Michigan Senior Women’s Hockey League

Board Meeting Minutes

TUESDAY, March 13, 2012
Attendees:
President: absent (Sarah Mason)


Secretary: Sarah Jacobsen (Grosse Pointe Freeze)


Treasurer: vacant 


Vice President: Kerri Kelly (Bombshells)


Vice President: Birdie Ball (Detroit Revolution)


Vice President: Tammy Callahan (Polar Bears)

Others present: 


D1: none


D2: none


D3: none


D4: none 


D5: Michelle Dastagir (Ice Pack)


D6: none

Meeting was called to order at 7:09 p.m. by Vice President Birdie Ball.

I. Review and approval of 2/7/12 minutes

II. Division updates


A. General:  Accuracy of information on the scoresheets has improved since last board 



meeting.  Discussion ensued about dropping the assignment of game suspensions 


to managers when the scoresheets are incorrect, due to the fact that the new 


“policy” from last month’s board meeting does not seem to be realistic nor 


consistently enforceable. All board members present agreed to retract the policy. 


B.  DIV 1:



1. All 58 of the 59 games in the regular season have been played and statistics 


    
have been updated in MSWHL website. 


2.  Penalties are down from 4.0 ppg in season’s 1st half to 2.8 ppg for the 2nd half.



3. Outcome of state tournament finals:  O’Leary Hawks 3 -  Ices 2; 




Honeybaked 4 - Little Caesars 3;  All four teams will be participating in 



nationals in Boston over the March 30-Apr 1 weekend.


4. Birdie Ball watched Mission v. O’Leary Hawks and ICES v. Mission games at 



the State Tournament a couple weeks ago.  Very rough games with many 




penalties called in each game.

C. DIV 2:



Complaint against Frozen Assets’ Rachel Bender filed by Top Gun 



Manager/Captain Megan Rayburn after the 3/8/12 game at Hartland Arena.  


Board reviewed the complaint and responses submitted by Rachel and Deanne 


Neiburger.  A decision was made to suspend Rachel Bender for 2 games, one to 


be served in their last game against on March 18 and one of which will be served 


at the beginning of next season. 


D. DIV 3:  



Penalties seem to be under control. Though Polar Bears are the first-ranking team 


in penalties assigned, no complaints from other teams have been received about 


any overly aggressive or rough play by them.


E.  DIV 4:  



Overall penalties are down considerably with the exception of two games out of 



the last twelve, including the February 28, 2012 game between Wildcats and Lady 

Wings during which 7 penalties were assigned.


F.  DIV 5:  No reported issues. 


G. DIV 6:  



Scoresheet inaccuracies have decreased and managers are being more cooperative 



in getting information to Kerri Kelly.   Overall penalties have also decreased.  

III. Ruicci Cup Playoff Update: 

A. Twenty-two teams currently committed to play 

1. D2: Cranks, D-Rev, Foosa, Renegades

2. D3: Black Ice, Flyers, Fusion, Goody 2 Shoes, Iron Maidens, Polar Bears

3. D4: Hammerheads (have agreed to play up in D3) due to lack of teams entered in their division

4. D5: Bombshells, Freeze, Ice Pack, Ice Picks, Swarm

5. D6: Chill, Cleavers, Ice Breakers, Predators, Spitfires, TOT
B. Sarah Jacobsen reviewed with the board a draft schedule for all games Thursday through Sunday, noting that more teams are having to play on Thursday and Friday night due to the uneven number of teams in two divisions, and abiding by the rule that no team play more than 2 games in one day with a minimum of 4 hours rest between each game. 

C. Discussion about rumors of some teams wanting to drop out of the tournament. Teams who have already paid the registration fee and choosing to back out will NOT be refunded due to game schedules/brackets already being set and not being able to sell the Eddie Edgar ice sheets this late in the game.  Teams who don’t show up for their scheduled Ruicci Cup game(s) will be considered as forfeiting.  

D. At the close of the season, board members will inquire with managers of all teams not participating in Ruicci Cup as to their reason(s) for not participating. 

E. Cut off deadline for submitting scoresheets/statistics is March 23, 2012 in order for final seedings to be determined.

F. Prizes- Champion and runner up prizes expected to be hand delivered to Kerri Kelly on March 23.  The Starbucks and Panera gift cards for game MVPs discussed at last meeting will not be offered due to budget issues with more teams dropping out than expected. 

G. Scorekeepers- Kyle Nagy and Patrick McHugh have been confirmed for the entire weekend.

H. Score sheet stickers- Managers should to submit to Birdie Ball an updated team roster with accurate names and jersey numbers if they have changed from the start of the season. 
I. Bracket posters-Kerri Kelly will be responsible for getting these printed as soon as the seedings are set after March 23, 2012.
J. Raffle Baskets-Tammy Callahan has received confirmation from16 of the 22 teams that they will put together a basket.  Baskets can be brought to Eddie Edgar beginning on Thursday night, but due to some teams not playing at all until Saturday morning, raffle tickets will not be sold until 10 a.m. on Saturday. 

K. Trophy- Birdie Ball will be responsible for ordering and purchasing a new trophy similar in structure and design to the old one.  
L. Referees – Jim Kreklau has been confirmed as ref scheduler and will receive the master weekend schedule once all ice times have been confirmed through Lori Yarnell at Eddie Edgar and Sarah Jacobsen. 
IV. Treasurer’s Report: 


Balance is $12,082.91 as of 3/12/12 (submitted by Sarah Mason prior to the meeting).
Meeting adjourned 8:25 p.m.

Next Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, April 17 @ 7:00 p.m. Eddie Edgar Arena in Livonia

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Jacobsen

MSWHL Secretary 
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