District 9 Summer Association Meeting

Monday, July 29, 2013
7:00 p.m.
Wicked Moose, Rochester, MN
CTO: 7:03 p.m.
Roll Call
_  X_
Albert Lea


__X_
Mankato 

_  X_
Rochester
_  X_
Austin



__   _
Tri City

_  X_
St. Peter
__X_
Dodge County 

__X_
Northfield

__   _
Waseca
__X_
Faribault


__X_
Owatonna

__X_
Winona
__X_
La Crescent


__X_
Red Wing

Minutes from Spring District 9 Association Meeting Minutes
Minutes are posted on the website.  No changes were requested to be made.
Treasurer Report
Mark Blaisdell reported that there is $4,966 in checking and $3805 in savings.  
Glen Andresen – 651-253-9229 or gandresen@minnesotahockey.org
2 and 2 Challenge 2013-14 – USA Hockey initiative to get more kids signed up for hockey at a reduced cost to encourage more players to play.  Acquire 2 more players and retain 2 more players than the previous year.  Hockey in Minnesota is different than any other state.  The associations are encouraged to hold the Try Hockey for Free Days (November 2 and March 1).  It is a proven tool in bringing kids into hockey.  Rinks have been emailed to request an hour of free ice for this program.  Welcome back week is October 14-20.  “Without a program in place for NEW players, associations will not convert new families into youth hockey families.”  Kids that participate in Try Hockey for Free Day on November 2, their USA Hockey and MN Hockey fee will be waived.  Associations are required to host both Try Hockey for Free Days to be a part of the 2 and 2 challenge.  Marketing tools are already created by USA Hockey for Try Hockey for Free Day. Associations will get a banner to hang in the rink and 4 sets of gear if you complete all four tasks (Welcome Back Week, 2 Try Hockey for Free days, and a transition program).  If an Association goes 1 step further and hosts one additional event, you will get 8 sets of starter equipment.  There are different levels of participation and rewards.  A brochure was handed out for review with more details.  Please contact Glen for more details or to sign up.  The deadline to sign up is the end of August.  More information can be found at: www.2and2Challenge.com.
Director’s Report

MN Hockey has approved keeping statistics for Squirts and U10s.  Districts 9, 8, 6 and 4 will try to put together an end of the year Squirt and U10 tournament.  This is something that is being worked on.  Part of the barrier is the end of the year Squirt invitational tournament.  The other part of the barrier is families with multiple kids playing that may have State play elsewhere.  This is all part of the Squirtacular that was created a year or so ago.  
There was a 35 game limit on Squirts.  It is now 35 events.  If you attend an event and play two games in one day, it is considered one event.  Tom has been pretty lenient on the Squirt game count as he has had communication with the associations about the games they are playing. No more than two games in one day is allowed.  Tom does not want to see a 70 game schedule.  The three hour rest rule still stands.  This change will be updated in the operations manual that is voted on in September.  
MN Hockey approved cross ice tournaments for U8 and Mites.  Tom will forward all of the rules on this.  MN Hockey has a nice article about this.  
Rosters will not have to be signed by players anymore.  Diane Ytuarte will go through this more at the registration and scheduling meetings.  

Tom has talked with Glen about progressive penalties.  The pilot program has run out and we are going back to the rule of 2 years ago – 2 & 10.  USA Hockey is doing this as well.  Squirt penalties will remain at 1 minute 30 seconds.  Progressive penalties are being implemented.  They are trying to make the penalties consistent throughout the state.  This will be a big topic of conversation at the Winter meeting.  
New Business

Contact Sheet:  Kathy has emailed the contact sheet to the associations for updating.  An association as recommended adding the SafeSport Representative to the contact sheet.  Kathy has added this and will email that revised contact sheet out to the associations.  More information will be coming regarding the SafeSport program this Summer and Fall.  This program is to assist with the screening process as well.
Tournament Report
July 15 was the deadline for tournament bids.  5 associations replied.  Districts are scheduled for February 13-16, 2014.  Regions and Squirts are scheduled for February 28 –March 2, 2014.  The following is the latest information on host sites:
Waseca – U12 B Regions.  Tom will verify with them about this as they were not present at the meeting.
Rochester – PeeWee A and B Regions
Faribault – Bantam A

Bantam B – 

Albert Lea or Red Wing – PeeWee A

Owatonna – PW B

Mankato – U12 Girls

Kasson – Squirt A

Winona – Squirt B
Red Wing (if PeeWee A is taken by Albert Lea) – 10U B
Albert Lea would like PeeWee A and thought the request was sent in.  Tom, Kathy and Troy will look to make sure they an email was not missed.  A tournament meeting will take place in conjunction with the Fall meeting.  Sanctioning forms will be distributed at that meeting.  
Coaching Coordinator Report

None reported.
District 9 Officials Report
None reported.
Girls Committee

A fall Bantam camp for girls is trying to be created.  More information will be posted on the website.  
Statistician Report

Jason reported that a number of associations has submitted their home tournament schedule and Jason has posted it on the District website.  He asks the associations to please look at the tournament page before scheduling tournaments in an attempt to keep from doubling tournaments on the same weekends.  As soon as you know your team levels, please get them turned in.  

Player Development/ACE Report

Fall Bantam Camp tryouts will take place August 24-26, 2013.  A letter will be coming out with more information about it.  Tom has a conference call tomorrow night about it.  District 9’s Fall Bantam Camps have been very successful in the past.  Registration will be online and the camp will be held at Kasson.  Jerseys, socks, ice, and instruction all included.  District 9 will be the first district to conduct a Fall PeeWee Camp.  Tryouts are September 7, 2013.  A separate letter will be forthcoming about the PeeWee Camp as well.  
Old Business

Tom reported that the mite rule of travel of a 50 mile radius will be in the information distributed.  There are districts where this is not possible.  If a mite team wants to travel outside of the 50 mile radius, email Tom for permission first.  Travel into Wisconsin is allowed if it is a cross ice tournament.  Mini sheets are counted as cross ice sheets.  The rules are posted on the MN Hockey website under Hockey News.  Tom will email it as well.
Open Discussion

Red Wing does not have enough girls to play U12 and has two girls that would like to obtain a waiver to allow those two players to play U10.  Playing down is not allowed.  Those two girls would need to be waived to another association.  
The question was raised as to what the plan is for the U12 A and B.  Ultimately the District would like 6 teams at the U12 A and U12 B levels to run leagues.  Tom will look into this further.  
The scheduling meeting will take place October 27.  Team levels are due to the District by October 13.  The Squirt scheduling meeting will take place later.  The sooner associations can get this information into the District, the better.  Associations are asked to have an idea of their teams at the September meeting and confirm the teams by October 13.  Teams should be sent to Scott Schneider and Tom Christenson.  
The Bantam B2 and the PeeWee C leagues were very successful last year.  Associations are asked to go back and discuss this with their association.  The problem with Bantam B2 is the level of tournaments that they can enter.  The opposite side of that is that there are not a lot of Bantam C tournaments available.  A solution is to play Bantam B2 and attend Wisconsin Bantam B tournaments.  
Next Meeting Dates:  The Fall meeting will take place September 23, 2013 in Faribault.  Time and place will be forthcoming.
Adjourn Meeting
8:25 p.m.  
