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Holiday 
generosity overfl ows

JESUS Delivers – 
Heart and Sole!
What do 218 boots, 350 Bibles, 120 
people, 1440 pounds of meat, 48 
cubic yards of clothes, 
722 fully loaded backpacks, 
40 cases of cookies, one Eagle 
Scout, 2145 gallons of gas, and 
4800 grateful homeless people have 
in common? The answer – YOU! 
During the combined 24
JESUS Delivers trips from October 
to December, the outpouring 
of generosity from people at 
Trinity and Our Saviors Lutheran 
Churches has been amazing! 
See page 9 for more stories from 
the truck.

An Angel Tree thank you
Hi; I’m Ryan Gosso, an inmate at Lino Lakes MCF. I wanted 
to write you and tell you how thankful I was for the gifts you 
gave to my daughter. Thank you very much. If there is anything 
I can ever do for you when I get out to help, 
let me know. I leave here in Sept. or Oct. 
2008. I will return to the same address my 
daughter is at. I also was confi rmed at your 
church and my daughter went to daycare 
there, so we have been a part of Trinity 
Lutheran Church at one time, and plan 
on coming back when I get out of prison. 
Thank you very much, Ryan Gosso.
P.S. Also, thank you for the present for my 
parents; they have also done a lot for me and 
have always been there for me and my daughter.

Ryan’s daughter and parents were the recipients of gifts Trinity 
delivered through Angel Tree Prison Ministries.

Dear Children, Families and 
Staff at Trinity
On behalf of many new immigrant families 
and our on-going ministry reaching out to 
people in need in this neighborhood, I express 
my heartfelt thanks for your generosity in 
helping the Burmese refugees newest to 
St. Paul. You have helped make a big 
difference in sharing your gifts of clothes, 

toys, blankets, food cards, 
etc. with people who 
had very little, much less 
the opportunity to have 
something new. Each one 
of you has refl ected the 
Jesus in you to boys and 
girls and family members 
who know you are willing 

to share God’s love by sharing the blessings 
you have to make a fi rst Christmas in the 
United States one they’ll never forget. In 
Jesus’ name, you have done what Jesus has 
called on all of us to do – to love and help 
the poor, the sick, the imprisoned and so 
on. Without your loving hearts and willing 
hands, our congregation in the inner city 
would not be able to reach out and help make 
a difference. May the true gift of Christmas, 
Jesus, bless your lives, not only at this time of 
year, but every day.

A most blessed new year to you!
In Jesus’ name, Pastor Joy Johnson, 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

God Bless 
Your Generous 
Hearts!
To the many families 
who offered a place at 
their Thanksgiving or 
Christmas tables, our 
sincere thanks. Thank 
you for opening your 
homes to individuals 
and families who 
otherwise might not 
have had a warm, 
festive holiday meal.

Sincerely,
Trinity’s Mutual 

Care Team

Giving House 
gave 65 gifts to 

newly-arrived 
Burmese 

immigrants 
in St. Paul

Angel Tree 
distributed 
270 gifts to 
children of 
prison inmates 
and their 
caregivers



Time with Pastor 
Dan Poffenberger

Welcome to this new version 
of the Trinity Today. As you 
can see, many exciting changes 
are evident in this larger, re-
focused publication. Above all, 
we are striving to make this a 
vehicle by which to share the 
vision and stories of what God 
is doing in and through the 
people of Trinity as we live out 
our mission to love, transform, 
and serve. I hope you fi nd the 
contents inspiring, informative, 
and from time to time, 
provocative and challenging. 

My contribution to this new 
enterprise is this column. I am 
looking forward to using this 
space to explore the dimensions 
of our common ministry 
– to articulate a vision for our 
ministry, to pose some questions 
that need to be examined for 
us to grow as a community, 
make observations about the 
current state of ministry, and to 
occasionally tell a story or two 
that will illustrate the essence of 
what we are all about. 

I would love to hear your 
questions, observations 
and thoughts. My email is 
dpoffenberger@trinitylc.org. 
Please send me anything you 
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think might be useful. A ques-
tion you have about the direc-
tion of our ministry, a musing 
about what God might be up 
to in our midst, or a story you 
want to share about the impact 
of our ministry in your life or 
in the community – all of these 
would be wonderful for me to 
hear and interact with. 

Life is good here at Trinity. I see 
evidence of momentum in many 
of our ministries; I hear stories 
of how people are stretching, 
exploring and growing in faith. 
I see increased participation in 
worship, in small groups, in 
family ministries, and in giving. 
All are good markers that we are 
engaging people in their faith 
development. 

So, my hope is that this article 
is a two-way conversation. I 
want to be able to hear from 
you regularly – your insights, 
wisdom and experience is 
valuable to the community, 
and to my work with you. I 
also hope to give you a regular 
sense of where I think we are 
being called in ministry, and the 
reasons behind some of the key 
decisions and directions of the 
congregation. 

What a wonderful place this is. 
The people of Trinity are gifted, 
committed people who strive 
everyday to be good witnesses 
to the grace and love of God. 
It is a privilege to serve with 
you – be faithful where you are 
today! 

...my hope is that this 
article is a two-way 

conversation. 
I want to be able to 

hear from you regularly 
– your insights, wisdom 

and experience 
is valuable to the 

community, and to my 
work with you.
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care ministries
welcome
to Trinity

The following people recently became 
partners in ministry at Trinity. 
Their photographs are posted in the 
Commons; please welcome them 
when you see them.

Jason & DeAnna Amborn, Ella
Lori Babcock
Ethan & Janet Charpentier, Addison
Derek Collyard & Jana Grove-Collyard, 

Alisa
Scott & Barb Dicken
Jeno Johnson & Jacque Sparrow-

Johnson, 
Isabelle, Grace & Eleanor

Geary & Gail Olsen
Glenn & Lori Birkholz, 

Andy & Rachel
David & Lea Brynestad, 

Sam, Paul & Ben
Mark & Mary Peters, 

Ben, John, Colin & Maddy
Todd & Laurel Anderson, 

Sydney & Taylor
Mark Arps & Holly Olson, 

Hannah & Haley
Charles & Tara Cadenhead, 

Ella, Evan & Will
Spike & Kat Carlsen
Kent & Amy Christiansen, 

Makenna & Maura
Patrick Courtney & Deb Peterson
Tom & Laura Fredericks, 

Matt & Ben
Tim Gillis
Ron & Monica Jansen
Cory & Cindy Jones
Margaret Kincaid
Tom & Lisa Steinke, 

Stephen & Mark
Steve & Lisa Sunderland, 

Hannah & Hunter

With Pastor Kris Linner

The presents were wrapped, the cards 
sent, the Christmas sermon written, 
so I found myself refl ecting on what 
it means to wait. Children wait to tear 
into packages. The sick wait for healing. 
The dying wait for heaven. Families 
wait for loved ones to come home.

I wonder what it was like for Mary, a 
young teenager, who was waiting to 
give birth to her fi rst child. It is hard 
to imagine what was going through 
her head when her labor pains started. 
She had no doctors or midwives, only 
Joseph who was probably just as scared 
as she was. She lacked the warmth and 
comfort of home as she was surrounded 
by the unfamiliar environment of a 
dirty stable.

Thinking about Mary waiting for 
her fi rst-born made me think about 
Alice. Alice and I were connected by 
similarities and separated by contrasts 
as we waited. She waited for death and 

I for life. The shared moments were 
fi lled with pregnant silences ready to 
give birth to the racing thoughts and 
feelings within. With quiet ponderings 
and burning questions we were bound 
together in our anticipation of an 
unknown future. What does the future 
hold? How will I manage? How long 
will this go on? Will the pain become 
intolerable?

My changing contour invited her to 
recall memories of her pregnancies 
seven decades earlier. While her 
distended belly fi lled with cancer, I 
was fi lled with sorrowful silence. We 
shared openly, we prayed honestly, we 
waited impatiently, and we trusted that 
God would be with us in our uniquely 
different birthing processes. 

Our bodies were giving us signs that 
it was time to welcome a new phase 
of life. With admiration I watched this 
brave woman face her unknown future 
with a sure and certain hope. Faith, 
not fear, informed her waiting. Her 
faith gave me the courage to await the 
changes that a baby would bring to my 
life with faith-fi lled trust.

In a small voice, with great strength, 
she said, “I will not see your child.” 
With tears I responded, “I know.” 
Grasping my hand she added, “Not 
from this world, but I will watch over 
you and your baby from heaven.” 

Together our waiting ended. She 
entered eternal life two days before my 
daughter entered my life.

Waiting with Alice taught me that 
whether we are waiting for healing, 
a job, a radical change in our lives, a 
sign of hope, or a new beginning, God 
is with us in our waiting. That is the 
Christmas message that stays with us 
in our daily lives, “Emmanuel, which 
means, God-with-us.” 

pray where 
you are
Joan Chittister in 
her book, The Psalms, 
Meditations for Every Day 
of the Year, writes, 
“The God we praise 
sent Jesus as an infant. Now what can 
we possibly make of that unless it is 
that God is where we are not looking? 
The secret of a life of praise is to 
discover the presence of God where, 
before, you may have missed it.”

Gracious God,
Open my eyes to your presence in the 
unexpected places of my life and fi ll me 
with praise as I am delightfully surprised 
by your presence in the world around me. 
Amen.



learning and growing
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Jesus saves?
Sundays, Feb. 10, 24; March 2, 9 
10:30-11:30 a.m. – Garden Room
Tuesdays, Feb.19, 26; March 4, 18
7:30-8:30 p.m. – Garden Room 
Also available as an online class.
Have you ever questioned what it 
means to say that Jesus saves? Who is 
saved? Is there anything we have to 
do, or did Jesus take care of everything 
for us? What about Jesus saves: his 
life, his death, his resurrection, or 
some combination of these three? 
Throughout Christian history, people 
have understood salvation in a variety of 
different ways. The idea that Jesus died 
for our sins is only one among many 
ways that Christians have explained the 
saving work of God through Jesus. This 
class will explore Christian theories of 
salvation in the Bible, in the writings 
of theologians from the Middle Ages, 
the Reformation, and the twentieth 
and twenty-fi rst centuries. Through 
discussion, we will also examine 
our own beliefs about salvation and 
how those compare with Christians 
throughout the ages. As a part of 
the learning process, some writing 
homework will be required. 
Topics include:
• Salvation in the Bible
• Salvation in the Middle Ages and 

Reformation
• Salvation in the modern and 

post-modern eras
• Salvation and you
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson
Register online at www.trinitylc.org

If You Want to Walk On 
Water, You’ve Got to Get 
Out of The Boat
Tue., Feb. 5, 19, 26; March 4, 11, $20
6:30-8:30 p.m. – Offi ce Conf. Room
Small group study of John Ortberg’s 
best-selling book If You Want to Walk 
on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of 
the Boat. Come discover the wit and 
wisdom of John Ortberg. Led by 
Amy Karlstad

NOOMA Films/Discussion
Tue., Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26; March 11, 18 
7:30-8:45 p.m. – Living Room
In short fi lms, Michigan pastor 
Rob Bell touches on issues that we 
care about, that we want to talk about, 
and that come in a way that fi ts our 
world. Come and join your friends to 
discuss some of the most critical issues 
facing our world today. Winter session 
includes fi lms with the following 
titles: Luggage, Dust, Bullhorn, Lump, 
Rhythm, and Matthew. Led by 
Dr. Jim Moline. Register online at 
www.trinitylc.org

You Figure it Out! 
(Fun with Jesus’ Parables)
Sat., Feb. 9, 16, 23; March 1, 8, 15
8:30-10 a.m. – Living Room
Jesus’ teaching style focused on the 
listener’s interpretation rather than 
the teacher’s intention. Therefore, 
his stories or parables are often 
open-ended and lead to a variety of 
conclusions. This method of teaching 
both respected the listener’s ability to 
fi gure it out, and predictably got Jesus 
in trouble through misunderstanding 
and misinterpretation. Jesus’ favorite 
way of ending his parables was with the 
words, “He who has ears, let him hear.” 
But today I’m sure Jesus wouldn’t be so 
sexist and would just say, “You fi gure 
it out!” Make this fun with parables 
part of your Lenten discipline. Led by 
Pastor Steve Hokonson. Register online 
at www.trinitylc.org

Hearts of the 
Home Moms
Wed., Jan 30; Feb 6, 20; March 5; 
April 2, 16, 30; May 7, 21, 9 a.m.
Cost: $20; childcare additional
The Hearts of the Home Moms group 
is a Christian-based group of moms 
interested in nurturing our souls 
and supporting one another on our 
parenting journey. Contact Kim Jelinek 
at 351-7586 with questions.

The Best of China
Tue., Feb. 12; 9-11 a.m. – Garden Room
Three of Trinity’s retired men, 
Jon Fogelberg, Don Paulson, and 
Vic Thalacker, will share information, 
pictures, and thoughts about their recent 
trip to China. The sights of Beijing, 
Xian, Guilin, and Hong Kong will give 
everyone insight into this quickly-
emerging country. All men are invited to 
attend. Please contact Vic Thalacker at 
439-9782 with questions.

Everything Must Change 
Book Discussion
Sun., Jan. 27; Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24; March 2, 9
9-10 a.m. – 108B
In this study, Brian McLaren, prolifi c 
author and pastor, identifi es the 
earth’s four deep dysfunctions: crises 
in prosperity, equity, security and 
spirituality. What could change, he asks, 
if we applied the message of Jesus—the 
good news of the kingdom of God—to 
the world’s greatest problems? McLaren 
builds on the idea that bringing about 
the kingdom means transforming the 
world we live in and proposes that we 
create a new revolution based in hope. 
Using a close reading of the gospels, 
McLaren argues for establishing a 
beloved community based on justice, 
peace, equality and compassion.
Led by David Teschler.
Register online at www.trinitylc.org

A Graceful Life: Practical 
Tips to Decrease Stress 
and Increase Joy in Life
Sun., Jan. 27, 9 a.m. – Offi ce Conf. Room
Feeling stressed out? Have you ever 
longed to experience inner peace and 
joy in and amongst the chaos of life? If 
you answer “yes” to any one of these 
questions, this class is for you. Come 
learn some practical tips for leading a 
graceful life. Join Amy Quarberg RN, 
MA, and leader on the Wellness Team at 
Trinity; her work and study in the fi elds 
of holistic nursing, human development 
and graceful presence allow her to be 
an excellent guide and resource on the 
journey toward wholeness. 
Contact Amy Quarberg, at 351-05343 
or amyquarberg@comcast.net. 
Register online at www.trinitylc.org
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learning and growing

Illness Transition 
Made Easier
Sun., Jan. 20, 10:30 a.m. – Living Room
Serious or long-term illness/brokenness 
causes changes for the entire family. 
The person experiencing the diagnosis 
becomes the focus of the family’s 
concern, but in reality, everyone in the 
family is affected physically, mentally, 
emotionally, and spiritually. Come learn 
some things that can make life easier for 
all. Contact Julie Edstrom at 439-6747 
or julieedstrom@hotmail.com with 
questions. 

Who Wants Basketball?
Mondays, Jan 21-April 28
8-9:30 p.m. – Gym
If you are 19+ and want to play 
basketball on Mondays from 
8-9:30 p.m. in the Trinity Gym, 
email Seth Erickson at 
waterfreenight@gmail.com by the 
previous Friday.

Tai Chi (3 sessions)
Mondays, Jan. 14, 21, 28, 6:30-8 p.m. 
Luther Hall, Cost: $20
Mondays, March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
6:30-8 p.m. – Luther Hall, Cost: $20
These sessions are for people of all 
Tai Chi levels and will be an exploration 
of body, mind and spirit connections. 
Participants will improve:
• Mind/body awareness
• Energy level      • Flexibility
• Concentration  • Reduce stress
• Lower back strength
• Balance and coordination
Participants will also be more centered 
and self-aware, and connect with 
experienced people. Led by David 
Teschler, 612-991-5117, and John Feely.

Recovery Resource 
Library Grand Opening 
Tue., Jan. 22; 6:30 p.m. – Living Room
Guest Speaker: Jody Klescewski, from 
Hazelden Publishing
Trinity’s Living Library is now home 
to the largest addiction library in 
the St. Croix Valley. Join us at the 
grand opening with guest speaker, 
Jody Klescewski, a representative of 
the Hazelden Foundation BookAid 

Program, which graciously donated the 
materials. Since everyone is touched 
by the many kinds of addictions 
we encounter in life, all are invited 
to celebrate and use this valuable 
resource addition to the Trinity library. 
Refreshments will be served. Sponsored 
by the Trinity Wellness Team. Contact 
Karen Gieseke at 439-0146 with 
questions.

Living Your Strengths
Thu., Feb. 7 from 6-9 p.m.
Living Room; Cost: $25 
Note: You must take the Clifton 
StrengthsFinder before this session
Based on the work of the Gallup 
organization and over 2 million 
interviews, Living Your Strengths is 
a process that helps you to identify, 
affi rm and serve from your strengths. It 
includes the Clifton StrengthsFinder® 
assessment and Trinity’s own workshop 
designed to bring us together to explore 
our strengths and learn about the 
incredible power of our community 
when we serve God from our strengths. 
Led by Amy Karlstad & Walt Ogburn

Living Your Strengths 2: 
Marcus Buckingham 
Video Discussion Series
Sundays, Feb. 3, 10, 17, 24; March 2, 9 
10:30-11:30 a.m. – Living Room
Marcus Buckingham, best-selling author 
and one of Business Week’s “Best of 
2006-Thought Leaders,” teaches you 
how to discover your strengths and put 
them to work. 
Ch. 1: So, What’s Stopping You? 
Ch. 2: Do You Know What Your 
Strengths Are? 
Ch. 3: How Can You Make the Most of 
Them? 
Ch. 4: How Do You Cut Out Your 
Weaknesses? 
Ch. 5: Why Is It So Hard to Talk About 
This? 
Ch. 6: Why Can’t This Last Forever?
Led by Dick Dunnigan & Tim Gillis

Couples Valentines Day 
Dinner & Games
Sat., Feb. 9, 5:30-10 p.m. – Garden Room
Bring games to share. Dinner will be 
catered by Grand Banquet Hall. Sign up 
by Mon., Feb. 4 – $25/couple. Contact 
Deb Simcik at 275-0859 with questions.

Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (Expanded Analysis Form)

Step 1: January- Sign up and take the MBTI Expanded Analysis online 

Step 2: An overview of the MBTI 
Sun., Feb. 3
10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. – Garden Room
Cost: $30. Includes the MBTI Expanded Analysis assessment and class materials.

* Note: Please take the MBTI prior to attending this workshop.
Led by ML Rice & Jody Thone

Want more?
Step 3a: MBTI and Your Spiritual Path
Sun., Feb. 10 – Office Conference Room
10:30 a.m.-noon; no additional cost

* Note: Please take the MBTI prior to attending this workshop. 
Led by Jody Thone
Step 3b: MBTI Couples Brunch: Type and Your Relationship 
Sun., Feb. 24
Noon-3:30 p.m. – Garden Room; $40/couple 

* Note: Please take the MBTI prior to attending this workshop.
Led by Jim Gorski, ML Rice, Jody Thone & David Teschler
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Many are going to benefi t from the efforts of two new leadership teams who have just fi nalized 
their covenants. The Wellness Leadership Team and the Retired Men’s Leadership Team are 
both task team small groups whose main purpose is to build relationships while accomplishing 
a specifi c task that supports Trinity’s mission. While crafting their covenant, both teams have 
experienced how this tool can help them succeed.

• Covenants give the group a purpose and identity.
• Covenants allow the members’ needs, hopes, and expectations to be known at the outset.
• Covenants help avoid misunderstanding due to assumptions that are not shared.
• Covenants bind the group together with well-defi ned commitments about expectations.
• Covenants become tools to communicate this information to others.
• Covenants assist leaders in carrying out their functions.
• Covenants become the basis for evaluation.

Julie Jolivette, Director of Small Group Ministries, 
coaches the leaders of these two new teams. If you are 
interested in belonging to or leading a small group, please contact 
Julie at jjolivette@trinitylc.org or 651-439-7400, ext. 108.

(L to R) Vic Thalacker, Bob O’Neil, 
Don Paulson, Dave Borg, 

Lowell Saterbak, and Jerry Herbst, group 
leader. Not pictured: Jon Fogelberg 

The purpose of this team is to 
create and integrate a wellness 
model at Trinity which accepts 
people’s brokenness and 
encourages movement toward 
the wholeness God longs for in 
each of us. (Team members have a 
covenant through May 2008 and 
will then individually decide how 
they might continue to be called 
to this purpose.)

Team members value and commit 
to:
• God’s healing love and 

transformation 

Retired Men’s Leadership Team
The covenant of this team goes from 
December 2007 to December 2008 and 
defi nes the responsibilities of the team 
to the church, retired and non-retired 
men who attend the monthly meetings, 
and to each other.

The purpose of the Retired Men’s 
Leadership Team is to organize and 
facilitate activities for the monthly 
meetings of the Retired Men’s Group. 
The purpose of the monthly 
Retired Men’s Group is to provide 

New 
Covenants 

in the 
New Year!

opportunity to connect with other men, 
to promote friendships, and to enhance 
support for our brothers in faith. To 
help accomplish this purpose, the 
leadership team promotes opportunities 
for life enrichment, opportunities 
to serve others through use of skills 
and strengths, and outreach into the 
community and the world.

Group values and commitments:
As members of this leadership team, 
we value teamwork and collaboration 
of our individual, God-given strengths. 
We are committed to treating each 
other and our general membership with 
respect, confi dentiality, and helpfulness. 
We will pray for and extend mutual care 
to one another.

(L to R) Chris Johnson, Julie Edstrom, 
Kris Linner, and Amy Quarberg, group leader. 
Not pictured: David Teschler

• God longs for all people to have 
wholeness of body, mind, and spirit 

• Vulnerability/honesty/authenticity 
• Uniqueness of all people/diversity 
• Honoring a variety of paths toward 

wholeness 
• Confi dentiality 
• Continuous improvement/active 

seeking/proactive engagement 
• Shared responsibility/mutual care 
• Practices/rituals 
• Connectedness/integration 
• Respectfulness 
• Having fun 

Wellness Leadership Team
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on purpose ministry

On Purpose
by Eric Jackson

In 1998, I sold 
my company 

to a larger 
organization 

that promised 
more working 

capital, a 
stronger IT 

platform, and better 
benefi ts for my 

employees at lower costs. 
It was the right thing to 
do. Everyone benefi ted 

and our business 
grew as a result.

As President and CEO of the 
acquired company, I had an extended 
employment contract with the acquiring 
company that ran through 2006. In 
March of 2007, I was unexpectedly 
let go – separated from the team I had 
personally assembled and the company 
I had been running since 1989. As I 
have learned since then, this is not an 
unusual occurrence. Too many captains 
were on the boat, and it wasn’t my boat 
anymore.

About nine months prior to 
Emancipation Day (March 23), I had 
led an underground movement at the 
company to use the Strengthsfi nder tool 
to help employees (myself included) to 
identify and better-utilize our talents. 
My former company is headquartered 
in Omaha, and so is the Gallup 
Organization who put together the 
Strengthsfi nder research and tools. I 
was attracted to the depth of research 

that underpinned the ideas, and I had 
come to believe that too much time was 
being spent by managers trying to get 

their charges to do work that 
they were not fundamentally 
wired to do.

Then last January my wife, 
Jerilyn, and I participated in 
the Living Your Strengths 
workshops at Trinity. It felt 
like a natural extension of the 
road I was already on, and it 
was an opportunity for Jerilyn 
and me to examine these 
concepts together. So when 
Emancipation Day came, I was 
fully “living in my strengths” 
and ready to take on the world. 

Well, almost.

One thing I have discovered over the 
years is that I like change. Maybe it is 
more correct to say that I need change. I 
spent fi ve years with my fi rst employer, 
The Pillsbury Company, transitioning 
from trainee to manager along the 
way. Then it was fi ve years between 
joining my next employer and buying 
the company—fi rst taking the public 
company private with my partner 
and then buying the company from 
his estate after he passed away. Five 
years later I sold my 
company to the group 
from Omaha. Then it 
was eight years before 
the Big Departure. And 
truth be told, the last 
two-three years hadn’t 
been that much fun. It 
felt like I was spinning 
my wheels—not a good 
place for a person who 
needs frequent change. 

It turns out that my 
need for change is well-
explained by what the Strengthsfi nder 
told me. My top fi ve strengths are 
Activator, Command, Strategic, Input, 
and Futuristic. You don’t even have to 
know all the details to understand that 
“Wheel Spinner” isn’t a match. Like 
the frog in biology class, I started out 
in tepid water, but as the heat turned 
up I was just sitting there and cooking. 
The pay and benefi ts were good—why 

would I make a change? In fact, I might 
not have done so voluntarily—ever. 
And that would have been a shame. I 
sent my former boss a Christmas card 
thanking him for setting me free.

Two years ago my family came to 
Trinity from another local church that 
is going through its own transition. 
Our primary motivation was to fi nd an 
opportunity for our son to continue on 
his faith journey with other teenagers 
that he knew, and to have opportunities 
for mission and community building. 
What we have found at Trinity is an 
intentional effort to help people of all 
ages discover who they are and what 
their calling is in the world. From 
small groups to workshops, book 
studies to mission activities, worship to 
fellowship, I have received the blessings 
of being mentored and of being a 
mentor. I have had the opportunity to 
explore my faith from several directions. 

And an interesting confl uence is 
happening in my life. I have had more 
time to engage in community service. 
Leadership and small group activities 
are already on my calendar through 
May. And I am now professionally 
involved in a number of opportunities 
that utilize my talents and let me 

pursue my passion for the 
environment. For the fi rst 
time in memory I was able to 
enjoy the Christmas season 
without feeling rushed or 
harried. I am exercising 
regularly and feel better than 
I have in years. And I am able 
to spend more time with my 
family and friends. It is in the 
hubbub of all of this that I fi nd 
my calling. Nothing earth-
shattering, but huge in its 
combination. 

I am grateful for all of these things. A 
little piece of prose that I like to read 
frequently is Desiderata to remind me 
how good life is. My calling will always 
be evolving, but I can make a difference 
in the world in my own little way if I 
am living an on-purpose life where I can 
grow and utilize my talents. 

Ledership and 
small group 
activities are 

already on 
my calendar 
through May.
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living your faith
By Jody Thone

lega·cy
Kirsten says she gets all of my 
jewelry when I die. Nicholas 
wants his Dad’s snow boots 
upon his death. These are 
strange but true statements from my 
children. We make jokes about these 
bequests but I think there’s a serious 
conversation lying under the surface. 
What is my legacy? Who are my heirs? 
The dictionary defi nes legacy as

1: a gift by will especially of money or 
other personal property: BEQUEST 

 2: something transmitted by or received 
from an ancestor or predecessor or from 
the past. 

So, what is my legacy?
What, beyond the 

jewelry do I pass on?
This Christmas I did buy myself a new 
pair of earrings which adds to Kirsten’s 
inheritance, but much more importantly, 
I challenged myself and my family to a 
higher level of serving others. I wanted 
Christmas to be about Jesus’ life, about 
receiving Jesus’ legacy. We started by 
serving meals, handing out clothes, 
backpacks & boots as part of the Jesus 
Delivers ministry. My Dad always shines 
in his role in front of the truck greeting 
people and taking their food orders. 
Miranda Gorski, my son’s girlfriend, put 
her photographic skills to use; my Mom, 
Nicholas, Kirsten & David were inside 
the truck scooping chili. I was outside, 
being touched by those who are rich in 

spirit, but economically poor.

On Christmas Eve, David and I went 
shopping for a local family that we 
hadn’t met. Our shopping list included 
camping and sports equipment, arts & 
crafts supplies, dolls and teddy bears, 
books and reading lights for four 
children and something for Mom. I 
had the blessing of hugging this mother 
on the street outside my house that 
evening. She looked at me as we loaded 
presents into the back of her mini van 
and she asked, “Why are you helping?” 
I said that David & I had experienced 
hard times before and that we are both 
divorced. She replied, “At church 
tonight, Father talked about joy, the joy 
of Christmas.” She slowly said, “I don’t 
feel any joy.” We hugged and she looked 
at me with tears in her eyes, “Do you 
mean there is hope?” I hugged her again 
and said, “Yes.”  

When I think of people who have created 
a legacy I think of Martin Luther King Jr., 
Mahatma Gandhi, or someone like Bono, 
Al Gore, or my local heroine, 
Ann Bancroft. When I stop to refl ect 
on myself, I think, “What can I really 
do? I’m only one person. I’ve got to be 
busy earning money for my kid’s college 
tuition.” 

This New Year I am 
considering that maybe I am 
enough. Maybe I am exactly 
what is needed to heal the 
world. Yes, me, imperfect 
being that I am. Maybe I 

don’t really need to be smarter, richer, 
better in some way before I acknowledge 
that I have a legacy. I infl uence and 
impact people around me. We all do. 
Maybe that’s what Jesus meant by the 
way he lived his life. Jesus’ legacy was 
written in every moment of his life, in 
every connection he made with a person, 
in every healing, in each teaching word, 
in his miraculous touch, in his activism. 
What if Jesus was trying to tell us, trying 
to tell me... 

Love one another. 

Feed the poor.

Care for those who are 
lost, sick, or the 
least in society. 

Maybe I am enough, maybe that’s the 
beauty of it all; being part of a bigger 
legacy, being called as an heir, seeing the 
connection between my legacy and Jesus’ 
legacy. Maybe stringing together the 
collection of my actions and my presence 
are the jewels of my life and maybe I can 
give these jewels to more people than 
Kirsten. Maybe we are exactly what is 
needed to carry on Jesus’ mission in this 
world. 
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trinity in the community

JESUS Delivers
– Heart & Sole!

Gloves
Rafael is a laborer who moved here in 
December from Florida with nothing. 
During the course of his visit to the 
truck, Rafael got a pair of boots, a hat, 
scarf, and a winter coat. He hugged as 
many of us as he could; praising God 
saying that we were an answer to his 
prayers. He asked me for some gloves, 
but I had to say that we ran out. He said 
thank you, gave one more hug and went 
around the truck to get his meal. Five 
minutes later I saw him walking down 
the sidewalk – with gloves. A server on 
the truck had given his gloves to Rafael.

The Leper
James Stewart (size 13) said it best; 
toward the end of the day he came back 
to stand in the boot line. When it was 
his turn, I asked if he needed to sign up 
for boots. He said, “No, 
I got my pair earlier, I am 
the tenth leper.” I looked 
at him with a slightly 
confused smile. He then 
added, “Remember the 
story of when Jesus cured 
the 10 lepers and only one 
came back to say thank 
you. Well I am the tenth 
leper, God’s peace to your 
church this Christmas, 
and thank you for the 
best present a homeless 
man could get!”

JESUS Delivers
Winter/Spring Serving Dates
March 15, 22; April 5, 26; 
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31; 
June 7, 14, 21, 28, 9 a.m-5 p.m.
Meet at The Daily Grind coffee shop 
in Stillwater and carpool to St. Paul
Serve meals to homeless men and 
women in St. Paul. Contact Peter or 
Cary at peterbolstorff@scelimited.
com or caryjbolstorff@comcast.net or 
439-8342 to serve. For complete details 
about the JESUS Delivers ministry, 
visit jesusdelivers.info

The Power
This is a note from a trip leader. 
“Saturday didn’t quite go as planned. 
When we arrived, the truck would not 
start; we tried a number of things to 
try and get the truck to start, but no 
luck. Meanwhile, the rest of the team 
worked on slicing the turkey and loading 
the truck. Our mission family did an 
outstanding job. By 11:45 it was obvious 
that the truck was going to sit this one 
out. We didn’t give up. A suggestion was 
made that we could use our vehicles, a 
pick-up and a Yukon. So we unloaded 
the truck, made sandwiches 
at the Food Shelf, loaded 
all that we could in the two 
vehicles, and we were on our 
way. We arrived at Dorothy 
Day about 12:45. It was cold 
serving from the parking 
lot, but our family did a 
WONDERFUL job!”

Heart & Sole
Our donation focus for 
January and February will 
be winter boots. We have 
given away 218 so far with 
an additional 127 homeless 
still on the need list. We are 
taking names and sizes each 
week that we serve. Here 
are quantities by size: one 
size 4, two size 5.5, eight 
size 7, one size 7.5, 12 size 8, 
six size 8.5, 13 size 9, 
12 size 9.5, 28 size 10, 

15 size 10.5, six size 11, one size 11.5, 
13 size 12, six size 13, two size 14, and 
one size 15. Please contact Peter or Cary 
directly at 439-8342 to donate.
Words cannot express the “thank you” 
for supporting the JESUS Delivers 
ministry! Jesus summed it up best, 
“For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.” Then 
the righteous will answer him, “Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you something 
to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? When did we 
see you sick or in prison and go visit 
you?” Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, 
whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

God’s peace to you this new year; 
your gifts will be remembered 

by those you touched! 

The Blanket
This note was part of 
an email exchange with 
a family mission team. “Saturday made a lasting 
impression on our children who for the most part 
have only seen or heard of the homeless on the news. 
Now these people have a face. My daughter asked 
before she went to bed that night, ‘I wonder where 
they will sleep tonight?’ When I told her most of 
them will sleep outside in the cold, she said that she 
was going to call all her friends to collect as many 
blankets and sleeping bags as she could.”
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Mission Tanzania 
Mission Self
By Spike Carlsen

It’s nightfall and I’m surrounded by a gang of teens, in a place I shouldn’t be, 
trying to fi eld answers to questions I do not know. I’m unfamiliar with the slang, 
turf and dialect. I’m thousands of miles from home and, even if I decided to make a 
break for it, I’d have nowhere to run. 

And I’m loving every second of it.

The teenagers surrounding me are students from Bomalang’ombe Secondary 
school in Tanzania, we’re sitting on the front stoop of their science building 
with a world atlas, and the questions they’re peppering me with have to do with 
geography, politics and life in the U.S.

Where is Florida? (they know about hanging chads). Do I know a Mark 
in New York City? (yes, but—) Where does Arnold Schwarzenegger 
live? (they’ve heard of The Terminator). The questions move in both 
directions. Why is their country at peace while the surrounding countries 
of Uganda, Rwanda, Somalia are in such upheaval? (less history of 
revenge-fueled tribal warfare). Why did Tanzania change its name? 
(Tanganyika and Zanzibar unifi ed in 1964).

But the biggest questions I have are the ones I ask myself. Why are 
these students so darn happy? Why are these students—who hand copy 
pages from a tattered textbook because there’s only one to share—so 
ferociously determined to get a good education? Why are these 
students—who, until recently began their days at 5 a.m. hauling water 
and fi rewood in order to simply eat—so optimistic about their futures? 
These are not the kinds of questions one is forced to confront while 
eating Caesar salad at Applebees.

This past fall, an odd assortment of people from Trinity—a pharmacist, a 
student, a few electricians, a pastor and a handful of others—fl ew (and fl ew), 
then drove (and drove) to the remote area of Tanzania to help the students 
of Bomalang’ombe Secondary School bring power to their school as part of 
Mission Tanzania. 

This is not Hemingway’s Africa, nor is it Hotel Rwanda. It is the highlands 
region; an area with terrain similar to that of southern Minnesota, and 
October weather reminiscent of endless Indian Summer. But the similarities 
end right there. The school teaches forms 1-4 —levels comparable to grades 
8-11 in the U.S. But the ages of these students range from 14 to 28; they go 
to school when they’ve saved the money or found the sponsor to allow them 
to do so. The 240 students live in dorms; commuting isn’t an option since there are 
exactly zero vehicles at the school. The boys’ dormitory is a windowless, dirt-
fl oor barracks that houses 120 students, two to a bed, stacked two or three high. 
The shower room is an open-air affair, made from empty cement bags tacked to 
poles embedded in the ground. The kitchen is a loosely-sided lean-to sheltering 
“three rock” wood burning fi res. The dining room is the great outdoors. The two 

meals eaten per day consist primarily of 
beans and ugali (a close cousin to paper 
mache’). 

Yet I can say these students, almost 
without exception, are thrilled to be 
here. They are unapologetic about their 
surroundings. There is no rolling of 
the eyes as they haul sand and gravel in 
buckets to mix concrete. No groaning 
when the plan is announced to hold 
classes in the late afternoon so they can 
dig holes, set 40-foot poles and work 
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all day. There is only pride and celebration at the graduation ceremony as some 30 
students receive diplomas in the roofl ess, skeletal beginnings of their dining hall to 
be. They are building their futures, literally, brick by brick, book by book.

It would be fair to question why 11 people would carve two weeks out of their lives 
and a chunk of change out of their billfolds to travel 6800 miles, to work 
10-hour-days in a place devoid of electricity, safe drinking water, phones and other 
things we take for granted. And it would be fair to answer, “Because it changes you.”

Hearing a student proclaim with glee, “Now that I have electricity I can study 
longer,” changes you. Watching a cook smile as he heats the fi rst pot of water on 
a smokeless, lung-saving “rocket stove” you helped install changes you. Being 
around teens where cool isn’t defi ned by ones clothes or car—in fact, isn’t defi ned 
at all—changes you. Leaving your tools with a student so he can earn enough to go 
to school next year changes you. Hearing one student say his main goal in securing 
an education is so he would no longer hate his enemies changes you. 

Daryl Prihoda, a volunteer on the trip, explains, “I have been humbled by the 
dignity, pride, and joy that is apparent in the Tanzanian people. To have peace, joy, 
and hope in a country that lacks so many of the basic needs in life is truly a gift 
from God that we would do well to realize.”

Michele Hermansen, on her third trip, states, “I went on this trip because it is 
a deep and lasting part of my life. I see their faces, their homes and I can’t walk 
away from them when we can make a difference. Just sending money doesn’t 
have the same impact as our working alongside each other and demonstrating the 
possibilities.  We show them a different way of thinking, living and doing—not 
accepting that things have to remain the same.  The Tanzanian people we’ve met 
have a strong desire to pull themselves out of the cycle of poverty they’ve been 
born into, and we have a very unique opportunity to help them adopt new ways 
that will facilitate a brighter future.”

Marlene Harty explains, “Who is better off? The people who live with very little, 
taking nothing for granted? Or us, who have anything we want, whenever we want 
it, with no time for anything? I will never know the answer. One thing I do know is 
I will never be the same person I was before the trip.” 

By the time we left, the school had physically changed; there were 32 power poles 
in place, a brick building for the transformer, lights and outlets in every classroom, 
more books and more shelves to put them on. But more important were the 
changes you can’t quantify—the relationships formed, the attitudes changed, the 
lessons learned, the memories created.

There are many life-changing trips a person can take. One can travel to a remote 
beach in Mexico to fi nd inner peace. One can tour Tuscany to learn about wine 
and cheese. One can climb to the top of the Sydney Harbor Bridge to experience 
the rush of the world from 450 feet. And I’ve done all of these. But, by far, my 
most life-changing journey was this one. Where life isn’t experienced through a 
bus window or camera lens, but through dust-caked, sweat-soaked glasses. Where 
the biggest thrill doesn’t come from a bungee jump, but from fl icking a switch and 
seeing lights in a classroom. Where looking back through the photos, one doesn’t 
just smile, but smile and ache. Where the trip isn’t just another check mark on 
“The places I want to see” list. Where the life that’s changed isn’t just your own. 

Trinity will be celebrating “Mission Tanzania Weekend” on January 26-27 with 
informational and fund-raising activities. Applications will be available for those 
wishing to participate in the June 2008 trip to Bomalang’ombe Secondary School; the 
goals are to install science lab equipment and begin work on a new boys’ dormitory. 
For additional information contact Tom Thiets at tthiets@trinitylc.org or Michele 
Hermansen at michele2255@gmail.com

Ambassadors-
in-Mission 
Tue., Jan. 22, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Room 08B
Discuss upcoming events and plan 
publicity for mission programs. 
Contact Tom Thiets at ext. 146 or 
tthiets@trinitylc.org

The Altar Guild 
Ministry needs you
The Altar Guild is an important part 
of the worship team at Trinity. Their 
purpose is to prepare the Worship 
Center and the Chapel for worship 
each week. Your time for an hour 
and a half is all it takes to change the 
paraments, replace the vigil candles, 
arrange fl owers, straighten and add 
cards to the pews and everything 
else that gets Trinity ready for 
worship. You may choose from 
Thursday, Friday, or Saturday and 
volunteer for one day or perhaps 
the whole month. If you would 
like to be a part of this rewarding 
ministry, contact Miriam Madsen 
at 439-4401.

Job Opportunity:
Family Ministry 
Registration/
Communications 
Coordinator 
The person in this position is 
responsible for registrations and 
communications for the children 
youth and family ministry program 
events. Computer experience 
helpful. Complete job description 
available at www.trinitylc.
org. Contact TJ Anderson at 
tanderson@trinitylc.org or 439-7400 
ext. 120, for further information.



Cabin Fever 
Family Fun Night
Fri., Feb. 1, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Come and join us for a night full of fun 
including:
• Ice Fishing Pond
•  Cribbage Cards            • Goofy Races 
•  S’mores Snack Shop     • Crafts
• Lutheran Line Dancing
• Camp fi re sing along
• Not-so-scary Campfi re Stories 
• A representative from the Raptor 

Center – Meet and get your picture 
taken with an owl, hawk and falcon 

To register, contact Gail at 
golsen@trinitylc.org

Camp Sunday is Feb.17!
Come on Sunday morning to learn 
about all the camp opportunities for 
kids of all grades!

family ministries
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“The Giving House”
During the month of December, 
families were invited to experience 
God’s love through the gift 
of giving. Trinity’s Children’s 
Ministries partnered with Pastor 
Joy Johnson of Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church in St. Paul to help support 
and care for refugees from the 
country of Burma. These families 
were driven from their homes, due 
to religious persecution. As a part of 
the Giving House, Club 56 students 
made fl eece blankets that were 
distributed to the Burmese families. 

Mommy & Me 
group forming
Mommy & Me is a group of mothers 
of children ages birth through 
preschool who join together every 
Friday morning of every month from 
9-11 a.m. in Trinity’s nursery. Our 
vision is to have a time of fellowship 
with other mothers, and at the same 
time, watch our children interact 
with each other as they foster lifelong 
friendships. If you are interested, 
e-mail Rebecca Christiansen at 
rchristiansen@trinitylc.org

9th Grade Retreat
March 28-March 30
Union Gospel Mission Ministry Center
Shoreview, MN
This retreat will serve as an 
important event to wrap up students’ 
Confi rmation years and also provide 
a time to talk about following Christ 
after Confi rmation. Students will 
also have time to play in the gym, 
game room, and other fun activities. 
Scholarships are available. Please turn 
in registration form and $55 by Wed., 
March 5. Contact Cindy at ext. 137 or 
cjones@trinitylc.org with questions.

Jr. High 30-Hour Famine
Sat., Feb. 29-Sun., March 1
Be Seen, Be Heard, Be Hungry! 
Anyone in grades 7-9 who wants to 
make a difference can join Trinity 
and several other area churches for an 
amazing 30-hour experience! We will 
be raising money for the organization 
World Vision to help their efforts to 
spread God’s love through feeding 
children all over the world. We’ll 
fast for 30 hours while doing service 
projects, playing games, learning about 
God’s heart for the poor and hungry 
and fi nally ending the fast with a 
celebration meal. Look for fundraising 
packets and registration forms available 
Jan. 23! For more information contact 
Cindy at ext. 137.

Mexico Mission Update
Mexico missionaries are busy preparing 
for the trip! You can help by praying 
for them and also by giving them a 
sponsorship! Mexico missionaries are 
asked to raise $1050 in sponsorship 
money, which is 21 sponsors giving 
$50 a piece. The missionaries will be 
participating in the Mexico Famine 
Feb. 22-23 here at Trinity. Their next 
meeting is document night with parents 
on Feb. 20 at 8 p.m. Mission dates are 
March 14-21! Contact Cory Jones with 
any questions at ext. 145.

Movies, make your own pizza, 
games, activities & much more!

RSVP by Jan. 23 to Karen Gieseke at 
kgieseke@trinitylc.org

Winter Warm-Up
Fri., Jan. 25
6:30-9:30 p.m.

Grades 3-6
Cost: $10

Trinity Rec League
In January senior high students are welcome to 

come play volleyball from 2-4 p.m. on Sundays 
in the Trinity Gym! Bring yourself or a whole 

team! Feel free to drop in any week to check 
it out. Contact Cory Jones for more 

information at ext. 145.

Pipe Organ Discovery Day
Students in grades 5 -12 
Sat., Feb. 23, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Here’s a chance for everyone to try out the 
organ with your own hands and feet and 
learn how an organ works! Come and hear 
great music and presentations featuring 
the organs at Ascension Episcopal  & 
Trinity. Pizza lunch provided. For more 
information, contact Phil Asgian via email 
at asgianphilip@qwest.net 
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New Year’s Gratitudes
A all that we are and all that we have, all people 
B baptism, the Bible, books, birthdays, beauty 
C communion, challenges, choices, curiosity, caregivers, community
D Drive-In worship, dreams, differences, determination, dessert
E the earth, eyes and ears, eternal life
F faith, forgiveness, family, friends, food, fl owers, fresh air, freedom
G God’s Spirit, grace, gardens, generous hearts, guys who sing 
H healing, health, hope, helping hands, horizons, happy thoughts
I inspiration, imagination, innovation, invitations 
J Jesus
K the kingdom of God, kindness, kisses and hugs
L leadership team, love, laughter, light, leaders, libraries
M music, memories, mentors, missionaries, mercy, miracles
N new beginnings, neighbors, newborns
O opportunities, oceans, offerings, olive branches, open doors
P prayer, psalms, pastors, parents, pets, potential, play
Q questions, quiet, quilts
R relationships, recycling, reconciliation, the richness of God’s bounty 
S staff members, smiles, stories, surprises, strength, scholarships, seminaries
T time, talent, treasure, Trinity, toys, tradition, today
U the universe
V vision, voices, volunteers
W water, wells, words, warmth, wisdom, wholeness, work
X x-rays
Y youth
Z  Zanny, zippers

gratitude ministries

Let us know... If you or a loved one is hospitalized we would like to 
express our care, so please let the church offi ce know by calling the 
Church Offi ce at 439-7400.We would also like to know if you have been 
blessed with a new baby in your family. The New Child Ministry team would 
like to celebrate the gift of a child through birth or adoption by a quick visit to 
your home to deliver a meal and a baby gift to your home. 

May our gratitude to God be fresh 
each day and may we express it 
openly through our words and our 
deeds. –The Gratitude Team

If you would like to share a 
message of gratitude, contact 
The Gratitude Team by email 
(gratitudeministry@trinitylc.org) or with a note dropped in the offering plate or 
in the Church Offi ce.

LENT 2008 

Ash Wednesday – Feb. 6
A special service of Dramatic Reading, 
Holy Communion, and Anointing

Worship at noon and 7 p.m.

Jesus and Stories of 
Transformation
Feb. 10 – Good Samaritan

Feb. 17 – Nicodemus

Feb. 24 – Samaritan Woman

March 2 – Blind Man

March 9 – Lazarus

NEW: Tuesday Evening 
Meditative Worship
Feb. 12, 19, 26; March 4, 11
7-7:30 p.m. – Worship Center
Come nurture your soul and 
experience the peaceful and loving 
presence of God through music, 
prayers, and silence. Engage your 
heart and mind in a new way this 
Lenten season. Come for worship, 
stay for learning. 

See pages 4-5 for Tuesday evening 
learning opportunities during Lent.

This Lenten Road - 
Wednesday noon worship
Feb. 13, 20, 27, March 5, 12
Though music, art, and the spoken 
work we invite you to travel the 
2008 Lenten journey together. Each 
Wednesday noon during Lent, take 30 
minutes to center your life on Jesus 
and his journey to the cross – what 
does that mean to us today? During 
the fi ve weeks of lent, Trinity’s 
pastors will explore their perspectives 
on what this journey is all about. On 
Wed., Feb. 27 our journey will be 
lead by organist Laura Edman. This 
service is a Trinity tradition that we 
proudly offer to the community at 
large. A soup and sandwich lunch will 
follow each service. Come and bring 
your friends. 



Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van is available during the 
Sunday 9 a.m. worship service. A 
van ride is available for members or 
non-members lacking other means 
of transportation. Please call the 
Church Offi ce (439-7400) between 
9 a.m. Wed. and 4 p.m. Thurs. 
to reserve your seat each week. 
Estimated pick-up times at senior 
residences are:
8:15 a.m. – Boutwells Landing
8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
8:45 a.m. – Rivertown Commons 

Publication Number: USPS 1509-650
Published once per month by 
Trinity Lutheran Church
115 N. 4th St., Box 339, Stillwater, MN 55082
Editor: Mary Steffl 
Design & Layout: Amy Shalles
Articles for the next Trinity Today
(March issue ), are due Fri., Feb. 1 to begin 
arriving in mailboxes Feb. 14. 
Offi ce: 651-439-7400; Fax: 651-430-2935 
E-mail: trinitytoday@trinitylc.org 
Web Site: www.trinitylc.org
Trinity Today is also available in full-color for 
download at Trinity’s web site. 
Postmaster: Send address changes to 
Trinity Lutheran Church, PO Box 339, 
Stillwater, MN 55082.

worship opportunities

remember 
in your prayers

• Wednesdays, 7 p.m.: The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)
• Saturdays, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion

 • Sundays, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 
• Sundays, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery

 • Wed., Feb. 6: Ash Wednesday: Worship at noon & 7 p.m.
 • Tue., Feb. 12, 7 p.m.: Lenten Meditative Worship 

Please notify the Trinity offi ce at 439-
7400 if you or anyone you know has a 
prayer need, or when you or a loved one 
is hospitalized (the hospitals do NOT 
notify us of admissions), has a baby or a 
death occurs in the family. Please contact 
Jane Backe at 439-6006 or 
Jan Most at 436-7264 for prayer team 
submissions.

Support in Prayer
• Kay Kraft 

Baptisms
• Regan Tyler Christensen, daughter 

of Tyler & Rebecca Christensen
• Dominic Michael Gresafe, son of 

Phillip & Rochelle Gresafe
• Elsa Jayne Stebbins, daughter of 

Richard & Marny Stebbins
• Nathan John Leske, son of 

Steven & Aleta Leske
• Garrett Emeril Nelson, son of 

Keith & Jeannie Nelson

trinity transportation

Trinity Worship Services 
broadcast on local cable
Trinity’s 9 a.m. Sunday worship service 
is broadcast at 11 a.m. on Sundays on 
Channel 18. A recorded service airs on 
Wednesday at 1 & 7 p.m., Thursdays at 
1 & 6 a.m., Fridays at 4 & 10 p.m., and 
Saturday at 4 & 9 a.m. 

trinity.today.

worship attendance
December 22 & 23
 5 p.m. 70 
 9 a.m. 313 
 10:30 a.m. 178
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Jonathan 
Nye 
the Psalms 

Guy 
Psalm 23:4 
I may walk through valleys 
as dark as death, but I won’t 
be afraid. You are with me, 
and your shepherd’s rod 
makes me feel safe. 

We all have our valleys. Two of 
my most diffi cult valleys were the 
loss of a spouse and the failure of 
a business. Both were hard to live 
through. I didn’t know what the 
future might bring. It was unsettling, 
confusing, and despairing. 

Others have their valleys, some 
much more diffi cult, others maybe 
less so, but we all have them. And 
we will continue to experience the 
valleys of life. They are part of life. 

We needn’t be afraid. That doesn’t 
mean we won’t fear at all, but when 
we are afraid, that fear doesn’t 
have to rule us. Under it all is the 
knowledge that God is with us, and 
there is every reason to feel safe and 
secure in that knowing. 

To know God is with us during 
these struggles is an indescribable 
gift. To be with someone is assuring. 
When I am with someone else in the 
dark, I feel less afraid, and having 
another person at home with me 
makes it possible to ignore all the 
sounds that I would otherwise 
question or investigate right away. 
To be with my family is to feel 
complete and happy. 

To know that God is with us is all 
we need. We know God is there to 
talk to, to think about and to expect 
an answer for our most diffi cult 
questions. God is our protector, 
maybe in ways we don’t even know 
about. 

The Lord of Hosts is with us, the 
God of Jacob is our refuge.

January 5 & 6
5 p.m. 115
9 a.m. 434

 10:30 a.m. 352

January 12 & 13
 5 p.m. 106 
 9 a.m. 331 
 10:30 a.m. 308

December 29 & 30
5 p.m. 92
9 a.m. 238

 10:30 a.m. 201
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Thu., Jan. 17   
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level 
 9 a.m.  Gospel of John: Living Room 
 12 p.m.  Hilltoppers: Garden Room
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Bastketball: Gym 
 7 p.m.  the WALK Rehearsal: 

Worship Center 
Fri., Jan. 18   
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 8 a.m.  Mexico Mission Quilting: Narthex 
 5 p.m.  Jr High Ski Trip Leaves   
Sat., Jan. 19   
 1 p.m.  Knower/Allen Wedding: Chapel
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
Sun., Jan. 20   
 9 a.m.  Sunday School: Lower Level
 9 a.m.  Couples Small Group: 
  Library Conf. Room 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, 

NURSERY 
 9 a.m.  Everthing Must Change: 108B 
 9 a.m.  Couples Small Group: 

Library Conf. Room 
 9 a.m.  Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 9 a.m.  Bible Explorers: Garden Room 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, 

NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m.  Baptism Instruction: Garden Room 
 10:30 a.m.  Illness Transition: Living Room 
 10:30 a.m.  Sunday School: Lower Level 
 10:30 a.m.  Couples Small Groups: Luther Hall 
 2 p.m.  Trinity Rec. League (TRL): Gym 
 4 p.m.  From Me to We: Living Room 
 5:30 p.m.  Young Adult Book Study: 108B 
 10 p.m.  Jr High Ski Trip Returns   
Mon., Jan. 21 – No School  
 7:30 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Basketball: Gym 
 6:30 p.m.  Cong. Council Meeting: 

Offi ce Conf. Room 
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Luther Hall 
 7 p.m.  Monday Night Bible Study: 

Library 
 8 p.m.  Co-ed Adult Basketball: Gym 
Tue., Jan. 22   
 6:30 a.m.  Gratitude Team Meeting: 

Offi ce Conf. Room 
 8:30 a.m.  Tuesday Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Offi ce Conf. Room 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Bastketball: Gym 
 6:30 p.m.  Recovery Resource Library Dedica-

tion: Living Room 
Wed., Jan. 23   
 9 a.m.  Pilates w/ Stability Ball: Narthex
 4:30 p.m.  Band Practice: Worship Center 
 5 p.m.  Allelulia Choir: Choir Room 
 5 p.m.  Joyful Noise Choir: Chapel 
 5:30 p.m.  Family Pizza Hour: Gym 
 6 p.m.  Bible Explorers: Gym
 6 p.m.  Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 6 p.m.  Conf. Leader Mtg (7-8): Narthex 
 6 p.m.  Wed School: Lower Level 
 6:30 p.m.  Conf. Leader Mtg (9): Narthex
 6:30 p.m.  Gr. 7-8 Confi rmation: Lower Level 
 7 p.m.  The River Worship: Garden Room 
 7 p.m.  Gr. 9 Confi rmation: Lower Level
 7 p.m.  Temple Choir: Choir Room

Thu., Jan. 24  
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting:  Library 
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level
 9 a.m.  Gospel of John: Living Room 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Bastketball: Gym 
 7 p.m.  the WALK Rehearsal: 

Worship Center 
Fri., Jan. 25  
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 10 a.m.  Knitting Ministry: Living Room 
 6:30 p.m.  Winter Warm Up: Garden Room 
Sat., Jan. 26  
 9 a.m.  Sr. Hi Service: JESUS Delivers 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION
 5 p.m. Singles Worship/Dinner
Sun., Jan. 27
 9 a.m.  Couples Small Group: 

Library Conf. Room 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, 

NURSERY
 9 a.m.  Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 9 a.m.  Bible Explorers: Garden Room 
 9 a.m.  Sunday School: Lower Level 
 9 a.m.  Everthing Must Change: 108B 
 10:30 a.m. A Graceful Life: Living Room 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, 

NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m.  Sunday School: Lower Level 
 2 p.m.  Trinity Rec. League (TRL): Gym 
 5:30 p.m.  Young Adult Book Study: 108B 
Mon., Jan. 28 – No School  
 7:30 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Basketball: Gym 
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi: Luther Hall 
 7 p.m.  Monday Night Bible Study: 

Library 
 8 p.m.  Co-ed Adult Basketball: Gym 
Tue., Jan. 29
 6:30 a.m.  Gratitude Team meeting: 

Offi ce Conference Room 
 8:30 a.m.  Tuesday Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Offi ce Conf. Room 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Bastketball: Gym 
Wed., Jan. 30  
 9 a.m.  Pilates w/ Stability Ball: Narthex 
 9:15 a.m.  Hearts of the Home: Lower Level 
 4:30 p.m.  Band Practice: Worship Center 
 5 p.m.  Allelulia Choir: Choir Room 
 5 p.m.  Joyful Noise Choir: Chapel 
 5:30 p.m.  Family Pizza Hour: Gym 
 6 p.m.  Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 6 p.m.  Bible Explorers: Gym
 6 p.m.  Wed School: Lower Level 
 6 p.m.  Conf. Leader Mtg (7-8): Narthex 
 6:30 p.m.  Conf. Leader Mtg (9): Narthex 
 6:30 p.m.  Gr. 7-8 Confi rmation: Lower Level 
 7 p.m.  Temple Choir: Choir Room
 7 p.m.  Jubilate Bells Rehearsal: Chapel 
 7 p.m.  The River Worship: Garden Room 
 7 p.m.  Gr. 9 Confi rmation: Lower Level
Thu., Jan. 31  
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level
 9 a.m.  Gospel of John: Living Room 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Bastketball: Gym  
 7 p.m.  the WALK Rehearsal: 

Worship Center 
Fri., Feb. 1  
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library
 6:30 p.m.  Cabin Fever: Lower Level 
Sat., Feb. 2  
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION 

Sun., Feb. 3 
 9 a.m.  Couples Small Group: 

Library Conference Room 
 9 a.m.  Sunday School: Lower Level 
 9 a.m.  Everthing Must Change: 108B 
 9 a.m.  Couples Small Group: 

Library Conference Room 
 9 a.m.  Bible Explorers: Garden Room 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, 

NURSERY 
 9 a.m.  Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 10:30 a.m.  Meyers Briggs 2: Garden Room 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, 

NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m.  Sunday School: Lower Level 
 10:30 a.m.  Couples Small Groups: 

Luther Hall 
 10:30 a.m.  LYS 2: Buckingham: Living Room 
 12 p.m.  Mexico Mission Meeting: 

Garden Room 
 2 p.m.  Trinity Rec. League (TRL): Gym 
 5:30 p.m.  Young Adult Book Study: 108B 
Mon., Feb. 4  
 7:30 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m.  Small Group Leader & Coach 

Training: Library 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Basketball: Gym 
 7 p.m.  Monday Night Bible Study: 

Living Library 
 8 p.m.  Co-ed Adult Basketball: Gym 
Tue., Feb. 5
 6:30 a.m.  Gratitude Team Meeting: 

Offi ce Conf. Room 
 8:30 a.m.  Tuesday Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off : Lower Level 
 1 p.m.  Martha Circle: Wilma Edhlund 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Offi ce Conf. Room 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Bastketball: Gym 
 7:30 p.m.  NOOMA Films: Living Room 
 7:30 p.m.  Book Study-Walk on Water: 

Offi ce Conf. Room 
 7:30 p.m.  Jesus saves?: Garden Room 
Wed., Feb. 6 – Ash Wednesday 
 9 a.m.  Pilates w/ Stability Ball: Narthex 
 9:15 a.m.  Hearts of the Home: Lower Level 
 12 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, 

LUNCH
 4:30 p.m.  Band Practice: Worship Center 
 6 p.m.  Conf. Leader Mtg (7-8): Narthex 
 6:30 p.m.  Gr. 7-8 Confi rmation: Lower Level 
 6:30 p.m.  Conf. Leader Mtg (9): Narthex 
 7 p.m.  Gr. 9 Confi rmation: Lower Level
 7 p.m.  The River Worship: Garden Room 
 7 p.m.  Temple Choir: Choir Room
Thu., Feb. 7  
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 9 a.m.  Gospel of John: Living Room 
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level 
 2 p.m.  Caregiver Support Group: 

Joseph’s Restaurant 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Bastketball: Gym 
 7 p.m.  Small Group Leader/Coach 

Training: Library 
 7 p.m.  WALK Rehearsal: Worship Center 
 7 p.m.  Living Your Strengths: Living 

Room 
Fri., Feb. 8   
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
Sat., Feb. 9 
 8:30 a.m.  You Figure it Out!: Living Room 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION
 5:30 p.m.  Couples Valentine Dinner/Games: 

Garden Room

Sun., Feb. 10
 9 a.m.  Couples Small Group: 

Library Conference Room 
 9 a.m.  Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 9 a.m.  Bible Explorers: Garden Room 
 9 a.m.  Sunday School: Lower Level 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, 

NURSERY 
 9 a.m.  Everthing Must Change: 108B 
 10:30 a.m.  Jesus saves?: Garden Room 
 10:30 a.m.  Meyers-Briggs 3a: 

Offi ce Conf.  Room 
 10:30 a.m.  LYS 2: Buckingham Videos: 

Living Room 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, 

NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m.  Sunday School: Lower Level 
 12 p.m.  Tanzania Meeting: Garden Room 
 2 p.m.  Trinity Rec. League (TRL): Gym 
 3 p.m.  Singles Leadership Team: 108B 
 4 p.m.  Singles Potluck: Garden Room
 5:30 p.m.  Young Adult Book Study: 108B 
 Mon., Feb. 11  
 7:30 a.m.  AA Meeting: Library 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Basketball (Gr. K-2): Gym 
 6 p.m.  Trinity for Tomorrow Team: 108B 
 7 p.m.  Rebekah Circle: Carolyn Minor 
 7 p.m.  Monday Night Bible Study: 

Library 
 8 p.m.  Co-ed Adult Basketball: Gym 
 Tue., Feb. 12  
 6:30 a.m.  Gratitude Team: Offi ce Conf. Room 
 8:30 a.m.  Tuesday Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level 
 9 a.m.  Retired Men’s Group: Garden Room 
 9:15 a.m.  Leah Circle: Norma Johnson 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Offi ce Conf. Room 
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Bastketball: Gym 
 7 p.m.  Lenten Worship  
 7:30 p.m.  NOOMA Films: Living Room 
 Wed., Feb. 13  
 9 a.m.  Pilates w/ Stability Ball: Narthex 
 12 p.m.  WORSHIP; Lunch following
 4:30 p.m.  Band Practice: Worship Center 
 5 p.m.  Joyful Noise Choir: Heritage Chapel 
 5 p.m.  Allelulia Choir: Choir Room 
 5:30 p.m.  Family Pizza Hour: Gym 
 6 p.m.  Wed School: Lower Level
 6 p.m.  Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 6:30 p.m.  Conf. Leader Mtg (7-8): Narthex 
 6 p.m.  Bible Explorers : Gym, Youth Center 
 6:30 p.m.  Conf. Leader Mtg (9): Narthex 
 6:30 p.m.  Gr. 7-8 Confi rmation : Lower Level 
 7 p.m.  Temple Choir: Choir Room
 7 p.m.  Gr. 9 Confi rmation: Lower Level
 7 p.m.  The River Worship: Garden Room 
 7 p.m.  Jubilate Bells Rehearsal: Chapel 
 Thu., Feb. 14  
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting : Library 
 9 a.m.  Gospel of John: Living Room 
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Lower Level
 6 p.m.  R.O.C.K. Bastketball : Gym 
 7 p.m.  the WALK Rehearsal: 

Worship Center 
 Fri., Feb. 15  
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting : Library 
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Misson Tanzania weekend
Sat. & Sun., Jan. 26 & 27; Special Worship Services
Come and hear about the current status of our many Tanzanian 
mission projects. Sunday school students will begin their 
“Change for Tanzania” Challenge with a collection date of 
Sun., Feb. 10. In 2008 we are focusing on continuing to build 
basic infrastructure at the Bomalang’ombe Secondary School, 
near our partner congregation in Mwatasi. Fundraising and 
project work focuses on a new dorm for the boys as well 
as science classrooms with furniture and lab equipment. 
Applications for the June, 2008 trip will be available on 
Sun., Jan. 27. Applications and $200 deposit are due on 

Sun., Feb. 17. Contact Tom Thiets, at ext. 146 or 
Michele Hermansen, at michele2255@gmail.com 

with questions.

trinity.today.

Upcoming 
Mission Trip Dates:
Applications for June 2008 
trip available: 
Sun., Jan. 27
Change for Tanzania 
children’s challenge due: 
Sun., Feb. 10
Trip informational meeting: 
Sun., Feb. 10, noon
Applications and $200 
deposit for June trip due: 
Sun., Feb. 17
Mission Team selection 
posted: 
Sun., March 2


