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Hockey was family sport for student 

Waukesha West senior who died in crash was to graduate Saturday

By MELISSA WITTIG
mwittig@journalsentinel.com
Justine Pellmann so admired her two older brothers' love of ice hockey that it inspired her to strap on skates at the tender age of 3.

Pellmann, 18, the youngest of five children, played most recently as a defensive player for the Wisconsin Wild U19 AAA hockey team for girls during her junior and senior years at Waukesha West High School.

Her loved for hockey was so deep that the hockey community became like another family. 

Her hockey coaches gathered at the Pellmann home Thursday to comfort the family over the loss of the young athlete.

Pellmann was killed Wednesday morning after the car she was driving crossed the center line on Oakdale Road and struck a pickup truck while she was on her way to school.

Pellmann was to graduate on Saturday.

"Our hockey community is wide and vast," her mother, Christine Pellmann, said. "She is a daughter to so many more than just us. She was (the coaches') daughter. They loved her that much."

According to her mother, Pellmann was active in many sports. She was manager of the cross country team and was a disc thrower in track and field.

Fatigue, her mother said, made her skip track her senior year.

According to the 2004-'05 Waukesha West yearbook, Pellmann also was a member of Distributive Education Club of America, Fellowship of Christian Athletes and Senior Board and did peer tutoring. 

Pellmann spent four days a week as a teacher's aide at Rose Glen Elementary School for second- and third-grade classes, her mother said.

Mark Tomchek, her youth hockey coach, said he was distraught at the loss.

"She had the whole world going for her," he said.

"She was one of the finest players I've ever coached," Tomchek said. "I loved having her on my team. She had the energy to come out and play every game."

Christine Pellmann said her daughter "had a rich and fun, exciting life."

When Pellmann was not busy with her extracurricular activities, she spent time with friends.

"Her friends were her core and universe of her life," her mother said.

Pellmann had planned to spend her last summer before college with her friends. 

She planned to attend Elmira College in Elmira, N.Y. 

She had earned a grant that paid half of her tuition and planned to continue her hockey career at the college. 

Graduation ceremony

Pellmann's brother Kenneth plans to accept her diploma Saturday. Flowers will be left on her vacant chair. 

Her family intends to celebrate by attending other graduation parties of family and friends.

A memorial fund has been established in Pellmann's name at Waukesha State Bank. The money will be used to create scholarships for the Wisconsin Wild Hockey seniors. 

In addition to her mother and brother, survivors include her father, Lance, and siblings Melissa Hilbert, Eric Skrepenski and Emily Pellmann.

Visitation beginning at 3 p.m. Saturday will be followed by an 8 p.m. memorial service at Church and Chapel Funeral Home, 380 Blue Mound Road, Waukesha.
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