SDAHA Spring Meeting

Saturday, April 17, 2010 

The Huron Events Center – Crossroads Hotel
Huron, SD
· Sign in 8:30 a.m. (Juice, coffee and rolls will be provided)
· Call to Order 9:00 a m

· Welcome – Introductions

· Count of Voting Delegates and Determination of Quorum
· Approval of Agenda
· Approval of Fall Regular Board Meeting Minutes
· Financial Report  – Tom Honkomp, Treasurer
·  Acceptance of Treasurer’s Financial Report 
· Registrars Report – Mary Held, State Registrar

· Risk Managers Report – Dawn Magee, Risk Manager
· Officials Report – RIC, Doug Sorensen
· Officials Scheduling – Jodi Sterrett

· Coaching Report

·  Randy Honkomp, CIC 
·  Doug Pietz, ACE

· Player Development Report – Vince Foley
· Girls Development – Noelle Needham

· Youth Coaches Committee – Rob Kittay

· Girls Coaches Committee – Tom Curran
· Discipline Report – Dan French
· Scheduling  – Maxine Tronnes
· Preliminary 2010-11 Team Counts for League Play
· Senior Showcase update, Brookings
· Website update, Ron Dobesh

· Pointstreak update, Kevin Miley

· Local Association Reports
·  Aberdeen, Big Stone Lake, Brookings, Huron, Mitchell, Pierre, Rushmore, Sioux  Center, Sioux Falls, Watertown, Yankton
· SDAHA Past President’s / Northern Plains USAH Director Report – Dave Tronnes
· SDAHA President’s Report – Tom Hitchcock

Old Business

New Business

· Bylaw change proposal #1
· Playing Rule/Tournament Rule change proposals 2 - 17
· State Tournament Dates / Locations

· Discussion items
· Elections (Vice President and Treasurer)

-    Nominating Committee Report – Steve Jorgenson


-    Floor nominations 

-    Election 
· Fall Meeting Date and Location – Rapid City area (South Dakota hosts the Northern Plains District summer meeting so this could be held on same weekend)
· Closing Remarks

· Adjournment
SDAHA Spring Meeting

Saturday, April 17, 2010 

The Huron Events Center – Crossroads Hotel

Huron, SD

Handouts:

Copy of October 2009 board meeting minutes (All attendees)
Financial Report (Provided at meeting)
Copy of Bylaw change proposals (All attendees)
Copy of playing/tournament rule proposals (All attendees)

One copy at meeting

Copy of By-Laws (available on SDAHA website)

Copy of Playing Rules (available on SDAHA website)

Copy of Tournament Rules (available on SDAHA website)

Copy of current tournament rotation 
Copy of SDHSAA State Events Site Rotation 

PROPOSAL NO. 1 - SDAHA By-Laws
BY–LAW (Heading):  Board of Directors, Committees
Sub-Section / Article / Paragraph:  Articles 5 & 8
CURRENT WORDING: (Page No.)  
4-5, 8

ARTICLE 5 - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

5.1 Power: The government and authority of SDAHA shall be vested in its Board of Directors. That Board shall establish the policies for SDAHA, shall have the management and control of the property and affairs of SDAHA, shall elect the officers of SDAHA and shall have all the powers that may be exercised by a Board of Directors pursuant to law, except as otherwise provided in the Articles of Incorporation and these By-laws. It is specifically contemplated that the Board of Directors shall have the power to take all action deemed appropriate by it for the best interests of ice hockey in South Dakota.

5.2 Composition: The Board of Directors shall be composed of at least three members, the majority to be selected through an annual democratic election process as provided in Section 5.4, which election process and any changes thereto shall be subject to the approval of the Executive Committee of USA Hockey.   In addition to the elected members, the Board of Directors shall consist of the SDAHA officers, the Immediate Past President of SDAHA, the USA Hockey Associate Registrar for South Dakota, the USA Hockey Risk Manager for South Dakota, the then appointed and acting Referee-in-Chief of SDAHA, the then appointed and acting Director of Coaching of SDAHA, the then appointed and acting ACE director of SDAHA and the then appointed and acting President of the South Dakota Hockey Officials' Association.  In addition, a Counsel of Record position shall be included on the Board of Directors as an advisor.  The Counsel of Record shall be an appointed position.

5.3 Terms of Office: Beginning with the spring meeting in 1995, each elected Director shall be elected for a one year term. An elected Director's term shall begin at the spring meeting and he/she shall serve until his/her successor is elected and qualified. A Director may serve any number of successive terms on the Board of Directors.

5.4 Elected Directors Number: Each Participating Member shall be entitled to three elected Directors. The Elections shall be held within each Participating Member association prior to the SDAHA annual meeting and upon 30 days notice by that Participating Member to all registered teams within that member association. A registered team shall be a team in good standing with both SDAHA and USA Hockey. Each registered team shall be entitled to one vote for each Director to be elected. Cumulative voting by a registered team shall be permitted. A registered team may cast its ballots through its director within the Member or, if none, through its manager or, if none, any other person authorized by that team. Proxy voting by a registered team shall be permitted. Proxies shall be in writing and shall not be valid for more than 11 months from the date of its execution, unless otherwise provided in the proxy. At the same time as the election of its Director(s), a Participating Member shall elect an alternate Director for each elected Director following the same voting procedure. It shall be the responsibility of an elected Director to attend all SDAHA Board of Directors' meetings. If an elected Director is unable to attend a meeting, his/her alternate shall have all rights of a Director at that meeting. If no such alternate attends such meeting, the senior, in rank, officer of that member may designate another to act as an alternate who shall have all rights of a Director at that meeting. 

5.5 Voting Directors: The only voting members of the Board of Directors shall be the Directors elected under the provisions of Section 5.4. The President of SDAHA, the USA Hockey Associate Registrar for South Dakota, the USA Hockey Risk Manager for South Dakota, the Coach-in-Chief of SDAHA, the Referee-in-Chief of SDAHA and the President of the South Dakota Hockey Officials' Association shall not be eligible to be an elected Director. Any other member of the Board of Directors shall be eligible to be an elected Director and thus be entitled to vote. The SDAHA Vice-President, SDAHA Secretary, SDAHA Treasurer, and Immediate Past President, if serving as a local association elected director,  shall be entitled to vote.  If they are not serving as a local association elected director, the officers shall not be entitled to vote.  The President shall be entitled to vote only in the event of a tie vote on any matter.  
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5.6 Directors' Duties:
A. It shall be the duty of the Directors to organize and supervise all hockey within their member association, to act as liaison between that member and the SDAHA, and to perform such other duties as shall be assigned to them by the President.

B. Directors  are cautioned against accepting other jobs or responsibilities within their member associations in order to avoid any possibility of a conflict of interest in the performance of their duties.

5.7 Director Emeritus: The Board of Directors shall have the authority to appoint one or more persons to the position of Director Emeritus in recognition of distinguished and lengthy service to SDAHA. A Director Emeritus shall be a non-voting member of the Board, but in all other respect shall be entitled to all of the rights, privileges, duties and responsibilities of other Board members.

5.8 Vacancies: Vacancies in an elected Director position shall be filled for the unexpired term by an election within the member association involved in the loss of a Director. The election shall be conducted as soon as practicable following occurrence of the vacancy and in the same manner as provided in Section 5.4. In the event a vacancy exists in the position of Immediate Past President, that vacancy shall remain unfilled until there shall be an Immediate Past President. In the event a vacancy exists in the position of Referee-in-Chief, that position shall be filled by a member of the Referee's Association designated by the members of that Association until a new Referee-in-Chief is appointed.  In the event a vacancy exists in the position of Risk Manager or Coach-in-Chief,  the SDAHA President will appoint  a person to fill the vacant position.    If a vacancy occurs in the position of Associate Registrar, the District Registrar, after consulting with the Executive Director of USA Hockey and the SDAHA President, will appoint a replacement.
5.9 Removal of Directors: Any Director may be removed from office by a two-thirds vote of all elected Directors then elected and qualified at a meeting called for that purpose with proper notice to the person involved, with or without cause, whenever in the Board of Directors' collective judgment the best interests of SDAHA will be served thereby. A statement of the proposed removal of such Director, which statement may be drafted by the Board of Directors or the Executive Committee for submission to the Board for a vote on the proposed removal, shall be mailed by registered or certified mail to the Director at his/her last recorded address at least 15 days before action is taken thereon, together with a notice of the time and place where the Board of Directors are to meet. The Director shall be given an opportunity to make a presentation at the time and place mentioned in such notice.

********************************************************************************************
Article 8 - Committees
8.1 Standing Committees : The Standing Committees of SDAHA shall be the Executive Committee, the Rules Committee, the Disciplinary Committee and the Nominating Committee. Such other interim Committees as may be necessary for the operation of SDAHA affairs may be appointed by the President, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. All members of a Committee, except an ex officio member and except as otherwise provided in these By-laws, shall be entitled to vote on any matter before that Committee. The President shall be an ex officio member of all Committees except for the Executive Committee.

Executive Committee: The Executive Committee shall consist of all of the officers of SDAHA, its Immediate Past President, the USA Hockey Associate Registrar for South Dakota, the USA Hockey Risk Manager for South Dakota, the then appointed and acting Referee-in-Chief of SDAHA, the then appointed and acting Director of Coaching of SDAHA and the Presidents of its Participating Members. The USA Hockey  Associate Registrar for South Dakota, the USA Hockey Risk Manager for South Dakota, the Referee-in-Chief of SDAHA and the Director of Coaching of SDAHA shall be ex-officio advisory (non-voting) members of this Committee. The Executive Committee shall be empowered to act on behalf of the Board of Directors between meetings of the Board. The President shall be the Chairman of this Committee.  A Council of Record shall be appointed by the SDAHA President and shall have the power to advise as a non-voting member of the Executive Committee.
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SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 

Strikethrough indicates removal
Underline indicates addition
ARTICLE 5 - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

5.1 Power: The government and authority of SDAHA shall be vested in its Board of Directors. That Board shall establish the policies for SDAHA, shall have the management and control of the property and affairs of SDAHA, shall elect the officers of SDAHA and shall have all the powers that may be exercised by a Board of Directors pursuant to law, except as otherwise provided in the Articles of Incorporation and these By-laws. It is specifically contemplated that the Board of Directors shall have the power to take all action deemed appropriate by it for the best interests of ice hockey in South Dakota.

5.2 Composition: The Board of Directors shall be composed of at least three members, the majority to be selected through an annual democratic election process as provided in Section 5.4, which election process and any changes thereto shall be subject to the approval of the Executive Committee of USA Hockey.   In addition to the elected members, the Board of Directors shall consist of the SDAHA officers, the Immediate Past President of SDAHA, the USA Hockey Associate Registrar for South Dakota, the USA Hockey Risk Manager for South Dakota, the then appointed and acting Referee-in-Chief of SDAHA, the then appointed and acting Director of Coaching of SDAHA, the then appointed and acting ACE director of SDAHA and the then appointed and acting President of the South Dakota Hockey Officials' Association.  In addition, a Counsel of Record position shall be included on the Board of Directors as an advisor.  The Counsel of Record shall be an appointed position.

5.3 Terms of Office: Beginning with the spring meeting in 1995, each elected Director shall be elected for a one year term. An elected Director's term shall begin at the spring meeting and he/she shall serve until his/her successor is elected and qualified. A Director may serve any number of successive terms on the Board of Directors.

Each elected Director shall be elected for three year terms.  An elected Director’s term shall begin August 1 of the year of his election.  A director may serve any number of successive terms on the Board of Directors.  The length of initial terms beginning in 2010 shall be for one, two or three years.  The initial dispersal of the terms in 2010 shall be three 3 year terms, 3 two year terms, and the balance shall be one year terms.  Which director serve which length of term shall be drawn by lots conducted by the President then serving.
5.4 Elected Directors Number: Each local association located in South Dakota that fields a Boys Varsity or Girls Varsity team shall be entitled to one elected Director.  The Director shall be elected to serve on the board according to a process determined by the respective local association.  The position of director is personal to the individual elected and seated.  Temporary substitution or proxies of a Director shall not be allowed.

shall be entitled to three elected Directors. The Elections shall be held within each Participating Member association prior to the SDAHA annual meeting and upon 30 days notice by that Participating Member to all registered teams within that member association. A registered team shall be a team in good standing with both SDAHA and USA Hockey. Each registered team shall be entitled to one vote for each Director to be elected. Cumulative voting by a registered team shall be permitted. A registered team may cast its ballots through its director within the Member or, if none, through its manager or, if none, any other person authorized by that team. Proxy voting by a registered team shall be permitted. Proxies shall be in writing and shall not be valid for more than 11 months from the date of its execution, unless otherwise provided in the proxy. At the same time as the election of its Director(s), a Participating Member shall elect an alternate Director for each elected Director following the same voting procedure. It shall be the responsibility of an elected Director to attend all SDAHA Board of Directors' meetings. If an elected Director is unable to attend a meeting, his/her alternate shall have all rights of a Director at that meeting. If no such alternate attends such meeting, the senior, in rank, officer of that member may designate another to act as an alternate who shall have all rights of a Director at that meeting. 
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5.5 Voting Directors: The only voting members of the Board of Directors shall be the Directors elected under the provisions of Section 5.4. The President of SDAHA, the USA Hockey Associate Registrar for South Dakota, the USA Hockey Risk Manager for South Dakota, the Coach-in-Chief of SDAHA, the Referee-in-Chief of SDAHA and the President of the South Dakota Hockey Officials' Association shall not be eligible to be an elected Director. Any other member of the Board of Directors shall be eligible to be an elected Director and thus be entitled to vote. The SDAHA Vice-President, SDAHA Secretary, SDAHA Treasurer, and Immediate Past President, if serving as a local association elected director,  shall be entitled to vote.  If they are not serving as a local association elected director, the officers shall not be entitled to vote.  The President shall be entitled to vote only in the event of a tie vote on any matter.  

5.6 Directors' Duties:
B. It shall be the duty of the Directors to organize and supervise all hockey within their member association, to act as liaison between that member and the SDAHA, and to perform such other duties as shall be assigned to them by the President.

C. Directors  are cautioned against accepting other jobs or responsibilities within their member associations in order to avoid any possibility of a conflict of interest in the performance of their duties.

5.7 Director Emeritus: The Board of Directors shall have the authority to appoint one or more persons to the position of Director Emeritus in recognition of distinguished and lengthy service to SDAHA. A Director Emeritus shall be a non-voting member of the Board, but in all other respect shall be entitled to all of the rights, privileges, duties and responsibilities of other Board members.

5.8 Vacancies: Vacancies in an elected Director position shall be filled for the unexpired term by an election within the member association involved in the loss of a Director. The election shall be conducted as soon as practicable following occurrence of the vacancy and in the same manner as provided in Section 5.4. Failure of a local association to fill a vacancy within two meetings of the creation of the vacancy, shall result in the President appointing an individual from the association in question to fill the remainder of the vacancy.  In the event a vacancy exists in the position of Immediate Past President, that vacancy shall remain unfilled until there shall be an Immediate Past President. In the event a vacancy exists in the position of Referee-in-Chief, that position shall be filled by a member of the Referee's Association designated by the members of that Association until a new Referee-in-Chief is appointed.  In the event a vacancy exists in the position of Risk Manager or Coach-in-Chief,  the SDAHA President will appoint  a person to fill the vacant position.    If a vacancy occurs in the position of Associate Registrar, the District Registrar, after consulting with the Executive Director of USA Hockey and the SDAHA President, will appoint a replacement.
5.9 Removal of Directors: Any Director may be removed from office by a two-thirds vote of all elected Directors then elected and qualified at a meeting called for that purpose with proper notice to the person involved, with or without cause, whenever in the Board of Directors' collective judgment the best interests of SDAHA will be served thereby. A statement of the proposed removal of such Director, which statement may be drafted by the Board of Directors or the Executive Committee for submission to the Board for a vote on the proposed removal, shall be mailed by registered or certified mail to the Director at his/her last recorded address at least 15 days before action is taken thereon, together with a notice of the time and place where the Board of Directors are to meet. The Director shall be given an opportunity to make a presentation at the time and place mentioned in such notice.

*********************************************************************************************
Article 8 - Committees
8.1 Standing Committees : The Standing Committees of SDAHA shall be the Executive Committee, the Rules Committee, the Disciplinary Committee and the Nominating Committee. Such other interim Committees as may be necessary for the operation of SDAHA affairs may be appointed by the President, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors. All members of a Committee, except an ex officio member and except as otherwise provided in these By-laws, shall be entitled to vote on any matter before that Committee. The President shall be an ex officio member of all Committees except for the Executive Committee.

Executive Committee: The Executive Committee shall consist of all of the officers of SDAHA, its Immediate Past President, the USA Hockey Associate Registrar for South Dakota, the USA Hockey Risk Manager for South Dakota, the then appointed and acting Referee-in-Chief of SDAHA, the then appointed and acting Director of Coaching of SDAHA and the Presidents of its Participating Members. The USA Hockey  Associate Registrar for South Dakota, the USA Hockey Risk Manager for South Dakota, the Referee-in-Chief of SDAHA and the Director of Coaching of SDAHA shall be ex-officio advisory (non-voting) members of this Committee. The Executive Committee shall be empowered to
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act on behalf of the Board of Directors between meetings of the Board. The President shall be the Chairman of this Committee.  A Council of Record shall be appointed by the SDAHA President and shall have the power to advise as a non-voting member of the Executive Committee.
INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 

As the State Association has grown, the size of the board has grown to an unmanageable number.  Moreover, many “directors” appear for one meeting as the association seeks to have representation.  Finally, compliance with 5.6.C on the issues of conflict of interest is non-existent.   Moreover, when decisions are referred to the Executive Committee consisting of many Presidents of association, the conflict is even more significant.

Having a smaller, more consistent, and more cohesive board will allow for more informed decisions.

This proposal does not remove the ability for annual or bi-annual meetings at which issues of the general membership can be brought to the Board.

The striking of the Executive Committee is proposed as it becomes superfluous as the Board and the Executive Committee now are constituted of almost exactly the same individuals.

SUBMITTER NAME: 
Watertown Hockey Association


SDAHA Playing Rules Proposals
PROPOSAL NO.   2 

RULE/REGULATION (Heading):  USA HOCKEY OFFICIAL RULES
Sub-Section / Article / Paragraph:    404,d        USA Playing Rules   
CURRENT WORDING:  Page    34        
A coach will receive a game misconduct anytime his team receives 15 or more penalties during a game. 

SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 
Change 15 penalties and coach is out next game to- 10 penalties 

Coach gets 3 of these and out for season 

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 
We need to make this game a “Finesse” game.. We need to make the coaches and players  responsible for proper play and conduct. In order to do this, we need to make everyone responsible for the actions of the players. The following options will make the coach as well as the players, responsible for player conduct.

We have lessened the players penalties fro 5 to 3, why do we not lessen the coaches penalties as well? 

SUBMITTER NAME:  Terry Pedersen, Yankton 



PROPOSAL NO. -  3
RULE/REGULATION (Heading): General Suspensions  SDAHA Playing Rules
MAIN SECTION:     7- Suspensions
CURRENT WORDING: (Page No.)       4 

Under SDAHA league play, a game disqualification shall be automatically assessed when a player receives a third penalty during a single game

SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 
…. at least one period of play shall be automatically assessed when a player receives a third penalty during a single game. If the third penalty is received during the first or second period, then the “at least” one period disqualification will be adequately served by missing the rest of the game. However, if the third penalty is received at any time during the third period, then that player shall miss the first period of the next league game.

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 
The 3 penalty rule and you are done is a good rule. However, it has no teeth when a player gets the third penalty with only a few minutes to go in the third period. I believe that player knows that nothing will happen to them 
cont’d next page

when they take a penalty when the game is almost over, or a win or loss is assured. If the player knows that he will lose a total of at least one period of playing time for another infraction, they will think twice before taking another penalty. This rule should cut down on further penalties, especially unnecessary penalties that include retaliation. It gives merit to being dismissed from the game no matter what time of the game they are dismissed.

SUBMITTER NAME:  Terry Pedersen, Yankton 



PROPOSAL NO.  4
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):   SDAHA Playing Rules
BY–LAW (Heading):  State tournaments
MAIN SECTION:  6)  Eligibility  Teams 

CURRENT WORDING: (Page No.) No Wording 

SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 
Team Penalties reach 200 minutes     -      Coach gets game misconduct and / or local  fined $500 

1-4 players with highest pen min get game misconduct 

Team Penalties reach 250 Minutes-         Coach gets  game misconduct and/or local  fined $1000 

1-4 Players with highest Pen min get  game misconducts 
Team Penalties reach 300 minutes –        Team suspended for the year and / or 

Team not allowed in State Tournament and / or -     1-4 players with highest pen min suspended for the year and / or 

Local fined $1500

Reward each local with $500 for each team with the lowest # of penalties each season. Fine each local $500 for each team with the highest # of Pen minutes for each level.

(You would have different #’s of Penalties for different levels of play, and base the penalty min on number of games, etc.

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 
Abusive play limits player ability, causes injury, dissatisfaction, and limits numbers overall. We need to make this game a “Finesse” game, and not a drunken beer-brawl. We need to make the Parents, coaches, Board Members and players themselves responsible for proper play and conduct. This is not the job of the Referee.  In order to do this, we need to make everyone responsible for the actions of the players. The following options will make the coach and locals as well as the players, responsible for player conduct.

SUBMITTER NAME:   Terry Pedersen, Yankton 


PROPOSAL NO. 5
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):          Admistrative rules  SDAHA Playing Rules 
BY–LAW (Heading):  6)  State Tourney
MAIN SECTION:  A- Player Eligibility
CURRENT WORDING: (Page No.)       7 No wording
SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 
You could have a trigger set in for the players throughout the season. They get 30 min of penalties, and then sit 1 game. 40 min of penalties, sit 3 games. 50 min of penalties then 6 games, or not eligible for state play.

These are arbitrary #’s, but give an example. 

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 
It rewards those that play “clean” and will limit those players who do not. If a player does not “clean it up”, they will not play. They also risk missing state play. Don’t we want to showcase our best hockey at all times, especially during the state tourney?  A clean game will be more fun to watch, more fun to play, and will increase #’s and help in retention of players.

SUBMITTER NAME:   Terry Pedersen, Yankton 


PROPOSAL NO. 6
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):
SDAHA STATE TOURNAMENT RULES

Sub-Section / Article / Paragraph: 
16. Tournament Rules




CURRENT WORDING: (Page No.)  
4

16. Tournament Rules: 

A. Teams shall be seeded in the SDAHA State Tournaments in the order of their finish in SDAHA league play (ranked by points with two points for a win and one point for a tie or an overtime loss). If two (2) or more teams have an equal number of points, their position in the final league standings shall be determined by the following tie breaking format. If one tie-breaker establishes a position for one or more teams, each team is placed in the applicable position. Once a team is placed, the remaining tied teams shall start the tie-breaking process over again at step 1a. The tie-breaker formulas are as follows (SDAHA State Tournament Rules 16):
SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 

16. Tournament Rules: 

A. Teams shall be seeded in the SDAHA State Tournaments in the order of their finish in SDAHA league play (ranked by points with two points for a win and one point for a tie or an overtime loss). If two (2) or more teams have an equal number of points, their position in the final league standings shall 1st be determined by the team with the fewest total losses (end of regulation losses plus overtime losses), being the higer seed, then using the  following tie breaking format. If one tie-breaker establishes a position for one or more teams, each team is placed in the applicable position. Once a team is placed, the remaining tied teams shall start the tie-breaking process over again at step 1a. The tie-breaker formulas are as follows (SDAHA State Tournament Rules 16):
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INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 

To reward teams for finishing a game in a tie vs. an overtime loss.  They both get  one point, but if at the end of the season one team has a tie and the other has an overtime loss, the team with the tie would be rewarded.
SUBMITTER NAME: Brookings Ice Skating Association, (BISA)



PROPOSAL NO. 7
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):
State Tournament Scheduling



CURRENT WORDING: (Page No.)  
none

SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL:  The President shall appoint a committee consisting of the President, the Vice-President, the Past-President, and one member (appointed by the local President) from each association that fielded a Boys Varsity or Girls Varsity team for the 2009-2010 season.  That committee shall be charged with studying the current state league tournament schedule, requirements, facility availability and qualifications, community schedule conflicts, finances, and such other relevant factors as the committee determines warrant.  That committee shall recommend to a special board meeting on or before August 31, 2010 a proposal that governs state league tournament schedule and conduct for the 2010 – 2011 season, with a goal to promote Hockey in South Dakota.

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: The intention of this proposal is to require a thorough study and consideration of the state league tournament process, assignments and benefits.
SUBMITTER NAME: 
Watertown Hockey Association




PROPOSAL NO.  8
RULE/REGULATION (Heading): Varsity State Tournament Location

CURRENT WORDING: None

SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 
To better showcase youth hockey in South Dakota, the boys varsity and girls U-19 state tournaments need to be held in a venue that can sufficiently handle anticipated attendance. This said venue shall be capable of handling media cameras for television coverage of this event so that the broadcast is viewer friendly to increase TV fan viewership. Therefore, it is proposed that these two tournaments be co-hosted at the Larson Ice Center in Brookings, SD. This proposal is to include revenue sharing of gate admissions (after expenses of said tournament are met) being evenly distributed between the local associations that have a team playing in either or both tournaments. Larson Ice Center is an ideal location because of the seating capacity, two co-located sheets of ice, television friendly

facility and atmosphere, and it is a central location for a majority of other associations in the state.
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INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: To promote and grow hockey in the state of SD by

hosting the varsity state tournaments in a venue that is suitable for these events by:
1) enabling more fans to attend all games and enjoy the events

2) minimize travel distance for the maximum number of fans

3) hosting the events in a venue suitable for TV coverage with ideal lighting, locations for 5 or

more television cameras & video replay board

4) maximize revenue sharing opportunities for all associations
SUBMITTER NAME:  Tom Hitchcock


PROPOSAL NO. 9
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):
Playing Rule State Tournament Eligibility 6.C.


CURRENT WORDING /SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: Underline constitutes additions.

Eligibility - A team must play its entire SDAHA schedule in order to be eligible for State C. Team Tournament competition for that year, e.g. A team which fails to play a regularly scheduled or rescheduled SDAHA league game will be deemed to have forfeited that game and thus will be ineligible for State Tournament competition for that year.
1.  However, the President of the SDAHA shall have the administrative power to waive this requirement for all non-Varsity competition should the initial cancellation be the result of inclement weather creating hazardous weather conditions.  A determination of hazardous weather conditions shall be made if any stretch of the Interstate Highway system between the towns shall be closed.  For towns not lying on the Interstate Highway system, reference to the Interstate system shall be a controlling factor.  Such decision whether cancellation falls within this subsection shall be within the exclusive discretion of the SDAHA President or his designee. 
2.  Varsity competition cancellation shall be upon the same criteria, but shall be made up at a date, time and manner approved by the President in his sole discretion.   Criteria that the President shall consider 
are the length of travel, whether school shall be missed, conflicts with the host site ice availability, and 
            referee availability.  Each team may propose their position and solution to the President in writing.
INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 
For us to require make up games for non-varsity games for eligibility in a state tournament when the games are cancelled because inclement weather is ludicrous and casts a horrible light on hockey in South Dakota, puts our parents and players at risk, and negatively impacts  recruiting players due to school missed, work missed, and the consequential costs.  

SUBMITTER NAME: 
Watertown Hockey Association




PROPOSAL NO. 10
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):
Penalty box personnel

CURRENT WORDING: SDAHA Playing Rules- No current rule.
SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 

The visiting team will supply a penalty box worker for their penalty box, preferably their team coordinator.

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 

This helps to control any issues with that player in the penalty box.  The player would be more inclined to listen to someone from his team than someone from the opposing team.

SUBMITTER NAME: Jayson Drake SFYHA


Proposal # 11
Referee Proposal (AHA) 2010 SDAHA Spring Meeting 

Background:

Over the last several years the consistency of officiating in SDAHA has been lacking for a variety of reasons.  This proposal is intended to ensure that the best referees are officiating the highest level of games within the state, while mentoring less experienced referees in the system.  

Proposal:

The top six (6) level 3 officials will be determined via a vote by designated SDAHA officials and the varsity head coaches at the end of each season.  Those six will be given a pay raise of $25.00 per game officiated as well as the current travel rate.  This process would start with BV level for the first year, and in future years be carried to other levels if applicable.

These designated officials will have the following additional responsibilities:

1. Allow SDAHA to designate their assignments, opposed to them being able to “pick and choose” games and locations.

2. They will have the first opportunity and will be expected to officiate as many other SDAHA games as they can while in that designated location.  


3. They will be linesmen (3 official system) or referee (2 official system) for all games other than youth varsity.  

4. While serving in this capacity, they will also evaluate and mentor all other officials at the same location throughout the day/weekend, and provide written evaluations of the other official’s performances.

5. They will be the referee (calling penalties) at all youth varsity games and will be evaluated by the SDAHA Referee-in-Chief.

Benefits:

We will ensure the top officials in the state are calling penalties for the varsity games, and more importantly we will have an effective and lasting mentorship/evaluating process to help the younger or less experienced referees establish themselves in the state.

By choosing the top 6 officials, we give them some leeway as to which weekends they have to work.  Right now, there can only be a maximum of 4 locations hosting boys varsity games which allows 2 referees the weekend off, or to work as a linesman at the YV or at any capacity in other league games.

At the end of the season, we can reward those who display professionalism and show they are putting effort into their job as referees by retaining them in their current role, or promoting other officials into the top 6.  On the other side, if one of our top 6 begins to show unprofessionalism or a lack of effort on the ice, they can be voted out of their current position.  This will also promote good behavior, professionalism, and effort among all officials.

SUBMITTED BY ABERDEEN HOCKEY 

PROPOSAL NO. 12
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):2) Officials  A- Referee System
BY–LAW (Heading):One Reff, Two Linesman
CURRENT WORDING: (Page No.)     1 SDAHA Playing Rules
SDAHA Playing Rules state One referee, 2 Linesman  system will be used for all but girls….. 

SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 
2 Referee, one linesman system will be used for Varsity, JV, Bantam, except girls…… 

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 
Many rule infractions happen behind the play, and simply are not witnessed by the Referee. These infractions lead to frustration, retaliation, and a decline in the quality of the game. 2 Referees will increase the calling of these penalties will lead to a finesse game, a faster game, and more enjoyment for players and spectators. This will increase recruitment of players and referees, and aid in retention of players and referees.


SUBMITTER NAME: Terry Pedersen, Yankton 

PROPOSAL NO. 13
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):

Referee Compensation


CURRENT WORDING:  See current contract with officials following proposal
SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 

On-ice officials shall be compensated as follows:

1. Mileage shall be compensated at Seventy percent (70%) of the current IRS rate for mileage driven for a day’s assignment.  If the official drives to two rinks other than his home rink on a given day, the mileage between the two rinks shall be evenly split between the two associations responsible for the referee’s compensation.

2. A referee shall receive compensation for each game worked upon the following schedule:

a. 1 game = 150% of per game compensation;

b. 2 games = 225% of per game compensation; and

c. 3 games = 300% of per game compensation.

3. If a referee is scheduled to officiate games on successive days away from his home rink, the official shall be entitled to be reimbursed $80 for a motel room used in either town.  Each town shall be responsible for 50% of the motel room expense.

4. If a referee is scheduled to be officiating any half hour period between 11:30 o’clock a.m. and 1:00 o’clock p.m., or 4:30 o’clock and 6:00 o’clock p.m., the referee shall be paid $8 per diem for the lunch period, and $10 per diem for the dinner period.

5. The official compensation per game rate shall be (to be determined).
Cont’d next page

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 

The current compensation scheme provides a disincentive for officials to travel, and punishes them for the failure of the local associations to recruit and train referees.  The current schedule puts an inordinate burden on our referees to cover single or double games.  The current mileage schedule ignores current compensation schedules for mileage, and forces an artificial mileage structure based on a “home rink.”

SUBMITTER NAME: 
Watertown Hockey Association


***********************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************
Following is the information from the current officials agreement:
SDAHA AGREEMENT with REFEREE ASSOCIATION   REV 9/16/09

PAY:  
Game officials will be reimbursed according to the following pay schedule



HOME BASED NON-TRAVEL RATE

          TRAVEL RATE 30-60 MI RADIUS


GIRLS V/JV
YOUTH V/JV
BANT
PW

GIRLS V/J V
YOUTH V/JV      BANT       PW

REF-1
       $55
       
      $55
   
  $45
 $35
        
      $70
         
  $70
            $60           $50

REF-2
       $55
        
     N/A

  N/A         N/A
        
      $70
         
  N/A
            N/A           N/A

LINE
       N/A
       
     $40
 
  $30         $20
       
      N/A                  
  $55
            $45            $35



TRAVEL RATE 61-160 MI RADIUS

                                            TRAVEL RATE 160+ MI 


GIRLS V/JV
YOUTH V/JV        BANT
   PW

GIRLS V/J V
YOUTH V/JV      BANT      PW

REF-1
      $75

        $75
      
$65             $55

          $80
      $80               $70          $60

REF-2
      $75        
        N/A
                 N/A            N/A

          $80
       N/A
            N/A          N/A

LINE              N/A                          $60
                $50             $40                
          N/A                      $65
            $55           $45
 















If only 2 officials are present at a game, both will be paid the referee rate for a 3 official game.  Any official who travels at least a 30 mile radius from his home base will be paid at the travel rate per game.   Home base is defined as the closest SDAHA community to the official’s home mailing address.  Payments shall be made to the officials by the local association where the officials activity was performed.   Payments shall be mailed within or close to 7 working days after the receipt of the score sheets from the officials. If only one official is present at a game for either a 2 or 3 official game, they will be paid twice the referee rate.  For college students, their college mailing address will be considered part of their home base in addition to their home mailing address (local where they played). SDAHA league players who are an official for an out of town game where they play that same weekend will be paid $10 over the non-travel rate per game. Preference in scheduling of games will be given to home base officials.

CONDUCT  The above-named official agrees to conduct him/herself professionally on and off the ice.   All SDAHA personnel shall reciprocate and conduct themselves likewise.   All score sheets and pertinent reports shall be taken care of at the end of each game and game reports must be forwarded to the Discipline Committee Chair and RIC by mail or email as soon as possible.    Please call the Discipline Chair immediately with any reports where a player or coach will be suspended until a discipline hearing is held.

OFFICIATING SYSTEM   SDAHA will utilize the three person (1 ref, 2 line) for all state league games and state tournament except for the Girl’s Varsity / JV.   Girl’s Varsity / JV will use two official system.   Official’s schedule will be coordinated by a designated scheduler with consultation with the SD Referee In Chief as needed.   SDAHA understands and agrees that there will be a least one  level 3 official on the ice acting as senior official for all Varsity and JV games.   SDAHA further understands and agrees that the officials association will provide the most advantageous opportunities for less experienced to work games with more experienced for the purpose of mentoring.   Senior officials will act as referees and junior officials shall act as linesman until it is determined by SDAHA Referee In Chief that a proficiency level has been reached for specific officials to achieve senior status for refereeing and mentoring purpose.

EXPECTATIONS  Officials who do not show up for their scheduled games and have not contacted the scheduler in adequate time to find a replacement MAY be suspended from working their next game or games, and be fined.   Recurring issues MAY cause an official to be suspended From SDAHA League games and State Tournament assignments.   All level 3 officials are expected to complete 2 formal evaluations and submit them to the RIC or the assigned SDAHA Evaluation Coordinator.   Officials are expected to attempt to officiate in all SDAHA communities and at all age levels as assigned.  All on ice officials are required to read, sign and submit this agreement and submit a background check disclosure form to SDAHA.

STATE TOURNAMENT SELECTION  The SDAHA Referee in Chief and SDAHA President will assign officials for State Tournaments based on demonstrated proficiency, evaluations, and other input from SDAHA Evaluation Coordinator, senior officials and coaches input, as well as satisfactory completion of above expectations.

EXPECTATIONS OF SDAHA  The SDAHA local association hosting a State Tournament shall provide hotel accommodations for the officials assigned (excluding home base officials) if the official so desires.   Host associations will make accommodations for these rooms with no more than 2 officials per room.   Tournament officials will be paid the applicable travel rate of pay per game.   If the tournament is home based for the official, they will be paid the minimum travel rate.



PROPOSAL NO.  14
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):

Playing Rule 1.E





Sub-Section / Article / Paragraph: 

Add Subsection 1.E.3.


CURRENT WORDING: None
SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 

1.E.3.  National Tournament teams  A player may be dual - rostered on a SDAHA league team, and a Tier 1 or Tier 2 team attempting qualification for the USA Hockey national tournament(s).  The rostering on a USA Hockey national tournament team shall be according to the rules established for such qualification.

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 


PROPOSAL NO. 15
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):
SDAHA Playing Rules 5A
CURRENT WORDING: 
5) Games 

A.  Warm-up and Starting Times
2.  All YJV games will immediately precede their youth varsity game and GJV games will immediately precede their girls varsity game when being played on the same day, in the same arena. (4/08)

SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 
5) Games 

A.  Warm-up and Starting Times
2.  Each home team will set the order of the Varsity/JV games at the start of the season.  The home team would have the ability to have the Varsity game first followed by the JV game or the JV game first followed by the Varsity game.  These would be set when the state schedule is finalized.
INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 

Many teams have players playing both Varsity and JV games.  This would allow those teams to have those players playing both Varsity and JV fresh for the Varsity or JV game depending on how they wanted to schedule it.

SUBMITTER NAME: Jayson Drake SFYHA


PROPOSAL NO. 16
RULE/REGULATION:  Travel Partners

CURRENT WORDING:  None
SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 

The scheduler shall schedule Boys Varsity games, (and Junior Varsity if applicable) for Aberdeen, Oahe, Rushmore and Watertown, in a manner to be known as “travel partners”.  Aberdeen and Watertown shall be one set of travel partners, and Rushmore and Oahe shall be another set of travel partners.  The towns shall jointly supply to the scheduler on or before _____________ (to be determined with scheduler) two weekends which they wish to have set as travel partner weekends.  On the first weekend, Aberdeen and Watertown as travel partners shall travel to Rushmore and Oahe as host partners.  On the second weekend, Rushmore and Oahe as travel partners shall travel to Aberdeen and Watertown as host partners.

1.  On the first weekend, the travel partner team with the longest trip shall play the Friday night game at the host partner rink nearest to its home rink.  The other travel partner shall play the Friday night game at the other host partner rink. (i.e. Watertown would play at Oahe; Aberdeen would play at Rushmore);

A.On Saturday, the travel partners would travel to the other host partner rink for the Saturday and Sunday games. (continuing example; Watertown would play at Rushmore, and Aberdeen would play at Oahe for Saturday and Sunday games).

2. On the second weekend, the travel partner team with the longest trip shall play the Friday night game at the host partner rink nearest to its home rink.  The other travel partner shall play the Friday night game at the other host partner rink. (i.e. continuing example Rushmore at Aberdeen; Oahe at Watertown).

A. In order to balance the schedule, the travel partners would remain for Saturdays game at the same location as their Friday game (continuing example; Rushmore at Aberdeen; Oahe at Watertown).

B. On Sunday, the travel partners would travel to the other host partner rink for the Sunday game. (continuing example Rushmore at Watertown; Oahe at Aberdeen).

3.  The Sunday Varsity games shall be scheduled to start at 1:00 o’clock p.m. unless otherwise agreed to by the teams.

4. The Saturday Varsity games shall be scheduled to start at 7:30 o’clock p.m.

5. The following year, the schedule would simply mirror this proposal.

6.   Should the league reduce its rotation to two games between teams, the concept would remain in place, but would shift to a Saturday and Sunday schedule.

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 

1. Three game series are detrimental to the game by bringing young men into a high contact, high energy environment against the same players for three games in a row, on successive days.

2. By having all games against an opponent into a three game series, we enhance the statistical probability of illness or injury playing a role in a team’s outcomes against a single team.

3. By inserting a stop at the nearer rink for the Friday game, we can minimize school time missed for the trip.

4. By inserting the concept we remove the home-ice advantage/disadvantage caused by the three game series.

5. The continuing example is only an example but lays out a rotation that follows the home-ice 3games Watertown had with Rushmore this year, and gives Rushmore the two games home.

6. This is not meant to be a proposal to the exclusion of any other association forming travel partner grouping.  The unique trip between Rushmore and Watertown (365 miles largely on two lane roads), and the distance required for all four teams brought this concept to this proposal.

Other support:  Coach Rob Kittay of the Oahe Capitals, Coach Adam Sullivan of the Watertown Lakers, Coach Ben Tronnes of the Aberdeen Cougars all are in favor of the concept.  They have not reviewed the specific language.

SUBMITTER NAME: 
Watertown Hockey Association




PROPOSAL NO. 17
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):SDAHA PLAYING RULES   Administrative Rules
CURRENT WORDING: (Page No.)     6 
 USA Hockey requires certification at certain levels. The certification is good for 3 years at each level. Level IV is good for lifetime.
SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 
COACHING CLINICS- Seminars need to be scheduled out 2 years in advance so coaches can plan to attend and are able to work around personal schedules
        OPTIONS: 
Level One-      Good for one year 
Level Two-      Good for two years 
Level Three     good for two years 
INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 
This gets our coaches up to speed. The way it is now, a coach will take 6 years to get level 3.  I would argue that even a mite coach will learn and benefit from being level 3. This way, we speed up the process, and keep coaches up to speed, and certified at a high level. 

Referees need be certified every year. Why not coaches? 

SUBMITTER NAME: Terry Pedersen, Yankton 


Proposal #18
The JV state tournament shall not be held.  It shall be replaced by a league tournament to be held on the first weekend of February.  

1. Varsity teams that have a JV team shall not be scheduled for league games that weekend;

2. JV league play shall continue through the weekend before the Varsity state tournament; and

Reasons:

The proposal would eliminate the week gap between final league varsity game and varsity state tourney.  It would eliminate JV eligibility questions.  Because of the need to assure Varsity health, players would be withheld from JV tournament and further minimize perception that teams are being stacked to win JV state tourney.  Thus, it would provide a quality tournament for true JV players because less varsity players will be participating.  Also because of the possibility of playing Varsity, and the remaining games on the JV schedule it would minimize senior JV players taking excessive penalties in last games.

It would also avoid the two week down time before the boys’ Varsity state tournament, and thereby increase focus on varsity tournament.  It would allow the tournament schedule to have the Girls Varsity have their own weekend, and we would avoid spreading quality officials too thin at 2 different tourneys.

Details:  All SD teams are required to participate to ensure host association receives revenue.

JV league ends with last scheduled game the same week as the last varsity game.  JV league champions can be recognized at Varsity tournament.



PROPOSAL NO. 19
RULE/REGULATION (Heading):

League Play






CURRENT WORDING:  None
SPECIFIC WORDING OF PROPOSAL: 

Begin the development of a U12 Girls league.

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: 

Provide additional opportunity for more girls playing hockey in the state. At the present time younger girls have to either play with boys on youth teams or participate in Girls varsity/jv league.






Tom Hitchcock

SUBMITTER NAME: 








