East Grand Forks Blue Line Club
General Meeting Minutes

19 Oct 2011

Members present:  Rod Hajicek, Brent Lindstrom, Linda Emery, Scott Selk, Troy Weber, Lori Wolf, , Chip Shea, Robert Stengl, Janna Swanson, Nicole Weber, Matt Fore, Tom McDonald, James Olson, Brian Swanson, Bruce Brierley, Tyler Palmiscno, Nick Bowen, Rob D’Heilly, Abby D’Heilly, Mark Dragich, Liesa Hanson, Chris Derrick, Cory Chupka, Randy Galstad, Sandy Ausmus, .
Meeting called to order at 8:14 PM by Rod Hajicek
Prior minutes:  Reviewed by those in attendance, motion to approve by Tyler Palmiscno, Second by Bruce Brierley, motion carried.

Treasurers Report:  Linda read the report.  Motion to approve by Mark Dragich, Second by Corey Chupka, motion carried.

Gaming report:  Roberta gave the gaming report.  Motion to approve by Rob D’Heilly, Second by Matt Fore, motion carried.

Concession Report:  Things went well during the craft show.  Double Dibs credits filled it up in a very short time and everybody showed up.  Double Dibs will be offered for another hard to fill event, the Boys High School Jamboree on Black Friday in November.  

OLD BUSINESS

Time to renew BLC memberships.  Forms were available for regular family membership, a business membership, and an associate membership.

Ventless fryer:  Questions brought up about cleaning, smell, location and required modifications, safety, and training.  Ventless fryer tabled pending further research and fact gathering.  Attention turned to the cappuccino machines.  Worked OK during craft show, nobody expects them to keep that up through the hockey season.  Pursue getting new ones, any vendor is on the table.
Rod reported the  paperwork for BLC involvement in the Sherlock Park rebuild.  The BLC earned $2,167.50, works out to about 144.5 hrs.  Some discussion on how low that seemed based on participation that was seen.  Some of the hockey people may have credited other organizations or didn’t get properly signed up.  As we had planned to put this money toward new Squirt jerseys, we will contact the Park and Rec Office to see what they can put toward the jerseys.
Gaming at Whiteys is looking good as is our gaming area.  We have a new booth and purchased new jars as the jars we had intended to use looked out of place in the new remodel.

Weight room.  City will pay for the painting and new flooring.  We will order the equipment and put $20,000 toward the total.  The BLC will work out a lease agreement with the city for the room to retain ownership of the equipment and control access.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Staus’ has requested $1,000 for 125th anniversary of EGF.  The mayor has done a lot for hockey in EGF.  We can support but would like to hold off until after our raffle proceeds are in the bank.  Further discussion was that we should put our kids before a large party.  Motion to approve the $1,000 donation to the celebration was made by Randy Galstad and seconded by Cory Chupka.  Most in favor, one opposed.  Motion carried.
Dave Aker has requested the Blue Line Club to commit $600 towards new audio gear for the Civic Center.  The overall bid was $1,800 but the city would pay $600, the figure skaters $600 and the BLC $600.  Background material was incomplete and not informative.  Motion to approve $600 for the project was made by Abby D’Heilly, second by Chris Derrick, motion carried pending further clarification of the project bid.
Further discussion took place about funding jerseys.  As mentioned, we will use the Sherlock Park money toward purchase of new squirt jerseys and get with Park and Rec to see what they could contribute.  We discussed further ways to raise money for the purchase like a sale of the current inventory of retired jerseys and equipment.  It does not seem likely that the Pee Wee A Road jerseys will be funded this year.
Clothing samples were on display and order forms available.  Everybody seemed satisfied to very satisfied.
Sioux Ticket Raffle.  This raffle netted about $2,600.  Fall raffle tickets will be out soon and the drawing for that will be at the December BLC meeting, 21 Dec 2011, at 8:00 PM.
Rod met with Sanford Health officials about possible sponsorship for the Civic Center.  It was a feeling out session as we did not have a number to ask for and Sanford is interested but doesn’t know how much they want to offer or how it will be billed.  Possible building naming rights may be in play.
Discussed advertising at the Civic Center to expand that revenue source.  Possibility of adding advertising to the floor to highlight donors of the weight room project.
A letter from Matt Stengl was read as he was unable to attend.  He wanted to express his desire to update the spoked E logo for EGF Hockey and adopt Jr Wave as the nickname.  This discussion evolved to getting the high school athletes more involved in youth practices to give the younger players expose to the players the younger players hope to be one day.  Everybody in attendance seems in favor of that, but there are USA Hockey rules that make it more difficult.
Mark Dragich spoke on what was happening and coming up.  Clinics are underway, ice was in the VFW Arena and the Civic Center, unknown when the Blue Line Arena will be up.  There was discussion accompanied by photos and anecdotes about how our rinks were suffering minor vandalism that was starting to accumulate to be a bigger issue.  Tom McDonald will be building a new shooting room at the VFW Arena to replace the shooting net.
Dennae Swenson wanted to discuss how tournaments entry fees were allocated, especially that the Squirts are funded to go to the Fargo Squirt International Tournament at $950 per team but the 10U were not afforded the same opportunity.  After a heated discussion, those in attendance were fully in favor of continuing to fund the Squirt to Fargo due to the number of games guaranteed and the overall experience so close to home for as long as we are allowed to come back and more effort would be put into finding a similar event for the 10U team.

Next meeting:  Wednesday, November 16, 2011 @ 8:00 PM, at the American Legion Club.

Motion to adjourn by Scott Selk, Second by Bruce Brierley.  Meeting adjourned at 9:37 PM.
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Brent Lindstrom

EGF Blue Line Club Secretary

