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Responses to Inquiry on Public/Private Divisions   
Sent March 19, 2013 

 

Inquiry:    

We have received an inquiry from a state association regarding public/private divisions in your 
state.  Specifically, the inquiring state association would like to know: 
 

1. In addition to traditional public schools, does your membership include charter, private, 
parochial and/or other types of schools or groupings (e.g., home schools)? 

2. If yes, do these different types of schools compete in the same championships, or are they 
separated in some manner? 

3. If separated, please briefly explain how are the schools divided in regard to 
championships/tournaments? 

 
Please reply with your response to mscheiman@nfhs.org.  
 
Responses:  
 
State 1:   
We have public, non-public, charter and boarding schools and they compete together. 
 
State 2:   

1. Yes 
2. The same championships 

 
State 3:   
No 
 
State 4:   

1. Yes 
2. In the same championships 
3. N/A 

 
State 5:   

1. Yes – with the exception of home school students.  While we have a variety of 
membership opportunities an individual student must still be a full-time student at a 
member school in order to be eligible. 



2. All our members compete in the same tournament series – based on school enrollment.. 
 We do not hold separate tournaments or use a multiplier of any sort – with the exception 
of doubling the enrollment of all-boys or all-girl’s schools. 

 
State 6:   

1. Yes 
2. There is no separation. 
3. N/A 

 
State 7:   

1. All but home schools. 
2. All in same tournaments by enrollment classifications. 

 
State 8:   
In addition to traditional public schools, [State] allows charter schools to join. We play for one 
championship rather than separate. Home schooled students and private schools are not part of 
our league. 
 
State 9:   
In our association, public schools, private schools, charter schools, and magnet schools all may 
be members.  In the classification of the schools with the smallest student populations, the public 
and private schools play together in the regular season and have separate playoffs leading to the 
state championships in most sports.  In all other classification, the public and private schools 
compete against one another in the regular season and in the playoffs. 
 
State 10:   

1. Yes – just private schools accredited by the state board of education 
2. Yes – same championships 
3. N/A 

 
State 11:   

1. Yes 
2. Same 

 
State 12:   

1. Yes 
2. Yes 
3. We have four state high school athletic associations: 

a. Public High School Association, which includes Private schools. 
b. Catholic Association 
c. Independent Association 
d. City Association 

 
State 13:   

1. [State] allows public, charter, private and parochial schools as members. We DO NOT 
allow home schools or any other grouping at this time. 

2. Championships are NOT separated by type of school. Multiple divisions but comprise of 
all types of schools. 

3. N/A 



 
State 14:   

1. No 
2. N/A 
3. N/A 

 
State 15:   

1. Yes to charter schools, private and parochial schools.  No to home schools. 
2. All in same tournaments, grouped by enrollment, not legal status. 
3. N/A 

 
State 16:   

1. Yes – Private/Parochial 
2. Same 
3. N/A 

 
State 17:   

1. Yes 
2. Same 
3. N/A 

 
State 18:   
We do have private and charter schools in our organization. Our schools are divided for post 
season tournament purposes based on need-based financial aid. Private schools that give need -
based financial aid to varsity athletes must compete in a separate division during post season. 
Those private schools that agree to not give need-based financial aid to varsity athletes compete 
with the public schools during post season. Their enrollment is multiplied by 1.8. They still 
compete and win championships. 
 
I might add that this separation has not solved the public-private issues in our state. The public 
schools will not be satisfied until we have a total split. 
 
State 19:   

1. We include traditional, charter, and parochial schools...no home schoolers. 
2. Currently, same championships. 

 
State 20:   

1. Yes, all of the above mentioned. 
2. Yes, all inclusive and is a problem. 
3. Not applicable. 

 
State 21:   

1. Yes 
2. No but there is always talk of multipliers and separation when private schools dominate 

our championships. 
 
State 22:   

1. Our association of 355 member high schools includes 26 accredited private schools.  
Home school students are not eligible in our state 



2. Public and private schools compete in the same championships, we do not conduct 
separate championships for private schools. 

 
State 23:   

1. Our association includes only public and private schools.  We have not had any requests 
from charter or home schools as of this time.  Home schooled children are eligible to 
participate in those districts which allow them to participate. 

2. They all compete together. 
 
State 24:   

1. The [State Association] member schools include all state public schools as well as many 
private and parochial schools. The [State Association] does not have any member schools 
from any other school groupings. The state of Alabama does not have charter schools and 
[State Association] rules do not allow membership by home school programs. 

2. All [State Association] member schools compete in the same championship program. The 
only divisions within our championship program are by school enrollment – Class 1A, 
Class 2A, etc. 

3. [State Association] schools are not separated in the championship program except by 
school enrollment. 

 
State 25:   

1. Yes 
2. Same tournament 
3. N/A 

 
State 26:   
[State] has only public schools as members. 
 
State 27:   

1. Yes – we have very few. 
2. Same 

 
State 28:   

1. Yes 
2. Same 
3. N/A 

 
State 29:   

1. Private and parochial. 
2. They are included. 

 
State 30:   

1. We have private, parochial, charter, comprehensive votechs but no home schools. 
2. Compete in same championships with publics 
3. N/A 

 
State 31:   

1. Yes 
2. Same 



 
State 32:   

1. Yes. 
2. They all compete in the same championship. 

 
State 33:   
In [State], public, private and any other types of groups are all included under our membership. 
They all compete in the same divisions with each other. 
 
State 34:   

1. Yes except home schools. 
2. Same 
3. N/A 

 
State 35:   

1. Yes 
2. No, all schools compete based upon student enrollment numbers within the various 

classifications. 
3. N/A 

 
State 36:   

1. We include all schools (public, private, charter, boarding) that are accredited by the State 
Department that want to become members.  We do not have home school teams. 

2. All schools compete in the same championships. 
 
State 37:   

1. We allow non public schools (No preps or schools with post graduates), charter, and 
home schooled students. 

2. Same championships 
3. N/A 

 
State 38:   

1. Yes, we have charter, private, and parochial schools that are members.  Home school 
associations cannot be members, but recognized and participated against during the 
regular season only in our state. 

2. Only full members can participate in the post season (championships) and all types of 
schools are together. 

3. N/A 
 
State 39:   
In [State], we include parochial, charter and magnet schools but NOT traditional "private" 
schools.  They made the choice to function in their own leagues rather than join our association 
and follow our rules.  We also do not include home schools. 
  
All schools who are members of our association compete in the same tournament.  We have a 
longstanding concern about parochial schools as members because they draw kids from multiple 
townships.  In a few sports they tend to dominate tournament play.  Therefore, we apply a 
formula that helps to level the playing field in the sports of football and basketball. 
 



State 40:   
Our membership does include charters, private, parochial and public schools. We do not have 
home-schools in our membership. All our schools participate in the same tournament. There is 
no separation. 
 
State 41:   
Our membership includes charter, magnet, private, parochial, Native American (2), and 
government (2) schools.  We do not allow home school students or off-site virtual students to 
participate with our member schools. 
 
Yes, same championships. 
 
State 42:   
[State] allows equal participation for public and private schools. 
 
State 43:   
One big happy family for our championships. Public, private, parochial, government (military) 
all in one pile. We don't yet have charters or home school participation. No separate divisions 
except for enrollment divisions in football, track and cross country. 
 
State 44:   

1. Yes 
2. Same championships 

 
State 45:   

1. Yes 
2. Compete in the same tournament for all sports except football. 
3. Schools shall compete in Classes 5A, 4A, 3A, 2A, and 1A and shall compete in districts 

as adopted by the [State Association] Executive Committee.  The schools in each district 
shall consist of both select and non-select admission schools.  Effective for the 2013-
2014 season and thereafter, football schools shall be sub-divided into select admission 
and non-select admission schools for playoff competition.  A non-select admission school 
is a public school that has a designated attendance zone.  For playoff competition, schools 
that are classified as non-select schools shall compete in Classes 5A, 4A, 3A, 2A, and 
1A. A select admission school is a public or non-public school that has an admission 
policy to select the students who attend the school. Select admission schools shall include 
all non-public, charter, university lab, and magnet schools. Dual-curriculum schools that 
include at least 25% of their enrollment as select admission students who do not live in 
the designated attendance zone shall also be included as a select admission school.  For 
playoff competition, schools that are classified as select schools shall compete in two 
divisions.  Schools in Classes 5A, 4A, and 3A shall be combined to form Division I and 
schools in Classes 2A and 1A shall be combined to form Division II. 

 
State 46:   

1. Yes, [State Association] includes charter, private, parochial, Vocational, Public 
Academies, Magnate, and if a local school board allows home schooled student athletes 
to compete at the district school, yes we allow that also. 

2. In some of our sports where there are not many schools that provide that particular sport 
program, non-public schools will vie for the championship along with public schools 



(generally speaking if the total number of programs is roughly 200 or less). With our 
sports that have 300 or more schools that offer that sport, we separate out the non-publics 
(basketball, soccer, football, baseball, softball and track). 

3. In the above mentioned sports, and there may be a couple more that I am not aware of, 
we divide by section (geographical) and group (enrollment numbers). So, for public, we 
have four sections, North 1, North 2, Central and South and four groups, 1, 2, 3 and 4 
(smallest being #1 – largest being #4). For non-publics, we have two sections, North and 
South, and two groups, A and B (A being large, B being small). The [State Association], 
in some sports, conducts a Tournament of Champions, and in these T of C’s, we have 
non-public and public schools compete against each other. 


