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1 Kings 17:8-16 (NRSV) (see text below)

The widow of Zarephath gave her last meal to the prophet Elijah. That’s pretty gutsy 
if you ask me. Did she expect that her faith or actions would save her life? Who 
knows? What the text tells us is that she obeyed the prophet and her life was spared 
because of God’s generosity. “You will not go hungry as long as there is famine in the 
land,” was God’s promise to her. It was not her obedience that gave her life, it was 
God’s word.

We are tempted to get our actions and God’s generosity mixed up. Good news: God 
is generous with life! Each heartbeat, each breath, is a gift from God, secured by 
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and given abundantly to all. It is not something we can 
manipulate.  It is God’s gift for everyone, not because of who we are or what we do, 
but because of God’s abundance.

Focus our eyes on you, O God, the giver of all life. Help us to say thanks for this gift 
each of our days and to use this gift in thankfulness to you. Amen.

1 Kings 17:8-16 (NRSV)

8  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying,

9  “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have 
commanded a widow there to feed you.”

10  So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a 
widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in 
a vessel, so that I may drink.”

11  As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread 
in your hand.”

12  But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of 
meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I 
may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.”

13  Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make me 
a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and 
your son.

14  “For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and 
the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.”

15  She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate 
for many days.

16  The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the 
word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.



Psalm 146  (see text below)

Tongue in cheek we mimic the grandiose answers of Miss America Pageant contestants 
when asked what they want most in this world: “World Peace.” “Elimination of hunger 
and starvation.” “Justice and fairness in the world.” Throw in care for the orphan and 
widow, freedom for the unjustly imprisoned, sight for the blind and hope for the 
weary and we all become grandiose in our wishes for the world. We also begin to 
understand the generosity of our God!

The Psalmist reminds us that God is the maker and keeper of all, and that God is 
abundant with help for people in need and hope for a new era on earth. Grandiose? 
Perhaps. Generous? Without question.

Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their 
God. O God, help us to be happy. Amen.
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Psalm 146 (NRSV)

1  Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul!

2  I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praises to my God all my life long.

3  Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.

4  When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans 
perish.

5  Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their 
God,

6  who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith 
forever;

7  who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets 
the prisoners free;

8  the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 
the Lord loves the righteous.  

9  The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but 
the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

10  The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the 
Lord!



Hebrews 9:24-28  (see text below)

I grew up with the ill-conceived notion that if I didn’t ask for forgiveness just before 
I died, those sins not covered by my last confession would work against me. Timing 
was critical to this theory. That’s a heavy burden for anyone, let alone a child.

The writer of Hebrews tells us that our salvation isn’t dependent upon our repeated 
and numerous confessions. The sacrifice of Christ, once and for all, has made us right 
with God. Not that we don’t humbly stand before God, recognizing that we often fall 
short. We should and do. But the piece of real estate we stand on is at the foot of the 
cross, grateful that God sees us through the “once and for all” sacrifice of Jesus. That’s 
a generous God!

Loving God, we stand at the cross, seeking your mercy. Forgive us for all the times 
and ways we have let you down. Thank you for seeing us through your son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Hebrews 9:24-28 (NRSV)

24  For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the 
true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on 
our behalf.

25  Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy 
Place year after year with blood that is not his own;

26  for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the 
world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by 
the sacrifice of himself.

27  And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment,

28  so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second 
time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.



Mark 12:38-44 (see text below)

God must have a special love for widows. First, we learn of the widow in Monday’s 
Old Testament lesson who faithfully fed the prophet Elijah what would have been her 
last meal. And now, another widow.  

In Jesus’ day, widows represented the poor and vulnerable of society. In Jesus’ stories, 
they also represented the generous. What did they know that engendered such 
generosity? Perhaps it was their dependence on God’s good gifts for daily life and 
meaning? Perhaps it was their sensitivity for those without? Or maybe, because of 
life’s experiences, they were just more grateful for God’s abundance.

What is clear is that, despite their financial situations, these two widows were truly 
rich. They were rich because they understood that whatever they had was a gift from 
our generous God, given to be shared with others.

Dear God, instill within me the faith to believe that your generosity is sufficient for 
this day. Give me the heart of these widows, to share from your abundance with 
others who have need. Amen.
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Mark 12:38-44 (NRSV)

38  As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long 
robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,

39  “and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets!

40  “They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. 
They will receive the greater condemnation.”

41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums.

42  A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny.

43  Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow 
has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.

44  “For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her 
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”



Mark 12:38-44 (see text below)

It’s inspiring to work with donors who make large gifts for very important projects 
at Luther Seminary. I often wish that I could be one of them. I’d love to give a gift to 
fund a program, or build a building, or cover the cost of tuition for a student each year 
(donor envy?). We are very grateful for people who do just that.

It’s great that people choose to do such wonderful things with the resources God has 
entrusted to them. But do not lose heart! God can also do wonderful things with the 
resources entrusted to us who appear to have less. The widow understood the joy of 
giving from the abundance God had given her.

It doesn’t take a million dollars to make us able to give generously. God gives to each 
of us an abundance that is more than enough. God is generous with us so that we can 
be generous with others.

Thank you, God, for your generosity to me. Give to me that same spirit of generosity 
for the sake of others. Amen.
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Mark 12:38-44 (NRSV)

38  As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long 
robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,

39  “and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets!

40  “They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. 
They will receive the greater condemnation.”

41 He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums.

42  A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny.

43  Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow 
has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.

44  “For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her 
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”



“Now Thank We All Our God” (see song text below)

ELW 839 + LBW 533

“O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us,

And keep us in all grace, and guide us when perplexed,
And free us from all harm in this world and the next.” Vs. 2

Our texts this week have all spoken to the generosity of our God. We learn that God 
is generous with the gifts of life, help, hope, possessions and the sacrifice of Jesus. It is 
only fitting that we sing praise and thanks to this “bounteous God” who cares for us 
in this world and the next.

For all your gifts, O God, we sing our thanks and praise. You give us all good things 
in abundance, so that we have enough to share with others. Open our hearts to share 
what you have first given us. Amen.
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“Now Thank We All Our God”  ELW 839 + LBW 533

1 Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices;

Who from our mothers’ arms, has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

2 Oh, may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;

And keep us all in grace, and guide us when perplexed;
And free us from all harm in this world and the next!

3 All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given;
The Son, and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven;
The one eternal God, whom earth and heaven adore;

For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.



“For the Beauty of the Earth”  (see song text below)

ELW 879 + LBW 561

“For the perfect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’n,
For thyself, best gift divine, to our world is freely giv’n,

Christ, our God, to thee we raise this, our sacrifice of praise.”  Vs. 5

When all is said and done, the greatest gift God gives is new life through Jesus Christ. 
Of all the great and generous gifts God gives, the greatest is the sacrifice of God’s own 
son, defeating the powers of sin and death, giving the abundance of life to all. As this 
week of God Pause concludes, we offer our “sacrifice of praise” out of grateful hearts 
to our generous God.

How can we say thanks for your abundance? How can we possibly show proper 
gratitude for the sacrifice of your son? We are at a loss, God. All we can do is offer our 
sacrifice of praise and ourselves for your service. Receive these feeble attempts as our 
thanks to you. Amen.
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“For the Beauty of the Earth”  ELW 879 + LBW 561

1 For the beauty of the earth, For the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birthOver and around us lies:

Refrain
Christ, our Lord, to you we raise, This our sacrifice of praise.

2 For the wonder of each hour, Of the day and of the night,
Hill and vale and tree and flow’r, Sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain

3 For the joy of ear and eye, For the heart and mind’s delight,
For the mystic harmony, Linking sense to sound and sight: Refrain

4 For the joy of human love, Brother, sister, parent, child,
Friends on earth and friends above; For all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain

5 For yourself, best gift divine, To the world so freely giv’n;
Agent of God’s grand design, Peace on earth and joy in heav’n: Refrain
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