METRO SKATERS HOCKEY LEAGUE


Monthly Meeting Minutes, AUGUST, 1999 





Location:  Farmington Hills Ice Arena 	


Date and Time:  August 24, 1999, 6:30 p.m.





NEXT MEETING: Thursday, Sept. 23, 1999, 6:30 p.m., Farmington Hills Ice Arena. 





Attendees: 


Stephanie Henkel 	Night Hawks			dwhenkel@rjc.net


Jackie Anderson 	Lady Blues			jackie27@ameritech.net


Laurie Wetterholt	AA Blitz			robertw@ismi.net


Sandy Cann		Fury


George Tilli		TM Ice Breakers/Team Xtreme


Pat Gross		Arctic Storm			pat.gross@sherpa.com


Jillian Wallace		Predators			jlw24@daimlerchrysler.com


Jan BenDor		Recording Sec./Flash		janbendor@provide.net


Lynn Steiger 		Herricanes			hockey8347@aol.com


Dawn Letwin		Ice Dogs			marketing@tmp-architecture.com


Kristen Miller 		FH Freeze			miller01@lear.com


Janine Martinez 	GC Jets				gusj9@ibm.net


Carolyn Dutot		County Blues			cooltiger@hotmail.com


Nadine Chauvin		County Blues		


Angie Santoro		Penalty Box


Sandy Young		Capital Crush			youngcas@pilot.msu.edu


Tara Johnson		Cheap Skates			johnsont@huronvalley.k12.mi.us


Michele Parker		Phantoms			mp30goal@aol.com


Christy Back		Phantoms			c23back@hotmail.com


April Yager		TM Tornado’s			ayager@egprint.com


Sue McDowell		MAHA


Dave Chow		TM Thunderblades		dchowwrist@aol.com


Sam Johnson		TM Tornado’s


Donna Hocko		Windsor Lady Bulls		rdhocko@sympatico.ca


Debbie Osborne		AA Flames			deb136@aol.com


Laurie Birchler		AA Flames			birchler@mediaone.net


Kate Pinhey		AA Domino’s			hallada@umich.edu


Fabienne Worthy	AA Steel Magnolias		alottafab@juno.com


Sally Thomas 		Metro Blades			sjthockey@home.com


Sherry Briguet		AA Pond Rockets		sbriguet@hotmail.com


Megan Torrance 	AA Blitz			mmtorrance@aol.com


Tammy Callahan	Vice President			


Michele Monson	Polar Bears			monson@voyager.net


Terry Matthews		Vice President			slick@ic.net


Torri Crummel		Michigan Devils		


Ann Dobija		President			adobija@visteon.com


Darleen Darvill		Lady Rebels			ddarville@hotmail.com


Valerie Pomajba	Windsor Rush			vpomajba@tenaxgroup.com


Shelly Crundwell	AA Iron Maidens		scrundwe@umich.edu





The meeting was brought to order at 6:45 p.m.


 


Format of meetings:  Team representatives are requested to come to meetings prepared to make decisions and represent their teams.  They are expected to work at distributing information effectively to their team members and coaches.





Minutes from July meeting:  Dawn Letwin moved, Sandy Young seconded the approval of previous minutes.  Minutes were approved as written.





Address Information:  President Ann Dobija urged all teams to provide an email contact address for sending minutes and notices.   Teams who want mailed information must provide a self-addressed, stamped envelope to Jan BenDor. The teams were asked to review a preliminary League Address Directory for validity.  Those teams who have not yet provided information (i.e. addresses/emails for manager's, team alternate's or coach's) were asked to either fill out a form or send the information to Ann Dobija ASAP via web site at adobija@visteon.com.  The goal is to publish the MSHL Address Directory for the next meeting and to place it on the web site.





Teams registered with the League:   The President presented a list of teams which have paid their League membership fees.  A couple of checks did not clear, but the Treasurer has resolved these. Teams who have yet to turn in their $150 registration fee were reminded to do so by September 1st.  Checks can be mailed to the Treasurer at: 





Michelle Monson 					


2953 Foxfire						


Milford, Michigan  48380-4480-53			


H:  248/ 685-9306





Team Openings:  The President presented a list of teams seeking players, to which she is providing multiple referrals for players who call for team openings.  Teams were again instructed to fill out a form if they need additional players.





Michigan Amateur Hockey Association:  Sue McDowell provided packets for each team to register with MAHA.  She is the Registrar for Senior Women, for purposes of tournaments.  The purpose of the new procedure is to avoid IMRs and put all players on a single database.  Players should fill out the MAHA registration sheet or use any pre-printed IMRs already received and signed.  The team manager should fill out the Senior team registration form with the exact team name that USA Hockey and MAHA will use.  “Team rep” is whoever will serve as MAHA contact and receive news.  Multi-part team application form is same as previously, and is the place to put down coaches' names.





Sue wants ONE CHECK to include $25 for the team, $22 per player and $22 per coach IF THE COACH IS NOT ALREADY REGISTERED AS A PLAYER.  (Such a coach does not need double insurance coverage.)  No fee is required for a non-playing manager.


Last year's USA Hockey waiver of liability is ok to use and player's signed forms must be held; consent to treat is highly recommended. 





MAHA will send a laser-formatted roster, which every player must sign.  The old multi-part roster is not needed.  Every team is urged to complete the process by September 30th.  However, new players can be added after that date, and on  receipt of a new player form, MAHA will generate and mail the team an updated team roster.  (September 30 is the deadline for a team planning to play in the State tournament.  There will be a separate deadline for the Ruicci Cup in March.)  Players who are temporarily disabled or pregnant should be registered in anticipation of their return.  Sue emphasized that if one player is on the ice uninsured, the whole team's registration becomes null and void.  In addition, each goaltender must file an affidavit of certification of her mask.  (Send Sue any questions or notes with the forms.)  The goal of all the changes is to reduce paperwork and duplication, and have only two forms for next year.





League Structure: A list of teams arranged by tentative tier, based on prior requests, was passed around.  Divisions sub-grouped to discuss game scheduling and tier structure.  The divisions established the following preliminary structure (followed by further changes as noted):





Upper Red Line will include:  County Blues, Domino's, Team Michigan Tornado’s,  Metro Blades, Garden City Jets, Windsor Rush, and Lady Bulls.





Lower Red Line will include:  Polar Bears, Lady Blues, Phantoms, Steel Magnolias, and Penalty Box.





Upper Red Line and Lower Red Line Scheduling:  





The Red Line Division voted for the following number of games at the meeting: 


The upper red line will play each other 3 times (18), and will play the lower tier 2 times


(10), for a total of 28 games.


The lower red line will play each other 3 times (12), and will play the upper tier 2 times (14), for a total of 26 games.





After the meeting it was discovered that the lower tier would be playing more games against the upper tier. The President was then contacted.  It was ruled that this is  UNACCEPTABLE and WILL NOT BE ALLOWED, and therefore, the following is being recommended as a schedule:  


The upper Red Line will play each other 3 times (18), and will play the lower tier 1 time


(5), for a total of 23 games.


The lower Red Line will play each other 4 times (16), and will play the upper tier 1 time (7), for a total of 23 games.





Kate Pinhey/Fabienne Worthy will contact the Red Line teams to correct the situation and create a schedule based on the new outcome.  





If any team feels that the number of league games is too low, then they can schedule scrimmages/exhibitions against teams within their own tier, from other tiers or from the City League.  These games will not count as part of the league game schedule.  If anyone


has a concern,  they can contact President  Ann Dobija.





Blue Line:  During the league meeting the Lady Rebels stated that if they could not find enough players they may have to disband and an alternate schedule would have to be agreed upon.   Initially, the Blue Line Division voted for the following tiers and schedule at the league meeting:


 


Upper Blue Line Teams, as initially discussed, would include:  Arctic Storm, Blitz, Cheap Skates, Fury, Ice Dogs, Ice Pack, Nighthawks, and Team Michigan Ice Breakers.





Lower Blue Line Teams would include:  Flash, Iron Maidens, Lady Rebels, and Team Michigan Thunderblades.





Upper Blue Line and Lower Blue Line Scheduling, as initially discussed:


The upper Blue Line will play each other 3 times (21), and will play the lower tier 1 time


(4), for a total of 25 games.


The lower Blue Line will play each other 4 times (12), and will play the upper tier 1 time (8), for a total of 20 games.





After the meeting, the Lady Rebels requested to be moved to the upper tier based on further team discussions and based on seven people responding with an interest to join their team.  Darleen contacted each team with the request and the teams were receptive, however, another team than wanted to move up now leaving only two teams in the lower tier.  Discussions then began on forming only one tier and why each team believed they should be in the upper tier.  With no end in sight, at this point the Board intervened to resolve the issue.





First, the Board would like to commend the Blue Line Division for their efforts to put a structure in place.  This division by far is the most difficult to structure as it has the widest range of experience and skill levels.   It is also very difficult when six teams (Lady Rebels, Blitz, Cheap Skates, Ice Pack, Ice Dogs and TM Ice Breakers) believe that they are at the same competitive level.      





The Board finds that it is UNACCEPTABLE to form only one tier being the other two divisions are already in line with a two tier format.  The idea of having two tiers in each division provides this league with the opportunity for growth and a more realistic placement of teams now and more importantly, in the future.  (The decision to place the current Goal Line Division teams all in the upper tier was based on the fact that they have 7 or 8 teams who are somewhat closely competitive.  In addition, a  Lower Goal Line tier is still available to promote and provide for growth opportunities.)





The suggestion to move teams up from the Goal Line division is not an option.  The Goal Line teams now feel they have a competitive and fun atmosphere in which to play hockey, and to suggest moving up teams would not only be unfair but would shatter that balance. 





With all this in mind, it is the Board’s decision to resolve the structuring issue based on the fairest mechanism we have -- last year's league standings.  Teams will be placed according to the position they earned last year in the league standings, which were:





The Fury		43 points


Lady Rebels 		38 points


Nighthawks		34 points


Arctic Storm		28 points


Ice Dogs		27 points


Ice Pack		25 points


Hot Ice 		22 points


Thunderblades		15 points


Flash			7 points


Iron Maidens		3 points


 


Additional factors that were taken into account:  The Board feels that it is in the best interest of this league for new teams to be given the opportunity to  prove themselves within the division of their choice by placing them within the lower tier first.





The Board feels that the Team Michigan Ice Breakers should not be placed in the upper tier based on the fact that this is their first year in the Blue Line division, so asking them to step up two tiers  would be extremely unfair.    





The Cheap Skates are a newly formed team with the “most experienced” players from Hot Ice and the Flash.  Keeping in mind who ranked where within the league standings, these teams ranked 7th and 9th, respectively, which automatically places them within the lower tier.  The Board feels that although combining the “most experienced” from two teams may be beneficial, it does not necessarily mean that the newly formed team will be stronger or more skilled.  





The Blitz are a newly formed team that consists of half Pond Rockets from the Goal Line Division and half  players who either have not played in this league (but skated elsewhere for a few years at an undetermined skill level) and one or two Red Line division players.  The Board feels that the best alternative is to place them in the lower tier as well.





Based on the standings the tiers will consist of the following:


Upper Blue Line Teams will include: Arctic Storm, Fury, Ice Dogs, Ice Pack, Lady Rebels, and Nighthawks. 


Lower Blue Line Teams will include: Blitz, Cheap Skates, Flash, T M Ice Breakers, Iron Maidens, , and Thunderblades.





Upper Blue Line and Lower Blue Line Scheduling:


The upper Blue Line will play each other 3 times (15), and will play the lower tier 1 time


(6), for a total of 21 games.





The lower Blue Line will play each other 3 times (15), and will play the lower tier 1 time


(6), for a total of 21 games.





The Board feels that this new structure not only keeps this division in line with the other two divisions but it also provides a competitive game schedule in both tiers.   Please remember that 6 of 21 games will be played against people in the other tier and if you take a closer look at the teams themselves it provides not only a good but also fair mix among the teams.  





As with the Red Line division, if any team feels that the number of league games is too few, then they can schedule scrimmages/exhibitions against teams within their own tier, from other tiers or from the City League.  These games will not count as part of the league game schedule.  


 


All team representatives can contact Ann Dobija ASAP at H-(724) 281-1672, W-(313) 390-9597 or email adobija@visteon.com, with concerns. Otherwise a schedule will be devised based on the new format.








Upper Goal Line Teams will include: Capital Crush, Flames, Freeze, Herricanes, Michigan Devils, Pond Rockets, Predators, and Team Extreme. 





Goal Line Scheduling:


The Goal Line will play each other 3 times (21), for a total of 21 games.





Schedulers:   Donna Hanson is scheduling for Goal Line, Darleen Darvill for Blue Line, and Fabienne Worthy and Kate Pinhey for Red Line.





By-Laws:  


Proposal to remove the “Corresponding Secretary” as a separate office:  vote was


      unanimous to remove the office.  


Proposal to remove the 8 penalty accumulation rule:  passed with majority to drop


      the rule (22 for, 6 against, no abstentions).


Proposal on Ethics Committee revision: decision was eliminate special committee and present complaints to directly to the Board (passed with 30 votes in favor).


Age Minimum Change from age 20:  Discussion ensued on issue of who should


      promote senior women's hockey.  A majority voted to leave the status quo at age 20.


A representative from the Red Line was solicited to write a by-law proposal about advance notice of game cancellations, to solve a problem from last year.  Donna Hocko and Kate Pinhey volunteered to present the proposal at the next league meeting.





Financial News (Michele):  The League has $7,000 in the bank.  She will have more to report after all team checks are in.  Michele will give an update at the next meeting.





MSHL Web Site:  Update postponed until next meeting.





Ruicci Cup:	Discussion postponed until next meeting.





Charity Fundraisers for League Members:  Next Tuesday, August 31, 6:30 p.m. 


at Patty Schoff's house.  The purpose is to help members who are ill.  Call Patty at 


734/ 542-1137 or email her at pschoff@ta-research.com if you can attend and need directions.  Support of this effort is highly requested.  This will be the last attempt to organize a fundraiser if the lack of interest continues.    





The league heard the sad news that Kim Springfield (from the Ice Dogs/Goaldiggers) recently lost her fight against liver cancer.  Dawn Letwin asked each team to look into their video tape archives so a copy of footage can be created and given to Kim's husband Scott and her two children (3 and 5 months of age) as a memorial to her.  Please contact Dawn at 248/ 338-4561 if you can contribute.





Items of Interest:	


Team Michigan has ice for sale at Fraser--contact Mike Williams 313/ 872-3781.


There is a Women's Tournament in Chicago, 2/18-20, '00.  Fee includes tickets to 


      Red Wings vs. Black Hawks game that weekend.  Call for Toronto tournament dates 


      at Maple Gardens.  Phone number is 1-888-PUCKUSA.  Speak to Matt or Daryl.  





Next  Meeting: Thursday, Sept. 23, 1999, 6:30 p.m., Farmington Hills Ice Arena. 





Meeting Adjourned:  Motion to adjourn made by Donna Hocko, seconded by Stephanie


Henkel, meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m.





Respectfully Submitted,





Jan BenDor, Recording Secretary
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