State Championship Triumph Gains Triple Crown for Skippers – 2/23/13


On Saturday night, the Minnetonka Skippers earned their third consecutive State Championship, in the third game of the state tournament, defeating the Hill-Murray Pioneers 3-1 in three regulation periods. The feat was accomplished in front of a large and enthusiastic crowd, who came out to represent the Skipper Nation.

Having little time to recover from the previous night’s overtime marathon, many fans wondered if the Tonka girls would have the stamina to compete. They wasted little time in answering that question, scoring just over three minutes into the contest. Maggie Bazany, showing her signature speed, chased down a puck that had been dumped deep into Pioneer territory, and threw it back to Darby Flatley who deposited it into the net to put the Skippers up 1-0. Minnetonka dominated the first period, putting 12 shots on Hill-Murray’s goalie Alexys Woodward, while only allowing 5 on Minnetonka’s Sydney Rossman. 

The Skippers seemed to be carrying the momentum into the second period, as Hill-Murray player Becca Zarembinski was assessed a tripping penalty at 1:28. But the power play did not connect and Tonka retained just a 1-0 lead. When Sydney Baldwin was tagged for high sticking at 7:15, the Pioneers got the chance they were looking for. On the power play, Jessica Bonfe slid the puck past Rossman after a scramble in front of the Skipper net, with assists to Zarembinski and Kate Smith. Minnetonka countered with a goal by Amy Petersen at 12:40 to put the Skippers back on top. Diana Draayer set her up on the play, picking up a loose puck in the Tonka defensive zone. She spotted a streaking Petersen at center ice and hit her with a long pass... Petersen was in all alone, beating Woodward on the low blocker side. The period ended with Tonka outshooting HM 10-4 and a score of 2-1.

In the third and final period, Minnetonka added a little padding to the scoreboard, once again about three minutes after the puck dropped. Coming out of a scrum on the right boards at center ice, Laura Bowman picked up the puck and skated down the right side, finding herself in a 2 on 1 with Petersen. She slid the puck over to Petersen, who sold the shot, then slid the puck back to Bowman who scored the Skippers third and final goal. Hill-Murray attempted to mount a comeback but was repeatedly pushed backed by the stifling defensive play of the Skippers, backstopped by standout goalkeeping by Rossman. The teams traded penalties throughout the rest of the period. HM’s Kenzie Prater was called for checking at 4:02; Draayer was whistled for slashing at 11:00; and HM’s Brittney Anderson ended the game in the penalty box, serving a minor for checking at 15:11. Neither team’s power play unit was able to convert, and the final score remained 3-1. 

The victory distinguished the Skippers as the only high school girls hockey team ever to win three consecutive state championships. This trio of championships represents over a decade of hard work, training and preparation on the part of each player who has been part of the trilogy of teams, along with the support of countless coaches and parents who have guided, challenged and encouraged them. The championship was a spectacular farewell to this year’s seniors. And for the younger players there are only 244 days until try outs!

Many thanks to the Minnetonka band, the Minnetonka Skipper and to all of the fans who supported the team this year. The great turnout at the State tournament was a testimony to the power of community. It was thrilling to share the championship with all of you!

Special congratulations to Skippers named to the All Tournament team:  Sydney Baldwin, Laura Bowman, Sidney Morin, Amy Petersen and Sydney Rossman. Also, to Head Coach Eric Johnson, Coach Adam Kragthorpe, and Coach Mo Hardwick many thanks for leading the team to a historic run of back-to-back-to-back championships. We couldn’t have done it without you!

State Champs! State Champs! State Champs!

History in the Making: Tonka Outlasts Lakeville North in OOOOOOT – 2/22/13-2/23/13


When the Skippers stepped out on the ice on Friday night in the State AA Semifinal game, they had no idea what the night would bring. So far, the script had mirrored the 2011-12 playoffs very closely. The Skippers had given fans an edge of the seat win against BSM in the Section final. They had won their first game at State by a comfortable margin. The next chapter in last year’s story was a thrilling OT win over Lakeville North. With the same opponent facing the Skippers in this year’s semifinal, would history repeat itself in this year’s semis?

As it turned out, mere overtime wasn’t nearly enough, as Minnetonka survived a battle of epic duration, eventually overcoming the fourth-seeded Panthers 4-3. The Skippers scored to end the game after an unprecedented 113 minutes of play, including 6 overtime periods.

It all began innocently enough. As the opening puck dropped, it only took 29 seconds for Tonka to get on the board. Diana Draayer, off a pass from Laura Bowman, took the puck in on the left side and shot it between the legs of both the Lakeville North defenseman and goalie Cassie Alexander. Shortly thereafter, Maggie Bazany was sent off for bodychecking, but the Tonka penalty killers neutralized the man-advantage. Later in the period, with the Skippers pressing in the Lakeville zone, Sydney Baldwin dumped the puck hard into the left corner. The puck then rung all the way around the boards to the right hash marks where Sidney Morin grabbed it and quickly fired it into the net past three Lakeville skaters and Alexander, who apparently never saw the shot. But it wouldn’t be all smooth sailing for the Skippers. With just over a minute left in the first frame and Sydney Baldwin in the penalty box for tripping, Taylor Flaherty scored the Panthers’ first goal on the power play, with assists to Ashley Kloncz and Heidi Winieke. The shot from the left point was tipped in the back door past the sliding Minnetonka goalie Sydney Rossman. As time expired, Kloncz was whistled for tripping. As the teams headed off the ice for the first intermission, Lakeville held an 8-7edge in shots, while Tonka owned a 2-1 lead in goals and a power play opportunity heading into the second period.

Within the first minute of the second period, Hannah Behounek helped the Skippers extend their lead to 3-1, scoring a power play goal at :44. The assist was credited to Amy Petersen. But Lakeville North would not go quietly. The Panthers struck back at 7:34 with a goal from Christi Vetter, future teammate of Bowman and Petersen, assisted by Kloncz and Megan Skelly. Her one-timer from the left circle was blocked by Rossman but popped over her and into the goal. The Panthers then drew even with the Skippers on another power play goal at 16:05. Katie McMillan had been called for a cross-checking minor when Vetter notched her second goal of the game, tipping in a shot from Alexis Joyce with the second assist to Kloncz. The Panthers had once again outshot the Skippers 10-6 and the score was knotted at three goals apiece as the teams went into the locker rooms. As things turned out, it would stay that way for another 79 minutes.

Minnetonka tried to move into the driver’s seat in the third period, shortening the bench and putting increased pressure on Lakeville goalie Alexander. There was one penalty called in the period, as Lakeville’s Riley Tousignant was assessed a minor for interference. Tonka was unable to capitalize on the power play. Minnetonka had gained momentum, outshooting the Panthers 13-4 in the period but the score remained 3-3. With a feeling of déjà-vu, the two teams took a short break before beginning overtime play.

Last year, the Blue Army dispatched the Panthers in short order, with Amy Petersen scoring the game winner in less than two minutes. The Tonka faithful were hopeful for another quick victory this year as eight minutes was put onto the game clock. Tonka had a chance to end it when Vetter was sent off for tripping at 3:52 of overtime, but again, the power play failed to convert. The first overtime ended with a 6-3 advantage in shots for the Skippers, but the score deadlocked. The two teams were sent to the locker rooms, the ice was cleared, and a full 17 minutes was put up on the clock.

The rest of the game remains mostly a blurry memory for everyone except the video camera. Momentum shifted back and forth, with close calls and near misses on both ends. Whatever trouble Alexander may have experienced in the first minutes of play was a distant memory, as she seemed to have padlocked the Lakeville North goal mouth shut. Likewise, Minnetonka’s Rossman repelled any opportunity generated by the Panthers with stellar play and quick clearing of the puck by the Tonka defense. Two overtimes, then three and more. Playing time alternated between eight and 17 minutes, every other period, with the ice being cleared before each extended segment of play. 

The Minnetonka band and crowd of Tonka fans was faithful, staying til the end, remaining loud and proud, enthusiastically cheering on their Skippers as the time of day slipped past midnight and into Saturday morning. (And for that, we thank you!) Before the fourth overtime, the student section relocated itself around the tunnel to encourage the team as they took the ice for the seventh time. They did so again before the sixth overtime period, joined this time by parents of the players. Perhaps it was just the lift they needed. Or maybe it was fate. 

Four minutes into the sixth overtime Laura Bowman, driven by determination and will, carried the puck up the right side of the ice into the Lakeville zone. As Petersen drove to the net, Bowman fired a hard shot which Alexander couldn’t quite corral. When the puck popped up out of Alexander’s control, it hit Petersen square in the chest, ricocheting into the back of the net. The goal put Minnetonka on top 4-3 in the 113th minute of play... the total elapsed time had been equivalent to over two full regulation games. 

With a total of nine periods played, the box score looked more like that of a baseball game. According to the MSHSL, the game set the record for longest game in girls’ hockey state tournament history (113:29). Records were also set for shots by one team in an overtime game (Minnetonka, 63) and most stops in one game (Lakeville North, Cassie Alexander, 59). It was also reported that TV ratings for the game were higher at 1am than they were at 9pm. Twitter was buzzing with commentary about the game and at one point #MSHSL was a trending topic. 

The only question that remained: could the Skippers do it again? The State championship awaited them less than 18 hours after the conclusion of the semifinal game, while Hill-Murray’s players had enjoyed a restful evening after ending their game around 7:30pm. The final game, scheduled for 7pm Saturday, would be here soon enough... and the Skippers wanted to write their own historic final chapter.

Off to the Races, the Skippers look Rosey! – 2/21/13


Wearing their blue and white silks like their hero, Secretariat, the Skippers entered familiar territory at the Xcel Energy Center.  Their opponent would be the Section 5AA Champs, the Irondale Knights, who had a great run in their section playoffs and were looking to be the thorn in Tonka’s side.  Although the odds were in the Skippers favor, they were not going to look past this game.  Both teams were called to the starting circle, the puck dropped, and the game was on!  

The period started off with each team of fillies were trying to set the pace.  With 12:20 on the clock, Hannah Behounek would be called for tripping.  The penalty kill unit came onto the ice, refusing to be handicapped by the Knights having the man advantage; the Skippers stopped any attempt to alter the score.  With three minutes furlong off the clock, Hannah Behounek would scratch the score sheet again as she shot the puck from the blue line past the post and into the clubhouse net.  Amy Petersen had set up the play off a pass from the railing.  The second goal came when Diana Draayer found herself in the high slot and one-timed into the net off a pass from Laura Bowman and Amy Petersen.  The Skippers were not finished as down the backstretch of the first period, Maggie Bazany sprinted ahead of the pack and scored the third goal for Tonka.  As each team retired to their respective locker rooms, the Skippers were ahead 3-0 and shots on goal of 9-4.

The second period found the track in somewhat sloppy conditions as the Skippers weren’t running their kind of race.  A penalty by Darby Flatley at 12:09 gave the Knights another look at the Tonka net.  Again the penalty killers stood strong as the Skippers defused the Knights.  Near the end of the period, Tonka had the opportunity to tally another goal on the power play.  Amy Petersen lit up the goal lamp off a pass from Sidney Morin.  Tonka was leading 4-0 but the shots on net were not in their favor, having been outshot by Irondale 10-9.

The last period of this derby was a more of an eased pace for the Skippers.  Although shots on net were similar for the Skippers to the other periods, Tonka was using more of its stable of players to keep the Knights backed up in their own pasture.  Early in the period Irondale did get called for tripping, but the Skippers were not successful to adding to their lead.  The game clock wound down, Tonka found itself in the winner’s circle and had earned their first crown of the tournament!

Congratulations to Sydney Rossman in earning another shut out in her high school hockey career!  Next up for the Skippers will be Lakeville North who the team faced last year in the semi-finals.

Tonka Apprehends Public Enemy Number One – 2/15/13


The Minnetonka Skippers may have entered the section final as the top seed in section 6AA, but they were ranked second in the state according to "Let’s Play Hockey" magazine and the numerically-derived KRACH rankings. Their opponent was the Benilde-St. Margaret's Red Knights, who were ranked first in both the statewide polls. So for many fans who follow girls hockey, regardless of what happens next week, this was the state championship. Number one vs. number two. As if that wasn’t enough, 2013 also marked the third consecutive year Minnetonka and the private school powerhouse have met in the section final. The tension was palpable.

Minnetonka skated onto the ice at Parade Ice Garden in front of a large and faithful following. After a post-anthem standoff, the first period started out with both teams skating well. Each seemed to have the other team on surveillance, waiting for them to make a mistake. Minnetonka controlled the puck in the BSM defensive zone for much of the period, aware that any rush from the offensively potent Red Knights could quickly turn into a scoring opportunity. At 6:18, Benilde got the chance they were looking for, when Kelly Pannek picked off the puck at the BSM blue line and skated it in for an unassisted goal. A lone penalty late in the period assessed to Hannah Behounek for hooking gave the Red Knights a power play, but the Skippers effectively neutralized the man-advantage. The end of the period saw shots even at 5-5, with BSM leading 1-0.

Things started heating up in the second period. Looking emboldened by their one-goal lead, BSM came out hard. Apparently too hard, in the eyes of the law, and the result was three penalties on the Red Knights in the period. At 5:23 Brittany Wheeler was whistled for tripping; at 8:17 Caitlyn Reilly was sent off for hooking; and at 14:59 Liv Halvorson was also called for tripping. The resulting power plays for the Skippers generated shots, but no goals, as BSM netminder Abby Miller turned away all attempts. Shots for the period favored Minnetonka 10-6, but the scoreboard remained at 1-0.

As third period play began, the Skippers made their challenge even greater. Just over a minute into the period, Sydney Baldwin staked out a BSM player too closely and was assessed a penalty for roughing. Tonka’s penalty killers appeared to have BSM pushed back into the neutral zone, but the puck was dumped in then made its way back to Halvorson at the left point. She fired a hard shot which Tonka goalie Sydney Rossman easily turned away, but the deflection landed right at the stick of Reilly who backhanded it into the net as Rossman dove across the crease to shut the back door. Benilde now owned a 2-0 lead. But as the Red Knights celebrated, the Skippers gathered their strength and pulled together to try to bring down their target. 

The Skippers redoubled their efforts, trying to generate scoring chances. Finally, opportunity knocked at 9:15 when Kippen Keller was cuffed for tripping. This time the Skippers would not be denied. Pressure on the BSM net intensified and Hannah Behounek notched a power play goal, tipping in a shot from the point by Sidney Morin off a pass from Amy Petersen. The armour had been breached. Where there had been doubt, there was now confidence. Just over a minute later the Skippers scored again at even strength, when Diana Draayer picked up the puck in the corner and passed it up to Baldwin who fired a shot on net. The Tonka forwards converged on the goal, with Petersen knocking in the rebound. The score now stood at 2-2 and the Red Knights were on notice. At 13:27 Kelsey Crow drew a final BSM penalty for tripping as she drove the puck into the BSM zone. As perpetrator Kaylee Druk skated to the penalty box, the fans watched in anticipation. The Skippers did not disappoint. Less than a minute later, Tonka scored again, taking the lead on a power play goal by Laura Bowman. The scoring play began with a shot by Baldwin. As the rebound came out, Behounek tapped the loose puck across the crease where Bowman popped it up top over the sticks of the scrambling BSM defense. With 2:51 left on the clock, Tonka now had the momentum, and a 3-2 lead. A few calls were ignored in the closing minutes but the Skippers held the lead as time ticked away. No overtime would be necessary this year. 

Complaints about the officiating aside, the real story of this game was about the will and determination of the Minnetonka Skippers. The Skippers played for each other, and they played with heart.  These girls, especially the seniors who grew up playing together, just weren’t ready to end their journey of high school hockey together. Not yet. And now they have a chance to compete for an historic third consecutive State Championship. Best of luck to you Skippers!

Many thanks go out to the fans as well as the Minnetonka Pep Band and the Minnetonka Skipper mascot for coming to support the team on Friday. The team will be back in action on Thursday, February 21 vs. the Irondale Knights in the AA State Quarterfinals. The puck drops at 6pm at the Xcel Energy Center.

Skippers Send Buffalo Back Home to Roam – 2/13/13


The Section 6AA Semi Final game started off with the Skippers having transportation issues to get to the venue.  Many in the fan base wondered if this circumstance was a premonition of something dreadful to come.  The team arrived at Parade on their scarcely decorated back up bus with smiles and the eagerness of play hockey written on their faces.   This game was also a showdown between two goalies up for Ms. Goalie of the Year.

Although Buffalo was successful in securing the first shot on net, the Skippers displayed a sense of ownership of the ice.  With set up pass plays and solid defense, Tonka had moved in comfortably to the surroundings.  At 14:30 on the clock, Laura Bowman found residence in Buffalo’s net, having arrived there with help from Amy Petersen and Hannah Behounek.  The Skippers continued to manufacture scoring opportunities.  Diana Draayer lodged another goal for Tonka with assists going to Sidney Morin and Amy Petersen.  As play resumed, Bison Sam Noetzelman was "helping" Tina Gagnon with her helmet cage and eventually was called for a high stick.  The Skippers went on the power play but their efforts didn’t abide well.  Buffalo would go back to full strength and shortly afterwards gain their own one man advantage when Maggie Bazany would be called for tripping.  The Bison used this opportunity to find pay dirt as Emily Varner scored off assists from Mackenzie Rixe and Katie Rooney.  All of a sudden the Skippers had some neighbors on the scoreboard.  The period ended with Tonka having the shots on goal lead of 20-5 and a scoring lead of 2-1.

The second period, the Skippers began somewhat sluggish.  The play was not as crisp as was witnessed during the first period.  Quickly Tonka had addressed the situation when Laura Bowman tipped in another goal off an on net shot by Kelsey Crow.  Before long, Mackenzie Rixe of Buffalo would be called for body checking and power play unit would revisit the ice.  A shot by Sydney Baldwin resulted in a rebound in the vicinity of Laura Bowman who would tally herself a hat trick with the goal.  The clock wound down for the rest of the period and both teams went back to their respective locker rooms.  The lead was now 4-1 for the Skippers and the shots on net were 22-9 for the period.

Seventeen minutes went back on the clock for the final period and as fans were just returning from the long line at the concession stand; they missed the next Tonka goal.  With just 18 seconds off the clock, Diana Draayer scored the final goal for Tonka.  Amy Petersen would tally herself another "playmaker" and Laura Bowman contributed a pass to the goal as well.   However, the Skippers would also add two more penalties during the period as well.  Both Diana Draayer and Sara Holmgren would be called for infractions but the penalty kill units denied any access to Sydney Rossman’s house.  The game would come to a close and Tonka would have the privilege of playing in the Section final, winning the semi-final 5-1 and shots on goal of 54-23.

With victory comes the realization that you witnessed your opponent’s final game of the season or perhaps their Minnesota High School career.   Best wishes to Lindsay Roethke, Katie Rooney, Lindsey Hartfiel and the other Buffalo Seniors.  Many of the Skippers have played hockey with these girls during the off season, whether through elite league or club teams; good luck in all your future endeavors!

The Skippers will find themselves in familiar territory as they play for the Section 6AA title for the fourth year in a row!  Their opponents will be the Knights of BSM . . . for the third consecutive time.  The game will begin Friday, February 15th at 7:30 p.m. at Parade Ice Garden.

The Compass Doesn’t Always Point North – 2/9/13


The Minnetonka Skippers entered Parade Ice Garden as the #1 seed in Section 6AA this year allowing the team the early game of the playoff opening week.  The opponent would be the North Metro Stars, a team that Tonka had not faced this year or last.  

The game started and how things finished last year would be how they would begin.  Diana Draayer, who scored the last goal for the Skippers at Parade last year in playoffs, would open the scoring for this year’s outing.  With 14:17 still on the clock, Amy Petersen and Laura Bowman directed the puck towards their line mate, Draayer, for the first goal.  Tonka would find itself on the power play when Emily Ach from North Metro would be sent to the penalty box.  It wouldn’t take long for Petersen to scout out another goal for the Skippers off a pass from Sidney Morin.  Back to even strength, the Skippers scoring capacity would increase for the period as Petersen again would break North Metro’s perimeter.  Her goal was assisted by Sydney Baldwin and Bowman.  With the period winding down, Maggie Bazany would be called for a minor penalty and Tonka would finish on the penalty kill.  The score at the end of the period was Tonka 3-0 and the shot count was 29-0.

Starting the second on the penalty kill, Petersen and Bowman forced a turnover that resulted in Amy’s third goal and another season hat trick.  Then North Metro would find itself one man down as Meghan Held was called for holding.  The Stars penalty kill unit was successful in stopping the Skippers power play unit.  Another penalty was assessed to North Metro at 11:34 remaining.  This time it was Taylor Anderson who would be called for the infraction; however, the Skippers did not capitalize on the man advantage.  But when Rylie McDonell was called for roughing for the Skippers, North Metro put up a goal for themselves as  Kelsey Kraemer scored on a play from Allison Underwood and Cassie Hemming.    The crowd from the North Metro side erupted from this achievement, but the elation would not last long.  Bowman added to the Skippers count with assists going to Draayer and Morin.  It seemed the period would come to an end with a four goal differential, but with seven seconds left in the period Petersen would add her fourth goal of the game.  Sidney Morin’s assist would credit her with a playmaker and the other assist was given to Bowman.  The Skippers had built a lead of 6-1 and a total shot count of 56-6.

The last period saw changes in line formations.  The coaches used the third period to create some additional alchemy for the Skippers.  The experiment was successful when Presley Norby added another goal for the Tonka off passes from Holly Korn and Sara Holmgren.  For the rest of the engagement, penalties not goals were keeping the scoresheet personnel occupied.  Allison Underwood, Cassie Hemming, Meghan Helf from North Metro would spend time in the penalty box, along with Tonka’s Holly Korn and Maggie Bazany.  As the game tone became somewhat chippy and the score was favoring Tonka, the Skippers thoughts went the way of "point me towards home!"  The final score was 7-1 and the shot count was unprecedented season total of 72-6.  

Congratulations to Sydney Rossman on her first post season win and being named one of the five finalists for Goalie of the Year!

The Buffalo Bison will be the next foe for the Skippers to face in the Section 6AA upper bracket semi final! Game time is Wednesday 2/13 at 5:30 pm at Parade Ice Garden.

Skippers Don’t Cave Against the Bears – 2/2/13


The last regular season game would be played against the Blake Bears in their arena.  Lined up in their blue jerseys, the Skipper Nation got its first glimpse of the 2012-2013 Section 6AA Minnetonka roster.  

The first period began with some back and forth puck tossing by both teams.  Neither squad had a true rhythm going until at 9:14 on the clock. Hannah Behounek, keeping the senior tradition going, scored for Minnetonka on the power play.  The Skippers had the one man advantage due to a tripping call on Blake’s captain, Dani Cameranesi.  Behounek's goal was assisted by Sydney Baldwin and Laura Bowman.  As play resumed another senior, Darby Flatley found the puck and herself in a breakaway off a feeder pass from Maggie Bazany.  Shooting the puck upper corner, the Skippers took a 2-0 lead.  Shortly afterwards, Haley Aldrich of Blake would get called for tripping the Minnetonka would again send out a power play unit.  With just a little over one minute left in the period, Maggie Bazany made it a "senior tri-fecta" scoring Tonka’s third goal of the game.  The assist was credited to Katie McMillan.  Time was up in the first period and Skippers had a lead of 3-0 and shot count of 19-13.

The next period, the Bears would strike on net.  Dani Cameranesi, off a pass from Karlie Lund, would paw her way to goal and score for Blake.  The Skippers regrouped shortly afterwards, 15 seconds afterwards to be exact, with senior captain Laura Bowman putting another goal on the scoreboard for Tonka.  Sidney Morin and Sydney Baldwin were recognized for the assisting passes.  Blake again would be called for a game infraction, but the Skipper power play unit proved unsuccessful this time.  The clock wound down with the score still in Tonka’s favor 4-1 and leading the on net assault of 9-5.

The last seventeen minutes of season play were on the board and like the other two periods, it was led by a senior scoring a goal.  Amy Petersen lit up the scoreboard off passes from Laura Bowman and Sidney Morin as the trio showed the fan base "we’ve got seniors and we’re not afraid to use ‘em!"  With the period reaching the halfway point, the formula changed a little as Kelsey Crow scored the next goal with the help of senior Maggie Bazany.  The Bears again would be called to the box, but their penalty kill unit denied the Skippers entrance into the net.  However, the Skippers had one more goal to add and at 5:58 on the clock, Sara Holmgren, who has had a terrific year on JV, scored her first Varsity goal for the Skipper Nation.  Set up by senior Sidney Morin, who earned a "playmaker" on this goal, and a pass from Holly Korn.  Time ticked away and Tonka would prevail 7-1 and a total shot count of 40-21.

Congratulations to Sydney Rossman for another victory and the Minnetonka Skippers for an overall regular and holiday season record of 21-4!

Next up for the Skippers will be Section 6AA Playoffs as the #1 Seed facing North Metro on February 9th.


Ridin’ Out the Storm Hawk – 2/1/13


On a snowy night, the Minnetonka Skippers traveled to Chaska to take on the community hockey program of Chaska-Chanhassen.

The game started off with the teams being a little too aggressive as the Storm Hawks and the Skippers were both called for penalties in the early going.  The Skippers were on the power play first but failed to convert.  However, during Tonka’s turn on the penalty kill, Kelsey Crow rushed the puck up ice and shot hip high into the back of the net.  The Skippers had the lead 1-0.  The initial goal created a flurry as just two minutes later, Diana Draayer successfully put her name on the score sheet as she tallied another goal for Tonka on a one-timer off passes from Laura Bowman and Amy Petersen.  Bowman shoveled another goal in for the Skippers shortly thereafter with assistance from Petersen and Sidney Morin.  Near the end of the period, Laura Johnson of CC was called for hooking and the power play unit for Tonka took to the ice.  With 43 seconds left in the period, Kelsey Crow found a rebound from Maggie Bazany and Diana Draayer and it became Tonka’s fourth goal.  The buzzer went off and the Skippers had a 4-0 lead and an 11-3 advantage on the shot count.

The second period would consist of more penalties than goals.  Three Storm Hawks would be sent to the box with a holding and two tripping penalties.  CC was strong on two of its penalty kills; however, on the last one, Laura Bowman scored off a pass from Sydney Baldwin.  The period would end and the Skippers had a 5-0 lead and again outshooting the Storm Hawks 11-0.

The last seventeen minutes would consist of one penalty and one goal.  The Storm Hawks would go to the box early but the Skippers power play unit failed to create a squall.  CC began to find more success in narrowing the shots on net differential.  With time dwindling down on the clock Petersen would strike again, plowing forward for what would be Tonka’s final goal of the evening.   The game would end with a dominant performance by the Skippers; a 6-0 victory and total shots of 30-7.

Congratulations go out to Hannah Ehresmann earning another shut out!  The Skippers would travel next to Blake to face the Bears and their last regular season game.

JV Girls Settle for 2-2 Tie in Regular Season Finale, and an Ode to the JV Seniors – 2/1/13


On Friday night at the Chaska Community Center, time literally and figuratively ran out on the JV Skippers. Their regular season ended on the same evening that a clock malfunction may have cost the Skippers a victory against the ChanChaska StormHawks.

Leading the game 2-1 with time running out, the Skippers fought off the StormHawks in front of their own net as the clock appeared to strike zero. But the StormHawks played on, and when they scored on a rebound with no time showing on the clock the referee signaled that the goal counted, forcing an overtime period and an eventual 2-2 final. The sequence of events appeared to be: clock struck zero, StormHawks scored, buzzer sounded. But the goal stood, putting a little tarnish on an excellent effort by goalie Sarah Jewett who made several key stops throughout the game, and a Skipper squad that, despite not bringing their "A game" to the rink on this night, fought gamely to gain and protect a lead for most of the evening.

The Skippers outshot the StormHawks in every period, and after a scoreless first they broke through early in the second period on a tip-in goal by Michaela Rothstein on a power play. ChanChaska came back to tie the score minutes later, but a "heady" goal by Sarah Rogers late in the period (she inadvertently deflected a Mackenzie Hoerauf shot from the point into the net with her helmet) gave Minnetonka a lead that they protected until the fateful StormHawks tally in the waning seconds. 

The tie put an end to an up-and down-regular season for the JV Girls, a season in which they came out of the gate strong, went through a mid-season slump during which they lost a number of hard-fought one goal games, and finished unevenly as player call-ups, position changes, and other related factors robbed the team of some of the cohesiveness they showed early on. But that’s the nature of JV hockey, and the Skipper Girls can hang their hat on an overall successful season, which will end next week with a post-season tournament at Wayzata.

Finally, a quick word or two in admiration for the JV Skipper senior girls, a group of five that played much of their high school careers on the JV squad. Playing behind a great group of Varsity seniors that won two state titles and is vying for a third, the JV Skippers never quit because they loved the competition, and they never lost sight of the fact that they had the opportunity to continue to play a game they loved. Though their games generally took place before the band and most of the fans arrived, this group emerged from the locker room after almost every game with a smile on their face. They rooted for their teammates, they rooted for their varsity sisters, and they played hard every day, in practice and in games. 

As pointed out by Sharon Crow in a wonderful article posted earlier this week, these players experienced much success in their own athletic careers: three played on the semi-final U-14A State tourney team in 2010; one played on the wonderful U-12A team that started the season 39-0 before losing the State final in sudden death; all won a State U-14B title together in 2009. All five are multi-sport athletes who excelled in other sports as well. And, most importantly, all five excelled in the classroom and in many other walks of life. They are all leaders in their own right, and will undoubtedly use the lessons they’ve learned as Minnetonka hockey players to win many "championship" in their lives. Good luck to an exceptional bunch of young ladies.

Seniority Rules in Clash of State Champions – 1/30/13


The true definition of seniority is a "privileged status attained by length of continuous service."

In the battle of the reigning State Champions, Minnetonka vs. Breck, Skipper Nation fans showed their appreciation in a tribute to the 2013 Senior Class of the MHS Girls Hockey Program.  This year Minnetonka was blessed with 15 seniors that have contributed so much to Girls Hockey for their school, for their youth program, and to those young players that fill the bleachers each home game. All one has to do when they enter Pagel is to look into the rafters, or walk by the youth banners on the back wall of the running track, or look into the trophy case to see the accomplishments and read the names of those girls being honored this night.  These seniors were a group, they were friends and for the the last night together on the Pagel ice, they were a family.

The first period started with the young players of Breck pressing the older Minnetonka skaters into a fast pace.  However, Mustangs are meant to be broken and at 4:53 on the game clock, the soon to be graduates' experience showed as the BFF senior line of Flatley, Bazany and Gagnon scored the first goal for Tonka.  Darby buried the puck into the back of the net off of precision passes from her linemates.  Each team was assessed a penalty in the first period, but the respective penalty killers shut down attempts from the other side.  The play resumed as time wound down, and the Skippers had the lead at 1-0 with the shots on net advantage of 10-3.

Both teams took to the ice again for the second period and the Skippers had some solid opportunities on net.  It wasn't until 3:05 left on the clock when the Skippers would strike into the Mustangs' back pasture.  Taylor Bovee scored her first varsity goal off a pass from still-rookie-status Kelsey Crow, with veteran senior Hannah Behounek setting up the initial play.  Taylor's goal ended up as the game winner.  Shortly afterwards, Taylor made the score sheet when assessed with a penalty.  The Skippers' penalty unit corralled the Mustangs' efforts and full strength resumed.  WIth less than five seconds left in the period, on a power play opportunity, Amy Petersen put her signature on Tonka's next goal.  The assists were credited to Sidney Morin and Sydney Baldwin.  The Skippers had achieved a solid lead for their elder goaltender, Syndey Rossman, and held the shot lead again by a 12-2 margin.

The last seventeen minutes went up on the clock and early into the final period Amy Petersen again found acreage in the Breck south forty.  Amy's  goal came with the assistance of her lifelong linemate, Laura Bowman, and Sydney Baldwin.  Tonka would be called for a game infraction that provided the Mustangs with a one man advantage.  Kate Schipper, Breck's lone senior, sliced the puck past the Tonka defensive barrier and into the net.

Although the senior parents were still enjoying the evening, alas, with each tick down of the clock a precious second was gone that they would have wanted to have back.  The buzzer went off, the victory was secure, and an era at Pagel had come to a close.

They say when you say good-bye to someone, or something, or some place you love, you leave a piece of your heart behind.  To Laura, Amy, Sid, Syd, Hannah, Maggie, Darby, Tina, Jessie, Sarah, Addy, Taylor, Alyssa, Mackenzie and Colette, you left us with a lot more--Thanks for the Memories!

Special congratulations go out to Laura Bowman and Sidney Morin on their nominations for Ms. Hockey and to Sydney Rossman on her nomination for Senior Goalie of the Year.

Next up, Chaska-Chanhassen...

It’s a Banner Effort over Eden Prairie – 1/29/13


The Skippers entered into the Eden Prairie Community Center with a purpose - the Lake Conference Championship!

Minnetonka started strong with scoring early in the first period when at 14:12 Laura Bowman put the puck in the net giving the Skippers 1-0 lead.  Play went back and forth with scoring chances by both teams, however, midway through the period, Sydney Baldwin picked up the games first penalty when she was called for body checking.  The penalty kill unit was symbolic in thwarting the Eagles efforts to tie up the game.  Coincidental penalties between Katie McMillan and Amy Paulson occurred but neither team gained advantage for the remainder of the time.  The end the period came with the Skippers behind in the shot count (8-7) but ahead on the scoreboard 1-0.

The second period started off a bit slow for the Skippers but then the tempo picked up to similar fashion of the first.  The Skippers continued to dominate the game pace and forcing long line changes for the Eagles.  With 7:06 left on the clock, Amy Petersen passed the puck over to Laura Bowman who got the second goal for Minnetonka.  Two minute later, Maggie Bazany was called for tripping and the penalty unit again would be called upon to shut down the Eagle threat.  As the second period time expired on the clock, the Skippers lead was now 2-0 and the shot count lead of 11-4 belonged to Tonka as well.

The last seventeen minutes of play would test the resolve of Minnetonka to hang onto the lead and achieve the conference title.  Hannah Behounek would be called for hooking early in the period but the skill of the penalty kill plays did not permit a shot on goal for Eden Prairie.  Full strength resumed for the Skippers and shortly afterwards, Laura Bowman off a pass from Diana Draayer would score early in the third period and earn the captain a hat trick.  Tonka’s power play team would take the ice at 9:15 when Amy Paulson was called for tripping.  Several attempts on net were unsuccessful for the Skippers and 5 on 5 play resumed.  As time wound down, Laura Bowman would get called for cross-checking with three seconds left in the game.  The puck dropped for the face off, the buzzer went off, and the Skippers were Lake Conference Champions for the 4th Year in a Row!

Congratulations go out to Hannah Ehresmann for earning herself another shut out!

Next up is for the Lake Conference Champs is the Breck Mustangs and Pagel’s farewell to the Senior Class!

JV Spots Too Many To EP Too Early – 1/29/13


The Tonka JV team arrived at about 4pm to play a 5pm game against Eden Prairie on Tuesday.  Rather, make that arrival about 6pm if we only count the good stuff. The Eagles scored 6 unanswered goals in the first two periods making running time awkwardly thankful for heading into the break. When the third period began, though, it seemed the girls decided to fight back.

About five minutes into the third, and after a nice feed from the D zone by McKenzie Hoerauf,  Sarah Rogers skated the puck the rest of the way and went five hole on the EP goalie.   Back to stop time.  Was a big come back in order?  Shortly after the first Tonka goal, a little home cooking between Korn and Rice, set up a nice pass-and-score that resulted in a goal by Holly Korn.  Suddenly it was 6-2…and momentum seemed tilted toward Tonka.  The surge, though, was quickly muted by a quick goal by EP.  The comeback lost some steam.

Tonka didn't quite give up. The third period effort continued on offense as Sarah Rogers netted her second goal of the night after a nice pass from Addy Ferguson.  The score was then 7 - 3 and it remained that way for the rest of the period.  The Skippers showed their typical third period resurrection, but the EP tally given up early was too much to overcome. The team meets Chan-Chaska on Friday before meeting up again with Eden Prairie for a revenge match on Monday in the JV tournament.

Hardly Superstitious – 1/26/13


In sports circles, curses, jinx, and plain bad luck haunt teams, in some cases to epic proportions.
 
Whispers of a cake-eating goat notwithstanding, the Minnetonka Skippers Girls hockey team had never beaten the Edina Hornets at Braemar Arena.   That streak ended on Saturday, January 26, 2013, with the visiting Skippers' convincing 4-0 win over the Edina Hornets.
 
Key to the Skippers' victory was first and foremost the stellar goaltending of Sydney Rossman.  Syd and her D-core partners played in sync, effectively shutting down a potent Hornet attack that outshot the Skippers in the game. 
 
The Skippers' offense continued with the good karma found in the Centennial game.  The goals started early in the first period, when Diana Draayer serpentined her way around the Hornet defense and found the net on the short side of the Hornet goalie.   Assists on Draayer's goal were credited to Amy Petersen and Sydney Baldwin.
 
Scoring continued in the second period on a beautiful shot from Laura Bowman, who was set up by Sidney Morin and Amy Petersen.  Sydney Baldwin followed up with an unassisted goal on a rush from the D zone, finishing with a laser guided missile to the top of the Hornet net.  Draayer picked up her second goal at the end of the period, deftly picking up and depositing a rebound from the top of the crease, set up by Bowman and Petersen.
 
The Hornets continued to pressure the Skippers in the third period to no avail.  The final buzzer ended with the Skippers believing in things that they do understand and the Hornet suffered the loss.   Superstition ain't the way!

JV Girls Battle Hornets to Satisfying 3-3 Tie – 1/26/13


The scoreboard read 3-3 after a sudden death overtime period. But to the JV Skipper Girls the tie had to feel like a victory. Though they had outplayed Edina for much of the final two periods, the Skippers found themselves in a 3-1 hole with two-and-a-half minutes to play after the Hornets scored an empty net goal. But the never-say-die Skippers battled back to score two goals in the final 2:12 of the third to force overtime, and the eventual 3-3 final. This was one of those "signature" games in which a team shows what they’re truly made of. And the JV Skippers once again showed that they are all about grit, hustle, and determination. 
    
Though they outshot the Hornets 14-4 in the second period and were outshooting Edina 20-12 for the game at that point, the Skippers found themselves locked in a 1-1 tie after two. Early in the third Minnetonka once again controlled the play, and it seemed a good bet that they might solve the Hornets goalie at some point. But a five minute major penalty against Paige Nolte midway through the period for checking an Edina player into the boards put an end to the Tonka momentum, and though the Skippers deftly killed the Hornets power play for four-and-a-half minutes, Edina managed to score with 30 seconds left in the penalty to take a 2-1 lead. The score remained that way until Tonka pulled their goalie with over three minutes left in the game, allowing Edina to score an empty net goal at 14:20 of the period. At that point the Skippers looked like they would absorb another tough loss, but then their offense went to work. First, Sarah Holmgren, who has become a goal scoring machine in the past few weeks, tipped in a Megan O’Brien shot from the point at 14:48 to cut the deficit to one. And later, with the Skippers on the power play and also playing with an empty net, Holmgren pounced on a rebound of a Sarah Rogers shot to tie the score with only 35 seconds left on the clock.

The invigorated Skippers continued to control play throughout the overtime period but couldn’t bury the game winner. Nevertheless, the comeback was satisfying for the JV Girls, and exhilarating for the fans. Despite a string of one goal losses in the past few weeks the Skippers continue to play tough, gritty hockey and they show their heart and teamwork in games like Saturday’s tie.   

Skippers Sail to Win over Centennial – 1/24/13


After two disappointing losses in the past week, the Minnetonka Girls hockey team returned to form with a commanding 8-0 win over the Centennial Cougars on Thursday night. 

In the first period, the Cougars came out strong, forechecking hard and trying to force errors in the Skippers defensive zone. Minnetonka countered with crisp passing and a rotation of four forward lines, along with a return to a more familiar defensive unit. The score was deadlocked at zero by the end of the period, but the Skippers had tallied a solid lead in shots 16-3.

The tide began to turn when just over two minutes into the second period Laura Bowman notched a power play goal to put the Skippers up 1-0, tipping in a back door pass from Sidney Morin. The second assist went to Amy Petersen. Tonka scored another power play goal later in the second period, with Katie McMillan going top shelf from the point off a pass from Presley Norby. The Skippers left the ice with a 2-0 lead and an 11-3 advantage in shots, but as it turned out, they were just getting started.

In the third period, Tonka continued to pound away with four lines of forwards, eventually breaking down Centennial’s defenses. The result was a scoring spree for the Skippers. Presley Norby started the third period off with an unassisted goal, bobbing and weaving through Cougar players and cleanly beating the Cougars goaltender Brenna Bakken. Later it was Holly Korn scoring from the slot, with an assist to Darby Flatley. Petersen picked up the next goal, helped by linemates Bowman and Diana Draayer, followed by another unassisted goal for Norby. With one minute left, Petersen and Draayer combined for another goal. After the ensuing faceoff, Bowman gained her second goal of the game as time expired, with assists to Petersen and Draayer. Shots for the period were 14-0 in favor of the Skippers.

The Skippers will hope to continue the momentum in a Lake conference matchup versus Edina on Saturday at Braemar Arena.

JV Girls Victorious Against Centennial – 1/24/13


On a cold Thursday evening, the Tonka JV girls’ 5-2 victory at Centennial can be summed up as follows:  first period: walk; second period: jog; third period: run. 

The Skippers played the first period as if they were just thawing out from the long bus ride to the Centennial Arena. They managed only 3 harmless shots on goal and they trailed the game 1-0 at the end of one period.

It took most of the second period for Minnetonka to get their legs under them, but once Sarah Manning stole the puck at the Centennial blue line and scored a breakaway goal at 10:37 of the period the Skippers began to click, and when Sarah Holmgren scored a power play goal a minute later off of the rebound of a Holly Korn shot it looked like the JV girls were off and running. But a late Centennial goal brought the Skippers back to earth, and despite the fact that Minnetonka outshot Centennial by a 2-1 margin in the period they found themselves tied 2-2 at the end of the second.

In the third the Skippers picked up the pace, and goals by Shea Lindsay and Michaela Rothstein a minute apart starting at 5:13 of the period gave Minnetonka some breathing room. A second goal of the game by Holmgren with three minutes remaining was icing on the cake and the Skippers cruised home with a 5-2 victory. 

Coming off a tough loss earlier in the week to Wayzata, and dealing with multiple players moving in and out of the line-up due to varsity call ups, the Skippers showed the resilience they have demonstrated all season by winning a midweek game after a long bus ride against a stubborn opponent. Next Skipper action: Saturday afternoon at Braemar Arena against Edina. 

Overtime's Not a Charm – 1/22/13


After a mini holiday break, the Skippers traveled to take on the Wayzata Trojans at the Plymouth Ice Center.  Wayzata's enthusiastic band and announcer welcomed the Skippers to the big ice, however the Trojans were less hospitable as the Skippers suffered a 3-2 loss in overtime.
 
The game started favorably for Tonka.  Less than three minutes into the game, Laura Bowman scored after a Wayzata miscue deep in their zone.  Amy Petersen assisted on the goal.  Wayzata was undeterred and played tough and fast against the Skippers.  Early in the second period, Wayzata answered with a goal following an unusual chain of events at the Skippers net.
 
Tonka reclaimed the lead at the end of the second on a two-on-one rush initiated by Rylie McDonell, who won possession of the puck at the Tonka blue line after an impressive battle with a Trojan defender.  McDonell quickly moved the puck up the left wall as Sid Morin jumped over the boards to join the attack.  McDonell advanced to the left side dot and hit the streaking Morin with a textbook pass and, without a doubt, the puck was buried in the back of Wayzata's net for a 2-1 Skipper lead.
 
Wayzata answered late in the period on a tic-tac pass from the end board to the top of the crease, tying the game at 2.  The third period was scoreless, despite a power play opportunity for the Skippers at the end of regulation.  The Trojan penalty carried into overtime, but again the Skippers were unable to capitalize on the advantage.  A little more than two minutes of overtime elapsed when the Trojans shelfed the game winner on an odd man rush.
 
The Skippers will regroup to play Centennial on Thursday evening.

JV Skippers Look Sharp in Saturday Tilt Against Hopkins – 1/19/13


The Tonka JV Girls looked quick and inspired in Saturday’s 3-1 win against the Hopkins Royals, a far cry from the Tonka team that lost a 1-0 sleeper to the same Royals team two weeks ago. Having lost four one-goal games in a row, all to Lake Conference opponents, the Skippers looked determine to reverse their fortunes against a quick Hopkins squad. The forwards flew into the corners for loose pucks, the defense kept the swift Royal forwards a healthy distance from the net, and goalie Mackenzie Papp came up with some big saves when called upon.

The Skippers got the scoring started at the four minute mark of the first period when forwards Megan O’Brien and Taylor Bovee worked a give-and-go play to perfection in the offensive zone, with Bovee notching the goal off a perfect O’Brien feed. Before the period was over, defenseman Mackenzie Hoerauf scored on a wrist shot from the top of the faceoff circle, and the Skippers went into the intermission with a 2-0 lead.

Though the Skippers were outshot in the second period, Papp played well in goal and kept the Royals off the scoreboard, allowing Minnetonka to maintain their 2-0 lead heading into the third period. In the third both teams skated hard, producing a lot of end-to-end action. The outcome of the game remained in doubt until Sarah Holmgren scored at the 8:57 mark of the third, giving the Skippers some breathing room and allowing them to absorb the lone Hopkins goal at 10:23 of the period.

Largely because of the pace with which they played, Saturday’s game was one of the most entertaining of the season. If the Skippers maintain this level of play in their upcoming games against the same Lake Conference teams that posted wins against the JV Girls in the past couple of weeks the Skippers have a great chance to turn the tables on their rivals, and finish the season on a strong, winning note.

Hopkins Proves to be a “Royal” Pain – 1/19/13


The Skippers were facing their cross town rivals the Hopkins Royals at Pagel.  It was another conference match up for Minnetonka.

The first period was a battle of possession and the Skippers were dominating in the Royals zone.  Shot after shot was put on net by Minnetonka but to the anguish of the team none affected the scoreboard.  At the end of first seventeen minutes, the Skippers had 14 shots on goal compared to Hopkins 1.  The play of Erin O’Neil in goal for Hopkins was torturing the Skipper efforts.

The second period belonged to the Hopkins forwards. Ali Freie was called for interference just over four minutes in the period and the power play unit came onto the ice.  Again many attempts on net by the Skippers were unsuccessful as Hopkins was hurting Minnetonka’s one man advantage.  At 8:26 alone in the crease, Nina Rodgers buried the puck into the back of the net off a passes from Jillianne Young and Corbin Boyd.  Hopkins took the lead over Minnetonka 1-0.  Play resumed and again the Skippers kept firing at the Hopkins net but to no avail.  With the period close to be over the Royals found themselves on a two on one breakaway and a cross ice pass from Kylie Hanley to Shortie Sheran put Hopkins up 2-0 over Minnetonka.   When the buzzer went off the shots on goal was largely in favor of the Skippers 15-3 but the score was not.

The last seventeen minutes was a repeat of the first two, shot after shot and save after save.  At 8:40 on the clock off a face off in the Royals zone, Jilliane DeYoung from Hopkins was able to get the puck at her own blue line and go in for another goal.   The Skippers were able to control the next face off at center ice, taking the puck into the Hopkins zone, Katie McMillan scored for Minnetonka off passes from Maggie Bazany and Kelsey Crow.  Tonka was on the scoreboard but still had a deficit to overcome.  With a little over three minutes left, Minnetonka called time out and then pulled their goalie to try and score some additional goals. The Royals continued to torment the Skippers by shutting down all the scoring attempts.  The game clock expired and Hopkins had won the encounter 3-1.  The final shots on goal totaled 46-8 in favor of the Skippers.  

Minnetonka begins its away game series as they Wayzata on Tuesday at Plymouth Ice Center.

Skippers Relish in the "Garden of Eden" Prairie – 1/12/13


A rematch of the Mid-Winter Classic Tournament was at hand when Eden Prairie came into Pagel.  With the all the members fully dressed, the Skippers hoped to redeem themselves and not taste the bitterness of forbidden fruit.  

The first period began and within thirty seconds the Eagles were on the scoreboard.  Isabelle Brosseau passed the puck out of EP’s zone to Josie Olson.  Winding through the neutral zone like a serpent, the puck found itself on Kate Ryland’s tape who shot it five hole for the goal.  The Skippers were awoken suddenly to what could result in a potential fall from grace.  EP suffered a penalty a few minutes after and the power play unit came out.  The Skippers were unable to benefit from one man advantage and full strength play resumed.  At 8:03 Sydney Baldwin evened the score with a savory goal off of assists by Sidney Morin and Rylie McDonell.  The period came to an end and the score was tied at 1-1 but the Skippers were dominating the shots on goal of 12-4.  

The two teams returned to the ice for the second period.  Both teams were assessed penalties but neither power play formations could part the sea of penalty kill defenders.  Several tremendous saves by McKenzie Johnson of Eden Prairie kept the score tied.  The last seconds ticked off the clock as both teams withdrew to their respective locker rooms.  Again the Skippers had outshot the Eagles 10-2 but the score remained tied.

As the Skippers came back to the ice, they huddled at their bench with a look of determination to start the third period.  They had dominated the play in the opponent’s zone but now they wanted to capitalize on time well spent in the red zone.  With 8:52 on the clock, Hannah Behounek, D-Core turned Forward, tipped in an on net shot from Sidney Morin to give the Skippers the lead of 2-1.  The roar from the crowd exceeded biblical proportions as Tonka continued to control the pace of play.  EP would again be called for a penalty but both Skippers’ units were unable to add to their lead.  As time began to tick away, the Eagles pulled their goalie.  Laura Bowman took the opportunity to score an empty net goal off a pass from Sydney Baldwin with 2.7 seconds left in the game.  The buzzer went off and the Skippers were triumphant 3-1.  They had redeemed themselves from the tournament loss and one could say the atmosphere in Pagel was truly Paradise.

Congratulations to Sydney Rossman earning another victory!  

The Skippers get a much deserved rest this week and will face Hopkins at Pagel on January 19th in the second to last home game of the season. The last home game will be senior night on January 30, when Tonka faces Breck.


JV Girls Lose Fourth One-Goal Game in Row – 1/12/13


Saturday evening’s JV battle between Minnetonka and Eden Prairie was a tale of two games. In the first and second periods the Skippers were outshot 10-4 and 9-7, respectively, and they trailed the Eagles 3-1 after two. But, as has been customary for the JV Skippers this season they woke up in the third, outshooting the Eagles 12-5, though ultimately losing the game 4-3. The loss marked the fourth straight one-goal loss for the Skippers, a less-than-satisfying occurrence for a team that started the season with great promise.

After a scoreless first period, marked by good goaltending by Sarah Jewett and the inability of the Skippers to capitalize on a 5-3 advantage they enjoyed for a minute-and-a-half, the Skippers found themselves in a 2-0 hole early in the second following two quick EP goals. But a power play goal by Holly Korn, off of feeds from Jessie Kanter and Sarah Holmgren brought Tonka within a goal. However, Eden Prairie put a quick end to any Tonka momentum by scoring again barely 20 seconds after the Korn goal.

As the third period started Minnetonka again drew within a goal on a Sarah Rogers goal, assisted by Holmgren. But EP stifled Tonka’s momentum once more by scoring a power play goal minutes later to make it 4-2. Minnetonka fought back once again on a  Holmgren goal with 2:41 left, and they pulled the goalie with two minutes left in the game in an effort to score the equalizer. But despite some great scoring chances in the waning minutes the Skippers were not able to find the net again.  

The JV Skippers have a week off before their next game. Hopefully they’ll find the winning formula during the week that served them well early in the season, and right the ship in the remaining weeks of the season.

Amidst Many Changes, Skippers Come Together to Work the "Bugs" Out! – 1/8/13


It was Youth Night at Pagel and the future generation of Skippers came out to droves to see the Minnetonka Skippers take on their conference arch rival the Edina Hornets.  With the return of two of our D-Core and one down temporarily to injury, the coaching staff did some line shuffling for the big game.
  
As with all matchups between these two teams, it would come down to the battle of the Goalies.  Hannah Ehresmann would once again face Boomer Sonnek like they had done in their youth hockey years.  During the first period Liz Trautz was called for a hooking penalty and Tonka went on the power play.  All efforts to find the back of the net were swatted away by the Edina goalie.  Both teams kept up the pace flying up the ice and being pests around the net.  The period ended without any score but the Skippers had outshot the Hornets 13-9.

The second period was a replica of the first; the only difference was that Tonka would be called for a penalty when Diana Draayer was caught tripping and sent to the box.  The Hornets went on the power play and although they kept buzzing around the Skippers net; they failed to score.  Another period had ended without either team achieving the lead.  Again the Skippers had outshot the Edina 13-8.

Third period time and the crowd anticipated this game may go down to the wire... without fail it did.  For seventeen minutes of regulation there were close calls.  One time the puck slid alongside the Tonka goal line but failed to cross it.  Although a lot of play was occurring in Edina’s "nesting" area, the Skippers did not outshoot the Hornets.  When the clock horn went off, it was 0-0 and for the first time this season, Tonka was going to overtime.

Eight minutes went onto the game clock and sudden death overtime was going to be settling this match up.  Less than two minutes in, Laura Bowman shot on net, replayed the rebound, and scored for the Skippers in the corner of the net.  The Skippers had won the game!  The score was 1-0 and the shot count 33-26 in favor of Tonka.  It was a hard fought clash between these two teams and the end had to sting.  

Congratulations to Hannah Ehresmann who made some great saves and secured another shut out for this season. A huge Thank You to the Coaches, Players, and Parents of the 8U and 6U MYHA Girls Program who made this year the most successfully attended Youth Night we have had at Pagel.  The team tunnel was great and the intermission game was a thriller!

This Saturday, the Skippers look to add the Eden Prairie Eagle to the most endangered species list! Join us at Pagel for this evening rematch of the Mid-Winter Meltdown championship game.

Edina Stings Tonka JV Early – 1/8/13


When the second period ended in its game against the Edina hornets, the Minnetonka JV hockey team had fallen behind 3-0. The game was an odd one at first. It seemed Minnetonka was doing the work of both teams. Pucks were definitely not bouncing the right way for the Skippers as the first Edina goal went off of an unsuspecting Tonka player's stick. The Hornets were doing their best to be a pain in the.......neck with well positioned players always closely pestering our girls on every possession.  Between periods, the Tonka girls went to the locker room to see how many of the stingers they could remove. 

The third period started as most of this season's third periods for Minnetonka have.  A new energy emerged as all the lines retuned the buzz back at the hornets as best they could.  McKenzie Hoerauf went top nest with a shot from the high slot early in the 3rd. It wasn't long before Sara Holmgren brought the Skippers back within one with about 8 minutes to go. Was the weekend power outage over? The reverse buzz continued and the Tonka girls had a few more opportunities to smoke the bees, before time eventually ran out. The Hornets swarmed in celebration and left the ice with all the honey....at least until the 26th when they meet again.

Offensive Power Outage Leads to Lost Weekend for Tonka JV – 1/4/13-1/5/13


Maybe it was the back to back games played in an 18 hour period, or the illnesses to key players, or the short bench due to varsity call-ups. Or maybe it was just a case of the mid-season blahs. Whatever it was - or wasn't - the Skippers JV Girls mustered only one goal all weekend in games with Hopkins and Wayzata, and they lost both games. 

On Friday evening against Hopkins, Tonka allowed single goals in the second and third periods to the Royals and, despite a third period goal by Sarah Rogers, they never fully recovered and lost by a score of 2-1. For the most part the game was evenly played, and Hopkins owned no particular advantage over the Skippers, except on the scoreboard. But on a night when Minnetonka could not generate a lot of offensive firepower the two early goals that Hopkins scored were enough to seal Tonka's fate.

The Saturday afternoon tilt against Wayzata was another issue entirely. Playing perhaps their poorest game of the season, the Skippers were outshot in every period, and were outshot for the game by a 26-7 count. If not for the play of goalie Sarah Jewett, the final score might have been worse than it was. Jewett played a particularly fine game, cutting her angles well and making a number of wonderful saves on close in shots. While the Skippers forwards skated hard, and the defensive corps helped to keep the game close, it was Jewett's play that stood out as one of the lone bright spots on an otherwise lackluster day.

The double loss this weekend dropped the Skippers' season record to 10-5. The JV girls will try to rebound this week with games against key conference rivals Edina and Eden Prairie.
Trojans Try But in the End the Skippers Weren't Horsing Around! – 1/5/13


Towards the end of last year's season, the Wayzata Trojans defeated Minnetonka at Pagel Activity Center.  This game would be reminder to the Skippers that their opponents will sometimes utilize subterfuge to gain the advantage.  Of course this was not the Illiad, rather a hockey game between two foes of Lake Minnetonka.

The first period began with the Skippers gaining the first shot on net.  The Trojans were quick to move the puck up ice and create opportunities of their own.  The Skippers' penalty killers were called upon to encounter the power play unit of Wayzata.  They successfully stopped Wayzata from gaining ground. Tonka was able to gain a one man advantage but failed to mount a lead as McKenna Lorenz refused entrance into the net.  The shots appeared to be even at this point in the game, however, at 3:41 in the period Kaycie Palesch, off a pass from Stephanie Kirk, tallied a goal for Wayzata.  The remaining time expired the Skippers had the advantage on the shots on goal (9-6)  but were trailing 1-0.

The next period was a back and forth clash of close calls and incredible saves by both goalies.  Sydney Rossman gloved one shot behind her back.  In another instance Laura Bowman dove to deflect the puck off to the side, preventing what could have been a sure goal for Wayzata. As time expired, one shot from a Trojan player deflected in front and Rossman was able to stop the puck in her feet.  Although the Wayzata fan base thought the puck was in the net, the officiating and position of the puck proved otherwise.  The period came to an end and the score remained in favor of the Trojans 1-0 and the shot on net lead was the Skippers 7-6.

As the third period started to materialize, it was evident that the Skippers were on crusade.  Just a little over three minutes in the game Darby Flatley took matters into her own hands and scored Tonka's first goal.  The tide had turned as the Skippers continued to assail Wayzata's goalie with shot after shot.  With 3:41, the duo of Amy Petersen and Laura Bowman would come together to score the winning goal.  Off a pass from Amy, Laura buried the puck into the net and the Skippers had the lead.  The clock wound down and this odyssey was over.  The Skippers had won 2-1 and had outshot the Trojans 18-3 in the third period.

Congratulations to Sydney Rossman for another win and to all the players for battling game after game over the last two weeks. Thanks go out to Mr. Paul Rosen and the Minnetonka Pep Band for their support at this game.

Come up for the Skipper Nation - It's Youth Night this Tuesday as Minnetonka faces Edina!

For a Worthy Cause, Tonka gets "Ryl-ed" up! – 1/4/13


The Skippers began conference play in the "Coaches vs. Cancer" fundraiser facing the Hopkins Royals.  Both teams were absent players still in Finland at the World Championships so it was vital to each opponent to find sources of success throughout their individual rosters.

Play began in the first period with a lot of puck exchanges in the neutral zone.  Both teams' defenses seemed to limit the amount of offensive opportunities granted to the other.  Each line was looking for that outlet pass that would lead to a breakaway in hopes of a goal.  The goalies were hoping to stop every shot with limited rebounding.  With 11:43 still left in the first period, Rylie McDonnell scored her first varsity goal and gave the Skippers the lead.  Darby Flatley set up the play earning her another assist for the season.  Hopkins, however, would get a one man advantage opportunity as Holly Korn was called for roughing with a 1:28 left in the period.  The Skippers went on the penalty kill for the rest of the first period, denying Hopkins the ability to tie up the game.  When the period was over, Tonka still had a 1-0 lead and the shots on goal advantage of 8-3.

The second period started with Hopkins still on the power play but the time between the periods gave the Skippers the needed rest to finish the kill.  Five on five play resumed very similar to that of the first period.  Midway through the period, the Skippers drew a penalty off of Rachel St. Clair who was called for tripping.  Tonka sent out its power play unit but the Skippers were not able to capitalize on the one man advantage.  The game clock wound down and the score remained the same but the shots on goal differential had narrowed 9-5 in favor of the Skippers.

The last seventeen minutes were much like the last thirty four.  The play was back and forth, Tonka would take all shots on goal but Hopkins goalie Erin O'Neil either covered the puck or rebounded it to side out of harm's way.  Again the Skippers would draw another penalty off of Ali Freie who was called for high sticking.   Sending out its power play unit, Tonka again attempted to find the back of the net but was unsuccessful in changing the scoreboard.   The game ended and the Skippers had prevailed in a tight score of 1-0 and had outshot Hopkins 11-0 in the third period.

Congratulations to Hannah Ehresmann for earning another victory and this shut out was extra special - it was for Mom, one of the many cancer survivors in the stands!  Thanks to the many Tonka fans who contributed to the Cancer Fundraiser and to our JV girls who rushed through the stands during the 76-second drill collecting all the donations on our team's behalf.
 
Next up for the Skippers, the Wayzata Trojans!

Eagles Soar at Skippers' Expense – 12/29/12


The Skippers were still excited about their victory over Benilde and needed to settle in for this game.  The hometown Eden Prairie Eagles came into their own arena on a mission - "we are young, we are strong, and we want to win our tournament!"

The first period started off very fast with the Eagles pressuring the puck quickly in the Tonka zone.  The Eagles ran traps continually on the Skipper breakouts, forcing turnovers to give them shooting opportunities.  At 3:26 left in the first period, pressure by Charly Dahlquist created such an opportunity.  Taking the puck and circling it in the shape of "tilde," she found the inner lip of the net and scored the first goal for Eden Prairie.   Towards the end of the period, Katie McMillan suffered a cross check that would negate her ability to return to the game.  Darby Flatley returned to playing defense for Tonka after a long hiatus at forward.  The clock wound down and the Skippers were outshot 11-2 and were losing 1-0.  

The second period started similar to the end of the first.  EP came out fast and furious looking for another scoring opening.  With 9:10 on the clock, Carly Molenaar ascended on a rebound in front of the net and put it in the goal giving Eden Prairie a 2-0 advantage.  Tess Roehl was credited with the assist.  The Skippers needed to regroup and quickly.  Several shots on net later, Tonka's combination of Laura Bowman and Amy Petersen resulted in the Skippers finding success.  Amy found the back of the net off a centering pass from Laura.  EP's lead was cut by 1 goal and that was the closest Tonka would get.  Tonka had gained the shots on goal advantage but not on the scoreboard.

After a much needed break in the action, Tonka returned to the ice hoping to regain some ground.  As play action went back and forth, EP's Lauren Boyle came flying up the ice with the puck and found the back of the net.  The Eagles owned a 3-1 advantage and decided to keep up the impetus to stay ahead.  Pulling the goalie with over two minutes left, the Skippers put six attackers on the ice, but to no avail.  With little time left on the clock, Charly Dahlquist scored the empty netter to finalize the score of 4-1.  

The Skippers begin conference play on January 4th against Hopkins.  

JV Extends Little Southern Hospitality to Northern Guests in Consolation Championship – 12/29/12


Playing well from start to finish, the Minnetonka JV Girls had little trouble disposing of the Cloquet-Esko-Carlton (CEC) Lumberjacks in the consolation championship game of the Eden Prairie Holiday Tournament on Saturday. In a game that featured the second hat trick in two days by forward Sarah Holmgren, the Skippers seized control of the game early in the second period and won by a final score of 6-2.

Although the Skippers controlled much of the play in the early going, the game was tied at 2-2 when CEC scored on a power play one minute into the second period. But goals by Sarah Manning and Megan O'Brien during the middle third of the period, and a back breaking goal by Holmgren as the buzzer sounded to end the period gave the Skippers a 5-2 lead at the break, and the Lumberjacks never mounted much of a threat again. The highlights of the third period were a Holmgren goal to complete her hat trick, and the final buzzer that signaled the Skippers' victory.

The Skippers went 2-1 during the tournament and, despite the loss on Thursday to the eventual tournament champion Cretin squad, they played well throughout the three day event. If not for the individual heroics of Cretin's Paige Voight, a recent transfer who scored four goals against the Skippers and almost single-handedly controlled the game for Cretin, the Skippers might have been hoisting the championship trophy on Saturday.

All-in-all, a satisfying weekend that included a thrilling comeback victory against Benilde, a hard fought loss, and a solid victory. A weekend that should leave the JV Skippers feeling pretty good about themselves as they enter the second half of the season.

In General Fashion, Skippers Outrank Another Private at EP Tourney – 12/28/12


The Skippers came into the semi-final game without a third of its D-Core and the platoon of Red Knights were without their Captain, but everyone anticipated a trench warfare melee.  

The first period of play was fast and physical as both teams seemed on a mission.  The Red Knights came out strong, looking to light up the scoreboard early.  Tonka was on high alert in the defensive zone conscious of BSM's centering passes to the front of the net.  Heads up goaltending by Hannah Ehresmann extinguished some early efforts of that Red Knight strategy, as BSM had put several shots on net in comparison to Tonka.  The aggressive play was noticed by the referees and at 5:03 BSM's Sara Taffef was called for high sticking.  The power play unit for the Skippers came onto the ice but diligent play by the Red Knights spoiled the attempts on net.  Soon BSM was at full strength but with 1:53 left in the period Kippen Keller was called for slashing.  The Skippers went on the power play again for the remainder of the period.  The initial skirmish session ended and each team retreated to their locker rooms.  The score was 0-0 but the Red Knights had outshot the Skippers 10-6.

The start of the second period was somewhat delayed, as the field of battle was soggy and the officials insisted the EP staff remedy the situation before play would begin.  The power play expired and full strength resumed.  The Skippers struck quickly afterwards as Katie McMillan, who was recently drafted to the D-Core, fired a shot from the blue line that found the top corner of the Red Knight's net.  Assists were credited to Maggie Bazany and Diana Draayer.  Again, BSM would be called for an infraction as Caitlin Reilly went to the penalty box for interference.   The power play didn't produce a goal due to some great heads up kill skill by Ali Praus.  

With 14 seconds left in the second period, Amy Petersen stepped in front of the line of fire and blocked a shot, forcing a breakaway opportunity.  Amy became a one player army charging with the puck into the Red Knight zone.   Utilizing sniper accuracy, she fired the puck over the goalie's blocker and scored Tonka's second goal.  The Skippers took a 2-0 lead but the Red Knights still outshot Tonka 8-7.

As with other clashes between these two teams, a lead can easily change hands quickly.  The Red Knights regrouped and within the first two minutes of the third period, Liv Halvorson skated past the Blue Army and fired a shot that found the back of the net.  The remainder of the period became a battle of attrition and the referees adopted the "let them play" approach.  The Skippers strategy was puck control, limit the mistakes, and just clear the zone.  As time got under two minutes, BSM called time out and Tonka knew what was coming: Abbey Miller would be leaving the ice and the sixth attacker would join the Red Knights' ranks.  The Skippers faced six skaters by holding the puck into the boards to kill time and made a few attempts on the empty net while clearing the puck.   However, Tonka's strength in the last few seconds of the game was face off wins, preventing BSM from setting up a drop back face off to their cannon shooter.    The final buzzer sounded, it was over, Tonka prevailed!  The final shot count was 26-17 in favor of the Red Knights, but the other numbers of 2-1 meant more to the Skippers.  Congrats to Hannah Ehresmann picking up another win.  

Next up for the Skippers the Championship Game against the tourney host Eden Prairie Eagles!

JV Girls Show Their Mettle in Comeback Victory Over Benilde – 12/28/12


Momentum is a funny thing in sports. When you've got it you often feel you can do no wrong. And when you don't have it, it seems that every break or every bounce of the puck goes against you. The Minnetonka Girls JV team experienced a number of highs and lows in their Friday consolation bracket game against Benilde-St. Margaret's at the Eden Prairie Holiday Tournament, and they rode a late wave of momentum to a thrilling overtime victory.

Minnetonka opened the scoring at 4:35 of the first period when Sarah Holmgren weaved through the Red Knights' defense and put a shot under the goalie's pads to stake the Skippers to a 1-0 lead. Minnetonka was skating well in the early going, and things were looking up for them at that point. But when the Red Knights scored two goals in a 38 second span late in the period the early Tonka momentum fizzled, and Benilde looked like the team in charge of the game as the period came to an end.

Benilde came storming out of the locker room to start the second period, and when they scored two goals in the first six minutes of the period the momentum had clearly shifted to the Knights' side, and Tonka looked lost as the period ended with Benilde up 4-1.

When the third period started Minnetonka showed some signs of life as they peppered the Benilde goalie with a number of close-in shots, but with 11 minutes to play they still trailed 4-1 and it seemed that they had dug themselves into too deep a hole to climb out of. But when Holmgren scored her second goal off a rebound of a Michaela Rothstein shot at the six minute mark things visibly began to change, and when Christine Gagnon scored at the 8:56 mark to cut Benilde's lead to 4-3 momentum had clearly swung back to the Skippers corner. Holmgren's third goal of the game at 10:39 tied the game, and now the Skippers were buzzing. When Paige Nolte scored on a power play with four minutes left to complete the comeback, a Skippers win seemed a foregone conclusion. But Benilde fought back gamely, and when they scored a shorthanded goal with three minutes left it seemed that the momentum had once again swung to their side as regulation play ended in a 5-5 tie.

But it was obvious that Minnetonka did not come back from a three goal deficit late in the game to lose in overtime, and it only took 1:23 for Rothstein to end the game with a beautiful goal from the slot after a smart centering pass by Sarah Rogers. A jubilant Tonka squad celebrated at center ice, giddy after their thrilling comeback. Coach Chad Thorp was equally thrilled. "I told the girls in the locker room after the second period that they were good enough to come back in the third, and I meant it. I might not have told this to some of our teams in previous years, but this team is different. They've got a certain something that allows them to win games like this, and I believe in them." It was obvious after Friday's game that his faith in his squad is well placed.

Skippers Put a "Hault" on Cretin-Derham – 12/27/12


The Skippers faced Cretin-Derham Hall for the first time in several years at the EP Holiday Tournament.   Down two defensemen, Tonka rearranged several lines to take on the Raiders in the first game of the bracket.  

The first period the Skippers were a little bit like the weather-somewhat sloppy-but regrouped themselves at 6:11 on the clock when Laura Bowman struck first off a pass from Amy Petersen to give Tonka the lead 1-0.  Not long afterwards Presley Norby put her best foot forward and deflected a shot on net by Kelsey Crow for Tonka's second goal.  Amy Petersen had set up the play passing to the point and earning her another assist for the period.  We had a stoppage of play as Natalie Kelly and Kelsey Crow both suffered an equipment malfunction, hooking their cages together on their helmets, the referees had to come to the players' aid and dismantle the situation.  As time on the clock wound down, Diana Draayer was called for a hooking penalty and CDH went on the power play.  The Raiders outshot the Skippers 7-5 but Tonka had a 2-0 lead.  

The Skippers started the second period still on the penalty kill but successfully iced the puck several times, preventing the Raiders to set up a clear shot.  Full strength resumed for both teams until Caitlyn Russel was also called for a hooking penalty at 10:12 on the clock.  The Skippers used both power play units but were unable to find the back of the net and the penalty expired.   The referees were busy again as Kelsey Crow was called for holding with a little over four minutes of play remaining.  The penalty kill unit was diligent in not letting CDH find success.  As with the last couple of years, Hannah Behounek was true to form in giving her mom her birthday present goal.  At 1:55, Amy Petersen showed some 3x3 hockey moves setting up a pass in the high slot that Hannah took full advantage of past Emma May.  With just seconds left in the period, Katie McMillan was called for slashing and the Skippers would send out its penalty kill once again.  The Skippers had gained another goal advantage with the lead now 3-0 and had turned the differential in shots in their favor with 12-9.  

The last period, the Skippers were still short handed but the kill unit was again in control of the flow of the game.  Tonka would be able to utilize its own power play unit as at 8:52 Rachel Seibel was called for a hooking penalty.  Just forty one seconds into the Raiders penalty a scrum in front of the net resulted in Diana Draayer picking up the goal for the Skippers, with the assist going Maggie Bazany.  Presley Norby would be the last player on the game sheet picking up a high-sticking penalty with approximately less than two minutes left in the game.   The game clock expired and the Skippers prevailed 4-0 and a total shot count of 30-19.  

Syd Rossman earned the win in goal with her third shut out of the season.

Next up is the semi-final match up with Benilde-St. Margaret's. 

Tonka JV Girls Fall 5-3 in Hard Fought Battle – 12/27/12


In their first game of the Eden Prairie Holiday Tournament, the Minnetonka JV Girls team did what they seem to do best: they came back after falling into a 3-0 hole, only to lose to a tough Cretin JV squad by a score of 5-3.

Cretin posed as big a challenge as any team that Minnetonka has faced this season, sporting a couple of recent transfers who could certainly play varsity hockey for any program in the state. They were big, tough, and fast, and they made the Tonka squad pick up their game in order to compete. But Tonka was up for the challenge, and they hung tough until Cretin scored an empty net goal with under two minutes to play to seal the deal.

Although the first period was fairly evenly played, Cretin jumped to a 2-0 lead by the end of the period, and when they padded their lead with a power play goal only 13 seconds into the second period, it looked like it would be a long day for the Skippers. But Minnetonka came back, as they always seem to do. They scored their first goal 3 minutes into the second period when defenseman Mackenzie Hoerauf snuck into the slot area and deposited the puck behind the Cretin goalie off a nice feed from Sarah Manning. Minnetonka scored again during a 5-on-3 power play when Michaela Rothstein scored from the slot, and when Sarah Rogers scored at the end of a play that included some pretty passes by Rothstein and Jessie Kanter the Skippers were back in business, tying the score at 3-3. But the lead was short-lived, as Cretin scored about a minute later to take the lead for good at 4-3.

The score remained tight for most of the third period with both teams exchanging multiple scoring opportunities, and both goaltenders turning back everything thrown their way. Minnetonka certainly had their chances, and they pushed Cretin to the limit. But an empty net goal by Cretin ended the drama, and sent Tonka home with their third loss of the season.  

The Skippers are back in action on Friday morning against Benilde-St. Margaret's in the consolation bracket of the EP Tournament, hoping for a better outcome than in today's game. If they put forth the same effort, they've got a great chance of evening their tournament record.


Tonka Knocks the Wind out of the Tornadoes – 12/20/12


For those Skippers who played in last year’s season opener up in Anoka, the game against the Tornadoes was an opportunity for payback time.   As the teams began funneling onto the ice, the crowd anticipated a whirlwind of a game.  

The first period began quickly with the Skippers pressuring the puck in the Anoka red zone.  Molly Scarborough had to take cover of the puck on many occasions as each Tonka line continued to shoot on net.  At 7:58 left on the clock, Sidney Morin and Amy Petersen set up passes to Sydney Baldwin who left a path of destruction as she fired a shot into the back of the net.  The game time began to wane down and the siren went off ending the period.  The Skippers were back in familiar territory, the lead after one period of play (1-0) and shots on goal differential of 13-3.

As the second period moved in, the Skippers had twisted some of the lines around to try some new formations and tactics against the Tornadoes.   Anoka found some additional shooting opportunities; however, all potential threats were extinguished by heads up goaltending.  Sydney Baldwin again would come up big for the Skippers burying the puck with a blustery shot off a pass from Laura Bowman.  As the clock wound down the Skippers went off to the locker room with a 2-0 lead but the Tornadoes had created some squall around the net decreasing the shot differential by only 1 advantage for the Skippers.

The last 17 minutes proved to be more intense as the Tornadoes began to spin things around for themselves.  Early in the period, Anoka kept storming Hannah Ehresmann with shots and at 13:31 Blair Parent dusted the puck into the net.  Assists were credited to Haily Miller and Emilie Brigham.  Tonka acknowledged this as a warning signal that Anoka was finding an alley in the red zone.   A couple of penalties in the period kept the kill unit busy weathering the Tornadoes attempts to tie up the score.  It became apparent to the crowd that the first breezers that got to the open puck would control the pace.  The Skippers fought back with Presley Norby’s drop pass to Amy Petersen who found Laura Bowman open in the back slot.  With over seven minutes left in the game, the Skippers now had a two goal differential and forced Anoka to pull its goalie late in the game.  Two seconds remained in regulation when Presley Norby found an empty net to herself.  The final score was 4-1 and shots on goal were 35-23 also in favor of Tonka.  Congratulations to Hannah Ehresmann with her 5th win of the season!  

Thanks go out to the 12UA for making the team tunnel (their second in one week) and the 6U Blue Team for some great intermission hockey!  

Safe travels and Good Luck to Sidney Morin and Sydney Baldwin for their upcoming Team USA World Championship tournament in Finland.  Next up for the Skipper Nation is the EP Holiday Tournament!

Happy Holidays!

Tonka JV Victorious Against Anoka – 12/20/12


After a couple of close games and a rare loss, the Minnetonka JV girls extended their winning ways with a 5-2 victory against Anoka on Thursday evening at the Pagel Activity Center.

After 14 minutes of scoreless hockey in the first period, the Skippers broke through with a power play goal scored by defenseman Halle Rettler from the point with an assist from Christine Gagnon. The Skippers had three power play opportunities in the first, and were finally able to capitalize with Rettler’s goal late in the period.

Things opened up a bit more in the second, with two Minnetonka goals (both by Rylie McDonnell) sandwiched around an Anoka goal at the midpoint of the period, gave the Skippers a 3-1 edge heading into the third period.

The Skippers continued to control much of the play during the third, and when Shea Lindsey scored a power play goal at 4:38 of the period, followed by a Sarah Rogers goal at the 10:20 mark, the outcome of the game was not in doubt. Anoka scored a goal with 3 seconds left in the game to make the final score 5-2 Skippers. Minnetonka enjoyed a 25-15 shot advantage over an overmatched Anoka squad, and they won the game in convincing fashion to bring their season record to 8-2.

The JV Skippers are off until next Thursday when they begin play in the Eden Prairie Holiday Tournament against Cretin. Until then, they’ll have time to practice, kick back a little, and enjoy the holiday season. Merry Christmas to all!

Tonka JV Rides Roller Coaster to Victory Over Benilde – 12/18/12


They were up, and then they were down. They fought back from a dreadful second period. And when the final buzzer sounded, when it mattered most, The Minnetonka JV Girls were victorious in a tight game against a tough opponent. 

Benilde St Margaret’s came out of the gate hot, and they had the upper hand early. But it was the Skippers who struck pay dirt first on a goal by Shea Lindsay off a feed from Taylor Bovee at 15:06 of the first period. And barely two minutes later, when Bovee tipped in a shot from the point, the Skippers were up 2-0 and seemingly in control of the game.

But prosperity did not last long, as the Red Knights came out in the second period and blitzed the Skippers for three goals, each spaced a couple of minutes apart during the first half of the period. The Skippers looked a step slow and a little tired but, as they have done all year, they mustered the energy to fight back and tie the score with a minute left in the period on a goal off a scramble by Rylie McDonell.  

Starting the third, the Red Knights once again seemed to have the advantage, firing shots from a variety of angles at goalkeeper Sarah Jewett. But Jewett’s fine play kept Benilde off the boards, and when Shea Lindsay took a feed at center ice and scored a breakaway goal midway through the period everything changed. The Skippers seized the momentum and they rode it to victory.

The win was satisfying in a number of ways. First, it was against a quality opponent. The Benilde program is one of the strongest in the state, with the varsity squad ranked right at the top of the heap alongside the Skippers. And, second, Minnetonka once again showed their toughness and resilience, battling back on a night when they didn’t seem to have their best stuff to take control when it counted.

The JV girls will be back in action on Thursday evening against Anoka, when they hope to build on the strong 7-2 record they’ve amassed early in the season.

Not A Good Knight For The Skippers – 12/18/12


Minnetonka suffered its first defeat of the season on Tuesday night, falling victim to the Red Knights of Benilde-St. Margarets. Boasting a deep and talent-laden squad, the Red Knights proved to be a formidable foe, and the Skippers found their defenses vulnerable.

In the first period, BSM gained the territorial advantage in shots, while the best of Minnetonka's opportunities seemed to miss the mark. By the end of the period, Tonka found itself outshot 10-4, but Goaltender Sydney Rossman barred the Knights from the net, and the scoreboard remained knotted at 0-0.

As the second 17 minutes opened, the intensity of play ramped up and the officials began to get involved, as did the special teams. As multiple penalties were called, there were several round robins of power plays, penalty kills, and 4-on-4 situations. Nonetheless, Benilde notched the first goal of the game at 5-on-5 two minutes into the period, when defense Liv Halvorson drove deep into the Knights' offensive zone, eventually poking in a loose puck from behind the net. Later in the period at 7:39, Minnetonka committed a costly turnover in their defensive end while on the power play. Forechecking hard, Ali Praus stripped the puck off a Skippers player on the end boards, finding Kelly Pannek all alone in front of the Skipper net. Pannek wasted no time in putting the Red Knights up by two. Minnetonka retreated to the locker room with a 13-10 edge in shots for the period, but no goals to show for it.

Tonka entered the third period in unfamiliar territory, facing a two-goal deficit. Again, there were multiple opportunities for special teams to impact the game, but as the time ticked away, the Skippers were running out of options as BSM threw wave after wave of fresh players on the ice. After Rossman was pulled for an extra skater, Caitlyn Reilly sealed Tonka's fate with just 35 seconds left in regulation, scoring the empty net goal. While the Skippers battled to an overall 26-24 advantage in shots, the final score remained 3-0.

The Skippers will need to regroup quickly for another game on Thursday. They face the Anoka Tornadoes, another team that took a bite out of Tonka last year in the season opener. The puck drops at 5 and 7 pm at Pagel.

Tonka JV Girls End Up and Down Week on a High Note – 12/15/12


Finishing a stretch of three games in five days, the Minnetonka JV Girls earned a 3-0 victory against the Buffalo HS Bisons at the Pagel Activity Center on Saturday afternoon.

Following a convincing 6-1 win over Eagan on Tuesday evening, the Skippers lost by an equally convincing 6-0 score to a tough Andover squad on Thursday night. Andover played with a short bench all evening, but they didn’t seem to wear down late in the game, as might be expected. Instead, they kept scoring goals late in the game, racking up three in the third period to seal the Skippers’ fate. Despite the final score, however, Tonka did have some good moments in the game, and the final score was not really indicative of the tenor of the game. Minnetonka skated hard from start to finish, and a number of fans commented on how hard they were playing late in the game, when the final outcome was no longer in doubt. On a night when the breaks didn’t go their way and the team was a little flat, they nonetheless showed their character and unwillingness to quit throughout the evening.

The Skippers hard work was rewarded on Saturday afternoon against Buffalo, with Tonka emerging victorious by a 3-0 score. With Mackenzie Papp leading the way with her first HS shutout and some nifty glove saves throughout the game, Minnetonka broke a scoreless tie at 14:01 of the second period when Sara Holmgren scored an unassisted goal on a shot from just outside the crease. The Skippers padded their lead early in the third when Holmgren scored her second unassisted goal from close range, and they closed out the scoring with a couple of minutes left in the game when Sarah Rogers scored a beautiful spin-a-rama goal from the high slot off a pass from Rylie McDonnell. Minnetonka outshot the Bisons 23-20 for the game, and they enjoyed the territorial edge from start to finish. 

Saturday’s game was marked by hard play and hustle throughout -- Christine Gagnon in particular stood out by playing hard on both ends of the ice, as well as a number of players trying out new positions for the first time this season. Mackenzie Hoerauf and Emma Krueger looked good in their first games of the season on defense, and Jessie Kanter showed her versatility by playing all three forward positions and both defense positions before game’s end. All-in-all, a good “day at the office” for the Skippers after an up-and-down week. 

Buffalo Chips Away But Skippers Prevail – 12/15/12


The last time the Skippers and Bison met was in the second round of the Section 6AA Tournament.  Tonka and Buffalo played a tight scoring and physical game.  The Skippers came out shooting on net right away but were unsuccessful in scoring a goal.  Then, at 13:25 Buffalo struck first with Katie Rooney finding the upper corner of the net.  The assists for the goal went to Sam Noetzelman and Mackenzie Rixe.  Play resumed with the Skippers stampeding up and down the ice and pelting the goalie; however, not until 6:50 remained on the clock would Tonka score.  Laura Bowman made a dash to the net off of passes from Darby Flatley and Amy Petersen.  The tie allowed the fan base to catch its breath for a minute but the Bison would seize another opportunity to take the lead.  With just little over a minute left in the first period, Mackenzie Rixe would find her captain, Katie Rooney, who again would seize the opportunity from the slot and give Buffalo the lead for the second time in the encounter.   A bewildered Tonka team found itself with 18-4 shots on goal differential but losing for the first time this year at the end of a period.  

The second period began with officials becoming more part of the game calling a hooking penalty on Buffalo’s Sam Noetzelman.  The power play unit went onto the ice and pressured the Bison goalie.  The Skippers were unable to score during the penalty time; however, just a few seconds after Buffalo returned to full strength, Kelsey Crow poked the puck into the net off a rebound from Amy Petersen and Sydney Baldwin at the 14:29 mark.  The game was tied and the Skippers continued to keep the Bison goalie busy.  Laura Bowman was called tripping at 4:54 and Tonka sent out the penalty kill unit.  Buffalo set up their play and attempted several back door post shots but Hannah Ehresmann refused to let the Bison graze in her crease.  The penalty was over and full strength resumed.  The period ended and again the shots on goal still favored the Skippers but the differential had decreased 10-7.  The score was tied 2-2.

For the third period of this game, it seemed to the crowd that perhaps Sidney Morin had enough with the tie of 2-2 and decided to give the Skippers the advantage on the scoreboard.  At 7:57, Sid scored her first goal of the period, firing the puck over the goalie’s hip into the back of the net.  Amy Petersen and Diana Draayer were credited with the assists.  Tonka had the lead for the first time of the night.  It was just the beginning. Sidney Morin would fire another shot at the Bison goalie with a little more than six minutes left in the game.  This time it was a five-hole goal off of passes from Amy Petersen and Laura Bowman.  The play continued and the Skippers were denying the Bison’s challenges in the red zone.  With 3:18 left on the clock, Sidney Morin once again wound up stick and blasted the puck past Lindsey Hartfiel for her third goal in a row, in the same period.  Pure and simple, it was a natural hat trick!   The period and the game were over, Tonka had prevailed, winning 5-2.  Hannah Ehresmann picked up her fourth win of the season with a total shot count of 37-17 in favor of the Skippers.  

The Skippers welcome the Red Knights of Benilde-St. Margaret’s on Tuesday at Pagel.  It has been 306 days since these two teams faced each other in the Section finals.  With the teams being ranked #1 and #2 in the State, it will prove to be an exciting game.

Tonka Shoots Over AND-OVER! – 12/13/12


The Skippers welcomed the Andover Huskies to Pagel Activity Center anticipating a solid game.  The Huskies came out fast pressuring the Tonka forwards from the first pass.  At 14:22, Amy Petersen found a gap in the net and scored Tonka’s go ahead goal.  Laura Bowman was credited with the assist.   The Skippers continued to put the puck on net but Andover’s goalie, Maddie Rooney, was keeping the net all to herself.   Shot after shot, she kept the Skippers scoring threats at bay.  A few penalties were called but neither team could find the back of the net with their power play strategies.  As the first period came to an end the shot differential was 18-4 in favor of the Skippers, however, the score was only 1-0.

The second period was a repeat of the first for the Skippers; shot after shot, rebound after rebound, and glove save after glove save.  Andover had two great opportunities to score on the Skippers but outstanding plays by Sydney Rossman fended off the Huskies ability to light up the scoreboard.   The Skippers continued to pelt away in the Andover red zone but it remained 1-0 at the end of the period.  The shot count again was lopsided 15-3 in favor of Tonka.

The Huskies continued to pressure the Skippers in the final period.  Determine to force mistakes on breakouts, Andover’s forwards were harassing passing lanes and picking off outlet passes.  Still, the Skippers had many offensive opportunities and with 2:20 left in the game, Sydney Baldwin fired a shot on goal that Bowman tipped in over the Andover goalie’s shoulder.  Tonka found itself with a 2-0 lead and set to play defense for the remaining minutes of the game.  But a penalty 22 seconds later gave Andover a one-man advantage that the Huskies did not squander.  Just fifteen seconds into the power play, Abbie Turpin found a back door entry into the net with the help of Mikayla Goodin and Carly Haskins.  The Andover coach quickly called time out afterwards to set up their strategy for the remainder of the game.  It was buckle your seat belts time for the Skipper Nation as play resumed.   The Huskies pulled their goalie and with the additional skater attempted to tie up the game.  With 26 seconds left in the game, Diana Draayer was able to take the puck off the face off and skate it in to find the empty net.  The clock ticked down and this nail biting encounter was over.  The Skippers had won with a final score of 3-1 and a 3-to-1 shot advantage as the game shots on goal was 47-15.  The Skippers extended their winning streak 7-0 with Sydney Rossman picking up her fourth win of the season.

Thanks go out to the 10UB Black for the Varsity Team Tunnel – next up for the Skippers is the Buffalo Bison this Saturday at Pagel!

Tonka Shuts Down Eagan’s “Wolfe Pack” – 12/11/12


The last time the Skippers and the Wildcats faced each other was in the first round of the last season’s State Tournament.   Eagan came into Pagel with a 6-2 record and the strength of their scoring captain, Megan Wolfe.  The play commenced and the Skippers were successful in keeping the puck in the Wildcats zone.  It wasn’t until 6:53 left in the period did Tonka score its first goal when Laura Bowman buried the puck into the net off a well placed pass from Diana Draayer.  Many spectators were heading for the snack bar thinking the period would end with a 1-0 Skippers lead until the freshman line lit up the scoreboard.  Presley Norby, scoring her first goal of the season, gave the Skippers a 2-0 lead with the assists going to Katie McMillan and Annelise Rice.   With just a little over 30 seconds left before the intermission, the puck no sooner dropped for the face off and just like that Amy Petersen found the back of the net with passes from Diana Draayer and Hannah Behounek.   After creating a Team Tunnel for the 8U “future” Skippers, Tonka headed to the locker room with a 3-0 lead on the board and 14-7 advantage for shots on goal.  

The second period started like the last one had ended; Tonka scored quickly.  With just 14 seconds off the clock, Laura Bowman again would put the puck into the net off passes from Amy Petersen and Diana Draayer.  Eagan, however, turned up their play and kept Hannah Ehresmann in goal busier than the last period.  The Wildcats were evening out the shot count and it looked like the clock would wind down with the Skippers scoring just one goal this period.  However, a Wildcat penalty near the end of the second period sent out Tonka’s power play unit.  Swift passes from Amy Petersen and Sidney Morin put the puck right on the tape of Sydney Baldwin who fired a shot from the right side slot.  Another goal with seconds left in the period gave the Skippers a 5-0 lead.  The shot count had evened out with 11 for each team. 

Play convened again, and with similar fashion to the second period, the Skippers scored quickly in the third.  At 15:40 on the clock, it was Hannah Behounek’s pass that found her linemate Kelsey Crow’s tape to one-time the puck past the goalie.  In spite of the score, Eagan was still playing very determined and at 12:17, Megan Wolfe scored a goal for the Wildcats with assists going to Shelby Williams and Brooke Madsen.  Tonka’s scoring streak was not extinguished after this, and the Skippers came right back with a goal from Amy Petersen from the combination passes of Laura Bowman and Diana Draayer.   Goals continued to come in bunches as Maggie Bazany, off a pass from Holly Korn, found the back of the net just 22 seconds later.  The Skippers lead was now 8-1 but it wouldn’t stay that way.  The Wildcats were called for a penalty and the power play unit took to the ice.  At 7:45 left in the game, Hannah Behounek scored Tonka’s final goal of the game with assists going to Presley Norby and Diana Draayer.   The Skippers had scored 9 goals from 7 different players and Diana Draayer had tallied 5 assists!  Hannah Ehresmann, the newly committed Penn State Nittany Lion, picks up her third win of the season.  

Special thanks to the 10UB Blue girls for making the Varsity Team Tunnel and the 8U White team for an enjoyable intermission game!  Next up for the Skippers is the Andover Huskies at Pagel on Thursday!

Tonka JV Tames the Wildcats – 12/11/12


After a seemingly sleepy start, and after spotting the Eagan Wildcats an early goal, the Skippers woke up and earned a convincing 6 - 1. victory.  

In the first period, Tonka fell behind about five minutes in and trailed 1 - 0. It looked like Eagan came to play. The 'Cats brought a physical game that seemed to catch the Skippers off guard. After getting their wake up call, it wasn't long before the game was tied when Sarah Manning scored the first Tonka goal of the night. 

In the second period, Minnetonka turned up the heat on the Wildcats and put in 4 goals. Jesse Kantor scored unassisted as she came off the bench as the 6th skater during a delayed Eagan penalty.  Sara Holmgren put the biscuit in twice and Rylie McDonell added one to make it 5 - 1.  Minnetonka clicked more and more as the period wore on. For most of the second, just about all of the action was in the Eagan zone. 

The Wildcats tried to bring new energy into the third period and the game seemed a bit more even.  However, another goal by McDonell and the "2" line sealed the deal. Overall it was a good team effort with goals and assists coming from ten different players. Manning, Kantor, Holmgren and McDonelll provided the goals with assists coming from Rice, Ferguson, Rogers, O'Brien, Gagnon and Krueger. McKenzie Paap played solid in net and kept Egan scoreless throughout most of the game, only giving up an early goal in the first.  

The Blue Army Takes that Hill-Murray – 12/8/12


With the Championship Banners being raised, the Tonka “Blue Army” came onto the ice to do battle in its first home game of the season.  Facing them across the combat zone were the Pioneers of Hill Murray.   The front lines were drawn as the puck dropped and play began.  The pace of the game was very fast and defense would be the key in breaking down scoring attempts by either legion.  The officials were taking prisoners and with less than two minutes left in the period; Tonka was called for two infractions.  The Skippers sent out their soldiers to oppose a 5-3 advantage for the Pioneers.  Although Hill Murray had displayed strong passing plays, their attempts to score were foiled. The buzzer went off and the Skippers withdrew to the locker room.  The score was 0-0 and although the Skippers had a shot on goal advantage of 9-7, they would face the remaining time on the 5-3 of twenty-eight seconds and a little over three minutes of the 5-4.

Prior to the beginning of the 2nd period and after listening to their General Staff of Coaches, the Skippers participated in the Banner Raising ceremony for the 2012 MYHA 14UA team.  The detachment of players returned to the ice and obstructed all attempts of their opponent to benefit on the man advantage.  With the two minute penalty expired at 16:06, Amy Petersen shot over the wall like a cannon and onto the field of play.  Laura Bowman and Sydney Baldwin spotted her behind enemy lines and with combined passes; Amy was alone with the goalie.  The Skippers had scored on the penalty kill!  Less than four minutes later Petersen and Baldwin would connect again with Petersen successfully charging on the Pioneer goalie, scoring another goal at 12:15 left in the period.   Tonka again would go back on the offensive sending out their power play unit however Hill Murray stood strong and protected their soil.  However, at 8:58 on the clock, Sydney Baldwin would again find one of her commanders with a swift pass.  This time it was Laura Bowman who struck for Tonka, and the lead was now 3-0.   Baldwin had garnered a “playmaker” for this engagement but the crowd knew she had more passes within her.  With 6:36 left in the second period, Baldwin and Bowman again would connect with Petersen.  Tonka now had a 4-0 advantage and Amy Petersen had captured her 3rd Hat trick in 5 games!  The clock wound down and the Blue Army had taken the lead in both the score and shots on goal (14-7).  Both teams retreated to their base camps and awaited the third period.

The third period began and it was similar to the first; a back and forth struggle to gain ground in each other’s crease.  Hill Murray may have seemed wounded in the second period, but it was evident they were not going to give up the fight.  There were several melees in front of nets but neither team was able to light up the scoreboard.  Tonka again would face a long penalty kill as the Blue Army was assessed another five minute violation with a little over eight minutes left in the game.  As the Pioneers continued to battle in the Tonka trenches, Sydney Rossman stood strong refusing to give up any ground.  The penalty expired, the last three minutes of the game wound down, the conflict was over, and the Skippers had seized another victory.   Rossman secured her first shut out of the season and her third win.

Many thanks go out to Paul Rosen and the Minnetonka Pep Band for making the Banner Raising Ceremony a great occasion.  Thanks also go out to Sam Rogers and Keith Paap for capturing some amazing photos of the game.  Next up for the Skippers is the Eagan Wildcats on December 11th at Pagel!

Tonka JV Girls Look Sharp in Victory Over Hill Murray – 12/8/12


Playing perhaps their crispest game of the season so far, the Minnetonka JV girls beat a good skating Hill Murray Pioneers squad 5-1 on Saturday afternoon. All facets of their game- -offense, defense, and goaltending looked strong for the Skippers in victory.

In the first period the Pioneers, despite having to kill off a five minute major penalty when Michaela Rothstein was checked from behind into the boards, actually enjoyed a bit of a territorial edge. If not for the play of goaltender Sarah Jewett the Skippers might have found themselves trailing early. But Jewett made some excellent saves from close range to hold the Pioneers at bay, and the period ended in a scoreless tie.

The game remained scoreless until 7:05 of the second period when Rothstein exacted a little revenge for her first period brush with the boards by burying a shot from the slot on a pass from Shea Lindsay. Three minutes later Christine Gagnon scored off a scramble in the crease and the Skippers took a 2-0 lead. But Hill Murray scored on a power play at 13:06 to cut the lead in half, and the score remained that way until less than a minute remained in the period when Sarah Rogers scored a power play goal of her own, sending the Skippers to the locker room with a 3-1 advantage. Minnetonka outshot the Pioneers 13-11 in the period, with both goalies keeping their teams in the game with key saves.

In the third, Tonka clearly outplayed the Pioneers, outshooting them 11-3 for the period, while scoring goals early (McKenzie Hoerauf) and late (Sarah Manning) to make the final score 5-1 Minnetonka.

Throughout the game the Skippers passed the puck well and skated hard on both ends of the ice. All of their lines contributed to the victory against a solid opponent. This bodes well for the team as they begin to enter the busiest part of their schedule in the coming weeks.

Even Through Fog, the Skippers See Stars! – 12/1/12


The Skippers were back on the road again traveling north to face the Duluth Stars on a foggy Saturday night.  The team used this trip as a bonding opportunity and some fierce laser tag competition was the pre-amble before their game.    It had been a week since the Skippers last played a game so they seemed a little less ionized than previous outings.  However, Tonka found their cosmos and at 9:16 on the clock a stellar shot by Sidney Morin hit the pipe, bounced off of Laura Bowman and on the stick of Holly Korn who scored the first goal on a power play for Tonka.    With just a little over a minute of play Tonka struck again, this time it was Amy Petersen off a pass from Laura Bowman.   Duluth’s goalie Megan Hansen made some incredible saves again and again keeping the score narrower than the shots on goal.  The Skippers were able to draw an additional penalty in the first period and the power play unit hit the ice.  At 6:48 left in the period, Hannah Behounek took an astronomical shot which passed by the goalie’s hip to score her first goal of the season unassisted.  The clock wound down and at the end of the period Skippers had a 3-0 lead and a shot count of 26-2. 

The second period of the game started the way the first had ended.  The Skippers came out strong and at 15:36 still on the clock, Laura Bowman illuminated the fan base with another Tonka goal.  The set up to the goal was the usual suspects of Diana Draayer and Amy Petersen.  Play went back and forth and the Stars were called for another penalty.  This power play unit again proved successful with Maggie Bazany radiating near the back door and tipped in the puck off an on net pass from Kelsey Crow.   Tonka wasn’t through increasing their lead and another goal from Holly Korn was the addition.  The assists were the work of Kelsey Crow and Emma Krueger.  The second period came to a close with the Skippers lead widening to 6-0 and a shot count of 15-3.

During the third period, the Skippers changed the pace of the game.  Slowing things down a bit as running-time ticked away the minutes, Tonka displayed hockey sense in creating opportunities for pass plays.  There was a brief stop of the game to assist an injured Duluth player who thankfully was able to leave the ice with a little bit of help from a teammate.  Play resumed and at 5:46 and Amy Petersen scored the team’s next goal building off sparkling pass plays from Diana Draayer and Laura Bowman.   As the game concluded, stars aligned once again, as Amy “Supernova” Petersen put the puck on net for the final goal and garnered her second hat trick of the season.  Diana Draayer got her first “playmaker” of the season and the second assist went to Sidney Morin.  With Hannah Ehresmann created her own constellation in front of the Skipper goal in her first shutout of the season, the final buzzer rang and the Skippers had won 8-0 with a final shot count of 58-7. 

Many thanks go out to Keith Paap for his wonderful photos of the game!  Next up for the Skipper Nation… first home game of the season vs. Hill Murray on Saturday, December 8. 

Northern Exposure Suits Minnetonka JV Girls Well – 12/1/12


Making their second trip up north during the past couple of weeks, the Tonka JV girls once again found the Northern climes to their liking. Their game against the Duluth Northern Stars can be summed up in one sentence:  The Skippers were very, very hot; the rink was very, very cold. While parents and fans braved the chilly arena temperature, the JV girls heated up the ice with a 13-2 shellacking of the Northern Stars. From the time that Mackenzie Hoerauf scored an unassisted goal only two minutes into the game until the final buzzer, the Skippers were firmly in control. 

The period-by-period shots on goal totals told the story well: Minnetonka outshot Duluth 22-1 in the first period; 17-6 in the second; and 12-3 in the third for a three period advantage of 51 shots to 10. And while goaltenders Sara Jewett (1st period in goal) and Mackenize Papp (2nd and 3rd periods in goal) didn’t have a lot of work on the day, they did make some fine saves when called upon.

As for the Skippers’ offense, it was definitely a day to pad the statistics. By game’s end, every Tonka forward had scored at least one point, led by Christine Gagnon’s six points (2 goals, 4 assists) and Rylie McDonell’s hat trick and five total points. The pickings were so good for the Skippers that Emma Krueger, Annelise Rice, and Michaela Rothstein managed to score 2, 2, and 3 points respectively in the first period alone, and then they departed to get ready for the Varsity game that followed. Other forwards to have big days included Sarah Rogers (2 goals, 2 assists), and Shea Lindsay and Hoerauf, who each scored two goals. Addy Ferguson, who split time between forward and defense had two assists, and defenseman Jessie Kanter chipped in with two assists as well.

Overall a great day and a successful road trip for the JV Skippers. While the JV girls can’t expect this sort of firepower in every game, their victory on Saturday demonstrated that the Skippers can get scoring from up and down the line-up, which should serve them well as the season rolls along.  

All Is Fair in Love and War-road – 11/17/12


After their successful play in the previous night’s game, Minnetonka was set to play against the other #1 ranked team in the State.    Within the history of the Gardens Arena, the puck dropped for the first period and the game was on.  The talent of both teams was evident as the play went back and forth end to end with the Warriors getting the first shot on net.  At the 13:12 mark the Skippers struck first with Laura Bowman scoring the go ahead goal off the combination of “it it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” line-mate passes from Amy Petersen and Diana Draayer.  The refs were not as busy as the night before as the play of the game was fast and clean.  Spectators could tell this game was going to be one of skill as both teams were more interested in hitting the net than hitting each other.  Quick line changes by all the players were definitely a key element to stop any advantage.   The clock wound down to the end of the first period and the Skippers had the lead 1-0 and a shot count advantage of 12-5.

The second period found the Warriors more determined to shoot on Tonka’s goalie.  The Skippers seemed a little out of sorts as Warroad worked very hard to keep the puck in the red zone.  Tonka was forced to ice the puck a few times just to garner a line change.  Several key saves by Sydney Rossman kept the Tonka lead safe through the period; however, when the buzzer went off, the Skippers had been out shot for the first time this season 3-9.  

The final 17 minutes of the game began again with quick play back and forth between the teams, each looking for the opportunity to light up the goalie.  Minnetonka was called for a penalty and shortly afterwards Warroad had the same fate.  The game resumed with 4-on-4 play.  At 8:13 Lisa Marvin, off a pass Kim Schaible, skated around the Skippers to score a back handed roof goal.   The Warriors had tied the game with approximately 11 minutes of playing time left.  As the Warriors continued to pressure the break out passes, Laura Bowman tucked herself behind Warroad’s two defenders on the opposite blue line.  Kelsey Crow spotted her captain behind enemy lines and got her the puck.  Laura skated in and scored the game winner at 5:10 left in the period.  Warroad made several attempts to tie the game pulling their goalie on two occasions but Tonka prevailed in locking up the win.   As parents, family, and friends made their way to the cars and the team to their bus, it was a long ride home. But with two victories secured, and the holiday coming up on Thursday, the Skippers were truly “thankful.”

Next up for the teams is Duluth Northern Stars and the trek up I-35.

Tonka Takes Away the Rams’ “Ro-Jeau” – 11/16/12


Minnetonka traveled way up North last weekend for their annual Roseau/Warroad series.  After a long morning on the bus, hotel check in and a quick pregame meal, the Skippers charged up their batteries to take on the Roseau Rams.  Last year’s game was a nail biter going into overtime, so the team took this matchup very seriously.  At 9:10, Sydney Baldwin was called for body checking and the Rams went on the power play.  Roseau displayed self-confidence as they executed on the one-man advantage when Bailey Holter fired a shot from the face off with Bethany Tangen getting credit for the assist.   Down one goal, the Skippers quickly regrouped and within 25 seconds, Tonka retaliated with a goal from Amy Petersen, assist to Kelsey Crow.   Play continued for only one minute, and then Katie McMillian put one in the net scoring her first high school goal with assists to Michaela Rothstein, and Sidney Morin.   The clock began to wind down for the first period but the action didn’t, with about a minute left, Katlyn Byfuglien was called for roughing and the Skippers went on the power play.  With the “back of the net” mojo working for the Skippers so far, Holly Korn put up another goal for Tonka before the end of the period with assists from Amy Petersen and Sidney Morin.  The whistle blew and the Skippers skated off the ice with a 3-1 lead and a shot count of 14-5.

Penalties were somewhat the theme of the next 17 minutes as both teams kept the officials a little busy.  Starting off Sydney Baldwin was called for body checking and the penalty kill unit came onto the ice.   Tonka was successful in stopping the odd man advantage and even strength play resumed but the score wouldn’t last for long.  At 10:53, Amy Petersen lit up the scoreboard once again by scoring her second goal of the night with assists from her line mates, Diana Draayer and Laura Bowman.  However at 9:25, Tonka’s D-Core would be called again for a penalty as Hannah Behounek was called for interference.  The penalty kill unit denied Roseau’s attempts to get behind Hannah Ehresmann and light the red lamp.   The Rams picked up another penalty with a Ram player being guilty of a hook.  Both power play units participated in the two minute advantage but didn’t materialize another goal.  Laura Bowman picked up a penalty at 3:46.  This time, Roseau’s Gracie Olson scored a back door goal with assists from Bailey Holter and Bethany Tangen.  A two goal differential was a little close for the Skippers and to insure a greater distance in the score, Amy Petersen picked up her first season “hat trick” off a pass from Sidney Morin.  The period ended shortly afterwards and the Skippers went into the locker room with a 5-2 lead and two period shot count of 28-10.

The Skippers continued to get their groove on in the third period, as Laura Bowman scored at 13:30 with an assist to Amy Petersen.  The dynamic duo would find each other again seven minutes later.  Laura Bowman scored her second goal of the night and with the assist Amy Petersen gained a “playmaker” as well. Minnetonka would be called for too many men on the ice in a line change and again Roseau’s power play unit would find the net.  This time it would be Bethany Tangen with passes from Bailey Holter and Gracie Olson.  The Rams would be assessed two more penalties in the period but neither team would score.  Hannah Ehresmann picks up her first win of the season in net with a final of 7-3 and 12 saves.

Northern Trip a Mixed Bag for Tonka JV – 11/16/12-11/17/12


The Minnetonka Girls JV Hockey team traveled North this past weekend with the varsity to do battle with two of Minnesota’s most storied high school teams, the Roseau Rams and the Warroad Warriors. The seven hour bus ride and two day trip gave the teams a chance to bond, have some fun, and play a couple of spirited hockey games against two of the state’s top rated squads. Overall, the trip proved to be a mixed bag for the JV team; a couple of lows and a lot of highs on their way to a one win, one loss weekend. 

On Friday evening, the Tonka JV played the first period of the game against Roseau like a squad fresh off a seven hour bus ride. The team looked sluggish out of the gate, and before the period ended they found themselves trailing the Rams by a 4-1 score. The lone bright spot in the period was the first high school goal for sophomore Halle Rettler just four minutes into the game. Rettler’s goal took a bit of the sting out of an otherwise lackluster period, during which the Skippers were outshot 15-5. Sophomore Mackenzie Paap, in her JV debut, saw shots fired at her from a variety of angles, and her efforts were not enough to keep Tonka from falling into a deep hole by period’s end.

The Skippers seemed to get their legs back in the second period, and they notched the period’s only goal on a power play at 4:13 of the period. Sophomore Sarah Rogers notched the first of her two goals on the evening (and the first two goals of her high school career) to draw Tonka within two, and by period’s end a comeback seemed within reach.

At the start of the third period, however, Shea Lindsey and Christine Gagnon were whistled for penalties a minute apart, and the Skippers had to play two men short for over a minute. They almost completed the task successfully, but Roseau scored on a wrap-around goal under Paap’s stick just as one of penalties was ending, putting the Skippers behind by three with 14 minutes left. Minnetonka played determined hockey for the rest of the period, outshooting Roseau and drawing within two on Rogers second goal with 5:11 to play. They pulled the goaltender with 90 seconds left in an effort to draw closer but their rally came up short, and they lost by a final score of 5-3. If there were any moral victories to take away from the loss, it was the way that the Skippers played over the final two periods, erasing a 15-5 shot disadvantage after one period and ultimately outshooting Roseau 20-7 over the rest of the game. But moral victories are sometimes hollow, and the Skippers left the rink on Friday night with their first loss of the season.   

The Saturday afternoon game against Warroad started off in much the same fashion as the Friday evening affair. The Skippers found themselves in a 4-1 hole at the end of one period, their lone goal coming off the stick of Christine Gagnon at the 9:15 mark of the period. The Warriors looked quicker than the Skippers, and the chances for a comeback looked dim.

But the Skippers are a resilient bunch, and they were determined to write a different script than the one authored on Friday evening. The comeback began at 13:30 of the second period when defenseman Jessie Kanter took the puck at her own goal line, sped through center ice and into the Warroad zone, deked the goaltender and beat her with a snap shot to the stick side. Seemingly re-energized, the Skippers picked up the pace, and a nice tip in goal by Sara Holmgren at 10:05 of the period drew Tonka within one. 

The third period started with Minnetonka down 4-3, and the score remained that way for the first ten minutes of the period until sophomore Rylie McDonell tied it off of a scramble in front of the Warroad net. By now the Skippers were smelling victory, and when junior Emma Krueger scored with 5:40 left in the game, the comeback was complete. Sarah Jewett held the fort in goal for the final five minutes, and Tonka walked away with a hard-fought 5-4 win.

The comeback took some of the bite out of Friday’s loss, and served notice that the Tonka JV girls will fight till the end of every game. They drove home from Warroad with a 2-1 season record, and a lot of good feelings after a gritty comeback.

Tonka “Polishes” Apple Valley – 11/13/12


With a bushel of talented players, the Skippers traveled down to take on the Eagles of Apple Valley.  The introductions began with echoes of the final game from last season: Sydney... Sidney...Sydney... and the rest of the Minnetonka squad.   In front of a large student crowd for the Eagles, the puck dropped and the start of the 2012-2013 season was on.  At 11:37 Laura Bowman scored Tonka’s first goal with an assist from linemate Amy Petersen and Sydney Baldwin.   The pace was brisk and the Skippers drew a penalty from Apple Valley’s Erica Power.  The power play unit came onto the ice and proved to be fruitful as Sydney Baldwin found the back of the net with assists going to Amy Petersen and Sidney Morin.   With 4:39 left in the first period, tradition held true as Maggie Bazany was called for interference and earned Tonka’s first penalty of the season.  The penalty kill players denied Apple Valley any clear opportunities on net and the first period ended with Tonka having a 2-0 lead,  The Skippers also outshot the Eagles 11 to 2.

The second period began with some aggressive back and forth play until Maggie Bazany scored at 10:40 on the clock; assists going to Holly Korn and Sydney Baldwin.   To the dismay of the crowd, the Skippers again drew a penalty as Emily Everson was called for tripping.  Heads up goal tending by the Eagles’ Hailey Simpson spoiled Tonka’s attempts to garner another power play score.  However, at 3:47 Sydney Baldwin scored the second goal of the period with assists from Sidney Morin and Amy Petersen.  This assist earned Amy a “playmaker” for this game.    With the Zamboni coming onto the ice, the Skippers headed to the locker room with a 4-0 lead and shots on goal being 18-6 for the period.

As play commenced for the final period, Hannah Behounek was called for tripping in thwarting a breakaway opportunity for the Eagles.  Just little over a minute later, the Eagles were called for too many men and the teams went even strength.  Both penalties were completed and the play went back and forth until 7:20, the Eagles branched out and scored their only goal of the game.   Jordyn Haupert got the goal with an assist to Emily Everson.   The Skippers, however, would reciprocate less than two minutes later with Sydney Baldwin firing a shot that even William Tell would envy.   The Eagles would be called for another penalty as Jennifer Thomsen was called for checking with 2:47 left in the game.   Although the power play did not generate a goal, the Skippers trip to the orchard produced them their first victory of the season with a final score of 5-1 and total game shot count of 42-13.

JV Girls Start Strong
 
Displaying strength in all phases of the game, the Minnetonka JV Girls opened the 2012-2013 campaign with a 6-0 whitewashing of the Apple Valley JV on Tuesday evening. Despite a huge territorial advantage and an early 11-2 Tonka edge in shots on goal, the game remained scoreless until 14:45 of the first period when Sarah Manning stole the puck at center ice, went in alone on a breakaway and scored the first Skipper goal of the season with a nifty deke and backhand shot to the goalie's glove side.  The goal sent Tonka into the first intermission with a 1-0 lead, and seemed to set the tone for the rest of the evening.
 
The Skippers wasted little time padding their lead when Emma Krueger scored a shorthanded goal at 3:25 of the second period. Manning notched her second goal later in the period, and when Shea Lindsay scored from the slot on a nice feed from Manning from behind the net the outcome of the game was not in doubt.
 
Third period tallies by Lindsay and Krueger finished out the scoring, and sent the Skippers home with a satisfying 6-0 victory. Strong play by Sarah Jewett in the net and the entire defense corps helped to keep Apple Valley off the scoreboard all evening, a feat they hope to replicate many times this season.
 
The Skippers travel up North to play games against Roseau and Warroad this weekend, looking to build on the early season momentum generated by the Apple Valley victory. 

Skippers Begin Season In The Crosshairs – Preseason Outlook 2012


[bookmark: _GoBack]For the second year in a row, the Minnetonka Skippers will begin their season with a state championship under their belt, the number one spot in the preseason rankings and an oversized target on their backs. So it’s understandable that this year’s captains sound like they are repeating themselves when asked what they are expecting from the coming season. Senior Captains Laura Bowman, Sidney Morin, Amy Petersen and Sydney Rossman shared their comments in a preseason roundtable.

In spite of the program’s recent success and early expectations from the outside world, the Skipper captains aren’t planning on coasting their way through the year. “It’s a new season,” said Bowman. “We will have to prove ourselves because we haven’t earned anything yet.” Petersen believes that being a target for other teams means “we will have to work that much harder at practices and in games and constantly work to improve.” Rossman concurred, “We have to go into the season with a completely clean slate… we’re not guaranteed anything.”

While there are no guarantees, the Skippers are returning an enviable roster of talent. All four captains, plus senior Hannah Behounek will be signing Division 1 Letters of Intent on November 14. Bowman and Petersen are heading to Penn State, Morin to UMD, Rossman to Quinnipiac, and Behounek to Renssalaer Polytechnic Institute.

Beyond that, the team only graduated a handful of seniors from last year’s team. Morin is “looking forward to the chemistry the team has both on and off the ice.”

Knowing that every team they face will be gunning for them, the Skippers are prepared for hard work and a long season ahead. And they should know… after all, they’ve been in this position before.

Minnetonka opens the season with a road game on Tuesday, November 13 at Apple Valley. Watch for updates here, or follow the team on Twitter @tonkahockeygirl.



