IAHA Meeting
September 20th, 2014
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Attendance: John Heinrich (President), Jim DiSanza (Vice President), Dean Brandstatter (USA Hockey),  Kevin Barnes (City of Boise), Buford Howell (Coeur d’Alene), Neil Emerizy (Webmaster), Michelle Mooney (McCall), Bobby Noyes (Referee-in-Chief, Sun Valley), Jeff Woolsey (Coeur d’Alene), Gordon Murdock (Moscow-Palouse), Joanne Tirocke (Moscow-Palouse), Vince Hughes (KYRO), Laura Wold (Moscow-Palouse), Brett Wilponen (LCHA), Jeff Knudsen (Salmon), Chris Storhok (Moscow-Palouse), Mark Mumford (Moscow-Palouse), 

Phone: Sara Benson (Sun Valley), Scott Heusser (Treasure Valley), Willie Warner (Teton Valley), Bev Hott (IFYHA), Doug Blank (IFYHA), Bill Combo (IFYHA), Justin Dobson (IFYHA), Amy Stahl (Grant Chairperson), Brad Andrews (Risk Manager).

1. Call to Order and Quorum: Jim DiSanza determined that the group has a quorum.

2. Minutes from previous meeting: motion—Jeff Knudsen, Second—Brett Wilponen, Motion approved unanimously. 
 
3. Association Reports: Associations that were not able to submit a written report each made a one to two minute report. 

4. President’s Report: Nothing new to report from the summer national meetings. National numbers look good. (See written report for more detail.) 

5. Treasurer’s Report: We will have a full Treasurers report that will be sent out via e-mail. Dean Brandstatter said that any transfer of books from one person to another should be accompanied by an audit. John Heinrich said he would see to this. 

6. Registrar’s Report. Tom Lampl provided the state numbers in May. 

7. Safe Sport Report: It is highly recommended that anyone who has regular contact with the kids gets Safe Sport Training. The state recommends that this be done prior to anyone in the local association’s first ice session. The absolute deadline for the getting the training done is December 31st. The State Registrar will check for Safe Sport completion when looking over rosters for state tournaments. Anyone who does not have it will not be coaching or refereeing. 

Mike Lehto, the State’s Safe Sport Coordinator needs the name of a Safe Sport representative from each association prior to December 1st, 2014. 

8. Local Association Schedule Report: Everyone should have the tournament schedule for the state. If you did not receive high school dates let Sarah Benson know. It has been recently updated with Lewiston and Palouse, and Sarah had missed an Idaho Falls date, but that has been corrected now. Neil will put on tabs on the Web site for every division so that particular schedules are easier to find. And, if you have special flyers or tournament applications, Neil will also post those on the Web site.    

9. Webmaster Report: l says he will need everyone’s support and input as he works his way into the job. He is learning how to work the Website and how to use it. He needs as much updated information as you can provide. Please send any updates, changes and suggestions regarding your organizations. Webmaster@rockymountain.com or Webmaster@iaha.com  

10. Girls Hockey Report: A quick survey of the room suggests that Idaho will have enough teams at the U-14 and U-19 for both divisions at the State Tournament. 
Bears will have a U19 and U14
IFYHA will have a U19 and U14
Sun Valley will have U10 or U14
Treasure Valley will have U19
McCall will have U14 and U19
Salmon will have U19
Boise Women’s Hockey Association will have U19

There was some discussion about dividing the boys midget division into U16 and U18 for the State Tournament. However, the consensus was that there are not enough players in each association to make this break. The midget division at the State Tournament will remain a U18 division. 

11. Disciplinary Committee: There haven’t been discipline reviews so far this year. John still has a list of volunteers for the committee. He has scratched a few that are no longer participating in IAHA business, but there are still plenty of volunteers.  

12. Grant Chairman Report: Amy has been in touch with Neil to help get our out-of-date forms updated on the Website. Amy says she is really new to this and Rusty is helping her get to know the process. She does have the budget that was set up in May. The deadline for 2016 for USA Hockey is May 10th. Amy would like to set January 31st  as the deadline for applications within the state.      

13. Risk Manager Report: We have 410 screened volunteers. Brad is asking the registrars to look at the list and see if there is someone who is screened but not on the list. Brad is able to go directly to the InteliCorp Website to check their lists for everyone who has been screened. Make sure to tell your coaches and referees and volunteers to use their middle initial, especially if they have common names. John asked about possible price increases and hasn’t heard about anything large on the horizon. He will monitor things and let us know if prices are set to go up substantially.      

14. Coach-in-Chief’s Report: Korey Scoran and John Heinrich ran a very successful Level 1 clinic in Boise early in September. There are three clinics set up for Idaho Falls and one will soon be posted in Sun Valley for a Level 1. Jim is still waiting for Korey to give him dates for Level 2 and 3 clinics in Boise. Gordon Murdock will begin scheduling clinics for North Idaho, including one in Lewiston, that may also serve folks in McCall.

15. Referee-in-Chief Report: Bobby sent out a report and everyone is free to look at that. He is looking to set up training in CDA, Lewiston, IF, Moscow, Sun Valley, Salmon and Idaho Falls. 


This year there are online training modules for referees to complete. Jeff Knudson asked if a “We need officials” page could be posted to the Web page so that interested referees, especially those at a higher level than level 1, could come to Salmon, or other smaller locations, to referee.    

16. Grow the Game Coordinator: We do have a Grow the Game Coordinator, although this person hasn’t been very active. John explained that the job is basically some cheerleading regarding the various grow-the-game initiatives from USA Hockey. 

Gordon Murdock brought up the need for IAHA to involve itself in more extensive grow-the-game efforts, especially encouraging rink construction in those communities that are large enough to have one but don’t. The two cities that were discussed most often in this discussion were Sandpoint and Twin Falls. The group agreed that an effort needed to be made to identify people in these communities that might want to become rink champions and that IAHA would be willing to send John and/or Jim to these communities and speak with local champions and start planting the seeds for additional rink construction. The group agreed to try and get lists of players in Sandpoint and Twin Falls that we might contact to begin this effort.    


17. Concussion Testing Program: John Heinrich explained the current situation. Our license for concussion tests expired this week. However, it seems as if most associations have their own licenses. Idaho Falls has their own. So does Boise. John asked if IAHA should spend the money for additional concussion tests. Several organizations expressed a need for the state’s licenses. Motion: We renew our licenses for IMPACT concussion tests. Moved Jim DiSanza, Second Bobby Noyes--Motion: We renew the license for the coming year. Motion passed unanimously. 

We also agreed that we will publish the fact that IAHA has concussion tests available to associations.   
 
18. Policy and Procedure Manual—All
a. PDC Exemption Policy—Jim DiSanza presented a proposed exemption policy. He explained that it eliminated the difference between exemption and an at-large bid that was included in the old policy. He said that this worked to simplify the policy and make it more clear. 

After a brief discussion, the following motion was forwarded: Motion: For a player to be selected to move on to the Rocky Mountain District Development camp, they must attend the Idaho Player Development Camp. Moved, Bev Hott, Second, Scott Heusser. 

A discussion ensued. Supporters of the motion said that this would nullify the need for the extensive exemption process and support players who choose to stay in Idaho to play and attend the camp and those who choose to make it back from out-of-state for the camp. 

Jim DiSanza pointed out that the mandate from USA Hockey is to send the best players on to the Rocky Mountain District Camp and if we are not doing that we will lose allocations from the Rocky Mountain District. He explained that a similar policy was adopted by Montana and they reversed themselves when they lost allocation slots.

Some argued that they were willing to take that hit from the District.

Others said that this motion punishes kids who decide that their best chance to get a college scholarship or play professionally at some level required them to move out of state for better competition. 

Jim DiSanza asked for a roll call vote so that the number of Yes and No votes could be counted. The motion lost 14 to 5 with one abstention.    (No, No, No, No, No, No, No, No, No, No, No, No, Yes, Yes, Yes, Yes, Yes, Abstain, No, No).

Another motion was forwarded: A five person committee will be established to evaluate whether a person’s application for an exemption is valid. Moved: Scott Heusser, Second, Jeff Wolsey.  Motion passes with two opposed.

The new exemption policy, with this amendment, will be posted on the Webpage and in the Policies and Procedures Manual.

b. State Tournament Checklist: Bev Hott and Sarah Benson will use their extensive experience running state tournaments to put together a checklist of tasks and duties so that other associations can use this to smooth their hosting process. 

19. Old Business
a. Player Development Camp Policy—Already covered above.
b. Play-Up/Down Policy: In May, Tom Lampl had expressed a concern that the number of kids playing up should be limited to a certain percentage of the total team. However, there was no motion presented and this discussion was tabled until May.  
c. Post Season Teams: Korey Scoran and Scott Heusser have been working on this. They are developing a list of have laid out a list of qualifications for someone to play on a post-season team and believe that the cost of post-season team play would be between $125 and $150. The plan is host this tournament in Boise. They have put out feelers and gotten middling responses.  

John said that Montana has a select team that has expressed interest in coming to play. 
     
20. New Business:
a. Policy and Procedures Update—John has gone through the Policies and Procedures manual and updated it in two ways. First, it has been updated to include changes to the screening policy and Safe Sport, etc. Second, he has gone through minutes of previous meetings to update the P&P manual with the various motions that have been passed over the past several years. At the May meeting, he will present a complete copy of the P&P manual using Track Changes so that people can see the old version and the proposed changes. 
b. High School Commissioner: John would like to have a person in a position to collate information from high school play across the state, compile stats, coordinate and encourage cross-state regular season play. Scott suggested using the state’s high school organization as a model for what this person would do in his job. Bev said that she has a lot of contacts in the Idaho High School association. Jeff said maybe this should come under the purview of the Grow the Game position. 
 
c. Incident Reports: Bobby Noyes discussed the progressive suspension policy that is being implemented this year. There was an extensive discussion of how tracking of this policy would work to prevent cheating. To try and enforce this policy, it was decided that Incident Reports will be sent to the Referee-in-Chief, the President of IAHA and they should forward these to the Coach-in-Chief and the President of the local association. It was hoped that this wider reporting and sharing of the document might deter cheating (putting a suspended player back out on the ice prior to the completion of the suspension). 

d. McCall Youth Hockey request waiver allowing first year Bantam players to be placed on a Midget u-16 roster. Moved to approve: Gordon, Second, Vince. 

John Heinrich expressed concern that this team not go to any AA or A U-16 tournaments. Scott said it might not be a good idea to take them to the State Association tournament. McCall is encouraged to be very careful about the U-16 tournaments it chooses to attend. 

Motion passes with one opposition vote and one abstention.

e. Financial Reports to the Board: Move that language in the Bylaws mandating that local associations pass along financial information to the IAHA be removed. 

A discussion of this mandate ensued. Dean Brandstatter suggested that asking local associations to pass along information to IAHA puts the state association at an increased liability risk. If something inappropriate was going on at the local association, IAHA could be asked to account for why they did audit the information they received and did not find the malfeasance. 

Others asked why the IAHA would want to keep financial information if they didn’t intend to do anything with it. 

Motion passes unanimously. 

f. Gordon Murdock tabled the following motion: All house-league hockey in Idaho is non-check. Second by Brett Wilopnen—this applies to any team not registered as a tiered hockey team. 	Comment by John: space

Gordon argued that this idea would help maintain kids in the midget and high school leagues who may be dropping out of the game because of the injury risk. Others argued that they are happy to play no-check hockey when it is requested but that such a policy would greatly limit their freedom to play out-of-state. The motion was tabled.

Gordon agreed to work with several others to present a pro/con discussion of no-check hockey for the May meeting.  
 

21.  Date and Venue for Spring Meeting:    May 16th,    McCall

For future decisions regarding meeting locations, the state was divided up into three regions and the meetings will rotate between regions. 

Southeast, Idaho Falls, Salmon, Pocatello, Teton
Southwest, Sun Valley, Boise, McCall
North: CDA, Moscow, Lewiston

Meeting adjourned at 1:50.








 

  






 






 








  


