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PASTOR DAN
POFFENBERGER

Greetings to you as we turn the 
calendar over to another year – hard 
to believe! I hope that your Christmas 
celebrations are life-giving and 
full of renewal, peace and joy. The 
centerpiece of our Christmas message 
this year is that Jesus was born into 
a hungry world – hungry for life, 
hope, justice, community, healing, 
abundance and joy. 

What I appreciate most about the 
Christmas story and the story of 
Jesus is that God becomes incarnate 
– a person, in time and space. Jesus 
breathes the same air as you and me, 
walks the same ground, has the same 
emotions, joys and struggles – and the 
same life and death. 

I read a comment recently that I 
have come to appreciate, and it went 
something like this, “That God, 
through the presence of Jesus, has 
declared that he pursues us with love; 
he identifies with our reality; and he 
offers us new life through a sacrificial 
love.” This is true for you, for me, and 
for all people. This happens through 
Jesus’ birth into a hungry world.

Into this same world you and I are 
given birth in our baptisms. We, too, 
are called to be a faithful presence 
in this world. In this, we imitate 
God’s strategy. We are to pursue the 
well-being of all people (“Love your 
neighbor as yourself”). We identify 
with all people, calling strangers and 

family “brother and sister,” and we 
see their needs as our own; we direct 
our lives toward the flourishing of all 
people through a sacrificial love. 

Each of us is given a unique set of 
talents, abilities and passions. We take 
who we are and seek to be a faithful 
presence right where we are; we don’t 
need to find a more “sacred” arena 
or a more “holy” calling. The sacred 

and the holy are right where you are, 
wherever you are. 

We are all called to act. Not to wait for 
some magic legislation, or some huge 
cultural shift to re-make the world. We 
take up our calling to be God’s faithful 
presence in the world, and we go to 
work. Sometimes loudly, often times 
quietly, but we act faithfully right 
where we are. 

In every interaction with every person be a  
faithful presence. In your work, in your community, 

and in your home, see people as worthy  
of your attention and care, identify with people  

and their needs and joys, and direct your energy  
and talent toward the flourishing of all people. 

In the new year see yourself as being 
sent by God to be a faithful presence 
in the world. In every interaction with 
every person be a faithful presence. In 
your work, in your community, and 
in your home, see people as worthy of 
your attention and care, identify with 
people and their needs and joys, and 
direct your energy and talent toward 
the flourishing of all people. 

In this way of living, we join with the 
work of Jesus as a faithful presence in 
the world that God so loves.  
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G R a t i t u d E 
& g e N e R O S i T y

Gener  us
for Trinity
HeartS

A wonderful legacy gift is to model 
gratitude and generosity so that 
children will grow to become 
grateful and generous adults. An 
even more significant gift is to help 
them bring forth the generosity 
from within their own heart 
and realize that they can make a 
difference in the world right now. 

Created in the image of our loving 
and generous God, children are 
naturally generous. It’s so common 
to watch these precious little ones 
picking dandelions for Mommy 
or sharing a bite of their cookie 
with Daddy--absolutely delighted 
by giving. As children grow and 
experience the world, they are 
easily attracted to and distracted by 
“stuff” and their natural generosity 
can become buried under piles 
of messages about acquiring and 
accumulating.

The same is true for adults. We have 
just celebrated Thanksgiving with 
renewed gratitude for faith, family, 
food, friends. This joy takes us right 
into the Christmas season and we 
respond by giving, sharing, helping 
more than we do at any other 
time of the year—until we again 
succumb to the attractions and 
distractions of more stuff.

Generosity knows no age limits. 
Here are some ideas for how you 
and your children, grandchildren, 
nieces or nephews can experience 
together the joy of generous living:

•	 Choose	and	wrap	presents	for	a	
child or a family through many 
outreach projects including 
Trinity’s Angel Tree, Operation 
Christmas Child, Toys for Tots, 
St. Croix Valley Holiday Bureau 
(www.communitythreadmn.org).

•	 Look	at	Lutheran	World	Relief’s	
unique gift opportunities and 
honor a grandparent, cousin, 
teacher, or friend with a gift of 
critters, school supplies or toys 
for children, emergency help, 
water, education, supplies for 
farmers (www.lwr.org). Same 
opportunities through Heifer 
International (www.heifer.org).

•	 Give	your	time	to	support	the	
Food Shelf, Meals on Wheels, 
JESUS Delivers, Kids Against 
Hunger.

•	 Pack	bag	lunches	for	the	
homeless.

•	 Use	your	artistic	talents	to	
surprise a salesclerk, postal 
worker, health care provider, 
or neighbor with a beautiful 
gratitude card.

•	 Read	books	that	inspire	generous	
living: 101 simple & thoughtful 
ways to give this Christmas 
away by Matthew West, (a great 
book for families), Gifts of the 
Heart by Karen Boes Oman and 
Marilyn Brown (a very special 
book for grandparents to give to 
their grandchildren).

Our gratitude can change the 
way we live and the way we give, 
moving us to generosity which 
leads to an abundant life.

Thank you to all who 
have pledged their 
financial support for 
2011. We welcome 
pledges at any time. 
Every gift will become 
part of the abundant 
grace of God at work 
in the world. Every 
giver will reflect God’s 
light and God’s love 
for the world.



Building your Personal 
Theology: GOD
Tue., Jan. 25, Feb. 1, 8, 15 
9:30-11:30 a.m. OR 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Trinity Garden Room; Cost: $30
From a pocket knife in the past to an 
iPhone	today,	we	all	have	ordinary,	
everyday, dependable things that 
make our lives better. Having a 
good, workable theology is also one 
of those things. Come put together 
the pieces of your theology. Through 
conversation, creative reflection 
and connection to God, join us in 
building your personal theology. 
*This class is the prerequisite for all other 
classes in the Building your Personal Theology 
series.  
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson,  
Pastor Dan Poffenberger, Anna King

building your  personal 
theology
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the theology project

Nancy & Aric Okerman

“An extraordinary 
experience in clarifying 
a workable personal 
theology.”

“I feel more free to admit 
that I have doubts and 

other answers to the  
big questions!”

“Thank you! This process 
helped me find words to 
focus my theology at this 
point in my journey.”

“My perspective is different 
now—I can articulate and 

give form to feelings that 
needed to be examined. 

Truly a growth experience.”

“Thank you. This opened 
a door to my soul.”

“This program provided 
the vehicle to examine my 

beliefs and put them into 
writing.”

What people are  
saying about  
Building your  

Personal Theology  
classes

The Theology Project is an interactive and participatory process that engages the whole 
congregation in the work of building our congregational theology. The project also 
includes a series of classes in which people are building their personal theologies in 

conversation with one another.

Building your Personal 
Theology: JESUS
Tue., Mar. 22, 29, Apr. 5, 12, 19 
9:30-11:30 a.m. OR 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Trinity Garden Room; Cost $30
Christian faith is centered in Jesus. 
Reflecting	on	the	person	and	
meaning of Jesus is what makes 
Christian theology distinct from 
other theologies and world views.  
What was Jesus all about? How 
did Jesus save people? What did 
Jesus teach? What happened at the 
end of Jesus’ life? What does all of 
this mean for us today? Come put 
together the pieces of your theology 
about Jesus through conversation, 
creative reflection and connection  
to God.
*Completion of Building your Personal 
Theology: GOD is a prerequisite for 
participation in this class.  
Led by Jody Thone, Pastor Siri 
Erickson
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During the months of May – October 2010, over 
100 people participated in small group and online 
conversations about Trinity’s God statement.  
Thank-you to all who participated in these rich and 
meaningful conversations! Based on the excellent ideas 
and	suggestions	from	participants,	the	Theology	Project	
Leadership Team made some changes to the God 
statement. What follows is the revised God statement 
as it will now appear on Trinity’s website and be used 
through the life of the congregation.

1. God reveals.

God is real and wants to be in relationship with us. God 
hopes that we experience the vastness and intimacy 
of God. God reveals God’s self to us in many ways, 
including sacred scripture, creation, Jesus, Spirit, one 
another, engaging people’s needs, music, and spiritual 
practices. There is one God who is revealed in a variety 
of ways to people at various times and places. Because 
of our human limitations, God will remain beyond our 
ability to fully comprehend and is more than what we 
describe in words.

2. God creates.

God is the source of all possibility; creation is infinite 
in its variety and complexity. God lovingly called forth 
this creation over billions of years and continues to 
create something new in each moment. God is present 
throughout God’s sacred creation giving all living things 
the ability to evolve. God loves all of creation and gives 
people responsibility to take care of it. Through art, 
science, imagination and innovation, people co-create 
with God to make this world better. 

3. God envisions.

Through scripture we learn that God envisions a world 
of peace, equity and justice. God acts through people to 
bring these intentions into our world. We believe that 
God’s vision for the world becomes ours as we grow 
in awareness of God’s presence in our lives and in the 
world. 

4. God loves. 

God loves everyone unconditionally whether we feel 
distant or close, worthy or unworthy, righteous or 
guilty, certain or doubtful. We know God’s love through 
relationships, life experiences, grace, humor, forgiveness, 
inner peace, joy, service, fun, and encouragement.  

5. God guides.

God guides us in a world that has freedom; people make 
real choices that have real consequences. God is active 
in the world without controlling events or details. God 
doesn’t cause tragedies. God works for good in all 
situations and guides us to bring comfort and peace to 
those who are suffering.

6. God heals.

God’s healing power works through individuals 
and communities to bring transformation, renewal, 
forgiveness and reconciliation to the world. God 
cares for everything from broken hearts to broken 
relationships. God empowers people to break through 
boundaries of separation and to overcome fear that leads 
to divisive -isms: sexism, racism, tribalism, nationalism 
and many others. This healing power moves people from 
despair to hope.

the God statement
This statement about God is what we emphasize in our 

understanding and teaching and, though it is not all we could 
say, is a starting point for great conversations about God.

the theology project
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Parents, Kids & Teens
By Jody Thone, Director of 
ON PURPOSE Ministries
A new national study of 
15-year-olds in three cities across 
the United States has found that teens 
who: 1. Know their deepest passions 
and interests; 2. Have skills and 
confidence that they can influence 
things that matter to them and;  
3. Have relationships that support 
their growth, do better on every 
academic, psychological, social-
emotional and behavioral outcome. 
However, more than one-third of the 
15-year-olds surveyed did not score 
high on any of the three elements and 
only 7% experience high levels of all 
three elements. 
*Note: to see the whole Teen Voice 2010 Report 
please visit https://www.at15.com

Trinity has a vision that each child 
in our community will know their 
unique design, (strengths, passions & 
values) have supportive relationships 
and know that they can make a 
difference in the world. We have 
formed	a	new	On	Purpose	team	
that is focused on this vision. 
Team members include: Amy 
Karlstad, Anna King, Colleen 
Matschi, Bill Kaelin and Jody 
Thone.	Please	let	us	know	if	you	
are interested in joining our team! 

On Purpose  
Book Reviews:

Incredible You:  
10 Ways to Let  
Your Greatness Shine 
Through 
By Wayne Dyer
Recommended and 
reviewed by Anna King 
This fantastic book outlines 

10 practices children can adopt to 
bring out their unique gifts, inspire a 
positive outlook, increase confidence, 
and build a connection to God. The 
language is simple with colorful, 
appealing artwork. Helpful discussion 
questions at the end of the book make 
the 10 practices tangible and specific 
to each child’s life. A great book for 
children ages four and beyond. 

Hooray for You: A 
Celebration of You-ness, 
by	Marianne	Richmond 
(from White Bear Lake)
Recommended and 
reviewed by Amy Karlstad
(Preschool-Grade	2)
In this celebration of the 

individual,	Richmond	encourages	
readers to embrace their unique traits 
and talents. Written in rhyme, the 
text defines “you-ness” as something 
“Quite hard to describe/it’s your style 
of being, your rhythm or vibe./It’s the 
grand sum of you that sets you apart./
Your body and brains plus your spirit 
and heart.” The text bounces along, 
celebrating diverse cultures, different 
physical traits, and individual dreams. 
Scratch-board-like effects add texture 
and interest to the thick, lush paintings 
that resemble whimsical finger paint 
art.

The Dream Giver  
by Bruce Wilkinson
Recommended and reviewed by 
Colleen Matschi – This is an easy, yet 
filling “parable” read about how every 

ordinary, perhaps nobody, 
person can find they’re 
“somebody inside” who has 
an extraordinary dream. 
Everyone, parent or child, 
has a dream in their heart, 
that only they can bring to 
life. I believe every parent 

can benefit their child’s dreams by 
addressing their own. The lightness 
of this book would be a great read for 
teens too.

StrengthsExplorer  
(Age 10-14) 
StrengthsExplorer can 
have a lifelong impact 
on students in late 
elementary and middle 
school. Based on decades 
of research, this program 
helps students discover 
their talents – the ways in which they 
naturally think, feel, and behave – 
giving them the confidence to excel 
in their areas of natural ability. This 
strengths-based model can:
•	 help	students	think	about	their	

talents and how to use them in class 
and in everyday life

•	 encourage	students	to	focus	on	
what they do right, rather than what 
they do wrong

•	 help	students	approach	school	
achievement by thinking about their 
strengths, not their weaknesses

•	 help	students	understand	and	 
appreciate one another’s talents and, 
in doing so, help them build and 
strengthen relationships

StrengthsExplorer Codes are available 
at	Trinity	for	$15;	contact	Diane	Rollie	
at drollie@trinitylc.org

StrengthsQuest 
StrengthsQuest is 
a development and 
engagement program 
designed to help high 
school and college 
students, educators, 
and staff members achieve 
success in academics, career, and life. 
StrengthsQuest gives students and 
educators the opportunity to develop 
strengths by building on their greatest 
talents – the way in which they most 
naturally think, feel, and behave as 
unique individuals. Grounded in 
Positive	Psychology	and	the	Clifton	
StrengthsFinder, StrengthsQuest has 
helped more than 850,000 people at 
600 schools and universities achieve 
academic, career, and personal success.

StrengthsQuest Books and codes are 
available at Trinity for $15 (assessment 
code), (book with assessment code) $25. 
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Kent & Deb Charpentier
Both Kent and Deb are recently retired – Kent was an attorney with Koll, Morrison, Charpentier 

and Hagstrom; Deb was a first grade teacher in White Bear Lake schools. While teaching, Deb 
was exposed to the Clifton Strengths Finder and learned her top five strengths are: responsibility, 

harmony, focus, achiever and consistency. When Kent learned we use that tool at Trinity, 
he decided it was time to use the book Deb purchased for him and his top five are: context, 

restorative, relator, consistency and achiever. The Charpentiers have plunged right in at Trinity 
and already enjoy participating in Food For Thought and 10 Great Dates to Energize Your 

Marriage. Deb also enjoys volunteering at Valley Outreach Food Shelf and Loaves & Fishes. Kent 
was very involved in an environmental group at their previous church and has some interest in 

something similar here – is anyone interested in joining him? (Contact Julie Jolivette.) 

w e l c O m e  NEw mEmBERs

Kent & Deb 
Charpentier

Steve & Margo 
Liberda

Bill & Christie 
Kowalski

Forty-seven adults and twenty-two children (69 people) 
represent 25 more family units currently in Trinity’s New 
Member process. That means they have met with Julie 
Jolivette, Director of New Member Development, to begin 
creating their “Membership Development Plan.” Each plan 
incorporates On-Purpose, Lifelong Learning, Group/Team, 
and Service/Mission touch points and allows participants 
to individually select what most excites them and fits into 
their lives.  Some complete our process in several months 
while others may take several years. On Trinity’s part, official 
membership is not the goal as much as engagement in 
Trinity’s mission to love, transform and serve. 

If you or someone you know is interested in Trinity 
Membership, information can be found on the website at 
www.trinitylc.org. Complete an online information form or 
contact Julie Jolivette at jjolivette@trinitylc.org or ext. 108 
with questions.

The Cichon family

Bill & Christie Kowalski

Bill is an IT Manager for the 
State of Minnesota, the father 
of three and grandfather of 
four. Currently Christie is 
a self-employed artist, but 
some of you may recognize 
and remember her as a college 
counselor, which was her career 
the first time she belonged 
to Trinity. In her past career, 
Christie administered the Myers-Briggs, so was very 
intrigued	to	learn	that	Trinity	now	has	an	On	Purpose	
Ministry. The Kowalskis attended a Living Your Strengths 
Workshop this fall. Bill (ISTJ) has: deliberative, adaptability, 
individualization, responsibility, maximizer. Christie 
(ENFP)	has:	maximizer,	communication,	individualization,	
woo, and positivity.

Steve & Margo Liberda 
Recently	Steve	took	an	early	retirement	from	3M	and	is	discerning	future	calls	for	his	strengths,	
time and energy. Sixteen years ago when their kids were young, he went with Tom Thiets on 
Mexico Mission trips. Margo is a self-employed consultant who does some traveling with her 
job. The Liberdas enjoy participation in Food For Thought. They are busy members of the 
sandwich generation with aging parents and children with young families who all require their 
help. After receiving the little Lutheran Handbook given them as they joined Trinity, Steve 
emailed, “I really appreciated the book and found myself laughing out loud. This was great, 
mostly truthful, and actually very informative.”

Tim & Sarah Cichon, Isaiah, Lillian, Faith & Grace 
In their everyday life, the Cichons are a busy family of six, 
including children Isaiah (13), Lillian (8), Faith (6), and  
Grace	(4).	Tim	is	a	machinist	with	TCSR	and	participated	in	a	
Trinity Living Your Strengths Workshop. His top five strengths 
are: competition, focus, maximizer, analytical, discipline. Sarah 
is the manager of their family as well as a Confirmation Small 
Group Leader. Together with their children, she volunteers with 
Meals-On-Wheels and Feed My Starving Children, and enjoys 
participating in Hearts of the Home Moms. When the weather 
permits, Tim and Sarah golf together once a week.   
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In the past weeks I have had an 
overwhelming sense of gratitude as I 
have been surrounded with the well 
wishes of the people at Trinity. My 
thanks for Trinity flows from the deep 
well of gratitude for all that Trinity 
has done for me. Trinity has nurtured 
me in the faith through Sunday school 
teachers, youth group leaders, pastors 
and people who embodied the love of 
God for me since I was a young child. 
Life-long relationships were created at 

 
c A R e 
miNistRiEs

wiTh PASTOR kRiS liNNeR

BOdY sPiRit c O N N e c T i O N

The Hebrew word for breath and 
spirit is one and the same: Ruach

The Christmas season can be a bit 
like a hurricane. At the center of 
it, or eye of it, is the birth of Jesus, 
and the calm, sunny presence that 
the embodied spirit of God radiates 
through this human infant form. But 
all the hoopla our society has created 
to honor that event often feels like 
the chaotic forces of the hurricane 
winds swirling us around. We rush 
around from store to store and party 
to party, frantically trying to get it all 
done in time. It may be fun, but it is 
stressful. 

The bad news is that stress is 
damaging on the body because 
it automatically kicks in the 
sympathetic nervous system, 
also known as the “fight or flight 
response” and starts a cascade of 
hormones and physiological changes. 
For real danger and short term needs 
it works beautifully and serves us 
well. But the chronic state of stress, 
where you feel like you are on high 
alert most of the time, causes a toll 
on your whole system. It is estimated 
that over 90% of all doctor’s visits are 
stress-related.

Now for the good news. Just as 
your body has an automatic stress 
response to be used in crisis, it also 
has an automatic relaxation response 
called the parasympathetic nervous 
system. In fact, it is as close as your 
next breath. That’s right. To become 
calm and centered, or the eye of the 
hurricane, just focus your attention 
on your breathing and slow it 
down. That will activate it. Isn’t that 
amazing? And it is free and natural.

If you don’t believe me, or even if 
you do, I invite you to breathe with 
me as you read on. But before you 
go any further, first check in with 
yourself and notice if you feel or 
sense any stress or tension in your 
body. Now we will begin and go 
through the cycle three times.

•	 INHALE	SLOWLY	 
THROUGH	YOUR	NOSE	 
filling up your lungs from the 
bottom on up. Imagine that 
inspiration is your connection to 
God’s spirit and you are breathing 
in love and light. 

•	 PAUSE	at	the	top	on	the	breath	
and	CENTER	your	awareness	
on your body, imagining love and 
light circulating and infusing into 

all the cells of your body.

•	 EXHALE	SLOWLY	through	your	
mouth, letting go of any tension, 
pain, or emotions that you are 
ready to release.

•	 INHALE	the	light	through	your	
nose	and	PAUSE	for	as	long	is	
comfortable	and	center.	EXHALE	
slowly through the mouth letting 
all the stress go.

•	 INHALE	slowly	through	your	
nose and feel or imagine yourself 
filling up with God’s love for you. 
PAUSE	AND	CENTER.	 
EXHALE	through	your	mouth	
any left over tension you want to 
release (repeat as many times and 
as often as you want).

Now how are you feeling? Yea, I 
thought so. You feel better, right? 
Even if you didn’t think you were 
stressed you probably notice a shift 
in your body. 

Next time you find yourself standing 
in line at the mall and the rush of 
Christmas hoopla is all around, turn 
your attention to your next breath 
and be the eye of the hurricane;  
the calm in the mall.
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in the Mall



Trinity. Many of 
Trinity’s members 
are friends that feel 
like family to me. 
It was the people 
of Trinity who long 
ago affirmed my 
gifts which planted 
the seed for my 
call and growth 

as a pastor. Trinity provided financial 
support for my seminary education 
and Trinity surrounded me with love 
and prayers when I was ordained in 
our sanctuary. Twenty-three-years ago 
Trinity sent me out to my first call to 
use the gifts that were nurtured here. 
Never in my wildest dreams could I 
have dreamt that I would return as a 
pastor to the place that has so richly 
blessed my life. Once again, you, the 
people of Trinity, are sending me out to 

new adventures. I go with a life-time of 
gratitude for God’s people at Trinity. 

Thank you for enfolding me in God’s 
love throughout my life. Thank you 
for giving me the privilege of serving as 
your pastor. It has been an honor and a 
delight.

Many people have been asking about 
the new ministry I feel called to. I 
will be working at St. Jude’s Hospice 
in Oakdale as their Bereavement 
Coordinator. St. Jude’s brings 
compassionate care into the homes of 
those suffering a life-limiting or terminal 
illness. They provide care throughout 
10 counties in the metro area. Their 
mission	statement	says,	“Rooted	in	our	
Christian love, we serve all people in the 
midst of loss and vulnerability due to a 
terminal	illness.	Our	“Radical	Loving	
Care” will bring healing to those when 

their hope has changed from a cure to 
comfort.”

St Jude’s Hospice is a relatively new 
program, so as the Bereavement 
Coordinator I will have the opportunity 
to build up the bereavement program. I 
will provide one-to-one grief support, 
offer grief support groups and develop 
classes and resources to support 
the grieving. I am thankful for the 
opportunity to be doing something that 
I have so much passion about. 

I am filled with gratitude for the four 
years of ministry we have shared.  
Thank you!

With love and thanks,

Men’s Winter Getaway
Feb. 24-27 – Leave 1 p.m. Thu.; Return 6 p.m. Sun.
Stay at cabin near Grand Marais. Opportunities to downhill or 
x-country ski & snowshoe; $100 includes lodging, five meals  
(at cabin) and van transportation. Only nine spots are available, so 
register soon online at www.trinitylc.org. Contact Mike Johnson 
with questions at 470-5882 or mjohnson4567@gmail.com

Men: Looking for the small 
victories in life? Want to 
make a connection?
Men’s Kickoff event 
Sat., Feb. 5, Leader: Todd Fultz
Successful entrepreneur, loving 
husband and father, and an avid 
outdoorsman, Trinity member Todd Fultz is stepping 
up to lead a new men’s ministry at Trinity focused on 
helping guys focus on the little victories that get them 
to the big victory of a loving, purposeful life. To learn 
more about Todd, visit his website at www.toddfultz.
com.

About Todd: On June 5, 2008, Todd was severely 
injured in a life-threatening car accident. Today he is 
sharing the lessons from his remarkable recovery in 
his book called The Year of Little Victories.   

Excerpt from Todd’s journal: 
Life comes to a predictable conclusion: we pass. An 
accident like the one I went through convinces you 
of your own mortality. What matters in the end isn’t 
how much money or property or prestige we leave our 
kids: it’s how much love we leave them. The examples 
we set for them in our relationships will serve them 
well or will haunt them during their adult lives. 
Our present day actions echo into eternity. Leave 
them a legacy of love, of hope, of positive thinking, 
of security in who they are. If you’ve done that, 
you’ve done your job.  -Todd Fultz in Your Year of Little 
Victories, copyright 2010. Used with permission.

GLOW Ski Adventure
Feb. 4-6
Join other women for a wintery 
weekend of skiing in Lutsen. We will 
be staying at the beautiful Cedar Cliff 
Retreat,	which	is	located	on	Lake	
Superior less than two miles from the ski lifts at Lutsen Mountains. 
Cost of lodging is only $125 per person for the weekend. A massage 
therapist will be joining us and providing massage services in the 
evening. Lift tickets and ski rental are not included. A daily lift ticket 
is $59. Daily ski package rentals are $31 (or $26 online). Whether you 
are a beginning or advanced skier, or fireplace couch potato, it will be 
a fun weekend filled with friendship, adventure and spiritual renewal. 
Contact Jan Anderson at britishlabradors@me.com with questions. 
Space is limited to 20 women so register soon at www.trinitylc.org.

g R O U P & T e A m miNistRiEs

God Loving Outdoor Women 

God Loving Outdoor Women 

BW version

4-color version

Como Park Conservatory trip
Tue., Jan. 18; freewill donation at Conservatory
AWE beats the winter doldrums with a trip 
to	the	Como	Park	Conservatory.	Cameras	
encouraged. We’ll cap off the morning with 
a	late	lunch	at	The	Good	Earth	in	Roseville.	
Register	online	at	www.trinitylc.org	or	in	 
the Commons.

active women events

9january 2011 • trinity.today.



Food Outreach Distribution
Sat., Dec. 18, 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Help needed from 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
You can help financially and 
physically.  
We need help with:
•	 Set-up	 •	Registration
•	 Hospitality	 •	Distribution
•	 Packing	boxes	 •	Clean-up
•	Guest	assistance
Help for one hour or the entire 
event. We need help financially with 
the cost of ordering specific food 
items such as ground beef, chicken, 
vegetables, or laundry detergent. 
Contact Chuck or Joan Newman at 
chuckjoan.newman@comcast.net or 
436-8609 or Tom Thiets at ext. 146 
or tthiets@trinitylc.org

S e R v e thE wORld
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It is 6:30 a.m., and the sun has 
just risen over a small town 
in Mexico. I awake slowly 
and settle a drowsy gaze upon 
the cracked ceiling of my 
dorm room. My whole body 
feels swollen, sore, and far 
from rejuvenated. Swinging 
gently in my hammock, I 
contemplate the strenuous 
day of work that lies ahead of 
me. I press my palm against 
my forehead as if to somehow 
knead these intrusive thoughts 
from my mind, but I know 
I mustn’t prolong the inevitable. 
Reluctantly,	I	force	myself	to	rise.	
I dress myself with limp, brick-like 
arms. I shove my blistered feet into 
cement-crusted shoes, choosing not 
to check them for lurking insects, but 
lazily reassuring myself that ignorance 
is bliss. 

I am finally ready to go when I ask 
myself, “Why am I here?”

My fellow missionaries and I make 
our way down a dusty road until we 
approach a lifeless, four-walled cement 
structure. We are to build the roof that 
will make this place a home. Thus, we 
grip our shovels and begin the job. We 
assemble powdery piles of gravel and 
Portland	and	sand,	then	add	water,	and	
begin to mix. 

Frantically, we plunge our shovels 
into the very core of the pile, turning 
the cement over and over. Our backs 
begin to ache, and our faces become 
splattered beyond recognition. 
Rocks	fly	vigorously	about,	leaving	
occasional welts on our shins. When 
at last, the cement reaches the perfect, 
sloppy-gray consistency, we send it 
up a ladder in buckets, where it is 
dumped and spread to form the roof.

When the work is finally finished, we 
wait anxiously for the moment when 
we can relax, and run carelessly into 
the ocean. However, we must first 
meet the family that receives the roof 
we’ve built.

This is the defining moment of my trip. 
I approach the family quietly, extending 
a cautious arm for a handshake, but I am 
immediately pulled into a full embrace. 
Never have I met people so eager to 
hug the sweaty, sloppy mess that I am 
after working under the sun for eight 
hours. I am touched by their gratitude 
and filled with an invigorating sense of 
accomplishment.

I smile, and think to myself, “So this is 
why I’m here.” 

I do not receive trophies or medals to 
commemorate my work as a missionary. 
I simply don the bruises and scars that 
have so often made me wonder why 
I choose to endure such a physically 
demanding task. Yet through all of my 

The Impossible is Possible: Thoughts from a Mexico Missionary

questioning, I have finally reached 
my answer. I endure the task of 
mission work because it solidifies 
in me that which is so often lost 
within the confines of everyday 
society: the belief that with hard 
work and perseverance, I can truly 
do anything. I can rise each morning, 
despite sore muscles and fatigue. I 
can embrace a challenge, unafraid to 
immerse myself in the very dirt of 
life. I can mix and build and create 
with any materials placed before me. 

I can, and I will. – Rachel Thiets
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O U T c O m e S  &  D e S i R e S

MISSION
update

What is the desired outcome, or goal 
of our service, or our mission?

I’ve never been one to count or 
calculate the result of our service with 
the world.

I have always left those matters to 
the Holy Spirit. I simply give thanks 
for the opportunity to maybe be 
an instrument playing a small part. 
It’s a blessing to be allowed to walk 
alongside an incredible number of 
wonderful people living out their 
personal journey of faith. I’m forever 
grateful for being invited into a 
moment of prayer and growth with a 
fellow traveler of faith.

I have a rough count on the number of 
homes, schools, churches, and clinics 
roofed in Mexico. I also have a rough 
idea of the number of meals served at 
the Last Sunday Supper and Loaves & 
Fishes dinners over the years as well.

But I’m not tracking it like 
McDonald’s with a sign stating the 
number served. Nor is it part of a 
contractor’s balance sheet tracking 
projects, supplies, cost per unit, and 
bottom	line	results.	Rather	it	is	a	
general number geared more toward 
relishing the relationships developed 
as sponsors, missionaries, and families 
here in the USA and Mexico grow in 
the knowledge that we are all God’s 
children, and that we all have more 
in common then we ever imagined. 
It is in that wave of warmth one feels 
as a hungry child jumps for joy and 
runs back to their table with another 
cookie.

I do not count or track 
accomplishments for recognition 
or reward. I have always told our 
students in Mexico that we don’t write 
our names in the concrete, because 
that’s not the recognition that we 
desire. When the work is done we 
clean our tools, we pray together, 
and we go thank the family for the 
opportunity to work with them on 
their home.

So what do I see as the real outcome of 
our efforts?

I feel that for a lot of people we are 
taking fear off the table, and replacing 
it with hope. Hope brought through 
a meal, a warm knitted cap, or a solid 
roof.

Throughout our lives we all reside 
somewhere along the continuum 
between scarcity and abundance; 
somewhere between fear and 
guilt. Our location on that scale is 
constantly changing as we live out our 
lives.

Some days it may be fear for the 
parent that is not able to provide the 
next meal, clothes, or school 
supply for our child.

Other days it may be guilt 
while holding tight to an 
abundance of resources.

While helping the Form 4 
(seniors) boys who were 
working hard to complete the new 
boy’s dormitory before their last days 
on campus before graduation, I asked 
one young man about his dedication 
and willingness to do such hard work. 
He said “It is not for me. It is for 
my brothers, so that they will have a 
warm place. It’s for the students that 
follow. Our life has more meaning 
while making the impossible possible. 
Many people have told us that we 
would never have more than a cattle 
barn for a sleeping. They have told 
us that we would not do great things 
in our life. Mr. Tom, those people do 
not live where the impossible is made 
possible.”

“Where is that?” I asked.

“In a life with Jesus.” he answered. 
Together that is where we find our 
hope and strength.”

I believe that having a small part in 
bringing hope to world is the desired 
outcome of our efforts to serve in the 
world.

A morning prayer:

Dear Lord,

Thank you for the gift of a new day.

Please grant me enough grace, 
strength, and wisdom for this new 
day.

Grant me the grace to accept help 
when I need it.

Grant me the strength to share 
when I am able.

Grant me the wisdom to determine 
when my needs have been met, and 
to fully understand when enough is 
enough.

Amen. 

Tom Thiets

Director of Missions
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YOuth m i N i S T R i e S

The River Youth Worship
The	River	is	about	experiencing	
Jesus through awesome music, 
genuine friendship and exploring 
relevant issues of  
life and faith. Join us at the 
River, Wednesdays from  
7-8 p.m. Look for the River  
on Facebook!

Upcoming River Worship: 
December	22	–	No	River 
December	29	–	No	River

mexico 
2011

MISSION 

News
Plans	are	well	underway	for	the	2010/2011	school	year.	Each	year	we	try	
to meet the need of families by adjusting class schedules and offerings. The 
updated class schedules and tuition rates will be on the LADC website by 
Dec. 15 at www.ladcfamilies.org, as well as the on-line registration form. 
If you are unable to register on-line, or have any questions, please call the 
LADC Main Office to register by phone at 651-762-7884

Priority	placement	for	LADC	will	be	as	follows:	
Dec. 15 Current LADC families
Jan. 3 Families of LADC-partnered churches  
 who are not currently enrolled. 
Jan. 3 LADC alumni families
Jan. 15 The general public 
The	two	White	Bear	Lake	locations	at	Redeemer	and	First	Lutheran	
Churches are Nationally Accredited through the NAEYC. Trinity and 
Beaver Lake LADC are planning to start the accreditation process in Fall 
of 2011. If you would like more information or to schedule a tour, please 
call the site director, Emily Miller, at 439-7400. We look forward to sharing 
the joy of Jesus with your children!

Jr. High Ski Trip
Jan. 14-16 2011 / $135
Students in Grades 7-9 – It’s time to 
get geared up from head to toe and 
hit the slopes of Spirit Mountain in 
Duluth! Join us for two full days of 
skiing or snowboarding. The cost is 
$135 which includes transportation, 
meals in Duluth and lodging. Students 
should bring extra money for snacks/
food while at Spirit Mountain and 
two fast food stops on the way up 
and home. Sign up for either of these 
trips in the Youth Center or online 
with the overnight permission form. 
Registration deadline is Dec. 21. We 
recommend	signing	up	ASAP	to	save	
your	spot!	Registrations	will	be	taken	
after Dec. 21 as space allows. It is 
going to be an awesome trip so bring 
your friends! Contact Cory with 
questions at ext. 144 or  
cljones@trinitylc.org. 

Mexico Mission 2011: 
All Missionary Meeting
Jan. 2, noon – Garden Room 
$200 commitment & $400 sponsorship 
money due
The senior high Mexico Missionaries 
are in full swing again! Don’t be 
worried when you see a wave of light 
blue t-shirts during church; it’s just 
the student missionaries that will be 
looking for your prayers and financial 
support as they get ready for this 
amazing trip! Important Note: There 
is still room available for more student 
missionaries to come with us! If you 
or someone you know in grades 10-12 
is interested please talk to Cory Jones, 
Tom	Thiets	or	Pastor	TJ	Anderson	at	
439-7400. We wouldn’t want anyone 
to miss out on a life transforming 
experience!      

Jr. High “Chicago Quake”
Jan. 28-30 2011 / $200
Students in Grades 7-9 – join 
hundreds of students from around 
the region for a Youth Encounter 
Quake! Attend a Quake and 
let your faith grow when you 
experience awesome speakers 
(Pastor	TJ),	participate	in	fun	
activities and rock out to Christian 
music. We’ll stay at a hotel minutes 
from downtown Chicago. We’ll 
have great times of worship, small 
groups, games and more! The trip 
cost will include the conference 
fee, housing and transportation. 
For questions or more info contact 
Pastor	TJ	Anderson	or	Cory	Jones	
at 439-7400.  



Thank you parents of 
Wednesday/Sunday  
learning kids
The Children’s Ministry team and 
Shepherds enjoy teaching and 
learning with Trinity’s children 
every week. It was fun to share our 
worship and workshop time with 
moms and dads who were able to 
attend on Dec. 1 and 5 as we kicked 
off	the	Advent	season!	Parents,	you	
are welcome anytime. If you are 
interested and able to assist with 
leading a rotation workshop in the 
future, please contact Children’s 
Ministry Team leader Jody 
Nyenhuis at 439-7400, ext. 138.

During the month of January 
Children’s Ministry will be looking 
at the life of Jesus and learning from 
many different Bible stories found 
in the New Testament.
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ChildREN’s m i N i S T R i e S

Fri., Dec. 17, 4-6:30 p.m.
Grades 3-6 

Trinity’s Lower Level
Inflatables, games, food & tons of fun! 

$5 per person

Inflatables, games, food and tons of fun! 

Email names and number attending to: cmlande@trinitylc.org
Please contact Christine with questions at 439-7400, ext. 125.

X-Mas
X-Tremeto the

Breakfast with 
Angels joy!
What a grand Christmas 
celebration gathering 
of Trinity family and 
friends on Dec. 4. 
Thanks to the many 
volunteers who 
helped to make this 
event successful. A 
special shout out to 
Brittany Anderson for 
coordinating the many 
details and leading this 
event to a SOLD OUT 
status.

NO Wednesday/Sunday 
learning:  

December 22, 26, 29  
& Jan. 2

BIBLEMANIA night
Wed., Jan. 5 
A stand-alone learn-your-way around 
the Bible hour in a fun, fast-paced 
setting. Bring along your favorite 
Bible to work with or bring $10 to 
purchase	a	new	SPARK	Bible.

Do you like to sew? 
Help us make the Mexico Mission 
quilts come to life with your mad 
sewing	skills.	Please	contact	Christine	
Lande at ext. 125 or email her at  
cmlande@trinitylc.org for details on 
how you can be involved in sewing 
the quilt pieces made by Children’s 
Ministry kids.   

A stand-alone 
learn-your-way 

around the Bible hour 

ManiaManiaBible

HOLY
BIBLE

ManiaManiaBible
ManiaManiaBible

A stand-alone 
learn-your-way 

around the Bible hour 

A stand-alone 
learn-your-way 

around the Bible hour 

$Bucks for BEES$
Way to go Children’s 

Ministry! We raised $200 to 
assist our Bomalang’lombe 

Secondary School in Tanzania 
to buy a BEE house or two.



Worship services broadcast on  
Valley Access Channel:

Trinity worship services are broadcast  
at the following times:

Sunday – 11 a.m.
Wednesday – 1 & 7 p.m.
Thursday – 1 & 7 a.m.
Friday – 4 & 10 p.m.
Saturday – 4 & 9 a.m.

Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van is available for the Sunday,  
9 a.m. worship service at Trinity. A 
van ride is available for members or 
non-members lacking other means of 
transportation.	Please	call	the	Church	
Office at 439-7400 between 9 a.m. 
Wednesday and 4 p.m. Thursday to 
reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times for senior residences if you 
have reserved a seat:
 8:15 a.m. – Boutwell’s Landing  
   at the main entrance
	 8:25	a.m.	–	Raymie	Johnson
 8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
 8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
	 8:45	a.m.	–	Rivertown	Commons

Baptized:
•	 Dane Charles Carlson,  

son of Brian & Harmony Carlson
•	 Brooks Davis Clymer,  

son of David & Beth Clymer
•	 Quinten Gerald Weinzirl,  

son of Jason & Jennifer Weinzerl
• Trenton Dale Tukua-Forsell,  

son of Ty Forsell & Tanya Tukua
•	 Grant Louis Gabrielli, son of  

Steven Gabrielli & Kimberly Tastad

14

Publication Number: USPS 509-650
Published once per month by  
Trinity Lutheran Church
115 N. 4th St., Box 339, Stillwater, MN 55082
Editor: Mary Steffl 
Design & Layout: Amy Shalles
Articles for the next Trinity Today (November 
issue) are due Mon., Jan. 3 to begin arriving in 
mailboxes Thu., Jan. 13. 
Office: 651-439-7400; Fax: 651-430-2935  
E-mail: trinitytoday@trinitylc.org  
Trinity Today is also available in full-color for 
download at Trinity’s web site at www.trinitylc.org 
Postmaster: Send address changes to  
Trinity	Lutheran	Church,	PO	Box	339,	 
Stillwater, MN 55082.
© Copyright 2010 Trinity Lutheran Church,  
Stillwater, MN

trinity transportation

trinity.today.

january 2011 • trinity.today.

worship attendance
November 27 & 28 
 5 p.m. ..........107 
9 a.m. .............283
10:30 a.m. ......295

November 20 & 21
 5 p.m. ..........101 
9 a.m. .............189
10:30 a.m. ......201

December 4 & 5
 5 p.m. ..........126 
9 a.m. .............309
10:30 a.m. ......266

December 11 & 12
 5 p.m. . canceled 
9 a.m. .............182
10:30 a.m. ......298

 
worship opportunities

•	Wednesdays, 7 p.m.: The	River	(Gr.	9-12	youth	worship)
• Saturdays, 5 p.m.: Evening Worship, Communion
• Sundays, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship at Trinity, Communion, Nursery
•	 Sundays, 10:30 a.m.: The WALK Contemporary Worship, Communion, 

Nursery

calendar 
Fri., December 17
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 4	p.m.	 X-mas	to	the	Xtreme:	Lower	Level
	 7	p.m.	 Jr.	High	Yule	Bash:	Garden	Rm,	Gym

 Sat., December 18
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon Mtg: Luther Hall
 11 a.m. Second Harvest Food Outreach: Commons
 5 p.m.  Blue	Christmas	WORSHIP:	Worship	Ctr

 Sun., December 19 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION:	Worship	Ctr 
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Level 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION:	Worship	Ctr
 10:30 a.m. Sunday Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Level
	 10:30	a.m.	 Theology–Jesus	Statement:	Living	Rm
 7 p.m. Book Group: Caribou Coffee

Mon., December 20 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(GrK-2):	Gym
	 6:30	p.m.		Tai	Chi:	Garden	Room

Tue., December 21
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 8:30	a.m.	 Women’s	Bible	Study:	Living	Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 1:15	p.m.		Prayer	Group:	Office	Conf.	Rm
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(Gr3-4):	Gym
	 7	p.m.	 the	Walk	Rehearsal:	Worship	Ctr

Wed., December 22 
  No Wed. Learning Programs
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 4:45 p.m. Joyful Noise Choir (Gr.K-2): Worship Ctr
 4:45 p.m. Hosanna Choir (Gr. 3-4): Worship Center
 4:45 p.m. Alleluia Choir (Gr.5-6): Worship Center
	 7	p.m.	 Temple	Choir	Rehearsal:	Worship	Ctr

Thu., December 23 
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 7:30	a.m.	 Contemplative	Practice:	Narthex
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(Gr3-4):	Gym

 Fri., December 24 – Christmas Eve
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 1:30 p.m WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY
	 3	p.m.	 WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY
	 4:30	p.m.	 WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY
	 9	p.m.	 WORSHIP,	COMMUNION
	 10:30	p.m.	 WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

The Trinity Church Office  
and building will be closed  

on Mon., Dec. 27 in 
observance of the  
Christmas holiday. 



15Printed on 10% post-consumer waste paper that meets the Forest Stewardship Council’s (FSC) standards for responsible forest management and responsible use of forest resources.

december 17-january 15
 Sat., December 25 – Christmas Day
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
 8 a.m. Al-Anon: Luther Hall
 10 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION:	Worship	Ctr
  No 5 p.m. Worship

Sun., December 26 
  No Sunday Learning 

 9 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION,	NURSERY
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Caribou Coffee

Mon., December 27 – Office/BuildingClosed 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library

 Tue., December 28
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 8:30	a.m.	 Women’s	Bible	Study:	Living	Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer	Group:	Office	Conf.	Rm
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(Gr3-4):	Gym
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
	 7	p.m.	 the	Walk	Rehearsal:	Worship	Ctr

Wed., December 29 
  No Children/Youth Programs
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 7	p.m.	 Temple	Choir	Rehearsal:	Worship	Ctr

Thu., December 30 
 7 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
	 7:30	a.m.	 Contemplative	Practice:	Narthex
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(Gr3-4):	Gym

Fri., December 31
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library

Sat., January 1  
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION:	Worship	Ctr

Sun., January 2
  No Sunday Learning 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION:	Worship	Ctr 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION:	Worship	Ctr
	 Noon	 Mexico	Mission	’11	Mtg:	Garden	Room
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Caribou Coffee

Mon., January 3 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 2	p.m.	 Second	Harvest	Food	Program:	Croix	Ctr
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(GrK-2):	Gym
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Gym

 Tue., January 4
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 8:30	a.m.	 Women’s	Bible	Study:	Living	Room
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
	 9	a.m.	 Little	Tots	&	Polka	Dots:	Lower	Level
 1 p.m. Martha Circle: home of  
  Marilyn Schmoeckel
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer	Group:	Office	Conf.	Rm
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(Gr.3-4):	Gym
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
	 7	p.m.	 the	WALK	Rehearsal:	Worship	Ctr

 Wed., January 5
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 9:15 a.m. Hearts of the Home Moms
	 4	p.m.	 Confirmation	Band	Rehearsal
 4:45 p.m. Joyful Noise Choir (Gr.K-2): Worship Ctr
 4:45 p.m. Hosanna Choir (Gr. 3-4): Worship Ctr
 4:45 p.m. Alleluia Choir (Gr.5-6): Worship Ctr
 5:30 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Chapel
	 5:30	p.m.	 Family	Pizza	Hour:	Gym
 6 p.m. Wed Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Level
 6:30 p.m. J-Term Family Night: Worship Ctr
	 7	p.m.	 Temple	Choir	Rehearsal:	Worship	Ctr
 7 p.m. 	the	River	Worship (Gr9-12): Croix Ctr
 7:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr9)

Thu., January 6
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Practice:	Narthex
	 9	a.m.	 Little	Tots	&	Polka	Dots:	Lower	Level
	 1	p.m.	 Miriam	Circle:	Living	Rm
 2 p.m. TLC Caregiver Support Group:  
	 	 Joseph’s	Restaurant
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(Gr.3-4):	Gym

Fri., January 7
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library

Sat., January 8
 8 a.m. AA Mtg: Living Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon: Luther Hall
 9 a.m. Enneagram Study Group: Daily Grind
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION

Sun., January 9
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION:	Worship	Ctr 
 9 a.m. Sunday Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Level  
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION:	Worship	Ctr
 10:30 a.m. Sunday Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Lvl
	 10:30	a.m.	 Baptism	Instruction:	Office	Conf.	Rm
 7 p.m. Women’s Book Group: Caribou Coffee

Mon., January 10
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(Gr.K-2):	Gym
	 6:30	p.m.		Tai	Chi:	Garden	Room

 Tue., January 11 
 7:30 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 8:30	a.m.	 Women’s	Bible	Study:	Living	Room
	 9	a.m.	 Little	Tots	&	Polka	Dots:	Lower	Level
 9 a.m. Women’s Book Group: Supreme Bean
 9:15 a.m. Leah Circle: Boutwells Landing
	 10	a.m.	 AWE-Women’s	Health:	Garden	Rm
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer	Group:	Office	Conf.	Rm
 6 p.m. AA Mtg: Living Library 
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(Gr.3-4):	Gym
 7 p.m. the WALK rehearsal: Worship Ctr

 Wed., January 12  
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
	 4	p.m.	 Confirmation	Band	Rehearsal
 4:45 p.m. Joyful Noise Choir (Gr.K-2): Worship Ctr
 4:45 p.m. Hosanna Choir (Gr. 3-4): Worship Center
 4:45 p.m. Alleluia Choir (Gr.5-6): Worship Center
 5:30 p.m. Jubilate Bells: Chapel
	 5:30	p.m.	 Family	Pizza	Hour:	Gym
 6 p.m. Wed Learning (3yrs-Gr6): Lower Level
 6:30 p.m. J-Term Family Night: Worship Center
 7 p.m. 	the	River	Worship (Gr9-12): Croix Center
	 7	p.m.	 Temple	Choir	Rehearsal:	Worship	Ctr
 7:15 p.m. Confirmation (Gr9)

Thu., January 13
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library 
 7:30 a.m. Contemplative Practice:	Narthex
	 9	a.m.	 Little	Tots	&	Polka	Dots:	Lower	Level
 4:30 p.m. Loaves & Fishes: Off-site
	 6	p.m.	 ROCK	B-ball	(Gr.3-4):	Gym

Fri., January 14
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 5 p.m. Jr. High Ski Trip Leaves

Sat., January 15
 7 a.m.  AA Mtg: Living Library
 8 a.m. Al-Anon: Luther Hall
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP,	COMMUNION:	Worship	Ctr
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How does 

it feel  to be 

hungry for  

Food,

God, 

Community, 

Significance, 

Justice, 

Beauty 

and Love?

HUNGER:
Filling the Bowl.

Feeding the Soul.

Winter Worship & 
Learning Series 
begins January 2011

Highlights:

•	 Kids	Against	Hunger 
food packing event  
Feb. 19-27

•	 Sunday	morning	film	 
and speaker series:  
Jan. 23- Feb. 27 
9 & 10:30 a.m. 

•	 Sr.	high	student	 
hunger videos

•	 Art	display

•	 Learning	and	service	 
opportunities for  
families and people  
of all ages

....and more!!


