MSWHL

Board Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, January 6, 2009

Motion to start at 7:06 p.m. (McDowell, Sirola)

Financial report: Joanne Lukasik, Treasurer

N o change from last time (see December minutes). Only other expenses are the meeting room. No expenses yet for Ruicci Cup.

New Business: 
1. Lady Wings complaints - formal complaints submitted. There is a concern for players getting hurt when playing the Lady Wings players and the overall conduct of the team.  Ann went back over the Fall history with the Lady Wings being put into Rec I  and the process of the movement of the team to Int II. Ann read the complaints for the Lady Wings. 

a. Ladywings vs. Wildcats – Ladywings version of the game conflicts with the official score sheet. Unfortunately, no Wildcat team members present. Score sheet lists a #23 goal scorer (Lady Wings say that’s #28). Game ended with multiple penalties – 5 for the Lady Wings and 1 for the Wildcats. Lady Wing’s version is that that should have been 2 players on each team and that’s what sat in the penalty box. The last two penalties listed on the score sheet should have been for the Wildcats, not the Lady Wings as listed.  Board discussed the difficulty of not having the official score sheet accurately reflecting the game that occurred. 

b. Flyers complaints (several players) vs. Ladywings – rougher, intense play, immature language, and unsportsmanlike conduct of the coaches are the concerns.  Flyer representatives spoke about the attitude/maturity issue that they encountered in the game. 

General consensus is that the professional demeanor of a better skilled player should emphasize sportsmanship and good recreational play. The Ladywings acknowledged that they hadn’t heard this directly as individual players. The Board repeated that, unfortunately, we’ve been here before and had hoped that it would be resolved and we’re spending too much time on this issue. We have been trying to address this as a team issue rather than requesting that individual players move to other divisions. 

Some discussion about the divisions themselves and what skill level (or specific defined level, e.g., College, College Club, youth AAAA, youth B, etc. ) belongs in what division.  Note that the by-laws don’t have any specific designation about Int I/Int II in this regard.

The Board repeated that the talent that the Ladywings have should outweigh the need for them to be perceived as immature. The Board wants the whole team to understand how serious this is in that we’ve felt like we’ve gone out of our way to accommodate this particular team.  Anna Valk spoke for the team that this entire meeting has been an invaluable lesson. Now the whole team has heard the issues. 

Board still needs to discuss this issue to make sure we’re okay with the placement and to determine if there will be any additional actions taken.  

2. Goalie Subs:  Reminder that the MSWHL rule reads that a “borrowed” goalie cannot be used for more than 25% of its games. 

Stix team has resolved its issue getting a replacement goalie. 

Black Beauty has a goalie that is now pregnant. They will submit a formal waiver. The Board automatically approved the team using a sub-goalie through1/11/09 if needed. (Their next game is after this so they should be okay.)  Waiver will be reviewed, but this issue should be approved.

3. Goody 2 Shoes – approval for Gwen Doty to participate on their team.  She cannot participate in Ruicci Cup (put on roster after 12/31/08).  

Old Business:

1. Mercy rule modification -  this was discussed at the December meeting and new rule has been distributed to the teams posted on the website.  Please make sure this rule is re-written on your score sheets and make sure the new rule is available for the scorekeepers. 

2. 2nd half schedule update -  Ann has everyone’s schedule and they are posted on the website. 

3. Team roster updates (web site) – reminder that the league must know if a player has been added AND if a player has been deleted. Player credential forms have to be submitted when a player is added. 

4. Score sheet submission – Reminder: within 7 days original has to be to the statistician, forfeits will be enforced.
5. Add on reminder – see notes about roster update (above). Send to Ann Dobija along with jersey numbers to update team page.

6. Stats reminder - 1st week of every month

7. Standings Update – are dependent on the statistics being in on time. We are behind for Intermediate I, Intermediate II and Rec II (Congrats Advanced and Rec 1!!)

8. Ruicci Cup

a. Intent letter – out to teams 1/5/09

b. Entry form – out to teams 1/5/09

c. Advertisements – will do same program as was done last year 

d. Other updates (refs, merchandise, etc.) – Merchandise for sale with league logos will be similar to last year. Pricing out wind shirts as something different. Considerations for prizes for the winning teams – logo’d golf umbrellas, logo’d fleece blankets?  Pricing should be the same as last year. Photographer and T-shirt sales vendors need to be contacted – Carol working on. Michelle will get busy with silent auction. 

e. Issue of can a team withdraw after putting in their application? Teams can withdraw before 2/15/09. After that there will be no refunds but withdrawals will be considered on an individual basis. 

f. Referees – There has been a proposal put forward by a referee scheduler (who has scheduled Livonia teams) to coordinate the referees for the Ruicci Cup. Their suggestion is to use more female officials. Greg Mossoian has done this before for us. The referee putting forward the proposal is not one that is known at Eddie Edgar. It would be great to have more female officials, but not at the expense of quality officials. Board feels that we should stick with Greg and Carol will contact him re:Ruicci Cup. This is what we’ll do for this year. Referees who want to take this on in the future should put forward a more formal proposal to the Board.  Carol will give Greg Janine and Robin’s names for consideration.

9. MAHA updates – some discussion about the  proposed USAH  rule change  on the definition of a season.  MAHA meeting is coming up in January but there wasn’t much there that affects senior women. USAH meeting is also coming up later in January. There will be continue discussion about where does it fall – under youth/girls or under Adult? Last weekend in February at Taylor will be the Senior B division state playoff. 

Motion to adjourn at 9:15 pm (Mason, Lukasik)

Attendees: Ann Dobija, Joanne Lukasik, Carrie Sirola, Sue McDowell, Lisa Mello, Carol Schwanger, Michelle Munson (Polar Bears),  Lissa Westerman (Flyers), Toby Ott (Flyers), Anna Valk (Lady Wings), Melissa Hedgcock (Lady Wings), Lynne Edgar (Lady Wings),  Barbara O’Leary (Lady Wings), Renea Teasdale (Lade Wings), Marcia Bolliard (Renegades), Katie Gee (3 Star Truckers), Sarah Mason (Flyer), Rhiannon Gajecki (Black Beauty), Sue Soborowksi (Flyers), Alyssa Purcell (Lady Wings)

