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Generous Hearts for 
Trinity  

A Study Guide 
for Giving

Trinity is connecting  
with people’s hearts –  
helping people see  
the sacredness in  
everyday life –  
making a difference 
in the world through 
compassion, gratitude  
and generosity.   
It’s a community more 
interested in living like 
Jesus than living like  
an institution.

Trinity is at a pivotal 
moment in time. We have a 
chance to grow our impact, 
but it takes resources. 
Our collective financial 
commitments matter. With 
boldness we speak to your 
heart and invite you to join 
us and invest financially in 
this innovative, energetic 
and growing Christian 
community called Trinity.
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Reflect on your generous heart!

Spiritual Practice:

•	 Sit	comfortably	and	quietly.

•	 Take	a	couple	deep,	slow	breaths.

•	 Become	aware	that	your	breathing	is	slowing	down.

•	 Bring	to	mind	a	time	you	gave	a	financial	gift	to	a	cause	bigger	than	
yourself.

•	 Take	some	time	to	relive	the	whole	process	in	your	mind	and	heart.

•	 Briefly	jot	down	key	thoughts	under	the	questions	below.

•	 Share	your	reflections	with	one	another	in	your	group.

Briefly	share	a	time	you	pledged	or	gave	a	financial	gift	to	an	institution	or	organization.

What	motivated	you	to	do	so?

What	difference	did	your	gift	make	to	the	receiver?

What	difference	did	your	gift	make	to	you?
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Use as a group/team conversation starter or on your own.

But just as you excel in 
everything – in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness 
and in your love for us – 
see that you also excel in 
this grace of giving.    
– 2 Corinthians 8:7
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Which of the following value statements below express your connection or relationship with Trinity? 
(Check as many as apply.)

Trinity is:

				A	community	that	welcomes	you	wherever	you	are	in	your	faith	journey.

				A	community	that	honors	who	you	are	and	what	you	bring	–	a	place	of	acceptance	and	welcome	–		
a	place	to	explore	faith	honestly,	with	all	your	intellect,	curiosity	and	questions.

				A	community	that	partners	with	others	to	provide	food,	water,	clothing,	shelter	and	to	show	God’s	
love	and	care.	

				A	community	of	worship	–	ancient	and	modern,	contemplative	and	participatory	–	a	host	for	the	
Arts	and	a	home	for	beauty	and	expression.

				A	community	where	children	and	teenagers	want	to	come	and	bring	their	friends.

				A	community	where	people	can	explore	their	unique	design,	their	purpose,	their	call	to	work	and	
service	in	the	world.

				A	community	that	will	laugh	with	you,	rejoice	with	you,	and	cry	with	you.

				A	community	that	makes	a	difference	in	the	world.

In your group or team, discuss why you checked the statements you did.

Use as a group/team conversation starter or on your own.
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Read	the	following	list	and	check	the	ones	that	are	barriers	for	you,	adding	a	few	brief	notes	why:

				Giving	is	a	personal	issue.		

				I’m	uncomfortable	talking	about	my	giving	with	others.

																

					I	feel	guilty/ashamed	that	I	don’t	give	enough.	

																	

					I	do	not	want	to	seem	prideful	about	my	giving.	

																

				I	don’t	understand	enough	about	the	connection	between	my	faith,	money	and	giving.

Use the margins to take notes on helpful things shared by others in this conversation.     											

Barriers to talking with others about my financial giving
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Use as a group/team conversation starter or on your own.
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A Reason for Giving to Trinity
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Who are we? Whose are we?

Trinity	is	a	community	of	faith.	Community	is	
a	quality	of	the	heart	that	proclaims	we	are	alive	
not	for	ourselves	but	for	one	another.	God	works	
through	us,	bestowing	grace	and	transforming	
lives.

Why should I give?

If	you	are	grateful	for	the	difference	Trinity	has	
made	in	your	life,	then	you	get	to	give!

If	you	are	grateful	for	the	difference	Trinity	makes	
in	our	community	and	throughout	our	world,	
then	you	get	to	give!

If	you	share	Trinity’s	mission	to	offer	the	love	
of	God	to	everyone,	to	call	people	into	a	closer,	
transforming	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ,	and	
to	serve	our	neighbors	in	the	world,	then	you	get	
to	give!

If	you	know	the	joy	of	giving,	if	you	are	living	
the	joyful,	fulfilling,	purposeful	life	that	comes	
from	giving,	if	you	experience	the	renewed	and	
enriched	relationships	that	come	from	giving,	then	
you	are	already	a	giver	and	you	are	grateful	that	
you	get	to	give!

How does my giving make a difference?

Through	our	giving,	our	ministry	continues	and	
grows	and	amazing	things	happen	as	God	works	
through	us.	When	our	giving	is	intentional,	
increased,	and	joyful,	the	world	is	transformed.	
When	our	giving	is	intentional,	increased,	and	
joyful,	we	are	transformed.

How much should I give?

Grow	your	capacity	to	give	by	leading	a	life	
of	intentional,	disciplined	stewardship	of	your	
resources.	Make	a	decision	today	to	give	at	
least	5%	of	your	income	away	in	support	of	
organizations	you	believe	are	doing	God’s	work	
in	the	world.	If	you	are	already	there,	grow	
another	1%	a	year	until	your	capacity	to	give	is	
the	largest	priority	in	your	household	budget.

 It’s the heart that gives,  
                 the fingers just let go.

“Whatever gift each of you may have received, use it in service to 
one another, like good stewards dispensing the grace of God in its 
varied forms.”    – I Peter 4:10
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Do you have a plan for your giving? 

Or	do	you	simply	give	of	your	money	and	time	
haphazardly	–	responding	to	some	emotional	
appeals,	ignoring	others,	basically	“going	with	the	
flow”	and	giving	when	you	“feel”	like	it?

If	you	do	not	have	a	giving	plan,	maybe	it’s	
because	you	also	don’t	have	a	saving	plan,	or	even	
a	spending	plan.	Getting	control	over	personal	
financial	matters	doesn’t	happen	by	itself.		
It	requires	planning	and	discipline;	it	is	an	
important	responsibility.

You	have	to	spend	and	indisputably	you	have	to	
save,	but you get to give.	Just	as	you	set	aside	
money	for	savings	and	for	all	the	expenses	in	your	
life,	a	giving	plan	shows	how	much	money	you	
plan	to	give,	where,	when,	and	how.

 
Personal/Family Giving Guidelines

1.  Determine how much money you are going 
to give.	Plan	your	budget.	Look	at	your	
essential	and	non-essential	expenditures.	
Differentiate	between	your	needs	and	your	
wants.	Think	about	the	needs	of	others.	Think	
about	how	much	is	enough.	Determine	a	
percentage	of	income	or	a	set	amount	to	give	
annually.	Plan	to	grow	in	your	giving.

2.  Select the recipients of your giving.		
Typically	there	are	three	categories	–	the	
church,	charitable	organizations	and	causes	
that	are	not	tax-deductible	such	as	your	child’s	
soccer	team,	a	political	campaign	or	a	special	
gift	for	someone	in	need.	Think	about	how	
your	gifts	can	be	the	most	impactful	to	others	
and	the	most	meaningful	to	you.

3.  Determine how and when you will give.		
One-time	gifts	can	be	spread	throughout	the	
year.	Automated	giving	is	a	tool	that	helps	keep	
weekly	or	monthly	giving	on	track.

4.  Create a file for your giving records and 
receipts.	Review	regularly,	monitor	and	adjust.		
Savor	the	gift	of	giving.	Be	thankful	that	you	
get	to	give.

 

But just as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 
in complete earnestness and in your love for us –see that you also 
excel in this grace of giving.   – 2 Corinthians 8:7
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Pledging

What is a pledge?

A	pledge	is	a	spiritual	discipline	
and	a	practical	tool	that	confirms	
a	person’s	plan	and	commitment	
for	giving.	For	Trinity,	it’s	a	
management	tool.	Pledging	
assures	that	the	staff,	facility,	
and	materials	necessary	to	do	
ministry	will	be	funded.	It	
affirms	that	together	we	desire	
to	bring	forth	the	world	that	
God	has	imagined—a	world	of	
abundance,	equity,	and	peace.

Serving God does make us very rich, if we are satisfied with what we 
have. We brought nothing into the world, so we can take nothing out.  
But if we have food and clothes, we will be satisfied with that.  
– I Timothy 6:6-8

How to pledge?

1.	 Begin with prayer:	Generous	God	of	overflowing	
abundance,	we	thank	you	for	your	continual	provision	
for	us	and	for	all	creation.	Stir	up	your	Spirit	in	us,	that	
we	might	recognize	these	gifts,	be	thankful	for	them,	and	
share	your	abundance.	Ask	much	of	us,	expect	much	from	
us,	enable	much	by	us,	encourage	many	through	us.		
In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.

2.	 Immerse yourself in gratitude:	True	gratitude	does	not	
depend	upon	material	possessions.	It	increases	with	giving	
more	than	receiving.	It	flourishes	in	our	awareness	of	
God’s	constant	and	unconditional	love.	

3.	 Evaluate your giving.	If	you	have	never	established	a	
giving	plan,	please	see	the	guidelines	on	page	6.

4.	 Make your annual pledge to Trinity.	Begin	this	week	or	
this	month.	To	express	your	joyful	commitment,	begin	
today.

5.	 Consider automated giving.	Automated	giving	from	
your	savings	or	checking	account	or	on	your	credit	card	
is	strongly	encouraged.	It	helps	fulfill	your	pledge	and	it	
brings	consistency	to	Trinity’s	cash	flow.

6.	 Fill out the enclosed Pledge Card.	Put	it	in	the	envelope	
provided	and	return	it	in	the	offering	plate,	to	the		
Church	Office	or	in	the	mail	by	Sunday,	November	21.

7.	 Thank God that you get to give!
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Giving/Pledging to Trinity

STEP 1:  Determine if you have (spoken or unspoken) obstacles around financially supporting the 
ministry of Trinity, your faith community. Read the statements below and check the ones 
that apply to you. (Suggestion for couples: Do this exercise separately and then come together for 
conversation.)

				1.	 I	don’t	think	I	have	enough	money	to	give	significantly	to	my	faith	community.		

				2.	 My	spouse	and	I	don’t	agree	about	giving	money	away.	

				3.	 I	think	the	church	expects	me	to	give	10%	of	my	income,	but	I	can’t	afford	to	do	that.		

				4.	 I	am	not	convinced	that	Trinity	needs	my	money.	I	don’t	know	what	is	expected	or	needed	of	me.

				5.	 I	don’t	understand	why	I	would	give	to	Trinity	in	a	more	significant	way	than	another	
organization.	

				6.	 We	don’t	plan	a	family	budget,	so	it	is	hard	to	know	in	advance	how	much	we	could	give.		

				7.	 I	think	giving	$20	in	the	offering	plate	at	worship	is	being	generous	and	meets	the	church’s	needs.		

				8.	 I	already	pledge	and	could	give	more	but	no	one	is	drawing	me	into	a	compelling	reason	to	do	so.	
Other	organizations	are,	so	I	give	to	them	instead.		

				9.	 I	already	pledge	and	could	give	more	but	I	don’t	know	if	I	should	because	others	need	to	do	
more.
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The purpose of Step 1 and 2 is to help you 
recognize and overcome obstacles to giving. 

The Gratitude Teams desires that everyone has only positive 
feelings about giving financially to Trinity and that everyone will 
decide to pledge or increase their current pledge. However, we 
have been listening, so we know some of you do have obstacles 
around giving. We would like to meet you where you are and 
be helpful. 

Engaging Step 1 and 2 has already proven helpful 
to some; we are grateful if it is for you as well. 

Please be confident the offer on the bottom of page 9 is sincere.
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Giving/Pledging to Trinity

STEP 2:  Record what you (and your spouse) learned about yourself from the 
conversation in Step 1. Use the space provided to record your notes.

			I/We	realize	that	the	ministry	of	Trinity	is	a	high	value	in	our	lives	and	we	want	
to	invest	in	our	shared	mission	and	ministry	at	Trinity.	(See	Step	3)

	

			I/We	realize	that	a	personal/family	budget	could	be	helpful	in	many	ways,	
perhaps	even	in	determining	a	way	to	sustain	a	financial	pledge	to	Trinity.			
(See	Step	3	&	“Personal/Family	Giving	Guidelines”	on	page	6.)

	

			I/We	don’t	know	what	Trinity	needs	and	would	like	to	visit	with	someone	to	
better	understand.

	

			I/We	would	like	to	help	support	the	mission	of	Trinity,	but	we	are	in		
financial	debt.

	

			I/We	have	never	pledged	before	and	are	experiencing	some	concern/fear.		

	

			I/We	would	like	help	with	the	details	of	how	to	make	a	pledge.	(See	Step	4.)

	

			My	spouse	and	I	still	have	different	views,	but	this	was	helpful	conversation	on	
our	journey.
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To help you address your questions or concerns, please contact  
Julie Jolivette at jjolivette@trinitylc.org or 651-439-7400, ext. 108.
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Giving/Pledging to Trinity 

I/We	want	to	be	in	the	following	giving/pledging	category	this	year:_________________________

	 o	 $50-499		 o	 $500-999		 o	 $1,000-1,999	 o	 $2,000-2,999

	 o	 $3,000-3,999		 o	 $4,000-4,999		 o	 $5,000-5,999	 o	 $6,000-7,999

	 o	 $8,000-9,999		 o	 $10,000-14,999		 o	 $15,000-19,999	 o	 25,000+

							Pledge	in	three	years:	___________				in	five	years:	___________				in	eight	years:	___________				

Do some math.   

Example:	Interested	in	pledging	$5,000	to	Trinity	in	the	next	12	months?

					Divide	by	12	=	$416.67	per	month		

					Divide	by	52	=	$			96.15	per	week			

Try	a	few	other	equations	until	you	believe	you	have	found	the	figure	that	you	feel	good	about	and	your	
budget	can	sustain.

If you are ready, record that amount here:   $__________________________
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Summary of Trinity Lutheran’s  
2010 Annual General Giving Data (for operating budget)

Generous givers also gave over and 
above this to our specific missions  

and to our capital campaign.

25% of Trinity giving households 
pledged: $1.6 million

2011 Pledge Goal: $1.8 million

STEP 3: Study the charts on this page.  
They may be helpful as you discern giving/pledging.

Our household income in 2011 (before taxes) will likely be: ______________________
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I/We	want	to	give	in	the	following	way:

			Automated	giving	out	of	my	bank	account		
(You	will	be	asked	to	attach	a	voided	check	for	
this	option.)

			Automated	giving	through	my	credit	card
			By	check
			Cash
			Other_______________________	

I/We	want	to	give	consistently	in	the		
following	way:

			Weekly	(on	Monday	or	Friday)
			Monthly	(on	the	1st	or	15th)
			Semi-monthly	(1st	and	15th)
			Quarterly
			Annually
			Other__________________

Decide	when	you	want	your	giving	plan	to	start	so	
you	can	respond	to	that	on	the	pledge	card.

Card	Type:

			Visa
			MasterCard
			Discover
			American	Express

The	small	print	statement	with	this	will	be:

I	authorize	Trinity	Lutheran	Church	to	
process	contributions	against	my	debit/
credit	card	by	EFT.		

This	authorization	will	remain	in	effect	
until	I	give	reasonable	notification	to	
terminate	the	authorization.		Privacy/
Confidentiality:	This	contribution	
form	is	confidential	and	is	seen	only	
by	those	who	process	the	transaction.	
Information	on	this	form	will	not	be	
shared	with	other	organizations.

Giving/Pledging to Trinity
 
STEP 4: Prepare yourself for all the decisions you will be asked to make on your pledge card.  
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Every gift will become part of the abundant grace of God at work  
in the world. Every giver will reflect God’s light and God’s love  
for the world.

When you are ready, please complete the 
enclosed pledge card and return it in the 
envelope in worship, to the Church Office or in 
the mail by Sun., Nov. 21. Thank you!
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