Vice President Dave Meisner’s Address to the Minnesota Hockey Board of Directors During Its Meeting Held June 28, 2009

“History and Thoughts”

“What goes around comes around or dejavu all over again.”

“There is no doubt that we have a problem with MNH Regional and State Tournaments.  I woke up thinking about this, this morning.  I came to the realization that most of you haven’t been around hockey for the 27 years that I have.  Most of you possibly don’t know that MAHA, the Minnesota Amateur Hockey Association as it was called at the time, went through the experience of creating “B” State Tournaments before I was involved 27 years ago.  Someone said at that time, “maybe we should have “B” State Tournaments”.  The people who had experienced it at that time said that the experiment went sour in a relatively short period of time.  The smaller areas in Minnesota, who had teams at the “A” level and never made it to the State Tournament started to drop their “A” teams and load up at the “B” level.  The load-up at the “B’s” caused imbalance within Districts in team competition and at invitational tournaments.  Someone stated yesterday that we have a lot more teams at the “B” level and we should service these numbers because they make up a greater portion of players in the state.  True.  Yes, they do.  Yesterday we had a presentation by Kevin Erlenbach about recruitment and retention and the ADM (American Development Model) program.  USA Hockey is actually attempting to turn the up side down pyramid of most USA Hockey Districts to the pyramid of Minnesota Hockey.”

“Yes we have a greater number of “B” teams in Minnesota Hockey than “A” teams.  That’s what our pyramid is all about.  A large base of development and up-wards, to the cream of the crop, at the top.  Back in history,  1. They didn’t have as many teams, 2. Most rinks were outdoors, 3. Costs of everything were minimal as compared to today.  We didn’t struggle with deficits from tournaments until we incorporated “B” State Tournaments, just because of LPH.  I believe we cannot continue on this path of losing money and burning out our volunteers.”

“I believe we need to do one of two things:

1. We need to eliminate “B” State Tournaments – or –

2. We need to eliminate MNH Regionals and send teams directly to the State.”

“I may have been the only one to vote against “B” State Tournaments and I am personally in favor of eliminating “B” State Tournaments.  Allow LPH, if they wish to, to do their thing with “B” States.  Let them fight any deficits and let us relieve the burden from our Directors and Volunteers.  We came back to State Tournaments at the “A” Level ONLY way back when.  We can do it again or we will come back here every year with Districts asking for help to cover their losses.  We can’t go on this way.”

“I like the K.I.S.S. method – Keep It Simple Stupid!!  We need to the sayings of Badger Bob Johnson and T.R. Brill – “It’s a good day for hockey”.  “Life is good”.  Food for thought.”

