2011-2012 Cottage Grove Hockey Association

General Membership Minutes:

September 12, 2011

Meeting called to order.   Board members present: Adam Palodichuk, Mike DeVaan, Dan Severson, Jim Anderson and Teige Cahill
Approval of August 1st Minutes:  Adam Palodichuk made a motion to approve minutes as written.   Jim Anderson seconded the motion, motion carried  

No agenda for tonight’s meeting since there are no Director reports and the season has not started

Member Attendance:  A total of 43 members attended the September meeting.
CGHA President:  Dan Severson went over the changes happening in CGHA with player’s fees, new Player Development Committee (PDC).  
Dan explained that there will no longer be team checking accounts.  CGAA discourages individual checking accounts.

Dan stated that CGHA had a need to move player development to a separate committee.  The CGHA Board approved Steve Morse to be the CGHA Hockey Director.  Dan went into detail about Steve’s role as Hockey Director.

CGHA Hockey Director:  Steve Morse explained the PDC’s role in CGHA.  The PDC will use some high school coaches (East Ridge and Park) on the committee.  The PDC will run all travelling team clinics and will use coaching applicants to run clinics as part of the interview process.  
Steve stated that coach’s interviews would be held in mid-September with decisions being made after clinics are done.  
Steve went over the tryout/team selection process that the PDC will employ this season.  The CGHA Handbook will be tweaked.  There will be 2 hours of evaluations and 2 hours with coaches.  The CGHA Handbook states that the A Coach will pick the team.  The new process will include the A Coach picking their team with out seeing the evaluation scores.  The PDC is striving for good hockey decisions.

Steve stated that scrimmages have not been planned for tryouts.
Steve Morse explained who was on the PDC:   Steve Morse, Jay Moser, Doug Keys and Brice Hill.  Adam Palodichuk is the CGHA Board liaison.
The PDC is looking at the Mite/U8 structure.  The PDC is taking a look at the past years to see what has worked and what hasn’t worked.
Several questions were fielded for Steve
CGHA President:  Dan Severson explained that the CGHA Board is taking themselves out of the tryout process as the ODC is most qualified.
Dan stated that the CGHA Board is working with the PDC to make hockey better.

Dan also explained that since the PDC is not elected, the CGHA Board will work out a process for filling and making changes to the PDC.

Steve Morse that when the PDC cannot answer a question, they will not make up an answer, they will fully investigate and come back with an answer.

Special Election:  Dan stated that the A/B position already had a nomination in Jeff Fye.  No other nominations were presented.

C Director:  Tom Scollick was nominated by Brian Morris, seconded by Adam Palodichuk.  Tom accepted the nomination.
Each nominee had their chance to introduce themselves to the membership.
Dan Severson motioned that since nobody was running against each nominee, there was no need for a ballot.  Adam Palodichuk seconded.

Committee Reports:
District 8 Rep: Jackie Norbury

· Jackie went over the District 8 meeting that took place in August

· The Metro League is discussing re-organizing into 4 levels from the current 3 levels to improve the competition level for all the boys. This may involve re-naming the U16 level
· There will be a Squirt-A preview on November 5 at Cottage Grove Arena, and all District 8 teams must participate, there will be more information at the scheduling meeting
· Referee clinics are up and running, see the USA Hockey site for more information
· All District 8 coaches will need to participate in at least some training this season, USA Hockey is offering on-line training modules for all levels. The cost is $10 for each module, and at least one module must be completed by 31-Dec 2011
· Coaching certification cards will no longer be issued, and referee will no longer be checking for cards
· MN Hockey is again offering a Recreational League this year for 15U and 12U. Teams are Co-ed, the season runs from early Dec until mid-March, and the cost is $290
· USA Hockey launched a Welcome Back Week, Oct 10-16, 2011. Associations are asked to reach out to each and every player who skated last season and did not register for this season
· League Dates:  Bantam A/B, Pee Wee A/B, Girls 12U A/B from Nov 14 to Feb 11  Girls 14U A from Nov 21 to Feb 11  Bantam B2/C, Peewee B2/C, Squirt A/B, and Girls 10U A/B from Nov 28 to Mar 3

            Jr Gold B from Dec 5 to Feb 19
· Playoff Dates:  Bantam A/B, Pee Wee A/B, Girls 12U A/B, and Girls 14U A from Feb 19 to 26  Jr Gold B from Feb 26 to Mar 4  Bantam B2/C, Peewee B2/C, Squirt A/B, and Girls 10U A/B from Mar 11 to 18

Hockey Fest/Fundraising:  Courtney Pierre  & Diane Janske

· First meeting was 9/11
· Looking to have Butter Braids kick off on 11/3/11
· Because of time, Hockey Fest committee is setting a goal of $50k profits this year
· Courtney asked the membership for more ideas to help raise more funds
· Looking to get several big businesses for sponsorships
· The fundraising committee feels that doing a big ticket raffle this year would not be possible.  Targeting next year for this.
Tournament Manager:  Open position

· No report

Equipment Manager:  Bryan Boreen

· No report/not present

Green Line Editor: Open Position

· No report

General Membership Concerns / Discussion:  
· Q: What happens if teams are made and too many players have same numbers?
A:  Dan explained that seniority, age an possibly a coin flip will be use to determine who gets number.  Conflicts will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.  CGHA has a large number of extra jerseys.

· Q:  What is the delay with determining the level for PeeWee?
A:  Adam stated that the PDC recommended having 1 A, 1 B1, 2 B2’s and 1 C team this season.  Registration is down, we were waiting for more to make determination.

· Q:  Is registration down this year?

A:  Dan said yes; CGHA registration is down.  CGHA Board members have reached out to players that played last year who were not signed up this year.

· Q:  Are the try-out dates out?

A:  No, they will be done by the end of September.

· Dan explained that CGHA will have a hockey kick-off instead of a soft start.  The idea is to give the travelling players more ice time before try-outs.

· Q:  How many hours of try-outs?

A:  4 hours; 2 hours of evaluations and 2 hours of scrimmages  
· Adam stated that the West rink will not be open until 10/1/11.  He explained that he was trying to be creative with ice time and looking at extra ice time for Mites/U8’s.
Motion to adjourn made by Adam Palodichuk.  Second by Jim Anderson.  Meeting Adjourned

1

