1.2.3 The team must deposit a performance bond, in the form of a certified check or money order payable to CAYSA, in the 

amount of $300, which must be received by the CAYSA Treasurer two weeks prior to the first game of the season.   

   

6.1.2.4 Each team will be charged an administrative fee per season by CAYSA, with the amount to be determined each year 

by the CAYSA Executive Board.   

   

6.1.2.5 Any forfeit caused by the non-CAYSA team will result in a fine of $100 for each offense per 6.12.7.   

   

6.1.2.6 Fines for non-CAYSA teams will be will deducted from the non-CAYSA team’s performance bond.   
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6.1.2.7 Any remaining balance of a non-CAYSA team’s performance bond will be refunded to that team.   

   

6.1.2.8    If a non-CAYSA team forfeits two games it will be disqualified from further CAYSA competition.   

   

6.1.2.9     With the approval of the CAYSA Executive Board, STYSA Eastern District teams will be allowed to participate in 

CAYSA Inter-association play during the spring season only.   

 

6.1.2.10   All games will be scheduled at a field within the CAYSA territory unless mutually agreed upon prior to match. 

   

6.1.2.11   A mandatory preseason meeting with the respective vice presidents will be held in advance of each season. This 

meeting will be held at the discretion of each CAYSA Vice President. The non-member association’s designated 

contact for each competition must be represented at the meeting(s) and must provide the following information:   

     

a. Map with clear directions to home field(s);   

 

b. For each team submitted, the representative must submit the appropriate, properly completed information sheet 

by the deadline established by the Executive Committee.  

 

 6.1.2.12 Non-CAYSA member associations must enter all teams in an age group and any STYSA allocation for the age group 

belongs to CAYSA. Non-CAYSA teams must compete for a/the inter-association allocation. 

   

6.1.3 Team Entry Deadlines. The deadline for teams to be scheduled will be posted on the CAYSA Calendar as established in the 

January Governing Board Meeting for the Spring and Fall seasons. All deadlines will be 11:59PM.    

   

6.1.3.1 Failure to meet the posted deadline will result in the following:    

   

6.1.3.2 Associations / Clubs will be assessed a fifty dollar ($50.00) fine within the first seven days for each team added past 

the date as posted;    

   

6.1.3.3 Any and all teams requesting scheduling on the eighth day will be responsible for an additional one hundred dollar 

($100.00) per team fine that will be assessed the club.    

   

6.1.3.4 NO teams will be scheduled after the 14th day.    

   

6.1.3.5 All fines are non-refundable and must be paid in accordance with CAYSA Rule 5.7 for post season play.    

   

6.2     FIELDS AND EQUIPMENT  STYSA 6.1.3, 6.1.6. 

          

6.3   USYS IDENTIFICATION CARDS.  See CAYSA 3.7.1 

   

6.4   PLAYERS ON FIELD.    

   

6.4.1   U11 through U19: Eleven (11) with minimum seven (7).   

6.4.2   U10 and below: refer to STYSA 6.2.   

   

6.4.3 Forfeit for too few Players.  If either team has less than the requisite number of players on the field ready to play, within 15 

minutes after the game was scheduled to start, then the referee shall note it on the game card and give it to the coach 

or manager of the home team.  The requisite number of players is the minimum number of players stated for each Age 

Group.  The game card shall be forwarded to the appropriate Vice-President for determination of the status of the game.   

No winners shall be declared or forfeits given for U08 and U06 games.   

6.4.4 Playing Ineligible Player.  Any team playing a player who is ineligible shall forfeit the game(s) in which that player has played.   
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6.5       DURATION OF GAMES.  STYSA 6.1.5 

 

6.5.1 At the discretion of the Referee time may be added for injuries, substitutions and other delays of the game.   

   

6.5.2 There shall be no overtime or shootouts during the regular season play, and if the score is tied at the end of regulation play, 

the game shall be scored as a tie game.     

   

6.6   PLAYING TIME   STYSA 6.1.2 Table 6.1.2(A)    

   

6.6.1 In all play levels U11-U12 and all Divisions Super II through Division IV play, each coach must make every effort to play each 

registered player that is present at least one-half of the game and in each half of each game unless unable to do so 

because of discipline, illness, injury or serving a suspension.  In the event that a player is present but will not be playing, 

the coach must inform the referee and the opposing coach as to the reason that a player will not participate. A player 

serving a suspension must appear on the game card and be lined through noting suspension. It is the coach’s duty to 

make sure notes are made to each exception. 

 

6.6.2 Failure to abide to 6.6.1 shall have the following penalties: 

       1)  First offense: One (1) game suspension for registered coach. 

       2)  Subsequent Violations: Offending coach to pay for an additional official to record substitutions and playing time for the 

next five (5) games. If offense occurs in last regular season game, it shall be served in the next season of play. Record of 

playing time shall be forwarded to the CAYSA Vice President for verification of compliance.    

   

6.7   SUBSTITUTIONS  See STYSA 6.1.2, Table 6.2.1(B) 

     

6.8   CHARGING THE GOALKEEPER.  The FIFA rules with respect to charging of the goalkeeper shall not apply.    

"Charging" shall be defined as intentional, non-violent, shoulder to shoulder contact while the ball is within playing distance.   

In all age divisions there shall be no charging or intentional or reckless contact with the goalkeeper in any manner 

whatsoever.  Any such act will be considered at least as "dangerous play" and punished accordingly.   

   

6.9    REQUIREMENTS OF HOME TEAM.   

   

6.9.1 Ball.  The home team shall furnish an appropriate size game ball acceptable to the referee.   

   

 6.9.2 Referees.  The home team is responsible for scheduling referees through a currently certified assignor.   

6.9.3 Uniforms.  The home team shall change uniforms if the colors of both teams are so close as to create confusion in the 

opinion of the referee.  Failure to change uniforms upon the referee's request will be a forfeit by the home team.   

   

6.9.4 Corner Flags.  In all Division I, Super II, Division II and III games, it is the home association's responsibility to furnish corner 

flags which meet FIFA standards for the fields.   

   

6.9.5 Sidelines Rules for CAYSA league play: 

       6.9.5.1 The teams will occupy the opposite touchline from the spectators. 

       6.9.5.2 Teams shall occupy the area commencing 4 yards each side of the midline 

                   to the top of the penalty area and 2 yards from the touchline. The midline area shall be        

                   occupied only for substitution.  

      6.9.5.3 The spectators shall occupy the half of the field opposite their team a minimum of 2 yards from to the midline to 

the top of the penalty area and 2 yards from the touchline line.  No spectators shall be allowed in the midline area or 

outside their respective area. 

 A maximum of four adults per team shall be permitted on the team sideline and only if they 

 have a visible current STYSA Adult Participation (Kid Safe) Pass.   



CAYSA Administrative Handbook          Page 26 of 37   

   

6.10    COACHES ON FIELD: Coaches may not be on the field of play during conduct of the game.   

6.11   SCHEDULER AND SCORER The respective Vice President for each age division may appoint two positions, that of Scheduler and 

that of Scorer, whose functions and duties are as follows:   

   

6.11.1 Duties of the Scheduler--It shall be the duty of the scheduler to coordinate the establishment of Inter-Association league 

schedules and to furnish the participating coaches with a schedule of games, names, and telephone numbers of coaches, 

maps to fields, and team uniform colors.  In scheduling the Inter-Association play, the scheduler should use one of the 

following methods of scheduling:   

   

(a) A complete double round robin where each team plays every other team in its division twice, on a home and away  basis.  

This will be the preferred method if the number of teams allows for a reasonable number of games with time left for 

end-of-season tournament play.   

(b) A complete single round robin where each team plays every other team in its division once.  In this case, the scheduler 

must attempt to have each team play and equal number of home and away games.   

(c) The Scheduler should make every effort to schedule each team as many games as mathematically possible. This may 

result in a team playing more than one game per week.   

   

6.11.2 Duties of the Scorer--It shall be the duty of Scorer to keep league standings which shall include wins, losses, ties, points, 

goals for and goals against, goal difference (up to a maximum of +3/-3 per game) and penalty points.  The  

standings shall be distributed to the participating coaches at regular intervals during the season.   

   

6.11.3 Appeals of Scheduler's/Scorer's Decision--In the event that anyone disagrees with a Scheduler's or Scorer's decision, the 

decision can be appealed to the CAYSA Discipline and Protest Committee.  The appeal shall be accompanied by the 

standard Protest Fee and a brief statement in writing of the decision which is in dispute.  The matter shall be resolved by 

the Committee using the same procedures as a protest.   

   

6.12   CANCELLATIONS AND GAMES REPLAYED   

   

Each respective Vice President shall be responsible for declaring whether or not a game is a forfeit, or whether a game shall be replayed 

or omitted from a schedule for any reason including playability of the field. If a game is abandoned for any reason the respective Vice-

President shall decide if the game should be replayed.   

   

6.12.1 Teams must appear at the playing site ready to play unless otherwise notified by the opposing coach or other responsible 

party.  This notification must be given at least 24 hours prior to match time, except for weather closures. Notice of less 

than 24 hours will lend weight to a possible forfeiture decision by the CAYSA VP. 72 hours notice is recommended.  

   

6.12.2 In many instances, the referee will make the decision as to the playability of the field based on the condition of the field at 

the start of the match.   

   

6.12.3 If a match is suspended, because of foul weather, before the second half has started, it shall be replayed in its entirety.   

   

6.12.4 If a match is suspended after the second half has started, it shall be considered to be a completed match.   

6.12.5 Any team playing CAYSA inter-association play will be allowed to participate in tournament play when it conflicts with 

regularly scheduled games provided the "offended" or opposing coach is properly notified seven (7) days in advance of 

game date.  The "offended" coach can then re-schedule the game.  If there is a conflict in rescheduling the game, the 

appropriate Vice-President will be responsible for re-scheduling the game.   

   

6.12.6 All games canceled for any reason must be rescheduled within seven (7) days of the original playing date by the 

"offended" or opposing coach.  In the case of a rain out or other cancellation not involving an "offended" coach, the 

coach of the home team is responsible for rescheduling the game.  If the coaches are unable to agree on a new playing 
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date within the seven day time limit, the appropriate Vice President must be contacted to settle the dispute.  The Vice 

President may elect to set a time and place for the game to be played.   

   

6.12.7 CAYSA will levy a fine of $100.00 for each game forfeited.  The fine will be levied against the team forfeiting the game. The 

home association is responsible for insuring that the fine is paid. Any team that forfeits two (2) games in a season shall 

be brought before the STYSA D&P Committee for possible disciplinary action.   

   

   

 6.12.8 Change of Venue. If the site of a scheduled match (excluding 6.12.6) is to be changed, other than playability or availability of 

the original site, the following procedures shall be used:   

a) A written notification with the reason for change shall be submitted to the league scheduler and each team 

by the respective Vice President six (6) days prior to a match;   

b) If requested by either team, a site shall be chosen that does not favor the requestor, but in no instance shall 

it be at the requestors home field;   

c) If granted, all fees including field usage and referees, shall be the responsibility of the requesting team;   

d) If such change in venue is a Vice President’s decision alone, CAYSA will pay all fees;   

e) The home team will remain as such regardless of the site;   

f) Protest or grievance of this change, shall follow CAYSA 6.15;   

g) Unless a D&P Decision states otherwise, no team shall be deprived of all their home games in such rulings; 

h) Unopposed changes shall be exempt from this Rule.   

6.13   INTER-ASSOCIATION LEAGUE STANDINGS DETERMINATION   

   

6.13.1 Scoring.  All CAYSA Inter-Association league standings shall be determined by points: 3 points for a win, 1 point for a tie, 

and 0 points for a loss.  A win by forfeit results in 3 points for the winning team, and the match will be scored 1  

to 0. The CAYSA VP for each competition will determine which matches count in standings.   

   

6.13.2 Tie Breakers.  In the event ties exist in the standings at the end of competition or a stage of competition, the following 

progressive sequence shall be used to determine standings:   

   

(a) Highest number of points (still using the 3-1-0 scoring system) earned in matches among/between the tied teams; 

then,   

(b) Highest total goal difference (see definition below) in matches between/among the tied teams; then,   

(c) Least total goals allowed in matches between/among the tied teams; then,   

(d) Highest total goal difference (see definition below) in all matches; then,   

(e) Least total goals allowed in all matches; then,   

(f) Least number of team penalty points in all matches; then,   

(g) Only if the tie must be broken to determine (1) advancement to CAYSA or Western District playoffs or (2) distribution 

of awards, the winner of FIFA KICKS FROM THE PENALTY SPOT (6.13.3).  Otherwise, the tie will stand.   

   

Progress through the tie-breaking sequence only as long as all teams entering the sequence remain tied.  Once the result 

at any step of the sequence is different for at least one team, standings shall be assigned, using the results from that 

step.  Should any teams remain tied within the assigned standings, repeat the progressive sequence at step (a), with only 

the tied teams.   

   

Goal difference shall be calculated by subtracting the goals allowed in a match from the goals scored in that match, with 

a maximum difference of 3 goals per match counted both for and against.  For example, if the score were 7 to 2, the 

calculation would result in +3 goals for the winning team and -3 goals for the losing team.  Total goal difference shall be 

the sum of the goal differences from each match involved.   
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6.13.3 FIFA KICKS FROM THE PENALTY SPOT.  If required, as specified in Tie Breakers (see above), the competition's Vice President 

shall determine the time and site.  The procedure shall be the FIFA method of taking kicks from the penalty spot.  All 

rostered players are eligible to participate, regardless of their penalty point status.   

   

6.14   REFEREES See STYSA 6.1.7 

   

6.14.1 Number of Referees. Inter-Association play requires one USSF currently certified center referee and two USSF currently 

certified assistant referees for U11 and above and one USSF currently certified center for U10 and below.   

   

6.14.1.1 Referee Assignment. A currently certified assignor shall assign referees for all matches. There shall be no assignment 

of an individual who has a direct relationship with either team. A direct relationship shall be defined to include, 

but not limited to, an immediate family member including parent, sibling, grandparent, aunt/uncle, 

niece/nephew (biological, adoptive, half and/or step), member of coaching staff or coaching staff of a team in 

the same league.   

6.14.1.2 Referee Exceptions. Deviation from these rules must be agreed upon by both teams prior to the start of match and 

noted and signed by each coach on the game card. Any deviation so accepted shall not be protestable.   

    

6.14.2 Game Cards.  A game card, the official record of match play, shall be provided by the Home team for all Inter-Association 

play. At the discretion of the CAYSA Vice President, faxed, scanned, texted, e-mailed or posted results must be submitted 

within the allotted timeframe; however, the original game card must be forwarded as directed within three (3) days for 

the match to be official.   

 6.14.2.1 Exceptions for Penalty Points given during match play:   

a) Game cards where a send-off and/or ejection of any player, coach, or spectator is recorded must be submitted within 

twenty-four (24) hours of completion of the game.   

b) Game cards without a send-off and/or ejection of any player, coach or spectator must be submitted within forty-

eight (48) hours of the completion of the game; within seventy-two (72) hours if the game is played on a Friday or a 

3-day weekend.   

 

6.14.2.2 Each respective CAYSA Vice President my record a forfeit by the winning team or the Home Team in case of a tie 

when game cards are not forwarded within the allotted time frame of the game to the individual designated by the Vice 

President.   

6.14.2.3 Minimum Requirements 

(a) A completed game card listing the official rosters of both teams with player numbers, coaches and Eligible Adult’s 

names with Participation Passes shall be provided to the referee prior to match play. This report must include those 

players addressed in Section 6.6.1 and comply with STYSA 3.15 Adult Participation Pass listing.   

(b) At the completion of the match, the referee shall have an Eligible Adult from each team sign the game card and 

submit the report to the representative or coach of the winning team or the home team in case of a tie.   

(c) This card will, at a minimum, contain the following:   

(1) League, age group, division of game   

(2) Location, date, game time   

(3) Team names and final score   

(4) Cautions (yellow cards) or send offs (red cards) issued, by team with player/coach/spectator’s name and reason 

for punishment/send-off.   

(5) Protest noted and brief basis for the protest   

(6) The legible names of the referee and assistant referees or club lines persons   

(7) If the referee rules that the field is not playable or that the uniforms are inappropriate, this should be noted on 

the game report and each coach should sign it.   

(d) Refusing to sign does not invalidate this record.   

(e) Only Eligible Adults listed on the card may sign.   
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(f) The game cards including Intra-Association play, are to be retained for the seasonal year including any and all post 

season play   

(g) All cards must be readily available to any and all valid CAYSA committees and Governing Board upon request.   

   

6.15    PROTESTS   

   

6.15.1 Only three (3) acceptable causes exist for protesting a game after it has been played. They are:    

   

a) A team plays an unregistered, ineligible, or suspended player.   

b) There has been an obvious error made in the application of the Laws of the Game that directly affects the outcome 

of the game.   

c) It is determined the match referee is not certified except 6.14.1.2.    

i. NOTE: Matters of referee judgment cannot be protested at any time.    

   

6.15.2 To be valid and eligible for consideration, each protest filed:    

a) Must be noted on the game card as to the basis of the protest;    

b) The opposing coach made aware before signing the card;   

c) The referee informed of protest.    

d) Must be filed with the respective CAYSA VP and copied to the CAYSA Administrator with a two hundred (200) dollar 

fee payable to CAYSA in the form of a Cashier’s check or Money Order, within seventy-two (72) hours of completion 

of match (except as noted below):    

e) Must be filed by the registered coach or registered assistant coach of the team filing protest.    

   

6.15.3 The written Protest must include the following:    

a) The date of the match, field location, and age level of the teams involved;    

b) The approximate time of the incident in relation to the start of the game;    

c) The rule or rules which have been violated and a description of how it (they) was (were) violated;    

d) The score of the game prior to the incident, after the incident, and the final score of the game;    

e) The name of the opposing team, coach, and club;    

f) Two (2) copies of any information presented by witnesses;    

g) The name of the referee and the assistant referees if applicable   

   

6.15.4 The intention to file a protest regarding the misapplication of the Laws of the Game must be made known to the 

match referee and the opposing coach (and noted in writing on the match report) before leaving the field. This does not 

require that the protest actually be filed. It allows the referee the opportunity to record usable game report information. 

 

6.15.5 All protests must be postmarked or received by CAYSA within 72 hours of the completion of the match being 

protested. Postage meter dates are not acceptable postmarks. An additional twenty-four (24) hours will be allowed for Friday 

games on a three (3) day weekend.    

   

6.15.6 Any protest relating to the referee certification, if known, late starts, the pitch (field), goalposts, bars, or other 

appurtenances may be entertained for consideration if and only if an objection has been lodged with the referee in writing 

on the official match report (game card) prior to the start of the match.    

   

6.15.7 A protest does not entitle any party to an open hearing. If this is a protest of CAYSA rules of play or   

                        application thereof, the Vice-President or CAYSA D&P Committee may render a ruling without a hearing. 

  

6.15.8 All disciplinary actions (penalty points, sanctions of coaches, players, and/or parents) shall be rendered by the       

CAYSA Discipline & Protest Committee.    
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   6.16   EXCEPTIONS   

   

The CAYSA Executive Committee may serve as an Exceptions Committee to approve temporary exceptions to these Rules 

where special circumstances warrant a variance from strict enforcement of the Rules. Requests for exceptions to these Rules 

must be submitted in writing to the CAYSA Secretary along with a $100.00 fee (cash or certified funds) (non-refundable). 

Such requests may be considered at any duly called Executive Committee meeting or may be considered in an open hearing 

where required, so long as all CAYSA member clubs are advised, in writing, of the exception to be considered no less that 

ten days in advance of the Exceptions Committee meeting. All actions taken as a result of an Exceptions Committee hearing 

will be reported to the Governing Board at the next meeting of the Governing Board.   

      


