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A catchy phrase and message intended to inspire a group of athletes and their super fans on the brink of a new and promising season.  White words on the front of a black t-shirt.  Who knew that the dream would become reality and that same group of athletes would be hearing those same words from Coach Eric Johnson to prepare them to take the ice for the game that would decide the 2011 girls’ state hockey champions?

The Skippers faced off against their Lake Conference rival and familiar opponent,  the Edina Hornets.  The first ten minutes of play were calculated and tentative on both sides, with intermittent bursts of offense at both ends and the goalies prevailing. The game’s first break came almost midway through the first. Maggie Bazany used her speed to zip past an Edina defender, who tripped her as she drove toward the Hornet net. A minute later, Minnetonka struck. Coming off a faceoff, Rachel Ramsey pinched in to help win the draw, but eventually the puck turned over to Edina on the low right circle. Carolyn Draayer intercepted the clearing attempt, took it to the right sideboards, then spotted Petersen open low on the left side of the ice. Petersen collected the pass and fired a bullet in the upper right corner, over the shoulder of the Edina goalie to put Minnetonka up 1-0. 
 
But Edina didn’t back down. They came storming back and within minutes had scored back-to-back goals 25 seconds apart, to take a 2-1 lead.
 
The up and down play resumed. Then, in one of the game’s truly memorable moments, Courtney McDougal scored her first goal of the season to tie the game at 13:16 in the first period. While Bowman and Petersen worked the puck along the left side of the rink, McDougal slipped nearly undetected into the high slot. Bowman made a pass from the boards to Petersen on the left circle. All three Edina players in the area turned in unison to face Petersen, following the puck’s progress and leaving McDougal all alone in front. So when Petersen’s shot bounced off the goaltender’s pad, McDougal was there to put in the rebound. The Edina defense responded, but McDougal had position and was strong on her stick. She kept jamming the puck home until it was behind the goal line. So the Skippers and Hornets went into the locker room knotted at two goals apiece.
 
The second period turned into the game that fans might have been expecting, a tight-defensive battle, with great opportunities on both ends and staunch goaltending. Even the student sections settled down, their attention riveted to the game on the ice, rather than engaging in the usual fan taunting contests.
 
The chess match continued in the third period. Each team was cautious about taking risks, but becoming increasingly aware that the next goal could be the difference in the game. The momentum shifted back and forth, back and forth, with each goalie thwarting several close calls. 
 
As regulation time ticked away the Minnetonka student section began to chant, “We believe!” As if in response, Minnetonka built upon several strong shifts in a row with increased pressure in the Edina end. Finally, with 39.6 seconds on the clock, Amy Petersen scored the game winning goal in spectacular fashion. The play started with about a minute left when Rachel Ramsey dangled her way through several Edina players to gain the offensive zone and throw a wrist shot at the Edina net. The goalie kicked the rebound out to the right, into the oncoming rush by Laura Bowman. Bowman reached out to tip the rebound into the net, but was stopped by a diving Edina backchecker and the goalie as well. In the collision, the Edina netminder lost her stick which got left along the end boards. The Edina defenseman handed over her own stick, and reestablished her position in front of the crease with empty hands. 
 
Meanwhile, Paige Baldwin picked up the loose puck behind the net and Tonka continued its possession. After a shot by Sidney Morin was deflected out to the left boards, Baldwin was back on the puck, scrumming  against two Edina players as another looked on. But Baldwin won the battle. From there Bowman picked up the puck, wove through the Edina defense and attempted a shot as one Edina player dove toward her hands and another tried to block the shot. The puck dribbled into the low slot, where it was grabbed by Petersen who had found open ice in front of the net. Petersen seemed to take a deep breath before deciding where she wanted to put the game winning goal. She chose her favorite spot -- top shelf. As she released the shot, she was tackled from behind by the stick-less Edina defenseman. It was a freakishly similar response to when Petersen slipped behind the last player back in the waning minutes of the home game vs. Edina and got slashed over the top of the head by a Hornet as she shot. Apparently, desperate times call for desperate measures. The Skippers preserved the win for the next 39.6 seconds, earning themselves the title of State Champions, the first ever for the Minnetonka High School Hockey program.   
 
This season has been one of relentless offense, reliable defense and rock-solid goaltending. The capstone 3-2 victory belongs to the entire team, each of whom had a role in the astonishing 29-1-1 season. Reflecting Minnetonka’s depth throughout the season, 12 players earned points in the playoffs. The six game-winning goals in Sections and State were scored by five different team members.  The epilogue to the State Championship featured a shower of honors for various Skipper players. Rachel Ramsey, Julie Friend, Sidney Morin, Amy Petersen and Carolyn Draayer were named to the All-Tournament team. Draayer was also awarded the Herb Brooks Award. The following day, Julie Friend was named the Senior Goalie of the Year. Friend and Ramsey received All-State recognition, while Paige Baldwin, Laura Bowman, Morin and Draayer received All-State Honorable Mention.
 
“All it takes is all you’ve got.”  A simple message, now prophetic, on the back of that same t-shirt.   With this team, their coaches, their talent, dedication and passion for the game of hockey and belief in each other, it’s as simple as black and white.  Congratulations to the 2011 State Champions, the Minnetonka Skippers.

Two For the Show – 2/25/11

Hockey players will tell you that they don't hear anything from the stands when they're on the ice playing the game.   Ever since they were cute little mites wearing braids and ribbons under their helmets and brightly colored laces to tie their skates, one universal message has been preached by parents watching their daughters play:  crash the net.

Based on the Minnetonka Skippers' play in the semi-final game against Coon Rapids Friday night at the X, one thing is clear:  they heard.

The Skippers crashed the net early and often, resulting in four consecutive goals that the  Cardinals were unable to respond to, and earning them the the right to the play the game they've worked all season for.  The Skippers are going to the Ship!

The atmosphere at the X was what high school playoff hockey is all about.  Minnetonka's pep band entertained the crowd with lively renditions of favorite songs. Large student bodies from both schools turned out to taunt each other with chants and cheers (although we're not entirely certain that the Coon Rapids contingent was aware that they were at the Girls tournament).  Groups of youth players were on hand to welcome the Skippers on the ice with high fives and watch themselves on the jumbo-tron.  The festive feeling in the stands seemed to get the Skippers going, as they came out flying with the first drop of the puck.

Senior Captain Carolyn Draayer got the first goal of the game at 2:53 of the first period.   Sidney Morin passed the puck to Amy Petersen  who released a shot on net as the Skippers swarmed the net.  Then while Laura Bowman kept the Coon Rapids defense tied up, Draayer picked up the puck at the side of the crease, found herself a wide open goal and slammed it to the back.  

The early goal added to the Skippers’ energy and all three lines continued to skate at top speed, keeping the puck in their offensive zone and the Cardinals on their heels.  Paige Baldwin tallied the next goal less than two minutes later, again crashing the net to pick up a rebound off Laura Bowman’s shot.  Amy Petersen also got an assist.

The Skippers added a third goal at 8:05 in the first period, giving them a commanding 3-0 lead.  Paige Baldwin skated into the slot for a rebound, grabbed the puck at the hash marks and absolutely sniped the Cardinal goalie.

It was no looking back for the Skippers after the first period.  To their credit, the Cardinals did not fold and charged back in the second period, controlling play and getting quality shots on Tonka’s goal.  Julie Friend stepped up and showed why she is a Ms. Goalie top candidate, shutting down the Cardinals' attack.

Carolyn Draayer added the icing with her second goal of the game at 15:31 in the second period.  Draayer took a wrist shot from the left top circle that appeared to be covered by the Coon Rapids goalie’s leg pads.  While the Rapids defenders stood waiting for the whistle, Draayer followed her shot to the net to find the puck trickled through the five hole and stuffed it past the red line to make it 4-0 Tonka.  Crash the net, lesson learned.

The game ended 4-1 late in the evening and left the Skippers a short-lived celebration.

The Skippers meet the Edina Hornets tonight for the title of State Champions.

For the seniors, this will be their last game wearing the  royal  "M" on the front of their jerseys.  It's the game that every hockey player, from mite to senior, dreams of playing to end their high school career.  Win or lose, girls, do it with Tonka pride and know that tonight, your parents won't be in the stands yelling for you to crash the nets.  They're saying, "that's my daughter."

One Down... 2/24/11


The Minnetonka Skippers girls hockey team continued its remarkable season on Thursday, February 24, posting a solid 3-0 win over the Elk River-Zimmerman Elks at the Xcel Energy Center. The win puts the Skippers one step closer to their ultimate goal.
 
Because this is the Skippers first trip ever to the State Tournament, the quiet confines of the Xcel Energy Center took some getting used to. Minnetonka seemed to be testing the waters on Thursday night early in the first period, while repeat contender Elk River brought their A game. The Elks worked hard, trying to bottle the Skippers up in their own end with tight physical play. As the period wore on, however, the Skippers began to adjust and the Elks committed a costly infraction. On the resulting power play, Laura Bowman notched the first and eventual game-winning goal off a rebound of Sidney Morin’s bullet from the point. With some help down low, Bowman dove to the puck and slid it through the five-hole of the Elks goalie. 
 
The second period brought two more goals for the #1 seeded Skippers. Both goals came off the stick of defenseman Rachel Ramsey.  Ramsey's first goal came in the form of a blistering slap shot near the top of the circle that blew by the Elks goalie. Ramsey tallied her second goal from the top of the left circle, a shot into heavy traffic in the front of the net.  The puck appeared to glance off at least one Elk River player and took a fortuitous bounce into the back of the net, giving the Skippers a comfortable 3 - 0 lead.
 
The Skippers cruised through the rest of the game, peppering the Elk River netminder with shot after shot, but nothing further to show for it. Minnetonka came close on several tries, especially in a third period 5 on 3 advantage, but were unable to convert. 

The Skippers defense was typically stingy, limiting the Elks to just seven shots on goal in the last two periods and holding Elk River's leading goal scorer to just three shots on goal in the game. Julie Friend continued her solid play in net, earning the shutout with 11 saves.  
 
Minnetonka looks forward to its matchup versus the Coon Rapids Cardinals on Friday, February 25 at 8pm, in the State Tournament Semi-Finals. They are hoping for strong fan support, Tonka-style, (with the usual creative yet appropriate cheers), as the Coon Rapids team played on Thursday in front of a large and enthusiastic Cardinal crowd. Bring your signs and let’s show them Tonka Pride!
 
Skippers Bound For State - At Last! – 2/18/11


Minnetonka achieved its season-long goal of winning the Section Championship Friday night at Parade Ice Garden, nailing a convincing 4-0 win against powerhouse Benilde-St. Margaret’s. The game lived up to its billing, providing action-packed hockey for the Minnetonka fans, who came out en masse to support the Skippers.
 
The game started before the game, when the girls were in their pre-game huddle. In what appeared to be a standoff between the teams, neither team would break ranks and return to the bench. Traditionally the visiting team returns to their bench first, but Benilde waited, testing the resolve of the the home-team Skippers. Minnetonka outlasted Benilde in this pre-game “contest,” and as Amy Petersen told Coach Eric Johnson back at the bench, "we won the first battle of the night."  The Skippers' determination carried on throughout the game. The ensuing first period was scoreless, as each team worked out its nerves and tried to establish momentum.
 
Minnetonka took control of the game in the second period. Senior Carolyn Draayer tallied the first goal of the game, taking a shot from Kira von Steinbergs' backhanded centering pass and then stuffing in her own rebound as the shot bounced back out from the post. Moments later, senior Paige Baldwin netted a classic goal in her own style, firing a rocket from the edge of the left circle to beat the BSM goalie. The fans began to sense that Minnetonka was on its way. BSM, playing with a shortened bench, began to tire as the period progressed. Hadley Cookson picked up Minnetonka’s third goal, taking advantage of a Benilde turnover in the high slot. Cookson wasted no time, slamming the one-timer into the back of the net.
 
Sitting on a three-goal lead to begin the third period, the Skippers then changed tactics. Minnetonka played it safe, bottling Benilde up in their own end as much as possible, and continuing to roll three lines against the Red Knights. The Skippers grabbed one more goal five minutes into the third while on the power play. Kira von Steinbergs picked up a loose puck following Hannah Behounek's shot from the point. The puck went toward the net and ended up on the stick of Draayer, who threw a backhanded shot on goal. Von Steinbergs, patiently waiting on the edge of the crease, pounced on the rebound as it laid on the goal line and poked it home for the Skippers.

Meanwhile, Benilde took every opportunity to press Minnetonka’s defense, challenging Julie Friend with shot after shot. But Friend and the Minnetonka defense were up to the task. Minnetonka’s goalie was calm and focused, turning away a total of 28 shots including 15 in the final period when BSM had several power plays.

The section championship win was a total team effort.  The Blue Crew of Carolyn Draayer, Hadley Cookson and Kira Von Steinbergs provided the scoring punch, with three goals and two assists, and was a constant buzz at the net.  The Soviets line of Laura Bowman, Amy Petersen and Paige Baldwin netted another goal and kept the throttle set at overdrive with their speed and forechecking in the BSM zone.  The Green Machine of Maggie Bazany, Darby Flatley and Courtney McDougal had perhaps their strongest game of the season, grinding down the Red Knights with sustained pressure and physical play.  The D-core of Rachel Ramsey, Sidney Morin, Hannah Behounek and Sydney Baldwin flipped the switch to shut down mode, keeping shots to the outside and clearing the puck and players from the crease, giving Julie Friend the room and vision to do what she does best: stopping the puck.

The Skippers will have a couple of days off to savor the victory and then get back to work in the hopes of achieving another year long goal.  The Skippers take on the Elk River Elks in their first game of the State Tournament at the Xcel Energy Center on Thursday, 2/24 at 6 p.m.  
 
The Skippers look forward to their loyal fans making the Trek to the X with them, for the best that girls high school hockey offers.  See you in St. Paul...finally!

Skippers Take A Bite Out Of Bison – 2/16/11


The Skippers came on strong Wednesday night, eventually icing a 6-1 victory over Buffalo. The win puts Minnetonka into the Section 6AA Championship game on Friday night. 
    
The Skippers got down to business early this time. Amy Petersen notched Minnetonka’s first goal just over a minute into the game, putting away a rebound of Laura Bowman’s shot. A few minutes later Bowman sniped the Buffalo goalie herself, top shelf bar-down on the power play. Hannah Behounek added a third goal, ripping it from the point while Minnetonka’s forwards provided a screen. Tempers started to flare as the period progressed, with several skirmishes breaking out in front of the Buffalo net. At one point, the Buffalo goalie physically restrained a teammate who appeared to be in hot pursuit of retaliation against a Minnetonka forward. Late in the period, Rachel Ramsey tacked on another power play goal with a  great read of the developing play, putting Minnetonka up 4-0 as the teams left the ice for the first intermission.

In the second frame, Minnetonka continued its barrage of shots and putting two more points on the scoreboard. Hadley Cookson ended her long scoring drought with a goal on her first shift of the period, a well-placed shot from the right circle. Bowman also recorded her second goal of the game for a team-leading total of three points in the game. The score stood at 6-0 at the end of the second, with the shots at 31-5. To their credit, Buffalo gathered its strength during the second break, and came out hard in the third. They rallied with a power play goal, and put goalie Julie Friend to the test in the final minutes of the game, when Minnetonka was assessed several penalties in a row. But Friend stood firm, and the Minnetonka penalty killers finished the job. Final score 6-1. 

For the third year in a row, Minnetonka will play in the Section Championship game. The Skippers will face the Red Knights of Benilde-St. Margaret’s, a rematch of their December 18 game, in hopes of making it through the section and on to their first appearance in the State tournament. We encourage everyone to come out and support the Skippers on Friday night at 7:30 at Parade Ice Garden. With your support, we can make history!

Skippers Wear Out Armstrong Falcons – 2/12/11


Welcome to playoff hockey. If Minnetonka was expecting an easy win against the number eight seeded Armstrong Falcons, they found out otherwise on Saturday afternoon at Parade Ice Garden. The underdogs pestered the Skippers incessantly, while the Skippers were unable to establish clear momentum early in the game. But what they lacked in flow, the Skippers made up for with strong defense and overall team speed. While Armstrong threatened early in the game, they eventually appeared to run out of gas, repeatedly icing the puck. In the end, the Skippers fired nearly 60 shots at the Armstrong goalie, scoring five goals in the process. Armstrong was unable to convert on any of their 11 shots, gaining a shutout for goaltender Julie Friend. 

The Skippers have grown somewhat accustomed to wearing a target on their backs. So while Armstrong came out energized, the game started out slow for Minnetonka. They misfired on passes, and their best scoring opportunities went awry. Finally, Sidney Morin broke the deadlock, carrying the puck through the neutral zone and scoring on a rifle shot while screened by the Armstrong defense. Minnetonka went into the locker room with a slim 1-0 lead at the end of the first period, while posting 28 shots to Armstrong’s 5. 

The tight score continued in the second period. Amy Petersen tallied the period’s only goal, slipping away from the traffic in front of the net and putting away a pass from Laura Bowman.  The shot gap continued to widen, but the goal differential was only two, leaving Armstrong with a feeling they could still make a run at upsetting the Skippers. 

Tonka eventually broke the game open with three goals in the third period.  Paige Baldwin scored on a rebound of sister Sydney Baldwin’s blue line shot. Next Sydney Baldwin scored her own goal. The younger Baldwin snuck into the high slot, received a pass from Amy Petersen, chose her spot and fired. In the waning moments of the third period, Megan McGlynn stuffed in a wraparound goal through the five-hole of the Falcons goalie. Third period action also featured some phenomenal penalty-killing by the Skippers, who outshot the Falcons even while they were down a player.

The Skippers will face #5 seed Buffalo in the semi-final round of the Section 6AA playoffs on Wednesday, February 16 at 5:30pm at Parade Ice Garden. We encourage you to come out and support the Minnetonka Girls Hockey team!

Skippers Wrap Up Stellar Season – 2/8/11


Speed and toughness were not enough for the Breck Mustangs to put a dent into the Skippers final game of the season as the Minnetonka girls hockey team rolled to a 5-0 win.  The Skippers concluded the regular 2010-11 season with a record of 23-1-1, the best in school history.
 
The Skippers played a disciplined, aggressive game against Breck while registering 44 shots on goals and not taking any penalties.  Rachel Ramsey opened the scoring in the first period with a rocket shot from the blue line that beat the goalie's glove.  Laura Bowman scored late in the first period on an improbable shot from behind the red line, giving the Skippers a 2-0 cushion as they headed into the second period.
 
Paige Baldwin notched the third goal of the game early in the second period, digging the puck out of the crease and putting it past a crowd of players and Breck's goalie.  Ramsey scored her second goal of the game later in the period after weaving through the Breck defense and effectively using a player to screen her shot.  Tonka's final goal came in the third period from Paige Baldwin, her second of the game.  Ramsey also assisted on two of the goals, along with two assists from Carolyn Draayer.
 
The Skippers' 5-0 lead stood the remainder of the game as the team fittingly wrapped up the season on their home ice at the Pagel Activity Center.
 
Julie Friend was perfect in net, stopping all 18 shots on goal she faced, including several quality chances by Breck.  Friend ended the season with nine (9!) shutouts and a state-best .955 goals against average.
 
The Skippers girls hope to continue their amazing season as the Section 6AA playoffs start on Saturday, February 12 at Parade Stadium.   The girls greatly appreciate the support and encouragement of their fans and we hope to see you there to cheer on your #1 team!

Blake Bearly Keeps Up With Tonka – 2/5/11

Minnetonka was large and in charge at Saturday’s rematch game against the Blake Bears. Erasing all memories of a close game back in early December, the Skippers took control from the start of the game, and cruised to a 5-2 victory.

Minnetonka’s skaters were flying up and down the rink, amassing a 5-0 lead before relinquishing two goals late in the third period. Once again this season, strong play was exhibited by all lines and goals were scored by a variety of players, and in a variety of ways. Maggie Bazany notched her first goal of the season, tipping in a shot from Rachel Ramsey midway through the first period. Later in the first, it was Ramsey scoring, dangling her way through several Blake players before burying the puck in the twine. Kira von Steinbergs scored the third Minnetonka goal on a power play in the second period. Finding herself behind the net with an unobstructed path to the net, von Steinbergs stepped out with a close-range shot that bounced up and over the shoulder of the Blake netminder. By the end of the second period, Minnetonka had established a 30-9 advantage in shots, with much of the play in Blake’s defensive end.

Blake shuffled its lines in the third period. The move seemed to be effective as Blake managed to put two goals on the board.  But by then Minnetonka had increased its lead to five goals. Carolyn Draayer scored goal number four with a one-timer from a Sydney Baldwin pass. Amy Petersen scored the final Minnetonka goal, going top shelf with props to Paige Baldwin for the pass on the 2 on 1 break. Sydney Rossman performed well in goal, blocking a number of quality scoring chances by Blake’s usually high-scoring forwards.

The Skippers will conclude the regular season on Tuesday, February 8 with a home game vs. the Breck Mustangs. Please join us at the Pagel Activity Center and wish the Skippers well as they head into the Section 6AA playoffs this weekend. Faceoff on Tuesday is at 7pm.
Skippers Dodge Bullet To Take Lake Conference Title – 2/3/11

In a repeat of last year’s end of season schedule, Minnetonka faced Hopkins on Thursday night  in their final conference game. Once again, after defeating Edina, Minnetonka went into the game with a chance to seize sole possession of the conference championship. Hopkins tried hard to play the spoiler for a second year in a row, but this time it was the Skippers who prevailed, defeating the Royals 3-2 in overtime at Minnetonka Ice Arena. 

The electric atmosphere of Saturday night’s game was clearly missing, as the Skippers got off to a slow start, allowing the highly motivated Royals the first half dozen shots. Nonetheless, the Tonka girls managed to outshoot Hopkins, and quickly built a 2-0 lead on scrappy goals by Laura Bowman and Kira von Steinbergs.

Hopkins, however, didn’t back down, and kept coming at the sometimes sluggish Skippers. Minnetonka’s usual crisp passing game seemed to be off. Hopkins pounced on every opportunity. Julie Friend remained solid in goal, turning back an increasing number of Hopkins shots. After a scoreless second period, the Royals tied the game several minutes into the third and was gaining valuable momentum. The outlook appeared grim, as Rachel Ramsey was charged with a tripping penalty in the final minute of regulation, leaving Minnetonka to begin overtime on the penalty kill. That seemed to be the motivation the Skippers were looking for. Minnetonka’s penalty killers sprang into action, intercepting Hopkins momentum and turning it into an attack.  Then on the third line shift of the overtime, Minnetonka cleared the puck from center ice. After a brief skirmish in the corner, Amy Petersen emerged with the puck, skated across the top of the slot and tucked it in on the far side of the sprawling Hopkins goalie.

With the win, Minnetonka takes its second consecutive conference championship. But this time, they don’t have to share it with anyone. They finish the regular season at home with two non-conference games. This Saturday, they will face off against the Blake Bears at 2:00pm at the Pagel Activity Center. Then they will wrap up the season at Pagel on Tuesday, February 8th with a matchup against the Breck Mustangs.
Skippers Achieve Lake Title With 1-0 Win Over Edina – 1/29/11

Minnetonka secured at least a share of the Lake Conference Title on Saturday night with a win 1-0 over Edina.  Julie Friend earned her 50th career win for the Skippers, stopping 22 shots en route to the victory. The game provided an atmosphere of playoff hockey and showcased the speed, passing and toughness of both teams.

The tension in the Pagel Activity Center was palpable, as the fans streamed into the arena. A packed house included many MYHA players, friends and fans. The Skippers responded. They were nearly unstoppable in the first period, roaring to a 16-4 lead in shots. The game’s only goal was scored late in the first period. Laura Bowman tipped a shot from Sydney Baldwin over the shoulder of the Edina goalie to put Minnetonka up 1-0.

While the fans were entertained by future MHS girls players, Edina regrouped in the locker room. They came out with more attitude in the second frame. But Minnetonka stayed tough through a fast-paced and increasingly physical game. One-sided officiating led to several Edina power plays, each of which was successfully neutralized by a combination of smart, speedy forechecking, tight defensive play and Friend’s focused and determined goaltending.

In the third period, Minnetonka worked hard to salt away the win. They retained control of the puck deep in Edina’s end for much of the period. All three of Minnetonka’s forward lines worked hard, cycling the puck down low, and preventing Edina from gaining possession. Edina gained several more power play opportunities, and responded with a barrage of shots. Then late in the game, Amy Petersen cleanly intercepted a pass during a penalty kill and turned it into a breakaway opportunity. Right as she was about to release the shot, an Edina player came over the top with her stick, slashing Petersen around the head and shoulders. The infraction gave Minnetonka a penalty shot. Citing a new rule change, Coach Eric Johnson declined the shot, instead taking the man-advantage. As the final minute of play ticked away, Edina pulled their goalie for an extra skater and continued to press, but Minnetonka’s defense held firm, backstopped by Friend.

The Skippers will face Lake Conference opponent Hopkins on Thursday, February 6 at Minnetonka Ice Arena. A win during the 7pm varsity game will give the Minnetonka girls sole possession of the Lake Conference title.
Minnetonka Rocks On Senior Night – 1/25/11

Senior Recognition Night provided a festive, if not bittersweet, backdrop to the Skippers 5-0 win against Eden Prairie on Tuesday, January 25 at the Pagel Activity Center. A supportive home crowd was on hand to celebrate the win.

Minnetonka’s first few shifts were not as crisp as usual, but they got on track, gaining momentum as the first period progressed. Two early shots early trickled past Eden Prairie’s goalie, but didn’t quite make it across the goal line. Then a skirmish in front of Minnetonka’s goal failed to click as Eden Prairie missed an open net. Finally, Paige Baldwin gained the first goal, on a low wrist shot from the left circle that eluded the goalie and snuck under her pads. Baldwin scored a second time shortly after that, pulling the puck out of a pileup in front of the net and slipping it into the goal. 2-0 Skippers at the break.
    
EP worked hard but couldn’t mount any sustained pressure. Then Amy Petersen ripped a top shelf goal that knocked the water bottle off the net. Petersen has almost doubled her goal production in her sophomore season. Blue-liner Hannah Behounek scored goal number four with a blast from the point. When the visiting Eagles finally did get a break, they seemed to run out of luck. Two strides into a breakaway toward the Minnetonka goal, the horn sounded, signaling the end of the second period. Laura Bowman finished things off in the third frame, completing a beautiful passing play from linemates Petersen and Baldwin for a close range goal. Julie Friend made some key saves to retain the shutout, facing 11 shots overall.

Tuesday’s win sets up what appears to be the Lake Conference title game on Saturday, January 29, versus the Edina Hornets. Minnetonka and Edina have been ranked #1 and #2 in Minnesota most of the season, and both are undefeated in Lake Conference play. They tied in their last matchup two weeks ago at Braemar Arena. It will be an exciting day of Minnetonka Hockey at the Pagel Activity Center, with the MHS Boys teams facing the Wayzata Trojans in an afternoon series at 1pm and 3pm, followed by the MHS Girls JV and Varsity playing Edina at 5pm and 7pm, respectively. Come out and cheer for the Skippers!
Skippers Falter, Then Fly – 1/22/11

A slow start led to a fast finish for the Skippers on Saturday night at the Plymouth Ice Center.  They scored pretty goals, ugly goals and lots of goals on the way to a 10-2 win.

Minnetonka initially appeared to be on its way to another dominant performance when Laura Bowman scored the first goal just over one minute into the game, driving nearly unchallenged to the Trojan net and showing her patience and poise to beat the Wayzata goalie. The Skippers nearly scored again during an aggressive penalty kill, but instead it was the home team putting one up on the scoreboard, just as the penalty expired. One minute later, Wayzata scored again, gaining momentum and taking an unexpected 2-1 lead into the first intermission.

Whatever the girls said or did during the break must have been effective. They came out storming in the second period. Within a few minutes Carolyn Draayer tied the game, following her own shot, grabbing the rebound and racing around the back of the net to stuff it in on a backhand shot. Not even a minute later it was Amy Petersen, following on a shot from Rachel Ramsey, and tucking it in behind the Wayzata goalie, backhanding it off the back of her pads while diving past the net. Petersen struck again 13 seconds later, and the second period had only just begun. Next, Kira von Steinbergs netted a power play goal on a crisp one-timer from Sydney Baldwin, followed by a shorthanded goal from Draayer. Hadley Cookson also tallied a goal in the second period, to put the Skippers up 7-2 as the Zamboni came out for the second time.

The Skippers weren’t finished yet. The third period brought three more goals, including a hat trick for both Draayer and Petersen. Draayer’s goal came on a power play, picking up a rebound of Sidney Morin’s shot, and dropping it in the open back door. Darby Flatley gained the second short-handed goal of the night for the Skippers, as Paige Baldwin intercepted a Wayzata pass and moved it forward to Flatley at the blue line, who skillfully beat the goalie with a wrist shot. Petersen took the team into double digits burying a rebound out of a scrum in front of the net.  The final shots were 36-12 in favor of the Skippers, with Julie Friend taking home the win in goal.

The Skippers return home on Tuesday, January 25 for Senior Recognition Night. They will play the Eden Prairie Eagles at the Pagel Activity Center. JV game is at 5pm, while Varsity plays at 7pm. Senior Recognition will take place between the games.
Minnetonka Snares Centennial – 1/20/11

The Skippers took a break from final exam week to travel north to Centennial on Thursday, January 20. It was a cold night, but the Skippers got things heated up quickly, taking advantage of the big ice at the Centennial Sports Arena. Six different Skippers scored, as Minnetonka rolled to a 7-0 win.

Carolyn Draayer got things going with a goal just 22 seconds into the game, winning the face off back to the defense, and darting to the net for a tip from Rachel Ramsey. Next it was Ramsey scoring, dancing the puck through several Cougars on her way to the net. Sidney Morin rounded out the scoring in the first period with a power play goal from the blue line.

Minnetonka didn’t ease up in the second period, finding still more ways to get to the Centennial goalie. Kira von Steinbergs found the back of the net early in the period with a sneaky five-hole shot. Later Sydney Baldwin blasted a shot from the point, while Amy Petersen stood squarely in front of the Centennial goalie. Laura Bowman went top shelf, notching the Skippers’ sixth goal as the second period came to a close. 

By the third period, the Skippers hit the cruise control button, while Centennial attempted to mount a comeback. Each time, they were turned away by the stingy Minnetonka defense, backstopped by goalie Sydney Rossman. Rossman turned away 11 shots by the Cougars to earn the shutout, making some key saves in the third. Courtney McDougal gave the team a big lift late in the third, blocking a hard shot from the point. Meanwhile, Ramsey added one last goal to bring her point total on the night to five. 

The Skippers remain on the road this weekend, visiting the Wayzata Trojans at the Plymouth Ice Center on Saturday. Varsity game time is at 3pm, while JV plays at 1pm.
All Tied Up, Skippers 2 - Hornets 2 – 1/11/11
In their second marquee matchup of the new year, the #1AA ranked Minnetonka Skippers faced the #2AA ranked Edina Hornets on Tuesday evening, 1/11/11, at Braemar Arena.  The Skippers brought an entourage of family, friends, alumni, youth players and fans of great girls' hockey to cheer them on at the home of the Hornets.

Both teams showed a bit of nerves at the start, but the game soon settled into a back and forth, fast skating affair, with both teams getting good scoring opportunities.  The matchup between two of the top goalies in the state met all expectations.  Julie Friend made numerous "how did she do that" saves, flashing a quick glove, pads and skate toes to keep the Hornets in check throughout the game.

Edina opened the scoring in the latter minutes of the first period.  The 1-0 lead stood until late in the second period.  The Hornets found themselves with two players in the penalty box, giving the Skippers a 5 on 3 advantage.  Paige Baldwin quickly tied the game when Rachel Ramsey fed her with a beautiful pass from the left side, through the crease and past the goalie, for a tap in shot to a wide open net on the right side.  The Skippers were unable to take advantage of the remaining time on the power play and the game remained tied after two periods.

Midway through the third period, the Hornets took the lead on a 3 on 2 break against the Skippers.  Down by a goal, the Skippers took their game up a notch with an all out barrage on Edina's defense, including the pipe that stopped a couple of shots. Finally, Rachel Ramsey slammed a rebound home for the Skippers, to tie the score at 2 with just over four minutes left in the game.

The game remained knotted in a tie at the end of regulation and proceeded to an eight minute overtime period.  Again, many shots were fired but none hit home in OT.  All in all, this game lived up to its billing and leaves both teams waiting to claim bragging rights until their next meeting.
Skippers Shoot Down Eagles 5-3 – 1/8/11


Don't tell the Skippers Girls that black is for evening wear.  Minnetonka looked just fine sporting their new look jerseys at a matinee matchup with the Eden Prairie Eagles, ranked #8 in the state by Lets Play Hockey, on Saturday, January 8, 2010.  

The host Eagles opened the scoring and held a 1-0 lead though the first period.  Carolyn Draayer tied the game early in the second period on a nice, close in shot that beat the Eagles' goalie. Draayer's second goal of the game came shortly after the first on a nifty pass from linemate Kira Von Steinbergs, giving the Skippers a lead that they did not relinquish.  

Sidney Morin finished the scoring in the second period with a power play goal from the point, a wicked wrist shot through the five hole.  Rachel Ramsey added another goal minutes later on a slap shot that appeared to go right through the Eagle goalie's midsection.  Amy Petersen rounded out the scoring for Minnetonka with one of her patented upper shelf snipe shots.  

By their standards, the Skippers gave up an unusually high number of goals in this game. However, the outcome was never seriously in question as the team controlled play for most of the last two periods of the game.  Julie Friend earned the win in goal.

Skippers Take First Trojan Battle – 1/4/11

Minnetonka started off their Lake Conference schedule on Tuesday night with a 7-2 win against the Wayzata Trojans. 

Right from the opening faceoff, first period action tilted heavily toward the Skippers. Outshooting the Trojans 23-4, they built a 4-0 lead in the first 17 minutes of play. Carolyn Draayer scored the first goal of the game, on a back door tip-in of Rachel Ramsey’s shot from the point. Paige Baldwin followed up two minutes later with a second goal. The third goal of the period was scored by Kira von Steinbergs, her first of the season. Amy Petersen scored the final goal of the period, knocking down a high shot from Ramsey and stuffing it into the net for goal number four. 
 
In the second period, the Skippers stumbled a bit, as two defensive miscues turned into Wayzata goals, much to the dismay of goalie Sydney Rossman. Minnetonka coach Eric Johnson called a time-out after the second goal, to allow the girls to regroup. Shortly thereafter, Laura Bowman scored her second short-handed goal in three games to re-establish the Skippers’ momentum, followed by another von Steinbergs tally. Darby Flatley buried the final goal for the Skippers, quickly shooting off a pass from Mariah Geyen. Rossman turned away all remaining shots and the final score was 7-2.

On Saturday, January 8, Minnetonka will travel to Eden Prairie to face their new conference opponent. The Eagles are 11-2-2 so far this season.  The puck drops at 3:00 pm.
Skippers Ace Warriors in Kaposia Championship – 1/1/11

Minnetonka worked hard to earn the championship of the Kaposia Classic Invitational on January 1, defeating Warroad 1-0 in a fast-paced, end-to-end game.

The Skippers started the game off with a jump in their step, maintaining possession in Warroad’s end and outshooting the Warriors 12-4 in the first period. Nonetheless, the scoreboard showed a 0-0 tie as the teams took their first intermission.

Once again, wet and slushy ice slowed the start of the second period, giving the Warriors a chance to regroup. Second period play was more balanced. The Skippers once again held the lead in shots, with the score knotted up and the two goalies prevailing.

Finally, midway through the third period, frustration turned to joy for the Skippers as Megan McGlynn stood strong in front of the net and poked the puck past the Warroad goaltender. Linemates Courtney McDougal and Maggie Bazany also contributed with tough, gritty play in front of the goal.

Julie Friend was stalwart in net for the Skippers, barely allowing any rebound opportunities for the Warriors. She stopped all 28 Warroad shots, including a barrage during the final two minutes, as the Skippers killed off a minor penalty through the end of the game.

The Skippers return home to the Pagel Activity Center on Tuesday, January 4 to take on the Wayzata Trojans at 7:00 pm. Come out and support MHS Girls Hockey as they begin their quest for the Lake Conference title!
Skippers Win Ugly – 12/31/10

The Packers from South St. Paul gave the Skippers a run for their money on New Year’s Eve in the semi-final game of the Kaposia Classic. In the end, however, the visiting Skippers pulled out a gritty 2-1 win to advance to the championship game.

Slow, wet ice and a tough, physical opponent slowed the pace at the start of the game. But even as the ice firmed up, the Skippers appeared to have concrete in their skates and holes in their sticks, and struggled to establish momentum. Their efforts were further hampered when South St. Paul took a 1-0 lead in the first period, quickly turning an odd-man rush into a goal. 

Luck did not appear to be on the Skippers’ side. The girls’ passing was off, and scoring opportunities just failed to click. Minnetonka finally evened the score in the second period, with a short-handed goal by Laura Bowman. The penalty kill had been especially effective, already offering two close range scoring opportunities in the first shift. The scoring play came after a strong effort by Paige Baldwin to push the puck out of the defensive zone. Baldwin advanced the puck to Bowman, who was skating away between the defense. Bowman tucked the puck into the back of the net on a backhand shot.

The score remained deadlocked through the rest of the second period, while the play remained relatively even. Finally, Paige Baldwin netted the game winner after a scrum around the net. As had been the case all night, bodies were flying everywhere, but this time the puck ended up in the goal. The Skippers hung on the rest of the period for the win. Sydney Rossman handled all but one of South St. Paul’s 20 shots, many of them with heavy traffic in front, to earn the win.

Minnetonka advances to the championship game of the tournament on New Year's Day at 7:15 pm. The Skippers face a rematch against the Warroad Warriors, who they defeated 3-1 at Warroad earlier this season. 
Second Period Flurry Powers 10-0 Win – 12/30/10

Shaking off the rust after a 10-day hiatus, the Skippers cruised to a 10-0 victory over the Hibbing Bluejackets on Thursday, December 30 in the first round of the Kaposia Classic Invitational at Wakota Arena.

Minnetonka got off to a somewhat sluggish start in the game, taking a slim 1-0 lead into the locker room at the end of the first period on a goal by Laura Bowman. But the girls stepped on the gas to start the second, netting four goals in the first minute and a half of the period. Carolyn Draayer started the avalanche with a goal at :22, with linemate Hadley Cookson scoring 37 seconds later. Sidney Morin and Amy Petersen added goals at 1:17 and 1:30, respectively. Petersen added a second goal about midway through the period to increase the lead to 6-0.

The third period featured more scoring for the Skippers, with the beleaguered Hibbing goaltender finally seeing 53 shots by the end of the game. Sydney Baldwin scored on a hard shot from the blue line in the first minute of play. Petersen completed a hat trick later in the period and Draayer picked up her second goal of the game. Sophomore Darby Flatley rounded out the scoring at 10:02, taking the Skippers into double digits. 

Seven players on the Minnnetonka team earned three points, indicating a strong team effort. Julie Friend earned the shutout between the pipes, turning away 11 shots.
Skippers Defeat Red Knights 2 - 1 in OT – 12/18/10


The visiting Skippers faced off against Benilde St. Margaret's on 12/18/10 in an early season matchup of Section 2AA favorites, coming away with a 2-1 overtime victory.

The teams tested each other in a scoreless first period.  Tonka took the lead in the second period with a goal from Paige Baldwin, a one-timer from the slot.  Rachel Ramsey and Amy Petersen assisted on the goal.

The Skippers outshot Benilde 27 to 16, but could not get another puck past the goaltender during regulation time.  With one minute and spare seconds left in the game, Benilde tied it up to force overtime.

The Skippers' Amy Petersen put the winning goal in the net in the first few minutes of overtime. Discussions ensued over the validity of the goal, but the official's call stood and the Skippers returned home with the W.

"Rachel (Ramsey) took a shot that went high in front of the net and the puck actually hit me in the helmet and deflected down to the ice and through the goalie's five hole," said Petersen when asked if she high-sticked the puck.  "I still have the mark on my helmet."

The Skippers continue to show that they can win the close ones, regardless of their less than traditional scoring methods.

The Skippers take a break and resume play on December 30th with the opening game of the Kaposia Classic Tournament in South St. Paul.

Skippers Crush Icebreakers – 12/14/10

The Skippers improved their record to 9-1 on Tuesday, December 14, defeating the St. Cloud Icebreakers 7-0 at Pagel Arena.

Initially the Tonka girls came out strong with a solid lead in shots, but the Icebreakers fought back and the teams found themselves in a 0-0 tie at the end of the first period. The Skippers broke it open in the second period, however, and a 17-2 advantage in shots translated into a 4-0 lead going into the third. Hadley Cookson got the party started with a power play tally at 3:20 in the second, with Amy Petersen scoring less than a minute later. Additional goals were scored in the second period by Laura Bowman and Carolyn Draayer. The third period provided more scoring for the Skippers. Draayer and Cookson each notched their second goal of the game with junior Mariah Geyen tagging her first varsity assist on Draayer’s goal.  Senior Paige Baldwin added the team’s seventh goal of the night. Julie Friend stopped 13 shots to earn the shutout. She currently leads all goaltenders in Minnesota with a .965 save average.

Minnetonka’s next game features a matchup with Benilde-St. Margaret’s (8-1-1) on Saturday afternoon, December 18. The Skippers hope to snap Benilde’s nine-game unbeaten streak while visiting the St. Louis Park Rec Center. JV plays at 12:30 with Varsity action beginning at 2:30.

Minnetonka Edges Blake in OT Thriller – 12/10/10


The #1-AA ranked Skippers visited the #2-A ranked Blake Bears on Friday December 10, 2010.   The matchup between the two high powered teams provided expectations of a fast paced, evenly matched game with great goaltending.  There was no disappointment as the Skippers slipped by Blake in overtime, 2-1.

The intimate confines of the Blake arena, with its arched wood ceilings, added an element of comfort to all on the eve of a blizzard.  The host's ice sheet, however, was not as hospitable.  The puck resembled a super ball at times, taking crazy bumps and hops over sticks at inopportune moments. Nonetheless, the game settled down into a back and forth display of great skating and hard-hitting physical defense, with only one penalty called in the game.

Minnetonka opened the scoring in the first period, when Laura Bowman slid a beautiful pass to Amy Petersen in the slot.  Petersen slammed it home with a top shelf bullet, giving the Skippers the 1-0 lead.  The lead stood until midway through the second period.  Blake scored on an innocent looking shot from the top of the circle that took a bizarre bounce and somehow found its way past the goal line.

The score remained tied through the duration of regulation play, despite several good scoring opportunities from both teams.   The winning goal came a few minutes in overtime, when Petersen battled on the half-wall to the goalie's right, dug out the puck and put it on the stick of Sydney Baldwin at the blue line.  Baldwin let it fly toward a flurry of traffic in front of the net, with Laura Bowman tipping the puck through the five-hole for the game-winner.

Julie Friend stood tall in goal, earning the win with 30 saves.

Skippers Defeat the Knights – 12/2/10


The Minnetonka Skippers hosted the Knights of Irondale on December 2, 2010 at the Pagel Activity Center.  The Skippers continued their winning ways, coming away with a 3-0 victory.  

The Skippers scored a goal in each period and effectively shutdown the Irondale offensive attack. Laura Bowman, Amy Petersen and Paige Baldwin each scored a goal, with Bowman adding two assists for the night.   Sydney Baldwin contributed two assists from the blueline.  Sydney Rossman stopped all nine shots for the shutout.

Tonka Shuts Out Buffalo – 11/23/10


The Skippers faced an impressive skating Buffalo Bison team on 11/23 at the PAC and came away with a 5-0 victory and an overall season record of 5-0.

The first two periods were fast paced, with both teams moving the puck back and forth into each other's zones.  Despite outshooting the Bison, the Skippers were unable to put the puck past the Bison goaltender until midway through the second period.  Laura Bowman opened the scoring on a tip from Rachel Ramsey's blue line shot.

The Skippers took the 1-0 lead into the third period.  Tonka dominated the third period, exploding for four more goals.  Laura Bowman added two more goals for the Skippers for the hat trick. Hadley Cookson added two goals, sniping the goalie from the slot on both shots.  Ramsey and Amy Petersen each notched three assists in the game.

The Skippers defense was solid again and successfully killed off several penalties.  Julie Friend earned the shutout in goal.

The Skippers enjoyed seeing their alumni friends cheering them on in the stands.  After Friday's Alumni Game, the team takes a well-deserved break over the Thanksgiving weekend.  

Tonka Completes a Northern Sweep – 11/19/10 and 11/20/10

Home ice advantage wasn't enough for host teams Warroad and Roseau as the Minnetonka Skippers swept both teams on their weekend road trip to northern Minnesota. The host teams provided great hospitality and some excellent hockey.

Bus trouble before the game didn’t seem to have affected the Minnetonka girls Friday night in Warroad. The Skippers jumped out to a 2-0 lead in the first period. Tonka's first goal of the game was scored by Megan McGlynn as her shot on a feed from Courtney McDougal was deflected in front by a Warroad defenseman. The second goal for the skippers was netted on a tip by Carolyn Draayer with assists going to Paige Baldwin and Sidney Morin. The Warriors answered with one goal near the end of the first after a Minnetonka turnover deep in their own end. Nonetheless, a dominant performance by the Skippers sent a talented and somewhat stunned Warrior team into the locker room needing to regroup. The Warriors tried to mount a comeback in the second period only to be turned back time and time again by rock solid goaltending by Julie Friend. The Skippers took control again later in the second period adding a goal from Paige Baldwin who followed on a great effort by Hadley Cookson and buried the puck behind the bewildered Warroad goalie. A fourth Skipper goal was waved off in the third and the girls boarded the newly repaired bus after the game with a solid team win under their belts. 

Next the Skippers moved on to Roseau for a Saturday afternoon matchup with the hometown Rams. Like Warroad, the Roseau community came out to support their team in force, filling the stands at Roseau High School arena. Fast paced end to end action continued in the second game of the weekend series with great goaltending providing the stopper for both teams. Sophomore Sydney Rossman minded the net for Tonka. After a scoreless first period Roseau struck first going ahead by a goal midway through the second period. Minnetonka countered 27 seconds later as Paige Baldwin scored on a quick one-timer from a McDougal pass out of the corner. The score remained deadlocked throughout the rest of regulation in spite of a flurry of shots by the Skippers as the third period ended. The barrage continued in overtime with the Skippers finally ending it on a top shelf goal by Rachel Ramsey. 

Tonka returns home on Tuesday to face the Buffalo Bison at Pagel arena.

Minnetonka Overwhelms Maple Grove 7-0 – 11/16/10

Minnetonka earned its biggest win of the season on Tuesday, November 16, at the expense of the visiting Maple Grove Crimson.

The Skippers came out a little bit slow compared to their fast-paced start against Hill-Murray the previous weekend. Nonetheless, the Tonka girls led 2-0 at the end of the first period. The first goal for the Skippers came on a near breakaway by Amy Petersen, after receiving a tape-to-tape pass from Laura Bowman. Rachel Ramsey blasted in the second goal, skating in unassisted. The Crimson held the Skippers off in the second period, putting together a solid team effort, but appeared to wear down in the third, as Tonka piled in five more goals. Ramsey had a banner night, scoring a total of four goals and one assist, while Carolyn Draayer, and Maggie Bazany also added goals. Assists were shared widely on the team, with additional points going to Petersen, Bowman, Courtney McDougal, Sidney Morin, Paige Baldwin and Hannah Behounek. 

TONKA TAKES THE HILL – 11/12/10


With the countdown to game day finally at 0, the Minnetonka Girls Hockey team opened their 2010-11 season against the #4-ranked Hill Murray Pioneers on Friday, November 12, 2010 at the Pagel Activity Center.   

The anticipation of the new season was evident in the team's energy with the first step onto the ice. The Skippers flat out flew around the rink, totally dominating play in the first period of the game.

Sophomore forward Darby Flatley earned the honor of the first goal of the season, following up on a rebound from Kira Von Steinberg's spin around move at the net.   The Skippers added to their lead later in the period, with Freshman Sydney Baldwin's first career goal, a laser shot from the top of the circle on a perfect feed from behind the net from Courtney McDougal.  The Skippers scored once again in the period on a dangle, a deke, and a backhander, all off the stick of Junior Hadley Cookson.

The Skippers took their 3-0 lead into the second period, where the pace evened out for the remainder of the game.   Senior goaltender Julie Friend made key saves to keep the Pioneers in check and the game ended with the Skippers on top of the Hill, 3-1.

Next up for the Skippers is Maple Grove on Tuesday, November 16 at the PAC.

