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Drapluk Heating Up in Second Season with Chill
The Pembroke Pines native will head to Lake Superior State next year
By Matt Mackinder

E ric Drapluk knows the sacrifices involved with 
playing the game of hockey at a high level.

    The 19-year-old Pembroke Pines native has played 
away from home for the last four years, with the last 
two being in Onalaska, Wis., with the North American 
Hockey League’s (NAHL) Coulee Region Chill.
    Last season, Drapluk tallied three goals and 27 
points in 55 games from the Chill blue line and is on 
that same pace this year with eight assists through 
16 games. He was also named Coulee Region’s cap-
tain and has been a big reason why the locker room 
is a tight-knit group.
    “I’ve tried to be more of a leader this year and am 
trying to show the new guys what it takes to play in 
this league and be successful,” said Drapluk, who will 
play next season at Lake Superior State University 
(CCHA). “Some guys came from other leagues where 
they were first-line players and now in juniors, they’re 
third- or fourth-line guys. I try and help these guys 
adjust to their new roles.”
    Moving to the small town of Onalaska after know-
ing the crowded Miami suburbs his whole life has 
been a change, according to Drapluk, but he feels it’s 
all in part to his willingness to adapt to change.
    “It’s been awesome to see different parts of the 

country,” said Drapluk. “In Coulee Region, the people 
are so laid-back as opposed to the people in Miami. 
It’s a slower pace, too. Leaving home was an adjust-
ment at first, but it’s not as hard as some people 
think.”
    The upswing of hockey in Florida is also a ma-
jor reason why Drapluk has advanced as far as he 
has in the game. He played for the South Florida 
Golden Wolves program growing up, as well as the Jr. 
Panthers and the Jr. Everblades. His most influential 
youth coach, Brett Strot, is the brother of Coulee 
Region coach Garrett Strot. The former coached 

Drapluk with the Jacksonville Ice Dogs junior team in 
2006 and 2007.
    “Hockey has grown so much since I was little,” 
Drapluk said. “I remember when I was a kid, there 
was only one youth team and now there are seven 
or eight. We didn’t have AAA hockey when I was 
younger and now most of the organizations have AAA 
teams. I couldn’t have imagined that hockey would 
have grown to the point where it is right now when I 
was a kid. The talent that is coming out of Florida has 
opened a lot of eyes to the point where it can com-
pete with other areas of the country.”
    Having the NHL’s Florida Panthers and Tampa Bay 
Lightning to look up to as role models also helped 
Drapluk aspiring to move up the hockey ladder.
    “The Panthers played 20 minutes from my house 
and I would go to as many games as I could,” re-
membered Drapluk. “Playing Division I college hockey 
has always been my goal and maybe to play pro 
hockey, too, but I know it takes a lot to get there. 
You have to love the game. The NAHL is a very 
tough and competitive league and you have to take 
every game seriously. Coming here has been one of 
the best decisions, if not the best decision I’ve ever 
made.
    “I think I’ve developed as a player and a person 
and this league will help me get to the next level.”

Pembrook Pines native Eric Drapluk has taken on a leadership role 
this season as captain of the Coulee Region Chill. Photo/NAHL


