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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Live Demonstrations, Response Vehicles & 33 Indoor Exhibits 
Headline 2014 Emergency PrepareFair Today at IDS Center 

 
MINNEAPOLIS (September 23, 2014) — Nine speakers who impact Minneapolis’ safety on a daily basis 
open the 2014 Minneapolis Emergency PrepareFair today at 10 a.m. inside the IDS Center Crystal Court. 
Today’s speakers include: 
 

 Minneapolis Mayor Betsy Hodges  

 Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) 
Assistant Chief Matt Clark  

 Minneapolis Downtown Council/DID 
President & CEO Steve Cramer 

 Target VP/Corporate Security Ralph Boelter  

 Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office  
Lieutenant Jim Goodrich  

 Minneapolis Fire Chief John Fruetel  

 Metro Transit Police Chief John Harrington  

 MPD Inspector Medaria Arrandondo  

 IDS Center general manager Jim Durda 
 
The speakers’ focus will be on emergency preparedness along with the exhibits and live demonstrations 
that will be on display at PrepareFair, which will take place from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. inside the IDS Center 
Crystal Court and along Nicollet Mall between 6th and 10th streets. 
 
PrepareFair’s goals are to help attendees Explore, Engage and Learn. Now in its 5th year and hosted by 
the Minneapolis Downtown Improvement District (DID), PrepareFair offers a way for the community to 
learn emergency preparedness in conjunction with the National Preparedness Month throughout 
September. Representatives from local government entities, nonprofits, companies and universities will 
all be present to help visitors learn proper protocol for emergency safety ranging from gas leaks and 
weather warnings to unexpected happenings in our community. 
 
“It’s important for our community to be ready and informed in the event of an emergency,” said Steve 
Cramer, President & CEO of the Minneapolis Downtown Council and Downtown Improvement District. 
“PrepareFair allows our downtown employees, residents, and youth a chance to learn how to handle 
such situations and be prepared if they arise.” 
 
The 2014 PrepareFair will feature 33 emergency preparedness exhibitors inside the IDS Center Crystal 
Court. Directly outside the IDS Center on Nicollet Mall from 10:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m., there will be live 
demonstrations from the Minneapolis Police Department (MPD) Bomb Squad, S.W.A.T. and K9 Unit as 
well as Hennepin County Medical Center, Community Emergency Response Team and more. Along 
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Nicollet Mall between 6th and 10th streets, there will be 23 outdoor exhibits where visitors will have a 
rare chance to see emergency response vehicles up close—including a Minneapolis Fire Department fire 
engine, the MPD's Bomb vehicle, the WCCO-TV Storm Chaser vehicle, Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office’s 
mobile command and more.  
 
Indoor exhibits at Prepare Fair include the National Weather Service, American Red Cross, Department 
of Public Safety (HSEM), Hennepin County Human Services and Public Health, The Salvation Army, the 
University of Minnesota Department of Emergency Management, CenterPoint Energy, Minneapolis 311 
and many others. This year’s PrepareFair will also include a Kids Zone inside aimed at kindergarten-aged 
youth using kid-friendly materials and mascots as educational tools. Along with the Kids Zone, mascots 
related to exhibitors at PrepareFair—including Target’s Bullseye, DNR’s Smokey Bear (celebrating his 
70th birthday), MPD’s McGruff, Ramsey County Ready Rescue Gopher, HCMC’s Bernie the Rescue Dog 
and MFD’s Sparky—will all be on hand. 
 
“Being able to hear from these speakers, then learn more through live demonstrations, videos and 
conversations during PrepareFair, is an awesome way to help citizens begin thinking about how they can 
be ready in case of an emergency,” said Minneapolis Downtown Improvement District Director of Safety 
Initiatives Shane Zahn. “The live demonstrations and exhibits will entertain visitors of all ages. It’s an 
educational setting, but it’s a lot of fun, too.” 
 
The Minneapolis DID invites all residents of Minneapolis and Hennepin County to participate in and 
learn from the various exhibitors and experts who will be on hand, ready to demonstrate and discuss 
personal and business preparedness. 
 
For more information on PrepareFair, visit www.MinneapolisDID.com or follow along on Twitter 
@MinneapolisDID and through the hashtag #PrepareFair.  
 
About the Minneapolis Downtown Council: 
 
Founded in 1955, and one of the oldest central business districts in the nation, the Minneapolis 
Downtown Council (MDC) is a membership based entity that works to create an extraordinary 
downtown. The MDC’s collaborative development of Intersections: The Downtown 2025 Plan was 
designed to help downtown businesses, community leaders, and citizens build on downtown’s assets 
and implement future goals. For more information, please visit www.downtownmpls.com. 
 
About the Downtown Improvement District: 
 
Founded in early 2009, after more than five years of formative planning and advocacy by the downtown 
business community, the Minneapolis DID delivers higher levels of service to make downtown cleaner, 
greener, safer and more vibrant throughout a 120-block area, as is the case with most Business 
Improvement Districts. For more information, visit www.minneapolisdid.com. 
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