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6 p.m.
A Norwegian Supper
Created by Susan Carr and served by the 
Temple Choir
Delicacies include smorbrod and pickled 
herring, served in the Commons
$10 per person (maximum 100 guests)
Call Diane Rollie at 439-7400, ext. 141, to 
reserve your ticket, or purchase online at trinitylc.org

7 p.m.
Artist’s Reception
Meet and talk with artist Claire Anne Thone
View her works in the Narthex gallery
Free and open to all

8 p.m. 
Festive Concert
featuring, from Norway, 
soprano Elisabeth Tandberg
and The Valley Chamber 
Chorale
Free and open to all

Trinity is a diverse mix of people; in honoring the 
Norwegians among us, we are only beginning a journey 
that will hopefully take us to cultures throughout the 
world and remind us that we are all one in Christ.
From the Land of the Midnight Sun is a first in a series 
of events to be sponsored by the Trinity Fine Arts 
group this season. Look for other events in November, 
February and April. 

From the Land of the Midnight Sun

Trinity Fine Arts
presents

A festival of Norwegian music, art & food

Saturday, October 6

“Scandi-lion” by Claire Anne Thone 

Elisabeth Tandberg



Interested in joining 
Trinity?
Have you been worshipping at Trinity, 
taking a class, participating in a mission 
trip – and wonder how to partner with 
Trinity in a deeper way? Membership at 
Trinity is an intentional act that joins us 
with one another to partner and steward 
our God-given gifts, talents, and time for 
the sake of carrying out God’s mission 
in the world. If you or someone you 
know is interested in joining Trinity at 
this time, please contact Diane Rollie 
at drollie@trinitylc.org or 439-7400, 
ext. 141. Membership forms can also 

be downloaded from our 
website at:
www.trinitylc.org/

Want to receive a Trinity 
e-newsletter?
An e-newsletter sent via email each 
Thursday is now available at Trinity. 
In it you will fi nd activities, volunteer 
opportunities and other important 
information for the coming week. If you 
would like to receive this e-newsletter, 
please visit our website at www.trinitylc.
org and click on the subscribe icon in the 
lower right corner.

Sunday van schedule
Trinity’s van will be available during 
the Sunday 9 a.m. worship service. 
A van ride is available for members 
or non-members lacking other means 
of transportation. Please call the 
Church Offi ce (439-7400) between 
9 a.m. Wed. and 4 p.m. Thurs. to 
reserve your seat each week. Estimated 
pick-up times at senior residences if 
you have reserved a seat are:
8:15 a.m. – Boutwells Landing
8:25 a.m. – Raymie Johnson
8:35 a.m. – Croixdale
8:40 a.m. – Oakridge
8:45 a.m. – Rivertown  
    Commons 
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worship 
a t t e n d a n c e
September 1 & 2 

5 p.m. 50 
Drive-In 404

 10 a.m. 111

September 8 & 9
5 p.m. 88
9 a.m. 248

 10:30 a.m. 339

TODAY

worship o p p o r t u n i t i e s

remember in your prayers

September 15 & 16
 • Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 
 • Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery
 • Sunday, 6 p.m.: The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)

September 22 & 23
 • Saturday, 5 p.m.: Worship, Communion
 • Sunday, 9 a.m.: Traditional Worship 
 • Sunday, 10:30 a.m.: the WALK Worship, Communion, Nursery
 • Sunday, 6 p.m.: The River (Grades 9-12 youth worship)

Please notify the Trinity offi ce at 439-7400 if you or anyone you know has 
a prayer need, or when you or a loved one is hospitalized (the hospitals 

do NOT notify us of admissions), has a baby or a death occurs in the family. Please 
contact Jane Backe at 439-6006 or Jan Most at 436-7264 for prayer team submissions.

Support in Prayer
• Jim Jenson   • Ken Johnson   • Dan Handevidt   • Mary Wolf

Baptisms
• Donovan Brian Weiss, son of Matt Weiss and Krissi Featherstone
Births
• A grandson, Vincent James Mykkanen, to Marty & Wendy Mykkanen 

Altar Flowers
• Sept. 22 & 23 – In memory of Evelyn Rydeen, who passed away one year ago, 

given by her husband, George 
• Sept. 22 & 23 – In memory of Richard Segelstrom, given by wife JoAnne 

and family

trinity
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n

Photos of military 
personnel sought
The Trinity Fine Arts Committee is 
seeking framed photographs of military 
personnel for a Veterans’ Day exhibit. 
We would like to display photos 
of people currently serving in the 
military,  as well as veterans. For more 
information or to submit a photo, 
contact Larry Loyer at 206-2603.



living your fa ith
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By Jody Thone

I am in transition. I have sent my 
son, Nicholas, off for his fi rst year of 
college in Chicago and I am feeling the 
intensity of letting go. My head, heart, 
body and soul all feel this change. I 
am excited about launching him as an 
adult; I believe he will do well, it isn’t 
about that. It’s about me. It’s about 
my transition. I have practiced for 18+ 
years a hands-on love. An active, full 
heart, on-the-go love and now I must 
learn a different stage or type of love. I 
am asking myself and God, “How do I 
faithfully let go?” 

Letting go seems 
strange to me. I 
am much more 
focused on 
connecting with 
others, starting 
things, and 
building things 
than about letting 
go. Yet, I know 
that endings are 
as much a part of 
living as beginnings. 
Spring and summer 
eventually lead to 
fall and winter. It’s a 
natural system. I feel 
God is calling me into 
this transition, into 
a practice of letting 
go. I’m learning in 
small steps, not the 
large-step endings 
that I saw recently on 
the news as parents 
grieved the death of 
their son in Iraq. I am 
missing my son because 
he is in Chicago, another 
parent is missing their 
child as they send them 
off to kindergarten, yet 
another is missing their 
child because they have 
been killed in war. We are 
all walking this path. I have 
small steps to walk; others 
have very large steps. 

“We don’t get sad for 
peanuts,” I say it over again 
in my head, “We don’t get sad 

Letting Go 

missing my son because 
he is in Chicago, another 

child as they send them 
off to kindergarten, yet 
another is missing their 
child because they have 
been killed in war. We are 
all walking this path. I have 
small steps to walk; others 

peanuts,” I say it over again 
in my head, “We don’t get sad 

Nicholas–

There is nothing in this world that I love more than 

being your mom. I will continue to be your Mom, 

forever and always, but I am transitioning into a 

role that holds you more lightly. I will take another 

step back to make room for your adult place in this 

world. I will let go as you make your way into being 

an adult. 

I will need your grace and forgiveness at times 

because it is not always easy for me to let go. Please 

don’t interpret this as a lack of trust or confi dence 

in your capabilities as an adult. It is not about 

that, not about you, but rather about me. I have 

practiced for 18+ years a hands-on love.  An active, 

full heart, on-the-go love and now I must learn a 

different stage or type of love.

Nicholas, I do trust you. I do believe in you. I 

simply and deeply love you. I celebrate your 

accomplishments and I eagerly await more of life 

unfolding for you. I hold the intention of love, 

confi dence, courage, wisdom and authenticity for 

your life. I also hold the intention of perseverance 

and grace for your life. You will stumble along the 

path. We all do. Please forgive yourself and go 

forward into life. Your accomplishments as an adult 

may be deemed big or small by the world but the 

true measure of a man, of a successful life is in 

listening to God’s whispers, having conversations 

with God and discerning and following your 

authentic path in life.

This defi nition of a successful life is my prayer 

for you.

    Love, Mom - xoxo

It hits me straight on. I get 
to keep parenting. I get to 
learn how I will be “Mom” 
during this next phase of life. 
I get to take small steps. I 
am fi lled with gratitude. I 
am fi lled with compassion 
for mothers and fathers all 
around the world who are 
learning about loving and 
letting go. I pray for more 
tears and good-byes that 
are about school buses 
and college dorms and 
less from war, starvation 
and other acts of 
violence. 

Yet I still ask God, 
“What am I going to do 
when both of my kids 
are grown? What am 
I going to do with all 
the practice I’ve had at 
nurturing and loving 
my children?” 

God whispers back, 
“I called your heart 
to see the beauty of a 
life growing into its 
full, God-inspired 
self. I called you to 
nurturing true-self 
in people. I called 
you to peace. 
These are not 
ending. It’s just 
the beginning.”

for peanuts.” My coach, Julio Ollala, 
told me this once. It’s his Chilean 
way of telling me that my sadness is 
pointing to what’s important to me.

It’s pointing to my passions, my call; 
Nicholas is important to me. Kirsten is 
important to me. Children. The beauty 
of a life growing into its full, God-
inspired self is important to me. The 
importance of nurturing true-self in 
people. The importance of peace.

I decided to write Nicholas a letter: 



serve the w o r l d
Valley Food Shelf painting
Sat., Sept. 22
We made alot of progress in painting 
the large pantry for the Valley 
Outreach Food Shelf on Curve Crest. 
We still need help on Sat., Sept 22 to 
finish painting the tall walls. Lunch is 
provided and we will get a tour of the 
new facility! We also need donations to 
cover the cost of the paint. Please call 
Kathy Hagen at 426-7176 if you can 
help or donate.

Second annual adult 
Mexico mission trip 
Trip dates: Feb. 21 thru Feb. 29 
In February of 2008 a group of 
adults will travel to our base camp in 
Chuburna Puerto, a gulf coast village 
north of Merida, Yucatan. We will 
spend the week serving our friends, 
learning about the culture and cuisine 
of the Mayan civilization, and enjoying 
the recreational opportunities in the 
surrounding area. Trinity has been 
sending groups of youth and adults to 
this area since 1990. In these 16 years, 
youth and adults from the St. Croix 
Valley have forged deep relationships 
that continue to this day. Many of you 
have sponsored these missionaries over 
the past 16 years. You now have the 
opportunity to travel the same streets 
as missionaries from years past. We will 
be led on our mission trip by a team of 
experienced missionaries – Tom Thiets, 
Trinity’s Director of Missions,  
Marlene Harty, and Lisa Thiets, who 
have been co-leaders on trips to the 
border and the Yucatan. If you have any 
questions please call Tom at 439-7400, 
Marlene at 439-6444 or Lisa at  
430-2357.

Attention 3M Employees
The newly forming “Card Ministry” 
needs double-sided tape as they craft 
cards. If you have an opportunity to 
buy this item inexpensively, please 
consider helping them out with this 
expense. Contact Janet Plaster at  
439-4206 or Kris Linner at 
klinner@trinitylc.org if you have 
questions or tape to donate.

JESUS Delivers
Sat., Sept. 22; Oct. 27; Nov. 3, 17;  
Dec. 1, 15, 22, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Meet at The Daily Grind coffee shop in 
Stillwater and carpool to St. Paul
Serve meals to homeless men and 
women in St. Paul. Contact Peter  
or Cary Bolstorff at  
peterbolstorff@scelimited.com or 
caryjbolstorff@comcast.net, or  
439-8342 to serve. For complete details 
about the JESUS Delivers ministry, visit 
www.jesusdelivers.info

Kowalski’s Groceries for 
Good Causes gives back to 
Trinity
Trinity participates in the “Groceries 
for Good Causes” program through 
Kowalski’s supermarket. Next time 
you shop at Kowalski’s, simply leave 
your receipt in the cubby box near the 
exit marked “Trinity Lutheran.” The 
amount of the purchase doesn’t matter, 
just the number of receipts collected. If 
you want to keep your receipt in case 
you need to make a return, just ask 
for a second receipt and they’ll gladly 
provide one.

Mission Tanzania update
September Mission Tanzania Trip
The next mission trip departs for 
Tanzania at the end of September. 
The project goal is to connect the 
Bomalang’ombe Secondary School 
with electricity! This is a wonderful 
opportunity to facilitate better learning 
opportunities and living conditions 
at the school. Our mission projects 
are continuing to nurture the seeds of 
positive change in Tanzania. There is 
a role in Mission Tanzania for anyone 
with the drive and commitment to 
make a difference. 

Mission Tanzania brochure revised 
Our brochure for Mission Tanzania 
has been revised to include the present 
status of all projects. The brochure 
also highlights education needs and 
exciting mission developments at the 
Bomalang’ombe Secondary School. 
Copies are available in the Commons  
at Trinity and at all worship services. 
The next trip open to all adults is in 
June 2008. Contact Tom Thiets at  
ext. 146 for more information.4

Jonathan 
Nye 
the Psalms 

Guy 

Psalm 1:1 
God blesses those people 
who refuse evil advice and 
won’t follow sinners or join in 
sneering at God. 

There you have it. Do the right thing 
and you will be blessed by God!   

Or is it all that simple? Who among us 
has not followed some evil advice and 
reaped either good or bad from it? 
“Oh, it wasn’t all that wrong, and it 
helped my family save some money!” 
“If only I had not taken her advice, I 
wouldn’t be in this predicament.” 

This verse begins the Psalms. Right 
away we learn what evil is: Not taking 
God seriously, belittling a belief in the 
Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer of all 
the earth. Or as this translation puts it 
– sneering at God.   

The first Psalm is instructive, 
it’s about the law. As the Psalms 
reflect the many moods of believers 
– worship, respect, anger, revenge, 
total awe – the underlying purpose is 
to know and fear God.   

It isn’t what we do and it isn’t what 
we don’t do that matters most to the 
Creator. It is to know God is there 
and to trust God to teach us and lead 
us. Acknowledging God for who God 
is, this is anti-evil. Evil people and 
sinners are those who just don’t care.     

Those are blessed who stand in awe of 
the kindness and justice of God. 

As we explore the Psalms together, 
may you be blessed as we see how 
these two thousand plus verses are 
so timeless and how they so aptly 
express our thoughts and feelings 
today. 

Knowing God is a source 
of blessing beyond time 
and culture.
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sep. 15- sep. 28 c a l e n d a r
Sat., Sep. 15
  5 p.m. Twins Game/Hank Nelson Concert   
  5 p.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
Sun., Sep. 16
 9 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m. WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 7 p.m. The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12): Garden Room 
Mon., Sep. 17
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 9:30 a.m. Singles Connection: Service Project   
 6:30 p.m. Tai Chi-Session 1: Gym 
 6:30 p.m. Congregational Council Meeting: Offi ce Conf. Room 
 7 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study: Living Library 
Tue., Sep. 18
 6:30 a.m. Gratitude Ministry Team Meeting: Offi ce Conf. Room 
 8:30 a.m. Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m.  Croixdale Sr. Communion   
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Room 106, Luther Hall, Nursery 
 9:45 a.m. Good Samaritan Sr. Communion   
 10:30 a.m.  Greeley Sr. Communion   
 1:15 p.m. Prayer Group: Offi ce Conf. Room 
 7 p.m. Public Forum on Taxes: Garden Room 

Wed., Sep. 18
 9 a.m. Pilates w/Stability Ball: Narthex 
 9:15 a.m. Heart of the Home Moms: Lower Level 
 9:30 a.m. Singles Connection: Service Project   
 5 p.m. Joyful Noise Choir (K-Gr. 2): Heritage Chapel 
 5 p.m. Allelulia Choir (Gr. 3-6): Choir Room 
 6 p.m. Confi rmation Leader Training: Worship Center 
 7 p.m. Temple Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room, Worship Center 
Thu., Sep. 20
 9 a.m. Mom’s Day Off: Room 106, Luther Hall, Nursery 
 6 p.m. Wedding Rehearsal-Felsenthal/Reiter: Worship Center
 6:30 p.m. Children’s Ministry Leader Training: Garden Room 
 7 p.m. the WALK Rehearsal: Worship Center 
Fri., Sep. 21
 7 a.m.  AA Meeting: Living Library 
 9:30 a.m. Singles Connection: Service Project   
Sat., Sep. 22
 3 p.m. Wedding-Felsenthal/Reiter: Worship Center 
 5 p.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION 
Sun., Sep. 23
 9 a.m. Sunday School (3yr-gr. 2): Lower Level 
 9 a.m.  Bible Explorers (Gr. 3-4): Gym 
 9 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 9 a.m.  Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 10:30 a.m.  WORSHIP, COMMUNION, NURSERY 
 10:30 a.m. Sunday School (3 yrs.-gr. 6): Lower Level 
Mon., Sep. 24
 7:30 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 6:30 p.m.  Tai Chi-Session 1: Gym 
 7 p.m. Monday Night Bible Study: Living Library 

Tue., Sep. 25
 8:30 a.m.  Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Living Room 
 9 a.m.  Mom’s Day Off: Room 106, Luther Hall, Nursery 
 1:15 p.m.  Prayer Group: Offi ce Conf. Room 
 Wed., Sep. 26
 9 a.m.  Pilates w/Stability Ball: Narthex 
 5 p.m.  Joyful Noise Choir (K-Gr. 2): Heritage Chapel 
 5 p.m.  Allelulia Choir (Gr. 3-6): Choir Room 
 5:30 p.m.  Pizza-Children’s Ministry 
 6 p.m. Wednesday School (3 yrs.-Gr. 2): Lower Level 
 6 p.m. Pizza-Gr. 7-8 Confi rmation 
 6 p.m. Club 56 (Gr. 5-6): Luther Hall 
 6 p.m.  Bible Explorers (Gr. 3-4): Gym 
 6:30 p.m.  Confi rmation Gr. 7-8 kick-off/Parent Night: Narthex 
 7 p.m.  Confi rmation Gr. 9 kick-off/Parent Night: Narthex 
 7 p.m. Temple Choir Rehearsal: Choir Room, Worship Center 
 7 p.m. The River Youth Worship (Gr. 9-12): Garden Room 
Thu., Sep. 27
 9 a.m. Mom’s Day Off: Room 106, Luther Hall, Nursery 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Katrina Info/Sign-up Meeting: Living Room 
 7 p.m. the WALK Rehearsal: Worship Center 
Fri., Sep. 28
 6:30 a.m. Sr. Hi Breakfast Club Kickoff: Garden Room 
 7 a.m. AA Meeting: Living Library 
 9 a.m. New Member Leadership Team: Offi ce Conf. Room 
 10 a.m. Knitting Ministry: Living Room 

Small Groups

Experience Jesus among 
us, in us, and through us! 
Jesus was born into a human family just 
as we were. When he became a man and 
responded to his “call,” the fi rst thing he 
did was form a small group of 12. The 
gospels are full of accounts of Jesus and 
his small group “doing life together” 
– loving, supporting, learning, serving, 
transforming, experimenting, repenting, 
collaborating, taking risks, solving 
problems, grieving, laughing...

Just as in Jesus’ day, our lives are a process 
of growth and change. Sometimes that 
happens in smooth and predictable 
ways, but more frequently it comes as 
we travel through the ups and downs of 
life’s transitions. As followers of Jesus, 
our spiritual growth is enhanced when we 
share our journey with others through 
small groups. It is in a Christian small 
group where our sense of belonging 
assures us of God’s love 
and surrounds us with the 
support of God’s people. 
As we grow together, 
we are challenged and 
transformed to be 
servants and leaders of 
faith in the world.

What would you change your schedule for this fall?
What’s going on in your life right now?

Could there be value in journeying together with others who share similarities?
Do any of these groups sound like good matches for you?

• If you have questions
• If you would like help joining an existing group
• If you would like help starting a new group
• If you are interested in becoming a small group leader or coach

Contact Julie Jolivette, 439-7400, ext. 108 or 
jjolivette@trinitylc.org

These are just some of the groups that could be started – the possibilities are 
endless – use your imagination! Also check-out the Trinity Adult Ministries 
brochure which should have recently arrived in your mail. This publication 
contains a wide variety of small group opportunities which you are invited to join.   

We invite and encourage you to participate in a small group!

First-time 
Parenting

Life After Divorce
Where Someone 
Knows My Name

Xtreme Sport, 
Xtreme Faith

The Family-
Career Shuffle

Parenting Teens
Job 

Transition 
Needed

Learning 
How To Pray

Films & 
Faith

Book Discussions

Grandparenting: The 
Joys & Challenges

Waiting Patiently 
(or not)

Mission TrippingCaring for Parents

small g r o u p s
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FALL CLASSES
Jesus 101
Sun., 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Sept. 30; Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28;  
Nov. 4, 11, 18; Dec. 2, 9  OR  
Tue., 7-8 p.m., Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30;  
Nov. 6, 13, 20; Dec. 4, 11 – Garden Room
Jesus of Nazareth has fascinated 
people for centuries. His message is 
so compelling that millions of people 
around the world have chosen to follow 
in his spiritual path. Using the latest 
and best research, participants in this 
class will explore the purpose of Jesus’ 
life and message and reflect on what 
it means to connect our lives with his 
today. This class is for people who have 
questions about Jesus and who are 
searching for new ways to understand 
what it means to be a Christian. 
Topics include:
Where did Jesus come from? 
How Jewish was Jesus?
What did Jesus care about most?
What did Jesus teach? 
Why did Jesus heal?
What is the connection between Jesus 
and the Psalms?
How did Jesus want his followers to 
live?
Why was Jesus killed?
What happened in the days after Jesus’ 
death?
How can we be Jesus in our own skin?
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson with 
Jonathan Nye, Jody Thone, Pastor 
Luther Dale, and members of the Jesus 
101 Learning Team

Growing Your Faith in a  
Changing World
Tue., Oct. 9, 16, 23, 30; Nov. 6, 13
7-8:15 p.m. – Living Room
We can get anything we want, from 
anywhere in the world, whenever 
we want it. Still, our lives aren’t any 
different than other generations before 
us. Our time is. We want spiritual 
direction, but it has to be real for us 
and available when we need it. We want 
a new format for getting Christian 
perspectives. In short films, Michigan 
Pastor Rob Bell touches on issues that 
we care about, that we want to talk 
about, and that come in a way that fits 
our world. Led by Dr. James L. Moline

learning & growing  t h i s  f a l l
Jesus 101 Online
Fall 2007
If you are interested in Jesus 101 but 
can’t attend the classes, then help pilot 
Trinity’s first online learning experience. 
Online participants will learn a modified 
version of the Jesus 101 class through 
the Trinity website. Active participation 
and discussion is required. Jesus 101 
Online will only be offered if 10 or more 
people sign up. If you would like to 
try this new learning experience, please 
register by Sept. 22. 
Led by Pastor Siri Erickson

BOOK DISCUSSIONS
The Secret Message  
of Jesus
Sun., Sept. 30; Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28;  
Nov. 4, 11, 18; 9-10 a.m. – Room 108B
Explore the life and teachings of Jesus 
through the eyes of pastor and writer 
Brian McLaren in his new book, The 
Secret Message of Jesus: Uncovering the 
Truth that Could Change Everything. 
Engaging, thought-provoking, and 
challenging, McLaren brings a fresh 
perspective to what it means to  
follow Jesus in our world today.  
Led by David Teschler

The Secret Message of 
Jesus at Hearts of the 
Home Moms
Oct. 3, 17, 31; Nov. 7, 21; Dec. 5, 19
9:15-11 a.m. – Library Conf. Room 
Cost: $20; plus additional childcare fee
Hearts of the Home Moms is a 
Christian-based group of moms 
interested in learning and supporting 
one another on this parenting journey. 
One of the small groups will be studying 
The Secret Message of Jesus, Uncovering 
the Truth that Could Change 
Everything. An engaging, thought-
provoking, and challenging book, Brian 
McLaren brings a fresh perspective to 
what it means to follow Jesus in our 
world today. This is a great small group 
opportunity for moms. Childcare is 
provided for a small fee. To register for 
this mom’s small group, please fill out a 
Hearts of the Home Moms registration 
form in the Church Office. Led by 
Pastor Siri Erickson

BIBLE STUDIES
Meeting Jesus in the  
Gospel of John 
Thu., Oct. 4 – Dec. 13, 9-10 a.m.  
Living Room
The poetic literary style of the Gospel of 
John is filled with rich imagery. Like the 
other gospels, the Gospel of John tells 
the story of Jesus’ life and teachings, but 
it does so in a unique and interesting 
way. Come when you can as we read 
and discuss the Gospel of John together.
Led by Pastor Kris Linner

ON YOUR OWN
Meeting Jesus in  
the Gospels 
Read through the gospels in (less than)  
a year! Reading starts the week of  
Sun., Sept. 30. Pick up a reading guide at 
Trinity.
Many of us want to read the Bible, but 
for a variety of reasons find it difficult. 
This year, you are invited to meet Jesus 
by reading the gospels. Whether you 
already read your Bible frequently or 
have never read any part of it on your 
own, please make a commitment to 
reading Mark, Matthew, Luke and John. 
Pick up a reading guide after worship 
services in September or anytime 
outside the Trinity office. The reading 
pace is three chapters per week but 
otherwise is very flexible. You can read 
a Bible you already have, read online, 
or listen to the gospels on CD. You can 
read individually, with your spouse, or 
as a family.

Singles Connection
The Trinity Singles Connection 
Leadership Team invites you to join 
them this September for one or all 
the following events:   
Sept. 17, 19, 21 – Help at the  
Food Shelf  
Sept. 29 – Worship together at  
5 p.m. at Trinity and then dine at 
BC’s Mongolian Barbeque in  
Oak Park Heights.  
Bring your single friends!  
Contact Judy Huftel at  
715-386-2698 for more information.
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ON PURPOSE MINISTRIES
Being Jesus in  
Your Own Skin 
Sun., Sept. 30, 10 a.m.-Noon – Commons
Come learn about all the On Purpose 
opportunities:
• Living Your Strengths
• Called to Service
• Living Your Strengths 2:
 Marcus Buckingham Video Series
• Strengths at Work Small Groups, 

Strengths Focused Parenting 
Small Groups, StrengthsQuest, 
StrengthsExplorer

• The Myers-Briggs Type Indicator and  
If You Want to Walk on Water.   
Led by Jody Thone and Learning & 
Living On Purpose Group

Living Your Strengths
Tue., Oct. 2, 6-9 p.m. – Living Room
Tue., Nov. 13, 6-9 p.m. – Office Conf Room
Cost: $15 book fee, $5 dinner
Based on the work 
of the Gallup 
organization and 
over two million 
interviews, Living 
Your Strengths 
is a process that 
helps you to identify, affirm and serve 
from your strengths. It includes the 
Clifton StrengthsFinder® assessment and 
Trinity’s own workshop designed to bring 
us together to explore our strengths and 
learn about the incredible power of our 
community when we serve God from our 
strengths. Led by Jody Thone

Called to Service  
Sun., Oct. 7, 14, 28 
10:30-11:45 a.m. 
Living Room
God is calling you. 
Are you listening? 
We are called to use 
our strengths in this 
world vocationally 

and missionally. Come explore your call. 
Sessions will explore the following topics:
1. Listening to God
2. Exploring Your Heart
3. Deciding and Following Your Call
Led by Jody Thone

With Pastor Kris Linner
care m i n i s t r i e s

pray
where you are

By Pastor Kris Linner

Compulsive gambling has been an issue 
that has been brought to the forefront 
of my mind in the recent weeks. Two 
pieces of mail about problem gambling 
have crossed my desk which got me 
thinking about a young woman I met 
when I was working in hospice. “Jean” 
was dying of AIDS and needed to 
be placed in a nursing home and not 
because her medical needs demanded 
it. Rather, her mother was a compulsive 
gambler and would not follow through 
on her promises to stay home and care 
for her dying daughter because she felt 
compelled to go to the casino. It made 
my heart heavy to see the negative 
consequences that an addiction to 
gambling can have on a family.

According to the National Council 
on Problem Gambling, four percent 
of adults in the United States suffer 
negative consequences from their 
gambling and another one percent 
(approximately two million Americans) 
are pathological gamblers. Since one 
in three Minnesotans say they know 
someone with a gambling problem, that 
means that a person with a gambling 
problem could be part of our family, 
our neighborhood or our congregation.

According to the American Psychiatric 
Association, a compulsive gambler 
meets at least five of 10 criteria. He or 
she:

• Is preoccupied with past and future 
gambling

The Serenity Prayer, made known 
by its use in Alcoholics Anonymous, 
is a wonderful prayer for daily life. 
It reminds us that life is better left 
in God’s hands than in our own. It 
teaches us that God’s grace comes one 
day at a time. The prayer reminds us 
that life is not free of hardships, but 
that God’s peace will surround us 
even in the midst of difficulties.

Imagine the impact we could make in 
our lives and in the world, if each of 
us prayed this prayer every day!

• Needs to 
gamble 
increasing 
amounts of 
money

• Tries to cut 
back on 
gambling 
without  
success

• Is restless or irritable when trying to 
cut down or stop gambling

• Chases, looses or tries to gamble 
back lost money

• Uses gambling to escape problems
• Lies to others to hide his or her  

gambling
• Commits crimes to pay for gambling
• Jeopardizes a job or a significant 

relationship because of gambling
• Turns to others for money when the 

financial situation becomes desperate

Problem gamblers usually need help 
to quit, and they need the support of 
family, friends and their community of 
faith. As in dealing with any addiction, 
the first step is to admit that one 
is powerless and that one’s life has 
become unmanageable and that is much 
easier to do with the help of God. 

To get more information about help for 
problem gamblers and their loved ones, 
call Minnesota’s 24-hour helpline, -800-
333-HOPE, or visit www.nojudgment.
com to get more information.

God grant me the serenity to accept 
the things I cannot change; courage 
to change the things I can; and the 
wisdom to know the difference.

Living one day at a time; enjoying one 
moment at a time; accepting hardships 
as the pathway to peace.

Taking, as Jesus did, this sinful world 
as it is, not as I would have it; trusting 
that Jesus will make all things right if 
I surrender to Jesus will; that I may 
be reasonably happy in this life and 
supremely happy with Jesus forever in 
the next. Amen.

LIVING your STRENGTHS

1

CALLED TO SERVICE
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Trinity’s Equipping Process–On Purpose



Youth Worship 

The River Youth 
Worship Service is moving to 

Wednesday from 7-8 p.m. in the 
Garden Room beginning Sept. 26. 
Join us as we kick-off the “I AM” 
series – learning about who Jesus 
claims to be. Be sure to come on 
September 26 for free food and 
prizes as we kick-off The River!

World TourNew Children’s Ministry 
staff

Meet Rebecca 
Christiansen, 
Director of 
Early Childhood 
Ministries. Rebecca 
will support all 
ministries for 
families with 
children ages birth to 

second grade. This will include Sunday 
and Wednesday learning, Mom’s Day 
Off, Hearts of the Home, Nursery 
Ministry and special events for families 
with young children.

Welcome Mary 
Peters, Children’s 
Ministry Coordinator. 
Mary will specifi cally 
support families with 
children in Sunday 
and Wednesday 
learning opportunities 
through grade two, and assist with 
special family ministry events.

family m i n i s t r i e s
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3 years through Grade 2
Sundays 9-10 a.m. 

Faith-based learning 
 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

 Faith-based learning 
Wednesdays  6-7 p.m. 

 Faith-based learning 

Grades 3 & 4 
Sundays  9-10 a.m. 

 Bible Explorers
  10:30-11:30 a.m.  

 Faith-based learning 
Wednesdays  6-7 p.m.  

 Bible Explorers

Grades 5 & 6 
Sundays 9-10 a.m.  

Club 56
  10:30-11:30 a.m.  

Faith-based learning
Wednesdays 6-7 p.m.  

Club 56

Sunday &
 Wednesday 

Learning

Sunday and Wednesday 
Children’s learning 
needs you!
The Sunday & Wednesday learning 
opportunities for our children are 
planned and we need YOU to help 
the children on their faith journeys! 
Whether you enjoy leading or co-
leading a group of children, organizing 
activities, singing or playing guitar, 
enjoy photography or video taping, 
like to provide hospitality and welcome 
others, or have some other strength or 
talent you want to share, WE NEED 
YOU on the team! Opportunities exist 
in all age groups and on both Sunday 
morning and Wednesday evening! 
Please contact:
• Karen Gieseke at ext. 145, 

kgieseke@trinitylc.org
• Rebecca Christiansen at 

rchristiansen@trinitylc.org
• Mary Peters at mpeters@trinitylc.org

Sunday & Wednesday 
Learning
Travel on a journey discovering Jesus, 
his life, his teachings, his friends and his 
relationship with us as God’s children. 
Engaging children and families in a 
variety of learning opportunities, you 
are invited on a journey created to 
explore, support and grow children’s 
and family’s faith and understanding of 
God and Jesus.

Bible Explorers
Dig into your Bibles! Join the journey! 
Great activities, learning, friends, 
games, crafts and music, all leading to 
knowing more about Jesus, his life and 
the relationship Jesus invites us to have 
with God. Become an expert explorer 
as you learn about the Bible, its great 
stories, and what a great book it is to 
read! Everyone’s talking about the Bible 
– don’t be caught without one!

Club 56
Club 56 invites students in grades 5-6 
to join their friends in fun activities, 
faith-building opportunities, movies, 
discussion and some junk food, while 
discovering their faith in everyday-life 
situations. Using the Bible as a resource 
and guide, Club 56 kids are challenged 
to stretch, discover unique God-given 
strengths and become equipped to live 
out and share their faith.

Wednesday Pizza Night 
Enjoy the ease of Wednesday Pizza 
Night for children and their families. 
From 5:30-6:30 p.m., families are 
invited to enjoy pizza and conversation 
together before joining other families 
and children in an evening of faith 
learning opportunities. $1/slice.

Nursery
Sun. mornings & Wed. evenings
Coming soon...NEWLY 
DECORATED ENVIRONMENT! 
The Nursery Ministry is available for 
children ages six weeks through 
24 months of age. Children experience 
the love of Christ through tender 
care, joyful music, creative dance, 
meaningful stories and a child-choice 
play area.

Nursery Ministry 
opportunities! 
Trinity’s Nursery Ministry has 
opportunities available for those who 
love to spend time with God’s littlest 
children! If you enjoy sharing both 
your energy and your tender care with 
babies and pre-schoolers, we’d like to 
hear from you! Trinity’s Nursery is 
available Sunday mornings, Wednesday 
evenings, and other times by prior 
arrangement. If you are interested in 
joining the Nursery Ministry Team, 
please contact Karen Gieseke at 
kgieseke@trinitylc.org, or at ext. 145, 
or Rebecca Christiansen, Director 
of Early Childhood Ministries at 
rchristiansen@trinitylc.org 

 WednesdayChildren’s
MINISTRY

Children’s
MINISTRY

Mary Peters

Rebecca Christiansen
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Barn Bash
Young life and St. Croix Valley area 
churches (including Trinity!) are 
hosting an amazing after-homecoming 
party – The Barn Bash! All students in 
grades 10-12 are invited to head over to 
the Washington County Fairgrounds 
after the homecoming football game 
on Oct. 5. We will have a dance, food, 
hayrides and a bonfire. The cost is 
only $5! Contact Cory Jones for 
more information at ext. 144 or at 
cljones@trinitylc.org 

Breakfast Club Kick-Off
Breakfast Clubs are groups of senior 
high students that get together once a 
week or twice a month to talk about 
life and God. We are inviting all senior 
high students to come check out what 
Breakfast Clubs are all about with a free 
breakfast before school on Fri.,  
Sept. 28 at 6:30 a.m. at Trinity! We will 
be enjoying the Davis’ famous breakfast 
burritos, hearing about b-clubs and a 
few more fun surprises. If you have 
any questions about the kick-off or 
breakfast clubs call Cindy Jones  
at ext. 137.

Senior High MEA Trip
October 18-21 
More information to come soon! Watch 
for details!

Hearts of the Home 
childcare ministry  
needs you!
Hearts of the Home needs you if 
you enjoy giving tender care while 
playing with little children. Hearts of 
the Home meets the first, third and 
fifth Wednesdays of the month, from 
9-11 a.m. While the HOTH moms 
are engaged in small group studies, 
safe, loving childcare is offered to 
their children. If interested in being a 
part of this ministry, please contact: 
Rebecca Christiansen at 439-7400 or 
Karen Gieseke at 439-7400 ext. 145, or 
kgieseke@trinitylc.org
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PB&J (Pew Buddies & Jesus) 
Children age 3 through grade 2 are able 
to enjoy the ever-changing, open-ended 
activity kit each week that encourages 
quiet learning during the worship 
service. Living out our commitment 
to raise children in faith, our children 
are included in worship through 
presence, involvement and experiencing 
worship alongside adults. PB&J kits 
are provided October through April 
outside the Worship Center doors. Be 
sure to pick-up a clipboard and activity 
box next time you are in worship!

Baptism instruction 
Sun., Sept. 16 – 10:30 a.m.
Garden Room
Begin a journey of promise, prayer, 
praise, and process. Through time in 
conversation and learning, families 
will learn how God has something 
wonderful to share through baptism. 
We will have the opportunity to 
learn more about God’s amazing 
promises and gifts shared with us as 
God makes us God’s own child. As 
God joins us for our time together, 
we trust that it will be blessed. To 
register, please contact Karen Elowson 
at kelowson@trinitylc.org or visit us 
online at trinitylc.org

Family Engaging  
Devotion (FED) ministry! 
Written by families and friends in our 
own faith community, these weekly 
family devotions will arrive at your 
home at the click of a mouse! Written 
to coincide with the learning theme 
and scriptures being used throughout 
Trinity learning opportunities 
that week, FED gives families an 
opportunity to begin and continue 
faith conversations, and nurture and 
grow in their faith together. Sign-up 
today to get FED! At home or away, 
stay connected and continue the faith 
conversations! E-mail Karen Elowson 
at kelowson@trinitylc.org to sign up.

Confirmation begins  
Sept. 26
All students in grades 7-9 are invited 
to sign-up for Trinity’s Confirmation 
program. Confirmation is an important 
milestone experience for junior high 
youth. Trinity has great leaders and a 
great program to help that milestone 
experience have lasting meaning. Sign 
up is now happening for all three grades 
and groups are forming. Our kick-off is 
Wed., Sept. 26, 6:30-8 p.m. for students 
in grades 7-8 and their families and 
7-8:30 p.m. for students in grade 9 and 
their families. Students should attend 
the kick-off with a parent(s). 

Mission: Australia
Frequent flier miles sought 
Drew King, a young man from Trinity, 
has accepted a missionary position with 
the Lutheran Church of 
Australia. This mission 
experience will have 
several components. 
One of the experiences 
will be reaching out 
to at-risk youth who 
do not fit well with a 
traditional educational 
model. Another 
opportunity will be working with 
Aboriginal youth and their life-skills 
training. Drew will also be working 
with video, making TV programming 
for students, and providing outreach 
to young people. All these ministries 
are part of a new church model that is 
taking the church where people need 
help and then being the church in the 
community. This is a new model for 
Australia and for the US. This is a great 
partnership and it will be exciting to 
see where God leads us. Drew is in the 
process of raising funds for his trip. We 
need 100,000 Northwest miles to fly 
him there and back. If you or someone 
you know might want to donate miles 
or sponsor this ministry, please contact  
TJ Anderson at 439-7400, ext 120.

Drew King
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Katrina Rebuild Adult Trip

Katrina Relief: Rebuild 
with a Servant’s Heart
Informational/sign up meeting: 
Thu., Sept. 27, 6:30-8 p.m. – Living Room

Katrina Rebuild Adult Tripwhat:what: Katrina Rebuild Adult Trip
when:when:
where:where:

who:

how:

whywhywhy:

Do you realize that Katrina struck about two years ago and 
that approximately 22,000 families are still living in FEMA 
trailers and are still unable to move into a home of their own? 
Would you like to help change that statistic? Then plan to join 
us at our fi rst informational/sign-up meeting this fall. 

Sat., Jan. 12 through Sun., Jan. 20, 2008

Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Join us as we accept the call as stated in Deuteronomy 15:10: 
“Give liberally and be ungrudging when we do so, for on this account the Lord our God will bless us in all our work!”  

For more information, contact Kristie Anderson at 439-9133 or jkjsa@hotmail.com

“The workers do NOT do this out of guilt; they feel this is what their responsibility 
as a human being is” said one Mississippi homeowner.

Anyone at least 16 years old: unskilled workers who 
are willing to learn new skills; support workers at 
the camp; anyone with a true servant’s heart who is 
willing to share time and talents wherever needed; 
critically needed are people with construction skills: 
roofi ng, drywall, fi nish carpentry, electrical/plumbing 
skills, fl ooring, framing, painting etc. 

We carpool south, work for fi ve days, and carpool home again. We stay in motels 
there and back and at a camp which feeds and houses us for a nominal fee. We will 
visit a few fun places along the way and return having built a small community of 
Trinity friends as well as Mississippi friends.


