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 WAKEFIELD, Mass. – Omaha sophomore forward Austin Ortega has been selected as the 
Hockey Commissioners’ Association National Division I Player of  the Month for December 2014 
after scoring seven goals and tallying nine points in eight games.
 Ortega guided the Mavericks to a 5-2-1 record while playing in all eight games. The Escon-
dido, California, native paced the NCHC with his nine points during the month, which also tied 
for the national lead in December. His seven goals led the NCAA for the month. Of  his seven 
goals, four were game-winners, again leading the country for December, and he is now tied for the 
NCAA lead with seven game-winning goals this season. Ortega tallied at least one point in seven 
of  his eight games during the month, including two multi-goal games, while also handing out two 
assists.
 Ortega opened December with an assist in a loss at Miami Dec. 5, but rebounded with a pair 
of  goals, including the game-winner, the next night as the Mavs earned a split. The 5-8 winger was 
named first star of  the game in the series finale. The next weekend, Ortega led Omaha to a sweep 
of  St. Cloud State, scoring the game-winning goal in both contests. He broke tie game in the third 
period of  each contest and earned second star of  the game in the series finale. Ortega was also 
tabbed NCAA Second Star of  the Week following the SCSU series.
 After having his four-game point streak and three-game goal streak snapped Dec. 20, Ortega 
responded with another two-goal outing the next night, striking twice on the power play in the 
third period to help UNO rally for a tie with Alabama-Huntsville. He then closed his month with 
another game-winner, scoring in overtime Dec. 30 to lift Omaha to a 2-1 win over New Hamp-
shire, again earning first star of  the game. He also chipped in an assist in a loss to UNH on New 
Year’s Eve. Ortega was named NCHC Offensive Player of  the Week for his outings against UAH 
and UNH and led the NCAA with 33 shots on goal in December.
 The HCA National Rookie of  the Month for December is Jack Riley from Mercyhurst. Riley, 
a 5-11, 185-pound forward, scored at least one point in three of  Mercyhurst’s four games, helping 
the Lakers to a 3-1-0 record in December. Riley finished the month leading the team in scoring, 
netting three goals and adding three assists 
for six points in those four contests. 
 The West Point, New York native posted 
career-highs in goals (2) and points (4), while 
tying a career-high in assists (2), in the Lak-
ers’ 6-3 win at Army Dec. 6. He had three 
points in the third period, including the pri-
mary assist on the game-winning goal, to 
help snap a 3-3 tie early in the final stanza. 
It was an emotional return to West Point for 
Riley, who was playing against Army, where 
his father Brian is the head coach, for the first 
time since becoming a Laker.
 Riley also had a goal and an assist in a 
two-game series against Robert Morris Dec. 
13-14. For the month, Riley, who was named 
the league’s Rookie of  the Week Dec. 9 and 
the Co-Rookie of  the Week Dec. 16, had 
three goals and three assists in four games 
while also posting a plus-three rating. He 
scored his first collegiate power-play goal 
against Robert Morris Dec. 13 and finished 
with eight shots on goal and seven blocked 
shots in December.
 Overall, Riley has scored five goals and 
added seven assists for 12 points in 16 games 
this season for the Lakers. He has scored at 
least one point in his last five outings.

Bob DeGregorio, Atlantic Hockey • Jim Delany, Big Ten
Steve Hagwell, ECAC Hockey • Joe Bertagna, Hockey East

Josh Fenton, NCHC • Bill Robertson, WCHA
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National Player of the Month
Austin Ortega, F, Omaha, NCHC

National Rookie of the Month
Jack Riley, F, Mercyhurst, Atlantic Hockey

Honorable Mention Player of the Month
Frank Vatrano, F, UMass, HEA

Daniel Ciampiani, F, Union, ECACH
Daniel Leavens, F, Robert Morris, AHA

Tyler Morley, F, Alaska, WCHA
Mike Reilly, D, Minnesota, Big Ten

Honorable Mention Rookie of the Month
Ryan Scarfo, F, Union, ECACH

Jack Eichel, F, Boston University, HEA
Dylan Larkin, F, Michigan, Big Ten 

Aidan Muir, F, Western Michigan, NCHC
Brad McClure, F, Minnesota State, WCHA


