SDAHA SPRING MEETING
APRIL 5TH, 2014

CROSSROADS EVENT CENTER

HURON, SD

Meeting was called to order at 9am by SDAHA President Dan French.  Welcome, attendance and introductions were completed.  In attendance were:  Voting delegates/board members:  Gary DeYoung, Treasurer SDAHA, Lesley Farmen, (Aberdeen), Mark Arndt (Sioux Falls), Bryan Schoenfelder (Yankton), Dave Tronnes (Mitchell), Jack Rasmussen (Watertown), Mike Hunter (Huron), Tony Lief (Oahe), Sean O’Connor (Rushmore), Todd Stratmoen (Brookings), Jeff Koops (Sioux Center).  Non-voting:  Dan French (President SDAHA), Maxine Tronnes (SDAHA Exe. Asst), Bruce Palmer (representing SDAHA RIC), Mark Sjoberg (Watertown), Ron Dobesh (SDAHA NGIN/Website), Cherry Hunter (Sioux Falls), Scott Riddle(National Teams), Dave Mannes (National Teams), Heath Larson (Yankton), Steve Jorgensen (SDAHA Growth and Retention), Tom Hitchcock (SDAHA Past President/ Nominating Committee), Gerry Rounds (Brookings).
Absent:  Voting:  Randy Honkomp (SDAHA VP/Discipline), Rhonda Schenkel (SDAHA Secretary).  Non-Voting:  Annette Stensgaard (SDAHA Registrar), Dawn Magee (SDAHA Risk Manager), Doug Sorensen (SDAHA RIC), Steve Salwei (SDAHA CIC), Kevin Miley (SDAHA Website), Jodi Sterrett (SDAHA Officials Scheduler), Paul Bachand (Girls Development), Rob Kittay (Boys Varsity Coaches/Boys Development).
Voting Delegates were counted, with a total of eleven out of thirteen in attendance, which determined a quorum.  

The agenda was discussed.  Additions to the agenda included approval of the minutes from the electronic meetings January 7th and February 8th 2014.  Another addition added “Growth and Retention”, Steve Jorgensen, SDAHA Representative reporting.  There were also several items that had been part of proposals or discussed in recent meetings.  Per by-law rule # 7.3, Agenda Item, either a 2/3 majority or a unanimous vote was necessary to add them to the agenda.  Proposal #5 has three aspects, some of which were not included previously.  Motion to approve agenda was made by Mark Arndt, Sioux Falls.  Second was made by Sean O’Connor, Rushmore.  Agenda approved (unanimous)
Motion to approve fall minutes was made by Gary DeYoung.  Second was made by Dave Tronnes (Mitchell).  Minutes approved
From January 8, 2014 and February 7, 2014, there were electronic meetings minutes.  Motion to approve electronic minutes was made by Gary DeYoung, second was made Sean O’Connor, Rushmore.  Electronic meeting minutes approved
Treasurers Report:  Gary DeYoung reviewed the first page of the treasurer’s report and stated following pages were supporting documents.  (see attached)  There was some discussion re unclaimed players, and it was stated that these players are still paying the $5.00 fee to SDAHA each season.  These players are not on a state roster, or may play in men’s league, etc.  Todd Stratmoen questioned league team count numbers for Brookings and this will be reviewed and adjusted before next assessments sent out.  Other items discussed were using available funds to help coaches achieve level 4’s and how to help grow the coaches funds, and the large balance in the official’s fund.  This fund can be used at discretion of RIC, with consultation with SDAHA president and some ideas on how to use it were discussed.  Dan mentioned the RIC has a referee’s clinic/camp planned in Brookings for this summer that will use some of the funds.  A motion to approve treasurer’s report, with the adjustment to be made regarding Brookings, was made by Tony Lief, Oahe.  Second by Mark Arndt, Sioux Falls.  More discussion was held on increase/decrease in South Dakota state fees and using funds available.  Treasurer’s Report Approved
Registrars Report:  Annette Stensgaard is absent from meeting.  Information attached (USA Hockey registrars report) shows player/association registration numbers and growth.  South Dakota had a good year, but not great.  We are doing better than many other areas in growth and retention.  Emphasis is being put on the age 8 and under group.  Not included in the South Dakota report are Sioux Center’s numbers:  133 registered players.  Steve Jorgensen is the new “Growth and Retention” coordinator for South Dakota.  Dave Tronnes is the “Growth and Retention” representative for the Northern Plains District.  There was some discussion regarding the registrar’s position.  Dan will discuss with Todd Porter, NPD Registrar.  

Risk Manager Report:  Dawn Magee is absent from meeting.  She sent in a report (see attached), with emphasis on using USA Hockey to do our background checks in the future.  We will be required to do 100% background checks next year, with all new persons getting a background check every year.   After that, background checks are required every other year for returning people.  The costs of having USA Hockey do the checks, plus their ability to use more resources was discussed.  Dan strongly recommends we go with their program.  There was discussion on how registration of coaches and background checks would be handled in the future.  Questions were raised regarding whether we would still be doing our own screening if we use USA Hockey.  Dan said he would get more information and clarification and get more information out to everyone this summer.  Safe-sport policies need to be adopted and implemented. There was also discussion on rink security enforcing zero tolerance. Dawn requests that SDAHA personnel take action if they see something that needs to be addressed regarding zero tolerance.  There was discussion on phone/ electronic devices in locker rooms and how to control this issue.  At some events, all cell phones are collected prior to entering locker rooms. Discussion on using common sense, locker room monitors, and how to handle this type of situation to make sure everyone is following USA and SDAHA rules.  No action taken.
Discipline Report:  Randy Honkomp absent from meeting.  See written report.  Dan briefly reviewed Randy’s report.  Most of the unsportsmanlike misconducts for the coach’s game misconducts were the younger level coaches.  This is something to look at by the locals.  There was some discussion on how rule changes affected number of game misconducts. Also discussion on using website and putting names of persons getting game misconducts on website. Brief discussion on the number of game misconducts; Dan stated it was an average amount for a season.  Dan also discussed the coaches meetings at the Girls Varsity and Boys Varsity state tournaments and how the coaches felt about 3 penalty rule and effect on game misconducts.  There will be a proposal coming later in meeting regarding this rule.  
Officials Report:  Doug Sorensen, RIC and Jodi Sterrett, Officials scheduler both absent.  Bruce Palmer was in attendance representing officials.  Regarding scheduling, all games except one covered with a few last minute changes needed.  There were fewer problems this season, and there are new people coming up through the ranks to help grow the numbers of officials at level 3.  South Dakota needs to really work on recruiting new officials.  Discussion held on the need to respond and give feedback to associations in some way when complaints are made regarding an official.  Bruce said they plan to work on criteria on handling situations and problems this summer.  Additional discussion was held on legal helmets and abuse of officials.  Some ideas were discussed regarding retention of officials and how to handle abuse of officials.  No action was taken.
Coaching Report:  Steve Salwei was absent from meeting.  See attached report and information about level 4 clinics planned for this fall in Sioux Falls.  Some discussion was held on helping coaches financially to attend the level 4 CEP classes.  It was tabled until the fall meeting.
Boys Varsity Coaches:  Rob Kittay was absent.  See report attached.  Discussions held on attendance/certification for teams at the USA High School tournaments, BJV issues, etc. which were mentioned in his report.  Dan talked about the problems over the years regarding the integrity of the JV programs.  Locals passed the rules, and they need to address these issues.  Also discussed were the awards ceremonies and varsity state tournament.  They discussed the rule regarding 3 day tournaments vs 4 day state tournaments and tax rules.  
At this time, Mike Hunter of Huron asked about the legality of moving his players who had to play varsity this season back down to bantams next season.  All were in agreement that the move up was for this season only, and the circumstances that Huron had this season (no bantam team) created the situation.  Therefore, the players may move back to the bantam level for next season if Huron has a bantam team.  
Also, he had some questions about the boys’ varsity state tournament awards ceremonies.  Huron attended the awards ceremony even though they had lost the play-in game.  They felt that the seeding and announcing of teams should have followed the season standings at the awards ceremonies, not the play in game results.  Therefore, they felt they should have been announced as 8th seed, not 9th seed.  This should be clarified prior to the award ceremonies next year.  

Player Development:  Rob Kittay (boys) Paul Bachand (girls) both absent.  Reports attached.  Boys South Dakota development camp information and dates were discussed. They will take registration up until the last minute. Girls Development:  They had 12 teams at the tournament in Rapid City, and also did the tryouts for NIT at the same time.  Tournament went very well in Rapid City.  They are in need of better jerseys for the girls, as the jerseys they are wearing are old and mixed with other jerseys.  Dan says he will ask Paul to research further and get more information to everyone.  Not enough girls are trying out from South Dakota for the NIT team (represents NPD), and participation is encouraged.  

National Teams:  Scott Riddle, Dave Mannes discussed buying trailers to help haul gear around.  Leasing or borrowing trailers had created some problems with insurance issues on the gear being hauled.  They were asked to bring back ideas and costs.  There was discussion on how to use trailers for additional uses if they did buy them.  In other areas, they are happy with their financial situation and it is working well.  Teams were currently playing in tournaments and are doing well.  Thanks made to Vince Foley, and Scott and Dave.
Mention was made that both of our teams at the national tournaments were in the semi-finals.
Schedulers Report:  Maxine Tronnes reporting.  This was a better season weather wise with fewer cancellations.  Thanks to the local schedulers for all their work.  Get dates they want to block off to Maxine as soon as possible.  There was discussion on how to handle the peewees.  Several proposals on the agenda later, but jamborees were discussed.  Most families liked having two games in one day, versus traveling for additional games.  Some of this type of scheduling may change if proposals change methods.  It was mentioned that they could do multiple games in one arena, such as three teams playing each other over two days.  Much discussion held on this idea with some liking it and some not, due to loss of home games and keeping track of where each team will be each season.  Team counts vary at this level annually, and that may cause problems.
Website:  Ron Dobesh submitted report (see attached).
Local Association reports:  

Aberdeen:  240 players this last season, have new locker room additions, concerned about bantam levels, they are working with the Wings to help their programs.  Plan on 2-3 peewee, 1 bantam, 1 each GJV, BJV, GV, BV.

Brandon Valley:  30 players registered last season (130% growth), played several games at the squirt/mite level, got a temporary warming house, hosted a pond hockey tournament for beginner adults, try hockey was very successful (over 60 kids), painted Zamboni, hope to continue to grow and expand season by using ice in other associations, and hope to field travel teams at squirt and mite level.  They would also like to field a peewee level league team this coming season.

Brookings:  Thank all the coordinators for getting the information in for the BV state tournament, revenue and attendance was up for the tournament, had great girls U-12 growth, held 3 try hockey for free events, replaced helmets, working on developing their ADM program.  Plan 2-3 peewee teams, 2 bantam, and 1 each BJV, GJV, BV, GV.

Huron:  Hosted BB state tournament even though we had no team and it worked out great.  They had a total of 86 players registered, struggling with league level play, but have good player retention, Girls are interested in a U-14 or U-12 level developmental team.  Have good numbers of girls at younger levels, but lose numbers in older groups.  Plan to have 1 peewee team, 1 bantam, 1 GV and 1 BV team next season.
Mitchell:  Second sheet of ice online December 1st, new locker rooms completed in new side.  Rinks are named Toshiba (North), Innovative Systems (South).  Mitchell plans to have ice through July, with some skating programs being held.  Will be doing more work on finishing flooring, etc.  Plan 2-3 peewee teams, 2 bantam, GJV, GV, BV.
Oahe:  Used the USA Hockey date for their “Try Hockey” events (worked well), they have growth in their girls programs, third year with their online survey (Survey Monkey) and it works well.  Put in a dehumidifier and new score signs with better views.  Plan 2 peewee, 2 bantam, one each BJV, GJV, GV, BV.

Rushmore:  Successful season, winning state titles including the Boys Varsity.  New rubberized flooring installed and would like to add additional locker rooms.  They currently have 344 players with 6 squirt teams possible next season.  Girl’s numbers are down, as many returned to play with younger youth groups.  Plan 3 peewees, 2 bantams, 1 each GJV, BJV, GV, BV.  Have a new president.
Sioux Center:  Did not grow in player count last year (165 flat), several try hockey sessions held in the fall and spring.  Peewee A state tournament went well.  Plan 2 peewees, 2 bantams, GJV, BJV.

Sioux Falls:  New facility coming online.  Sioux Falls will be a tenant, not owner.  There should be 3 sheets open by November.  SFIRC will remain open until sure no longer needed.  Plan to bid on BV state tournament for 2015.  SF is beginning to work with the Stampede, who will play their games at the Premier Center.  New president is Bryan Kouri.  Plan 4 peewees, 3-4 bantams, one BJV, GJV, GV, two BV.
Watertown:  Working on rink improvements with the city; Have had problems with the rink equipment, especially compressors.  Age change to USA Hockey ages smoothed out during the season, and they allowed petitions for individual players to stay at the SDAHA age level.  Their U-12 girls had 15 games.  Plan 1 peewee, 1 bantam, one each GJV, BJV, GV, BV.  Have 4 mites teams, and two squirt teams.  Had 37 girls come out for “try girl’s hockey” day.  They are working with ADM.

Yankton:  Had a turnout of 35 skaters for their “Discover Hockey” day, added heating to their building, paid off rink.  They have a coaching shortage and are struggling to find coaches.  Plan 2 peewee, 2 bantams, 1 BJV, 1 GJV.  Also have a new president.

Growth and Retention:  Steve Jorgensen, SDAHA Coordinator:  Will be working with NPD and USA Hockey on 2 & 2 programs, focusing on 8 and younger; Wants a contact person from each association to channel communication. He will be involved in free skate programs, mostly in the fall but some spring events also.    Contact information on websites (NPD and SDAHA), close to 200 kids in “try skating program” and received free jerseys from USA Hockey.  District wide “grow the game” meeting on July 11-12 at Spearfish with ADM personnel.

Presidents Report:  Dan French, SDAHA president:  Good season, a few zero tolerance issues, racial issues that were handled.  These issues were handled at the state tournament with teams and we plan a fall refresher.  State growth is good, but not national trend.  NPD also has some growth.  National program is very strong (currently two teams in semifinals), development even better.  He would like to work on officials recruitment and retention, though decline is an issue nationwide.  Financially SDAHA is in good shape, and he would like to see funding continue at varsity state tournament for receptions.  Dan would also like to see an awards ceremony for the girls’ varsity with reception similar to the boys varsity planned and agreed upon for next state tournaments.
Pro Hockey Hunt/Sam Tronnes Memorial Foundation:  Dave Tronnes:  Great hunt in 2013 and it grew.  We are looking for more corporate sponsors.  We went over the $100,000 mark in fundraising, which was a milestone.  Dates in 2014 are November 14-15 for the hunt.  We plan on-ice events in Mitchell and Huron.  He has copies of the proposals from the 4 association grant winners for those interested and a rough draft of a sponsor packet to help get donations.  Looking for input and feedback from associations on how we are using the money and possible ideas.  Had 31 applicants for scholarships this year, and gave 12 scholarships.  
DISCUSSION ITEMS
Freeze Ten Rule for GJV/GV:  Sean O’Connor, Rushmore:  Intent of rule is good, but it eliminated the 50% participation rule.  Some feel it should be included.  It was felt that some JV teams played more varsity players than they should have played.  How to track players for 50% rule was discussed, as previous efforts have not been reliable.  There was an injury exception to the 50% rule.  The SDAHA representatives did not even get the frozen player list prior to the state tournament, and had to hunt them down.  It was felt that the coaches and locals need to be responsible and ethical regarding these issues.  There was discussion regarding frozen players rule when goalies involved.  However, it was also felt that making exceptions for individual team situations would unnecessarily complicate the rule.  More discussion on how to handle the developmental JV programs, with changing age classification and changing the current tournament format mentioned.  More discussion on age levels, how using USA age levels would affect our development ages and other levels.  No action taken at this time.

Concussions:  Sean O’Connor, Rushmore:  Question arisen about possible reporting to SDAHA on concussions.  Would this help us avoid liability and medical issues?  There was discussion also on baseline test, and how other associations handle concussions, with medical clearance before allowing player to play again.  No action taken.

Recommended number of games/ADM:  Sean O’Connor, Rushmore:  ADM recommends 35-45 games per team.  Should we be increasing our game count?  Discussion held on length of seasons for other state/districts (7-8 months) versus length of SDAHA season (4 months).  Number of games seems to average out looking at that.   No action taken.

Opening ceremonies/GV:  Dan French, SDAHA President:  Would like to see the same sort of reception for the awards ceremony that was held at the boys’ varsity state tournament this year.  

PROPOSAL #1 – Oahe Association, Tony Lief 
Addition  to SDAHA Playing Rules 4-H

There was much discussion regarding team splits, and what numbers to use to determine levels. How each association has to handle splitting teams within their own association at the same level was discussed, with examples given of how some associations handle this problem.  They felt they wanted to play all the teams within their division, and that the state tournaments were too large at the divisions where there were so many teams.  Some did not like using the SDHSA memberships to determine what division each team would be in, as it was hard to measure that number for each association.  Many draw from several towns that do not have hockey, while others do not.  Using the numbers from USA Hockey registration that is issued each year was discussed, and an amendment to the proposal was made:

Amendment to proposal:  Eliminate the use of SDHSA memberships, and add the use of USA Hockey registrations numbers from previous year for peewee (11-12)/U-12 ages up to age 18 for each association.  Motion to make amendment change made by Gary DeYoung, Seconded by Mark Arndt, Sioux Falls.  Motion to add amendment using USA Hockey registration numbers PW/U-12 through age 18 and delete using SDHSA memberships – motion carried
There was then discussion about the geographical split for Sioux Falls if there are an odd number of teams.  An additional amendment was added to the proposal.

Second amendment to proposal: Add 4e. Odd team at lowest level would not have to split geographically.  Motion made by Mark Arndt, Sioux Falls, seconded by Gary DeYoung.  Motion to add amendment with B4e: Odd team at lowest level would not have to split geographically carried
Third amendment to proposal:  Exclude all varsity level teams from this proposal.  Mark Arndt, Sioux Falls motioned to add amendment, seconded by Todd Stratmoen, Brookings.  Motion to add third amendment stating varsity level teams are excluded carried
There was more discussion regarding how this affects challenging players to push themselves if they are always at the lower level and then must play at the upper levels.  Suggestions included the possibility of associations petitioning to play up a level to help solve this problem.

FINAL PROPOSAL FOR ADDITION TO 4-H BELOW WITH AMENDMENTS AND CHANGES

Motion to pass proposal #1 with changes previously approved made by Sean O’Connor, Rushmore, seconded by Dave Tronnes, Mitchell.  Motion carried
CURRENT RULE

A. Criteria listed below will be used to determine at what level each association should be playing their teams each season, unless petitions to play at lower levels are made to the SDAHA Board of Directors.
Petitions to the Board of Directors to play teams at a lower level than listed in criteria below must be made before August 15th for Varsity levels and decided before September 1st of each year for varsity levels (this includes all jr. varsity levels).  Petitions regarding all other level teams must be made before September 15th and decided before October 1st of each year.  Reasons for petitions may include low registration numbers and skill levels/ages of involved players.  

NEW SDAHA ASSOCIATION MEMBERS WILL BE REVIEWED REGARDING THEIR SKILL LEVELS.  THOSE THAT ARE DETERMINED TO BE AT LEVEL BELOW THE SDAHA SKILL LEVELS MAY PETITION TO PLAY ANY TEAMS AT LOWER LEVELS ONLY FOR A MAXIMUM OF THEIR FIRST 5 YEARS AS MEMBERS OF SDAHA. After 5 years, or earlier if the SDAHA Board determines it is necessary, each level must be petitioned and determined individually.

If less than 21 teams in the division, and for Jr. Varsity and Varsity divisions, unless a petition has been made by an association and decided upon by the SDAHA Board of Directors prior to the listed deadlines, the following criteria shall be used:

·  When an association has one team at any one age group, that team shall be determined to play at the A or Varsity levels.  

·  When an association has two teams at any one age group, the second team may play at either the A or varsity level, or at the B or Jr. Varsity level.

·  When an association has three teams at any one age group, two teams shall play at the A or Varsity level and one may play at the B or Jr. Varsity level.  **

·  When an association has four teams at any one age group, two teams shall play at the A or Varsity levels, and two may play at the B or Jr. Varsity levels.  **

· When an association has more than four teams, the determination of levels of these additional teams may be determined by the local association and the SDAHA Board.

**Associations may always petition to play one team at the A level and other teams at the B level, but it must be approved by the SDAHA Board of Directors. (4/13)
PROPOSED/APPROVED ADDITION TO CURRENT RULE:  
If there more than 20 teams in the peewee and/or bantam leagues, they shall be divided into 3 Divisions (A, B and C).  If there are less than 21 teams at a division level and for all Jr. Varsity and Varsity teams, the previous approved 2013 rule shall be used.  All previously approved date deadlines shall still apply to all levels.
 

A. Numbers of teams in each Division     

1.       One-third of the teams (rounding down) shall be in an A Division as described in League Assignment Criteria.

2.       One-third of the teams (rounding up) shall be in a C Division as described in League Assignment Criteria.

3.       All remaining teams shall be in a B Division.

 

B. League Division Assignment Criteria

1. Associations with 3 teams shall have one team in each division.

2. Established Associations with 1 team shall be assigned to the A or B Division using Rule 4a.

3. Developing Associations with 1 team shall play in the C Division.

4. Associations with 2 teams shall be divided by ordering established associations by South Dakota High School Activities Association Average Daily Memberships.  Determination of the division each association will play in will be determined by association membership, using the USA Hockey registration report for peewee ages/12 and under through age 18 from the previous year’s registrar’s report.  Total Sioux Falls enrollments membership numbers shall be divided in half for SF West and SF East.

a) One team from associations with the largest enrollment membership numbers, second largest enrollment membership numbers, third largest enrollment membership numbers and so on shall be added to the teams from Rule B1 in the A Division until Rule A1 is met.

b) One team from each association with “developing” programs shall be placed in the C Division.

c) One team from associations with the smallest enrollment membership number, second smallest enrollment membership number, third smallest enrollment  membership number and so on shall be added to teams from Rule B1 and B3 in the C Division until Rule A2 is met.

d) All remaining teams shall be added to teams from B1 to comprise the B Division.
e) Odd team at lowest level would not have to split geographically.

 

C. Associations may ONLY petition to move a team up from Division C to B or from Division B to A.

 

D. No new teams may be added after divisions are set.

 

E. Any association that drops a team after divisions have been established shall drop the team in the lowest division. 
 

To determine criteria using 2014 South Dakota High School Activities Association Average Daily Memberships:

 

Rapid City 3,349 (Central 1,515, Christian 72, Stevens 1,211, Douglas 551): 

Sioux Falls East 2,767 (O’Gorman 561, Roosevelt 1,580, Washington 1,594, Lincoln 1,503, Tea 296)/2

Sioux Falls West 2,767 (O’Gorman 561, Roosevelt 1,580, Washington 1,594, Lincoln 1,503, Tea 296)/2

Aberdeen 1,040 (Central 895, Christian 27, Roncalli 118):

Watertown: 945 (Watertown 877, Great Plains Lutheran 68)

Brookings: 780 (Brookings 653, Sioux Valley 127)

Oahe: 697 (Pierre TF Riggs 610, Stanley County 87)

Yankton: 683

Mitchell: 622 (Mitchell 579, Christian 43)

Huron: 573 (Huron 535, James Valley Christian 38)

Sioux Center: 320 (from web search)

Proposal #2 Withdrawn
PROPOSAL #2 -  Brookings Hockey Association, Todd Stratmoen

Rule/Regulation Impacted:   SDAHA Playing Rules 4H – Players/Teams 

Rationale:  Recent experience has demonstrated that associations have inappropriately petitioned to play at a lower level than otherwise required by the SDAHA, and that petitions to play at a lower level have been approved or denied on an inconsistent basis by SDAHA member associations.  Furthermore, the requirement for an association with more than two teams to field two A teams has, in cases, resulted in uncompetitive teams, unfortunate player experiences, and players potentially choosing to quit hockey in what should be the highest level of play in a given age group.  As a result of these occurrences, it is proposed that the ability to petition to play at a lower playing level be eliminated, and that the criteria for determining the playing level of an association’s teams be revised. 

Proposed Rule:

H. The following criteria shall be used to determine the league levels at which each association is to play its teams each season, unless requests to play at higher levels are made to the SDAHA Board of Directors.
· When an association has one team at a given age group, that team shall play at the A or Varsity level.  

· When an association has two teams at a given age group, one team shall play at the A or Varsity level and the second team may play at either the A or Varsity level, or at the B or Junior Varsity level.

· When an association has three teams at a given age group, one team shall play at the A or Varsity level and the second and third teams may play at either the A or Varsity level, or at the B or Junior Varsity level.

· When an association has four teams at a given age group, two teams shall play at the A or Varsity level, and the third and fourth teams may play at either the A or Varsity level, or at the B or Junior Varsity level.
· When an association has more than four teams, the playing level of any teams in excess of four (4) may be determined by the local association.

Requests to the SDAHA Board of Directors to play teams at a higher level than otherwise required must be made by August 15th and acted upon by September 1st of each year for Varsity and Junior Varsity levels.  Requests to the Board of Directors to play teams at a higher level than otherwise required must be made by September 1st and acted upon by September 15th of each year for all other age levels.

In associations required to split geographically under SDAHA Administrative Rule G, the application of Rule H shall be applied independently to each geographical area.

No new teams may be added after playing levels have been established by the SDAHA.  Any association that drops a team after playing levels have been established by the SDAHA must drop a team from the lowest division in which it was to play.

New SDAHA association members will be exempt from Rule H for a period of five (5) seasons, during which teams at a given age group 
within that association may play at either the A or varsity level, or at the B or Junior Varsity level.  After 5 seasons, or earlier if the SDAHA Board determines it is necessary, teams within that association shall follow the criteria listed above at all age levels
Proposal #3 Withdrawn and changed to discussion – Bruce Palmer, Officials Representative
Scheduling

During the weeks of the Bantam “A” and “B” and Girls JV and Boys JV and Girls Varsity, that any Varsity games whether it be Boys or Girls, be moved to Tuesday and Thursday instead of on the weekends.  The reason being is that these games this late in the season need to have experienced officials working them, and if held on the weekends these officials are usually working at the tournaments listed previously.
Some discussion held on this issue, prior to withdrawal.  There are some issues regarding length of travel time on a school night, missing school to travel and available ice time.  It was decided that, when possible and agreed to by both associations, an attempt would be made to schedule week night games during this time period but it should not be a rule.  

Proposal #4 withdrawn and changed to discussion – Bruce Palmer, Officials Representative

Part 1 – To have reduced rates at a motel in every town,to benefit those officials who do travel, and to increase the amount of officials to travel.

Part 2 – When local Associations are preparing the rink for games (i.e.- setting up concessions, etc.), we are asking that the heat be turned on in the Officials locker room before we arrive.
These issues were discussed and it was decided that these were problems that should be handled by the local associations, and notes should be sent to the associations regarding this.  Officials should work with the locals to help them use motels that are sponsors (make a list to send to the officials?), and the local should get the heat turned on as a matter of courtesy.  No action taken.

PROPOSAL #5 – Sioux Falls Hockey Association, Mark Arndt

A Proposal to Assist On-Ice Officials 
Objective - in the interest of player safety and in the interest of providing more consistent officiating at all levels; 

1. Provide an increase in officiating pay (to retain current officials and make officiating more attractive to new officials);

2. Provide financial resources to SD’s Referee In Chief to allow for meaningful video review (while minimizing travel) of game film with on-ice officials during the season;
3. Adopt a two man referee system at all checking levels; 
A. Increase in Referee Pay- a 50% across the board pay increase for per game fees for all Referees and Linesmen. 

1) Travel reimbursement remains the same.

2) Current rates (below) were set in 2011. 




Ref

Line

Boys Varsity & JV 
$60/game
$45/game

Girls Varsity & JV
$60/game
N/A

Bantam

$50/game
$35/game

Pee Wee

$40/game
$25/game

B. Allocate $2,000 annually dedicated to SD’s Referee-In-Chief, for use at his discretion (in season and off season), for review of game video with South Dakota on-ice officials.      

1) Receive video from local associations/coaches (as tool for constructive review and instruction- not appeals). 

2) Additional authorization for on-line video service such as “Hudl” ($800 annual subscription) as tool for video review with officials.  (Use of such tool to allow meaningful review and critique via video for the purpose of saving time and travel expenses.) 

C. Adopt two man Referee system at all checking leagues (Boys Bantam, JV and Varsity).    

1) Take input from SD’s Referee-In-Chief and others about the ability to run a four man crew while accomplishing a two referee system at all checking levels.    

2) Shortage of on-ice officials could be assisted by;

a) Use of Level II officials being used as Linesman during checking level games.

b) Scheduling more games at a single location to minimize on-=ice officials’ travel.       
3) Note - a three man crew containing 2 referees and one linesman is not approved by USA Hockey, and therefore not an option for SDAHA.  Minnesota’s ability to run a three man crew with two referees is due to Minnesota not being governed by USA Hockey.     
Discussion on Proposal #5
Mark reviewed Part B first, possibly using funds currently in the referee development fund to help pay for these types of programs.  Dan French stated he had discussed the possibility of using Hudl and plans to implement it or a similar plan already.  There was also some discussion regarding videos that may have been taken by locals of officials being sent to Doug Sorensen for learning purposes only.  Part B Withdrawn
Discussion moved on to Parts A & C.  Mark reviewed Part A first, and ran through the amounts.  Part C would also be an additional expense, but he felt it was needed at the checking level games.  Dan had discussed all of these proposals with Doug Sorensen, and he felt that he could manage four man crews if he was allowed to use level 2 as linesmen if necessary.  Those level twos would be approved by Doug.  Discussion was held on whether raising wages for all officials would actually help with retention.  There was some discussion about 2 referee, 1 linesman systems which USA Hockey will not allow.  This rule change (Part C) would only affect the boys’ varsity and bantam levels (checking levels).  There was discussion about whether there would be enough officials.  Dan felt that pay was important, but that it still comes down to parental and fan behavior.  Bruce felt that pay was not as important as some believe.  Scott Riddles discussed his kid’s costs to begin the officiating (gear and seminars) process, and that their pay did not cover even those expenses, though some of this had to do with availability to officiate games when also playing on a league team.  Discussion also held on how to help the young officials with their expenses using the developmental funds that are available.  Tony L. suggested maybe a “bonus system” based on number of games that officials do in one season.  Discussion was also held on the varying salaries that are paid for squirt and mite games, as there is no regulating amount for those levels in the state.  Gary DeYoung stated that SDAHA paid about $71,000 in league games for officials, and the increase would increase that greatly.  He also researched what officials are paid in other states/organizations and how it compares to SDAHA salaries.  SDAHA is unique in the two game guarantees as far as he could tell.  Some felt that the additional salaries would make a difference and help in keeping the game safe.  They discussed the two man system at the girls’ varsity.  Dan stated that the GV coaches had mixed feelings about the 2 vs 3 officials at girls as this would eliminate one referee, and add two linesmen.  Some felt safety of players was more important than icing or off sides.  BV felt that a second referee would be good, but that the ice would be more crowded with an additional person.  Dan supports going to the 4-man system at the checking levels.  He repeated that SDAHA would be able to cover at least 90% of all league games with this system, but would not be able to cover non-league games.  Those games that are not covered would revert to the three or two man system rates.  The additional cost would be the $60/$50 game/official, plus mileage for those officials traveling.
There was a motion to separate Proposal #5 into A, B, C for purposes of voting on proposal.  B has been withdrawn.  Gary DeYoung made the motion to separate the other two into two separate proposals (A and B), with Dave Tronnes seconding.  Motion Carried
Sean O’Connor made the motion to accept the proposal #5, Part C to change the officiating system to a 2 referee, 2 linesman (4-man)system at the checking and league levels when possible.  If not possible, we would use the current 3 man system.  Seconded by Dave Tronnes.  Motion Carried
Discussion on Part A Continued
No motion on Part A as it was proposed, but it was suggested that we give pay raises to the peewee linesman.  Discussion was held on whether this would help retain the younger officials.  A motion to increase the peewee line pay was made by Gary DeYoung but not seconded.  Another motion was made to raise the peewee referee and line pay to the same pay as bantams are currently paid made by Gary DeYoung ($50 referee, $35 line).  Second made by Tony Lief, Oahe.  Motion Carried.  

PROPOSAL #6 – Sioux Falls Hockey Association, Mark Arndt

A Proposal to Adopt a New SDAHA Logo
CURRENT LOGO:

[image: image1.png]



Motion to approve new logo made by Dave Tronnes, Mitchell; seconded by Jack Rasmussen, Watertown.  Motion Carried
There was some discussion on getting jackets for officers, etc with the logo when they attend events.  
Proposed/New logo below:


[image: image2.emf]
PROPOSAL #7 – Brookings Hockey Association, Todd Stratmoen
Rule/Regulation Impacted:   SDAHA Playing Rules 7BI – Suspensions 

Rationale:  With boarding, head contact, and charging now among the “injury-potential” penalties for which a minor and misconduct are assessed, the potential for a player to be disqualified from a game for receiving three penalties has grown substantially.  It is proposed that SDAHA playing rule 7BI be revised to raise this threshold from three penalties to four penalties.  This will enable players to continue playing in many situations in which they would otherwise have been disqualified from the game, while still largely protecting them from receiving a game misconduct penalty under USA Hockey Rule 401(b) for receiving five penalties in the same game.  Under the proposed rule revision, a player playing with three penalties, none of which are misconducts, will still receive a game misconduct for five penalties in the same game if he/she commits an injury-potential penalty resulting in assessment of minor and misconduct penalties.  A player playing with two penalties, neither of which is a misconduct, will be disqualified from the current game if he/she commits an injury-potential penalty resulting in assessment of minor and misconduct penalties, but will not receive a game misconduct for five penalties.  And, a player playing with one, two, or three penalties, one of which is a misconduct, will still receive a game misconduct if he/she commits an injury-potential penalty resulting in assessment of minor and misconduct penalties for receiving two misconducts penalties during the same game (USA Hockey Rule 404).

Current Rule:

B. Suspensions: If a player or coach receives a game misconduct penalty and is required to serve an additional game suspension under USA Hockey or SDAHA rules, the following general rules apply:

I. Under SDAHA league play, a game disqualification shall be automatically assessed when a player receives a third penalty during a single game.  Enforcing this penalty is the joint responsibility of the referees, the scorekeeper, the coach, and the player.  The official scorer will notify the referee when a player has received their third penalty under this rule.  The referee will then notify the head coach of the offending team, and that player shall immediately leave the game and go to their locker room.  If it is determined during a game that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their third penalty, the player must leave the game immediately and go to the locker room.  Both the player and head coach are assessed a one league game suspension.  Suspensions will follow the same guidelines as set forth in 7B above for game misconduct penalties.  If it is determined after a game is completed that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their third penalty, the player and head coach are still assessed a one league game suspension.  No forfeit of game results from violation of this rule.  The game disqualification shall not count as an additional penalty for the player or team, and no penalty minutes will be added to a player’s statistics. (9/06)  

Proposed Rule:

B. Suspensions: If a player or coach receives a game misconduct penalty and is required to serve an additional game suspension under USA Hockey or SDAHA rules, the following general rules apply:

I. Under SDAHA league play, a game disqualification shall be automatically assessed when a player receives a fourth penalty during a single game.  Enforcing this penalty is the joint responsibility of the referees, the scorekeeper, the coach, and the player.  The official scorer will notify the referee when a player has received their fourth penalty under this rule.  The referee will then notify the head coach of the offending team, and that player shall immediately leave the game and go to their locker room.  If it is determined during a game that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their fourth penalty, the player must leave the game immediately and go to the locker room.  Both the player and head coach are assessed a one league game suspension.  Suspensions will follow the same guidelines as set forth in 7B above for game misconduct penalties.  If it is determined after a game is completed that a team allowed a player to continue to participate after receiving their fourth penalty, the player and head coach are still assessed a one league game suspension.  No forfeit of game results from violation of this rule.  The game disqualification shall not count as an additional penalty for the player or team, and no penalty minutes will be added to a player’s statistics.
Discussion:

Proposal presented by Todd Stratmoen, Brookings.  There was discussion on how the new 2 and 10 misconducts affect the three penalty rule during a game, as these are two separate penalties.  Randy Honkomp sent in a note requesting we leave it at “3 penalties” and you have to leave the game.  He suggested that maybe we need to track the penalties in the future, to see how the 2 and 10 misconducts affect the penalty counts.  He discussed how getting two misconducts (2 and 10) making it 4, and already had another minor penalty, they would be out for another game in addition to the current game as they would have 5 penalties.  Discussion held on why the rule was created, and that it has helped with game misconduct counts.  Having a 4 penalty rule in place of the 3 penalty rule has the possibility to create more game misconducts instead of having players just sit the rest of the current game.  More discussion on how this could affect play and examples of how it affected games played this past season and previous seasons.  
Motion called to vote on this proposal, Mark Arndt, Sioux Falls made motion, seconded by Tony Lief, Oahe.  Passage of proposal failed
Election of Treasurer and vice president for a two year term:
Nominating committee chair, Tom Hitchcock stated that only Gary DeYoung is in the running for SDAHA treasurer.   There were no nominations from the floor.  Motion to close nominations was made by Mark Arndt, Sioux Falls and seconded by Dave Tronnes, Mitchell, motion carried.  Gary DeYoung elected as SDAHA Treasurer for a two years term.
Vice President Randy Honkomp recently announced he would not be running for Vice President again for SDAHA.  Current nominations are Tony Lief, Oahe and Dave Mannes, Sioux Falls.  Mark Arndt, Sioux Falls made a motion to cease nominations, seconded by Dave Tronnes, Mitchell.  Motion Carried.   Speeches were made by nominees Tony Lief and Dave Mannes.

Vote came back as tie, as Tony Lief, Oahe did not vote.  Vote was 5 to 5, and it was discussed that Dan French may need to vote as tie breaker.  However, Tony should have a vote on the election as he is a voting delegate.  Tony decided not to abstain, stated he would vote for himself, and break the tie. Vote count was redone with a 6-5 win for Tony Lief.  Tony Lief will be the new SDAHA vice president for a two year term.  

2014 Fall meeting and Varsity Boys State Tournament proposals:

Fall meeting should be in Sioux Falls and in September, but date will not be set for a few weeks.  Sioux Falls will need find a site and SDAHA would like to see a tour of new building.  June 30th is the deadline to get proposals in to Dan French if you want to host the Boys Varsity State Tournament.  Rules regarding proposals are in the SDAHA Tournament Rules, and Dan will also send out more information on what they need in proposals.

Tom Hitchcock mentioned that Player Development should be a separate entity that just brings their recommendations in to the state board.  That would eliminate some the issues involved in dealing with this in a one day meeting.  Then the board can just vote whether to accept or deny these proposals.  If denied, they would have to go back to the player development group and looked at again.  There would have to be criteria on how to handle this type of division and committee set up.  Meetings could be separated into several groups, and be held at the same site and on the same date.

Meeting adjourned.  
SDAHA REPORTS FOLLOW
Boys Varsity Coaches Report-Rob Kittay

As the state high school hockey tourney was just three weeks ago, no other issues have surfaced since then.

At the tournament coaches/presidents’ meeting, a number of issues were discussed. These included-

Composition/makeup of JV teams-Some teams using age to determine while most are using ability

Three penalty rule-Coaches consensus was to eliminate this rule as the frequency of incidents where two penalties are handed out for one act has increased dramatically due to the USA Hockey rule changes.

State tourney schedule-I personally suggested that if we maintain a Friday evening awards ceremony that we have the first two games start at 12:00 and 12:30 and use the second sheet of ice for just this one game on Friday. This then eliminates a 9:00 am game.

Reffing situation-There is a general lack of refs. The coaches need to encourage their graduating seniors to start reffing. We are also interested in not allowing a team to change players when it ices the puck. We also discussed using 2 ref/2 linemen.

Schedule-Number of varsity versus jv games were discussed

We will continue to bring ideas for the betterment of the boys varsity/jv leagues. When we bring proposals, they are intended for our boys varsity/jv leagues only. 

One last note-Congrats to Brookings and Sioux Falls for their showing at the USA Hockey National High School Hockey Tourney in Omaha!! Next year’s tournament is in Missouri.

Rob Kittay

Oahe Boys High School Hockey CoachApril 2014

******************************************************************************************

Re: South Dakota Boys Player Development Report
Hola Amigos!!!!

Sorry I could be in attendance at the meeting but the beaches and sun of Cancun were calling my name after a long cold winter!!

The SD Boys Player Development Camp/National Team Tryout is scheduled for April 11-13 in Brookings. It is realized that this was not the most ideal date; however, we ran up against a number of obstacles when setting the date-

March 26-30-National High School Tourney in Omaha-BRK/SF in attendance

April 2-6-Tier II National Tourneys-U14s/U16s in attendance

April 20-Easter

After that, we run into the lack of ice plus the Northern Plains District Development Camp (NPDDC) which originally was May 8-11 and was then rescheduled for May 1-4 in Grand Forks. Next year, the Tier II tourneys are a week earlier and Easter is April 5 which lends itself for better scheduling. We are fortunate though this year in that the Brookings Blizzard did not make the NAHL playoffs which gives us all the ice on our weekend.

We are currently taking registrations for the camp. This year’s cost is $120 with the player keeping the camp jersey. All registration is done thru the web site. We did set a deadline of April 1; however, we will continue to accept any late registrations. From the state camp, we will be advancing 1997-2001 birth year players to the NPPDC. Howie Borden from the Granite City Lumberjacks along with one of his assistant coaches and two of his players will run the on-ice development activities. Howie has been participating in the camp for a number of years.

Corey Mitchell, Ben Tronnes, and I will be in Grand Forks for the NPDDC in May.

I will also be going to the USA Hockey National 15s Camp in Buffalo NY in July. I have been participating in numerous NPD conference calls.

Most importantly, I would be remiss if I did not thank Vince Foley for all his help and institutional knowledge of the development camp!!

If you have any concerns or ideas on boys development, please do not hesitate to contact me or go thru the email site (sdhockeydev@gmail.com). Thank you!!

Buenos dias and adios!!

Roberto Kittay

SD Boys Development

****************************************************************************************

April 2014

From:  Paul Bachand

Good afternoon,

 

Re:  SD Girls Player Development Report
 

I honestly didn’t coordinate my trip with Rob’s, but I will likewise be far south and not able to attend the meeting next week.  

 

The 2014 President’s Cup was last weekend in Rapid City.  Rushmore did a great job hosting the tournament.  10 teams participated and we fielded  4 teams from SD.  

Around 200 girls from SD, MT, ND and Wyoming participated.  Next year we anticipate have a 12 team format.  This was the first year we combined the NIT team tryouts with the President’s Cup.   Typically those tryouts have been held in Wyoming the week prior to the President’s Cup.  That format has not been beneficial to SD girls.  We had on ice drills Friday morning and then players were evaluated during the games.  Bob Gillen coordinated the tryouts and it went fairly well.  I think there are some changes we should  make next year which I intend to address with the Northern Plains group at the fall meeting.  

 

Similar to last year and with the consent and advise of the girls’ coaches, we will take applications for the development camp in Grand Forks.  Hopefully we will send more girls this year.  I anticipated fielding a SD team to play games in Minneapolis next fall.  Tryouts will be held this summer.  With that in mind, the girls are in need of two sets of jerseys.  We have been using some old maroon and white jerseys.  They are terrible, don’t breath, hot to play in, etc.  So I would like the state commit funds for two sets of jerseys and would appreciate it if someone, (Dan???) could make the motion at the state meeting.  

 

Thanks

 Paul
*********************************************************************************************************************************************************
 Discipline Report / Randy Honkomp
2013-2014 Discipline Report
· This season we had 79 game misconducts issued to 66 different people.

· Of those 66, 11 were coaches.

· 6 coaches received GM’s for 15 penalties.  The other 5 received their GM’s for persisting in unsportsman like behavior. AND ONE OF THESE WAS ISSUED AT A SQUIRT GAME!!

· There were 3 types of infractions that seemed to be the most popular this season. There were 14 GM’s issued for receiving a 2nd 10 minute misconduct in the same game.  There were (10) 5 Minute major and GM issued for Boarding.  And (12) 5 minute major and GM issued for Checking from Behind.

· In addition, we issued 4 MATCH penalties, and one player received 3 GM’s in the same season (same game ironically)


All in all it was a pretty normal year discipline wise.  This was a rule change year.  What I found interesting is that as much as people were up in arms about how high the number of GM’s for 2nd Misconduct in a game was going to be (prior to the season starting) Checking from Behind and Boarding ranked a VERY close 2nd and 3rd.  Our SDAHA referees, in accordance with USA Hockey’s stance on injury potential penalties, have taken the steps to make players aware that these penalties will be called. 


The trend for the 2nd Misconduct penalties was this: 7 in Nov and Dec….2 in January…..and 5 in Feb and March.  Of the 5 in Feb and March (3) came in the players respective State Tournaments.  And if my math is correct 2 of those were issued to seniors playing in their final game at the JV State tournament.  SO, the trend shows that the players started to adapt to the new rules after Jan 1st, which is pretty typical for rule change years.  
*******************************************************************************************************************************************************
 SDAHA CIC REPORT – STEVE SALWEI
We held Level 1 clinics in 3 locations during the fall of 2013, certifying 81 coaches.

We held Level 2 clinics in 3 locations during the fall of 2013, certifying 30 coaches.

We held Level 3 clinics in 2 locations during the fall of 2013, certifying 37 coaches.

There were a total of 148 coaches certified in 2013 compared to 143 in 2012.

There were 32 more Level 1 coaches certified in 2013 than in 2012.

The numbers show a decrease from coaches certified in 2013 compared to 2012 at the Level 2 and Level 3.

In 2012 the number of Level 1 coaches certified totaled 49, in 2013 the number of Level 2 coaches certified totaled 30, this is a decrease of 30 coaches or 39% of the coaches not returning.

These numbers represent the same coach as he/she must move up a level each year.

In 2012 the number of Level 2 coaches certified totaled 54, in 2013 the number of Level 3 coaches certified totaled 37, this is a decrease of 17 coaches or 31% of the coaches not returning.

These numbers represent the same coach as he/she must move up a level each year.

The tentative location for a Level 4 clinic is Sioux Falls; tentative dates are either September 13th - 14th 2014 or October 18th – 19th 2014.
There is a Level 5 Coaches Clinic scheduled in Las Vegas, NV on August 21st to 24th  2014.
TREASURERS AND REGISTRARS REPORT IN SEPARATE SECTION
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