ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT MEETING

MINUTES

Thursday, June 5, 2014 
Hotel Elegante`, Colorado Springs, CO 
In attendance:

	Name
	Assoc.
	Position

	Kenney, Chris 
	District
	Director/Chairman

	Lewis, TC
	District        
	Director            

	Brandstetter, Dean  
	District        
	Director            

	McKibbon, John
	District   
	Director       

	Day, Jill
	District
	Secretary/Treasurer

	Lehto, Mike
	District            ID
	Coach-in-Chief      Vice President

	Grover, Kelly  
	District
	High School Section             Risk Manager

	Karinen, Bruce
	District
	Registrar

	Pariseau, Gary
	District
	Referee-in-Chief

	Brooks, Jon 
	AZ
	President

	Pashkowski, Geoff
	AZ
	Director at Large

	Rogers, Jim
	AZ
	Vice President

	Jerome, Donnalee
	AZ
	Registrar

	Gibson, Larry
	AZ
	CEP

	Eisentraul, Bryan
	AZ
	Super. Of Officials

	Haley, Herb
	AZ
	Safe Sport

	Shaw, Brendan
	AZ
	Member

	Kanai, Randy
	CO
	President

	Craven, Anda
	CO
	Registrar

	Heinrich, John B
	ID
	President

	Scoran, Kay
	ID
	ADM

	Thompson, Steve
	NM
	President

	Bock, Bradley
	NM
	ADM

	Hoskins, Mike
	OK
	President

	Hetrick, Anne
	OK
	Registrar

	Hall, Reggie
	TX
	President

	Servaes, Mark
	TX
	Vice President

	Graves, Bettepat 
	TX
	Registrar

	Thompson, Darla
	TX
	Registrar

	Smith, Kathleen
	UT
	Acting President

	Smith, Chris
	UT
	Referee Assoc President

	Woodhall, Wayne
	UT
	ADM

	Radke, Derrick
	UT
	Girls/Women

	Lilley, Chris
	UT
	HS President

	Briggle, Rae
	USA Hockey
	Member Services

	DiGiacomo, Paulette
	USA Hockey
	Member Services

	Hennes, TY
	USA Hockey
	ADM

	Urban, Bruce
	USA Hockey
	Director at Large

	Mariconda, Joan
	USA Hockey
	Director at Large

	DeGregorio, Ron
	USA Hockey
	President


 Absent: 
	 Ballou, Patrick
	District
	Webmaster


TC Lewis called the meeting to order at 6:35 am for Chris Kenney, Chairman of the Council of the District, who was absent.  Introductions were made.  A quorum was present to conduct business. 

Dr. Alan Ashare talked about the “Heads Up, Don’t Duck” program.  This should be included in every coaching clinic.  There is a great video on line, there are posters available, and drills are also available online.  There are three proposals to be voted on Saturday.  1.  Add an orange “Look Up Line” extending 40 inches from the boards around the rink.  This would give participants the opportunity to make adjustments before hitting a solid object.  This would be another teaching tool for coaches about heads up don’t duck.  There have been 3 spinal injuries in last 12 months and we must do a better job of training the players.  The NCAA has issued a strong recommendation for use of a “Look Up Line”.  2.  Every Affiliate needs to have a Concussion Management Program.   3. Adding a Safety Director position.  The National Pediatrics Association has proposed that there not be any body checking under age 15.

Ron DeGregorio sat in our meeting and said many of the questions would be addressed at the Town Meeting. 
Membership Development and Registration
Rae Briggle reported that a new software program, USA Hockey Registration Program, will be taking the place of Cyber Sport.  The two biggest improvements will be in the ability to make upgrades to the program during the season, that wasn’t possible in the past, and improved communication functions that will include a message board to post news, updates, and other announcements.
ADM

Ty Hennes was officially assigned as the USA Hockey ADM representative to the Rocky Mountain District.  He held a training meeting for the affiliate ADM representatives earlier this week.ally great changes coming new web application that will provide a message board for when registrars open thier up dont 

General Council Change

Peter Lindberg is retiring.  John Tobin and Charlie Fuertsch are running fill the position.  Mr. Tobin attended our meeting and expressed his desire to fill the position.

Minutes

The minutes of the January 16, 2014 meeting were reviewed.  Reggie Hall made a MOTION to approve the minutes as written. Randy Kanai seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Hot Button Topics
Youth Council – There are several proposed changes that are language housekeeping entries for the Annual Guide.  The change from 12 to 16 Tier I teams needs to be corrected in the Guide.  There is a proposal to take the directives of running a national tournament out of the Annual Guide. The directives of eligibility would not be removed.  The District Directors requested input from the affiliates on the “Look Up Line”.  This change is being presented to increase awareness.  Waivers for ADM cross-ice Mites will be discussed.  Rocky Mountain District did not have any this year.  Rule 411 has an issue of clarifying whether game misconducts will follow the player only for the team where infraction occurred or to follow the player on every team being played on.  The High School section is very concerned about this creating coaches demanding that their players not participate on other teams.
Coaching

A Level 4 Coaching Clinic will be held in Dallas, TX September 5-7, 2014.

2014 District Tournament Reports

In Arizona, there was only 1 player protest in the whole tournament.  There was some feedback on scheduling that should be discussed for future tournaments.  Girls Tier II was very competitive in 19U.  The Girls Program is maturing.  The Rocky Mountain District needs to use more female officials.  Gary Pariseau reported that he is working on a Supervisor of Female Officials position that will help with this.

.  

2015 suggested dates

There was discussion about having Tier I Boys, Tier II Girls, and Women District Tournaments all at the same time and place to create a bigger event.  Jon Brooks made a MOTION for all District Tournaments to be held March 5-8, 2015.  Reggie Hall seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Jon Brooks made a MOTION for the Tier I Boys to be held in Texas and all Girls/Women Tournaments be held in Arizona.  No second was received so the motion died.  Mike Hoskins made a MOTION to hold all Girls/Women District Tournaments to be held along with the Tier I Boys in Texas in 2015.  Randy Kanai seconded the motion and it passed with one negative vote from Jon Brooks.  

Girls in Western States Performance Camp
Tom Lampl wants to include the girls in this camp instead of the Rocky Mountain District Camp held in Utah.  It gives them a more competitive camp.  Randy Kanai made a MOTION to have a girls Multi District Camp instead of having them participate in the Rocky Mountain District Player Development Camp as long as the Pacific District will agree to go in half for any financial loss, if any, that is sustained for the girls camp.  TC Lewis seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 am.
Respectfully submitted,

Jill Day

RMD Secretary

ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT MEETING

MINUTES

Saturday, June 7, 2014 

Hotel Elegante`, Colorado Springs, CO 

Attendance:

	Name
	Assoc.
	Position

	Kenney, Chris 
	District
	Director/Chairman

	Lewis, TC
	District        
	Director            

	Brandstetter, Dean  
	District        
	Director            

	McKibbon, John
	District   
	Director       

	Day, Jill
	District
	Secretary/Treasurer

	Lehto, Mike
	District            ID
	Coach-in-Chief      Vice President

	Grover, Kelly  
	District
	High School Section             Risk Manager

	Karinen, Bruce
	District
	Registrar

	Brooks, Jon 
	AZ
	President

	Pashkowski, Geoff
	AZ
	Director at Large

	Rogers, Jim
	AZ
	Vice President

	Jerome, Donnalee
	AZ
	Registrar

	Gibson, Larry
	AZ
	CEP

	Eisentraul, Bryan
	AZ
	Super. Of Officials

	Haley, Herb
	AZ
	Safe Sport

	Shaw, Brendan
	AZ
	Member

	Cardasis, Susan 
	CO
	Registrar

	Craven, Anda
	CO
	Registrar

	Thompson, Steve
	NM
	President

	Hoskins, Mike
	OK
	President

	Smith, Kathleen
	UT
	Acting President

	Hennes, TY
	USA Hockey
	ADM

	Urban, Bruce
	USA Hockey
	Director at Large


Absent:

	Pariseau, Gary
	District
	Referee-in-Chief

	Ballou, Patrick
	District
	Webmaster

	Kanai, Randy
	CO
	President

	Heinrich, John B
	ID
	President

	Hall, Reggie
	TX
	President


Chris Kenney, Chairman of the Council of the District, called the meeting to order at 10:45 am.  A quorum was present to conduct business. 

USA Hockey Female Honors Award
Bruce Karinen talked about this yearly award designed to recognize hockey associations that are leaders in the growth, development, and promotion of ice hockey for females.  The award is given annually to one organization per district.  (See handout for criteria.)
Review and Approval of 501 c 3 Status
There was much discussion about the delay in getting this finalized.  We are again missing Colorado and Texas Affiliate Presidents for the vote.  TC Lewis made a MOTION to conduct a conference call Tuesday, July 15th at 7:00 pm Mountain Daylight Savings Time to approve the proposed bylaws.  These bylaws are to be reviewed by all District Directors and Affiliate Presidents prior to this call.  Written comments must be submitted to Dean Brandstetter by July 1st.  Steve Thompson seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  A question was asked about official designees.  Affiliate Presidents may appoint an official designee, but District Directors may not.
Girls Showcase

Geoff Pashkowski reported on the 2014 Girls Showcase.  A financial report was submitted showing a deficit of $1,946.98 after player fees and the district’s $4000.00 grant.  There were only 13 paid district participants.  This is part of the financial deficit.  More players need to participate to keep costs down.  The players were really well behaved and the competition was great.  The 2015 Showcase is scheduled for April 9-12, 2015, 10 days after the National Tournament.  There was discussion on whether to continue to support the tournament.  It was felt that since the USA Hockey Girls/Women Section is getting involved, we should continue to support this for the grass roots female players.  Jon Brooks made a MOTION for the District to reimburse Arizona Amateur Hockey for the $1,946.98 deficit.  John McKibbon seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Chris Kenney made a MOTION for the District to provide up to $5,000, and to increase the player fee to $400 for the 2015 Showcase.  TC Lewis seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. TC Lewis made a MOTION to have Geoff Pashkowski organize the Showcase and for Donnalee Jerome to travel with the team again next year.  Steve Thompson seconded the motion passed unanimously.  Geoff would like input from the affiliates on 2 female coaches for the team, understanding that the affiliate would cover their fees and not the team.  Affiliates must have their commitments at October Girls/Women meeting hosted by Bruce Karinen.  Then the names of the players will be submitted at the January meeting. Bruce Karinen would like to explore the option of a 2nd girls team for the showcase at his October meeting.  Jon Brooks made a MOTION for any affiliate that backs out of their commitment to this will cover the $400 per player fee.  TC Lewis seconded the motion and it passed with one negative vote from New Mexico.
2013 Western Regional Camp

Bruce Urban reported on the success of the 2013 camp.  He noted that the 2014 camp has 200 committed participants, very equal from both districts.  Their attempt at bringing foreign players was not successful. The camp is June 14-19, 2014.  There a lot of good coaches and team leaders participating.  A written financial report was requested.
District Grants
Utah submitted a request for the matching grant.  They purchased, rink divider pads for use at multiple rinks for ADM, 1200 pucks distributed to rinks, and had jerseys printing for the new Adult Rookie League participants.  The registration increased from 64 to 174.  They also printed flyers advertising “Come Play Hockey.”  The grant was unanimously approved.
Arizona wants to be considered for the grant for their Adult State Championship Tournament that will be held in the next few weeks.  This will be the 6th annual tournament.  Historical costs have been over $6000.  It was approved as long as receipts are submitted to affiliate. The grant was approved unanimously

Tournament Banners and Awards
Kelly Grover requested $4,000.00 to continue the tournament banners and awards.  T C Lewis made a MOTION to have it as a line item in the annual budget.  John McKibbon seconded the motion and approved for this year.  The question was asked if the District should supply a banner to the teams going straight to the National Tournament.  It was decided not to.  Those teams could get their own banner stating District Representative if they want to.  I was suggested to increase the Champion awards to 25.
Girls/Women Committee Grant
Bruce Karinen requested $2,600.00 for the Girls/Women Committee meeting in Salt Lake City in October 2014.  Steve Thompson made a MOTION to approve the girls/women grant for up to $2600.  T C Lewis seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. T C Lewis made a MOTION for this to be a line item in the annual budget.  Dean Brandstetter seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
Budget Review and Proposal
Jill Day presented the 2013-14 actual expenditures and the 2014-15 proposed budgets.  John McKibbon made a MOTION to include the noted grant requests as annual line items and to approve amended, proposed budget.  T C Lewis seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Written Reports
AZ – Three former Polar Ice rinks have changed ownership.  The rinks will be registering next season with USA Hockey so membership is expected to increase 2,000 to 3,000 players.  A new Tier I and Tier II policy will be implemented in the fall to help improve growth. Chris granted zero 15 yr olds waivers playing Jr this year, over 100 last year.

Risk Manager – Kelly Grover reported that the National Risk Manager meeting was held in Salt Lake City.  He expressed his appreciation for the Rocky Mountain District hosting a dinner for the attendees.

High School Section – Kelly also reported that the committee has decided that the 5th annual National High School Tournament will include a Pure team tournament and a combined team tournament. An affiliate must send a pure team before they will be allowed to send a combined team.  There were 19 pure and 13 combined teams in the 2014 tournament.

NM – Steve Thompson noted there is still a lot of turnover on the board.  The economics of New Mexico makes it tough to keep growth increasing.  The high school program is greatly affected by this.  The adult programs are doing well.  A Girls association is trying to grow.  Official registrations are also down.
TX – Legal issues continue to take a lot of time.  Entities are trying to circumvent the Dispute Resolution provisions of USA Hockey.  Registrations are up including Mites from “Try Hockey” events.

UT – Utah would like to thank Fred Wilner for his service as affiliate President.  He has resigned.  There have been many board member changes.  The Affiliate is changing its focus to grass roots from tier.    The new Cedar City outdoor rink is fully booked.  Many people showed up to shovel snow out of the rink so the kids could play hockey.  The adult leagues will stay with USA Hockey but county youth teams will be AAU.  The affiliate is working on changing bylaws and the policy and procedure manual..

ID – There are three new outdoor rinks.  The Girls program is growing.  There are many new board members.  Boise says their cross ice program is great.

Next Meetings

The January meeting will be in conjunction with the Winter Congress in Orlando, FL January 15, 2015.  The June meeting will be breakfast meeting at Annual Congress in Colorado Springs, CO June 3-6, 2015.  There was discussion of doing away with the District Annual Meeting being in Colorado Springs every other year.  There are pros and cons.  The Annual Meeting will be August 14-16, 2015 in San Antonio, TX.
District Tournaments

Arizona faced financial issues hosting this year due to teams not paying the entrance fee.  T C Lewis made a MOTION to require the Affiliate to pay the tournament fee for their teams to the tournament host 30 days in advance.  The attending teams must reimburse the Affiliate. Jon Brooks seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
Player Development 
Tom Lample is stepping down from the Player Development Camp committee.  He was given an appreciation plaque. Mark Serveas will now be running the Utah Camp.  

Adult Tournaments

Arizona’s adult tournament is in two weeks.  Any team can play.  It has grown so much over the last 6 years, they are talking about having each rink have competition to determine a winner and then have a playoff of those winners.

Volunteer Award 
There were no nominations last year.  Chris Kenney would like to push it to get going again and challenged the affiliates to find someone to nominate.
ODE

Kelly Grover entertained with his witty Ode to the meeting.

The meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Jill Day

RMD Secretary
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