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Michigan Senior Women’s Hockey League 
Board Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, July 15, 2014 

Attendees: Sarah Jacobsen (President, Freeze), Michelle Reeve, (Treasurer, Hammerheads), Laurie 
Golden-Birchler (Secretary, Flames), Kelliey Unsworth (Ice Ninjas), Renee LeBlanc (Board Member, 
TOT5), Meg Foley (Swarm), Shellie Martin (Swarm), Kerri Kelly (Board Member, Bombshells), 
Carol Schwanger (Board Member, TOT5/TOT6) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. by President Sarah Jacobsen, followed by introductions 
of the newly elected board and general membership attendees. 
 
I.  Review and approval of 6/10/14 minutes with no changes.  Motion by C. Schwanger; seconded by 
 M. Reeve.  
 
II.  Election of officers 

A. S. Jacobsen nominated and approved as President by vote of board. 
B. L. Golden-Birchler nominated and approved as Secretary. 
C. M. Reeve nominated and approved as Treasurer. Discussion and agreement that former 

treasurer Tracy Cosenza will continue to help out as “Assistant Treasurer” per Article VI, 
Section 9 of the By-laws.  

  
III.  New Business and housekeeping 

A. M. Reeve will assign new board members editing privileges for the website. 
B. Board discussed staggered or two-year terms for board members to maintain stability of 
 board. After some discussion, it was tabled it for review before May, 2015 elections. 
C.  Upcoming meetings will be scheduled at the Mahany/Meininger Senior Center - 3500 
 Marais Ave, Royal Oak, MI 48073. C. Schwanger will secure the room. The annual 
 mandatory scheduling meeting will be held at Redford Thurston High School on August 
 19 at 7:00 PM.  
D. Initial division placement discussion meeting to be held August 5, 2012 at the Senior Center. 
 This is a closed meeting.  
  

IV. Treasurer’s Report 
 A.  Current balance: $4931.46 
 B.  Check in amount of $14.37 (for “get well” cards) cleared. 
 C.  Outstanding expenses in the amount of $277.16 for July 12 MAHA meeting attendance by 
  M. Reeve and R. LeBlanc. 
 
V.  MAHA Summer Meeting Report 

A. M. Reeve, R. LeBlanc, and C. Schwanger attended the MAHA annual summer meeting in 
Traverse City.  M. Reeve issued the following report: 
1.  Sport NGIN has capability for an online “intent to enter” for teams to indicate their 

interest in registering for the league. Further investigation will be warranted to see if 
this is possible for MSWHL and at any additional costs.  

2.  Carol Schwanger was awarded the Kelly Service Award for her involvement within 
MAHA,,which is one of the highest honors awarded by MAHA. 

3. Canadian players are allowed to play on non-national bound teams. 
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4.   Referee discussion with Sean Jacques, Michigan Referee in Chief to understand the 
hierarchy and process of communicating referee issues/complaints.  

 a. Each district has a Referee in Chief (RIC), which can be located on the MAHA 
website. Refs are assigned to each game by the referee scheduler for the rink.  

 b. Comments/complaints about referees should be handled by the home team, first to 
the ref scheduler, who may be asked not to assign the particular ref again; then if the 
situation is not resolved satisfactorily, to the RIC for the district.  

 c. M. Reeve will send a list of MSWHL home rinks to S. Jacques for further 
assistance in resolving ref issues. 
d. Discussion brought up the consideration of introducing a referee feedback sharing 

 forum for MSWHL teams, or list of/recognition for refs who have done well with 
reffing the women’s game.  

 
VI.  Registration 

A. C. Schwanger has agreed to act as MSWHL League Registrar. Teams can send her the USA 
Hockey Membership confirmation numbers for their players and she will draw up the roster 
and certify it.    

B. Rosters for the upcoming 2014-2015 season are due to the league (S. Jacobsen) by 7/31. 
Rosters received so far include Ice Ninjas, Swarm, Polar Bears, Renegades, Cranks, Metro 
Blades, Ice Picks, Iron Maidens, Mission, Bombshells, Motor City Crush. 

C. Season registration will open August 15 on the MSHWL website. Players must be 
registered with USA Hockey before they can be added to a team roster. Players must be 
registered with both USA Hockey and MSWHL by September 15. 

 
VII.  Handbook revisions 

A. Eligibility discrepancy in the By-laws and in the Handbook regarding 18 vs. 19 year-olds in 
 league was addressed. (Section IV. A) Motion was made by C. Schwanger to amend the 
 handbook to coincide with By-laws to a player minimum age of 20 with two 19-year 
 old players per team. Motion passed. 

B. Ruicci Cup Shootout Rules (Section XXII. F. 2. d. ii) 
  Shoot out rules will be amended to address the inequity of the number of players in 
  the shootout for each team. It was decided that, if the teams do not have the same  
  number of players on the roster, the team with the greater number of players, at the 
  manager’s discretion, may choose to have the number of players in the shoot out be 
  equal to, but not less than, the number of players on the opponent’s roster, before the 
  same player is able to shoot again. For example, if Team A has 10 players and Team B 
  has 12 players, the Team B manager may choose to have only 10 players participate in 
  the shoot out for as long as it takes to score, honoring that no player may shoot twice 
  before all participating teammates have shot once, etc.  
 C.  Registration/rostering (Secion VIII. D) will be adjusted to accommodate the return to using 
  the registrar process for official rostering.  
  
Meeting adjourned at 8:46 p.m.   
Next meeting: Tuesday, August 19, 7:00 p.m. in the Mahany/Meininger Senior Center (3500 Marais) 
in Royal Oak. This meeting is mandatory for all new managers/new teams.  
 

Respectfully submitted, Laurie Golden-Birchler 


