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Wishing all of you and your fami-
lies a Great Holiday Season.    

Ride safe & have fun,
Paul

From the Desk
of the 

Prez..........
Paul D’Aquanni
OCW President

It is now December and we are 
in the middle of Holiday Season.  
OCW has much going on this 
month, with the Poker Ride on the 
6th, the ARTIC bike ride on the 
13th, and the Holiday Party & Boat 
Parade on the 14th.

I hope all of you get to take advan-
tage of an extra bike ride during 
the Holiday Season.  Maybe try 
an OCW ride on a day that is usu-
ally not available to you during the 
year.  Check out the ride calendar 
for possibilities.  

OCW will participate for the sec-
ond year in a “bike build” on Dec. 
15th, to support the Adopt a Fam-
ily  of the Share Our Selves or-
ganization.  This was a fun day 
last year as we helped to build 
approximately 75 bikes to help 
needy families with gifts during the 
Holiday Season.  If interested let 
me know and I will keep you up to 
date with details.

Also please remember to bring an 
unwrapped gift to the Holiday Par-
ty to support Hannah’s House in 
Orange, who are always extreme-
ly grateful for OCW’s donations.  

 Orange County Wheelmen’s
Holiday Party

Sunday,  December 14th, 2014
 
Come and join the fun on Sunday 
night, December 14, 2014 from 
5:00 pm to 11:00 pm at the Hun-
tington Harbor Yacht Club.  Dinner 
will be served at 7:00 pm.

The yacht club is on the water 
(imagine that) and there should 
be lots of decorated boats passing 
by for our entertainment. The boat 
parade starts around 5:15 pm.

There will be a $10.00 per person 
fee that will include a catered din-
ner with vegetarian dishes and 
lots of desserts.  There will be a 
no-host bar available. 

For more information and to make 
your reservation, please log on to:
http://www.ocwheelmen.org/page/
show/424945-holiday-party

News Items
Worth
Reading 

Miguel Perea
OCW Vice President

New OCW Jerseys and Shorts 
Available Now!

You can order all OCW clothing, 
jersey, shorts, arm warmers,  di-
rectly from Voler, but only through 
December 10!

The next window of opportunity 
won’t be until later in 2015, and 
we have already reached the mini-
mum of 25 orders for the discount 
of 10% for every order. Credit will 
be issued to the early buyers once 
the shopping window to Decem-
ber 10 is closed.

So take advantage of this oppor-
tunity and get your own Christmas 
present at http://www.voler.com/
custom/ordering/li/7083 

http://www.ocwheelmen.org
http://www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/424945-holiday-party
http://www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/424945-holiday-party
http://www.voler.com/custom/ordering/li/7083
http://www.voler.com/custom/ordering/li/7083
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Stacy Kline
lci@ocwheelmen.org

OCW’s
Public Relations

Update

There's a new petition out to amend the California Vehicle Code to 
allow motorists to cross a double yellow center line to pass a bicy-
clist when safe to do so. Please sign the petition and help spread 
the word!

Visit matthewschange.org for more information.

The majority of roads in California, and almost all two-lane roads have lanes that are too narrow for cyclists to 
safely share with motor vehicles. Here's why:

A bicycle is a two-wheeled articulated vehicle that remains upright by balance.  A cyclist is approximately 2' 
wide, and requires at minimum 12" on either side for balance and minor obstacle avoidance. Assume a 4' 
minimum operating space for a bicyclist, the operating width used by the AASHTO design manual and the 
guidelines set forth by the Federal Highway Administration.

If you add the 4' operating space for a cyclist to the 3' required for minimum legal safe passing clearance and 
8.5' (*excluding* mirrors) maximum vehicle width in California you come up with 15.5'. Most lanes in California 
are 10 to 12 feet wide and require moving into the next lane to safely pass a cyclist.

Most rural roads have lanes much narrower than 15.5’ and many miles of double yellow. It is unreasonable to 
assume that motor vehicle traffic will slow to the speed of cyclist until there is either a passing lane or a turnout. 
Faster vehicles will either pass unsafely and illegally (too closely) or just illegally (by crossing, at least partially, 
a double yellow). 

Yet a previous version of California’s three foot law was specifically vetoed by Governor Brown for allowing for 
such passes when safe to do so:

California Senate Bill 1464
(f) The driver of a motor vehicle on a two-lane highway may drive to the left of either of the markings 
specified in subdivision (a) or (c) to pass a person operating a bicycle proceeding in the same direction if in 
compliance with Section 21751 and if both of the following conditions are met:
(1) The left side of the road is clearly visible and free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance ahead 
to permit overtaking and passing of the bicycle to be completely made without interfering with the safe 
operation of any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction.
(2) The driver operates the motor vehicle to the left of either of the markings specified in subdivision (a) or (c) 
only to the extent reasonably necessary to comply with Section 21750.1.

Governor Brown’s reasoning in his veto of Senate Bill 1464 in September of 2012:

“Crossing a double yellow line is an inherently dangerous act that increases the risk of head-on collisions. 
When a collision occurs, it will result in a lawsuit where the state is likely to be sued as a “deep pocket.” By 
making it legal to cross a double yellow line, the bill weakens the state’s defense to these lawsuits.”

By vetoing SB 1464, and subsequently passing the watered down version that became law, Governor Brown 
prioritized the safety, speed and convenience of motorists, protected by airbags and crumple zones, over the 
lives and safety of cyclists who have no protections. 

Governor Brown’s veto of SB 1464 and passage of Assembly Bill No. 1371 was a decision to not afford cyclists 
the same protections that other road users enjoy. As such, it does not shield the state from “deep pocket” law-
suits from cyclists. That may be what is required to amend the law to give cyclists the protection the 3’ law was 
intended to confer.

Many states have sensible laws that allow motorists to cross double yellows when passing a slow-moving ve-
hicle such as a cyclist or slow-moving farm equipment. For example, here is Ohio’s statute.

§4511.31.  Hazardous zones
(A) The department of transportation may determine those portions of any state highway where overtaking 

By Greg Kline
Although the recent implementation of California's 3 Feet for Safety Act has clearly informed motorists of the 
need to leave sufficient space when passing cyclists, it still does not fully address the needs of cyclists nor of 
motorists when it comes to narrow two-lane roads with long sections of double yellow lines. Currently it is not 
legal for faster motorists to pass slower cyclists over a double yellow line, even when safe to do so. Drivers of 
motor vehicles are now forced to make the decision to either endanger a cyclist's life and break the law (CVC 
21760 three feet for safety act) by passing too closely or break another law (CVC 21460 double lines) by cross-
ing a double yellow to pass safely.
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Graphic by Keri Caffrey iamtraffic.org

http://www.ocwheelmen.org
mailto:lci%40ocwheelmen.org?subject=
http://matthewschange.org
http://www.ocwheelmen.org
http://iamtraffic.org


OCW CLUB LINKS
HOME PAGE:   www.ocwheelmen.org

CALENDAR:  www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/418357-calendar

OFFICERS:  www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/419328-officers

DIRECTORS:  www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/419332-directors

SUPPORTING MEMBERS:  www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/424483-supporting-memberships
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Special Thanks to Alan and Michelle Vester for holding the November 
Folding (Brain Storming) Party!
 
For more information on holding a folding party, log onto:

http://www.ocwheelmen.org/page/show/470759-folding-party

Looking for Nominations to OCW's Board of Directors
Would you like to serve in the OCW Board and get even more enjoyment 
from being part of OCW?  This is your opportunity to sign up. Contact 
Miguel Perea at lazcano54-bike@yahoo.com

For more information go to: http://www.ocwheelmen.org/page/
show/418415-ocw-board-of-directors

and passing other traffic or driving to the left of the center or center line of the roadway would be es-
pecially hazardous and may, by appropriate signs or markings on the highway, indicate the beginning and 
end of such zones. 

(B) Division (A) of this section does not apply when all of the following apply:

(1) The slower vehicle is proceeding at less than half the speed of the speed limit applicable to that loca-
tion.
(2) The faster vehicle is capable of overtaking and passing the slower vehicle without exceeding the 
speed limit.
(3) There is sufficient clear sight distance to the left of the center or center line of the roadway to meet the 
overtaking and passing provisions of section 4511.29 of the Revised Code, considering the speed of the slower 
vehicle.

Comment:  Section 4511.31(B) should help reduce tension between cyclists and faster drivers.  Now, they can 
pass in "no passing" zones IF passing is safe.

By allowing faster traffic to pass slower cyclists when safe to do so, drivers of motor vehicles would not be 
forced to make the decision they now need to make in California: either endanger a cyclist's life and break a 
law, or merely break a different law. The choice, obvious as it is, isn't as clear as it needs to be. The three foot 
law needs to be amended to meet the needs of all road users.
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