SDAHA Spring Meeting

Saturday, 4/5/08 

New Plains Dining and Recreation Center

960 4th Street NE, Huron, South Dakota

Call to Order 8:00 a m

Welcome – 
A motion was made and seconded to have SDAHA pay for lunch of all attendees.  Motion passed.  

Introductions:  
Current Board: 

Tom Hitchcock, President (voting only if tie)

Jeff McKinney, VP

Tom Honkomp, Treasurer

Lynda Wagner, Secretary

Gary Healy, Risk Manager

Mary Held, Registrar (will be late – her report will have to be delayed until she gets there)

Mike Reger, RIC

Jodi Sterrett, Official scheduler

Voting Delegates: 

Aberdeen voting:  Steve Jorgenson, Duane Simon, Greg Odde 

Big Stone Lake: Steve Fedt

Brookings voting:  Dave Zerfas, Brian VanLiere, Kelly Koenig 

Huron voting:  Jeff Miller, Steph Bennett, Sandy Ruedebusch

Mitchell voting:  Steve Rice, Shawn Miles, Mary Grosdidier 

Mitchell non-voting:   Doug Beck 

Pierre voting:  Rob Anderson, Rob Kittay, Denny Johnson

Pierre non voting:  Ron Wagner 

Rushmore/Rapid City:  Dan French, Lynn Tucker  (Dan is also SD ACE)

Sioux Falls voting:   Jon Carroll, Bert Post, Cherry Hunter

Watertown voting:  Bob Marquardt, Dan Mullin, Vince Foley

Watertown non voting:  Adam Sullivan

Yankton voting:   Dave Spencer, Rhonda Shenkel, and Mark Johnson.  

Yankton non-voting:  Dave Benson and Tracy Dutrow, Terry Pedersen

Others attending:  

Marlin TenNapel, Sioux Center 

Blair Harp, Sioux Center 

Doug Sorenson 

27 voting delegates were identified by SDAHA President Tom Hitchcock.  

Minutes from SDAHA Fall 2007 meeting were approved with a motion from Denny Johnson and second by Sandy Ruedebusch.  
Financial Report – Tom Honkomp, Treasurer   see attached report submitted by Tom. 
Revenue is up 7,000 from last year.  

Select will use up more of their allocated funds this coming year.  

A proposal for next year’s budget will be brought to the fall meeting.  

Approval of treasures report was moved by Steve Rice and Second from Dave Zerfas

Registrars Report – Mary Held, State Registrar

Handout with breakdown of team counts and player counts was given out to the board for review.  

It was stressed to the locals that all tournaments that are conducted by any associations must be registered with the state registrar.  This is required to be covered by USA insurance.  Coaches and Coordinators must meet with local registrars to let them know what tournaments they will be attending and hosting.   

Permission must be attained to play any high school team.  Teams are limited to play five high school teams.  A letter is available from all local registrars.  

Travel to Canada must have special permit issued.  

Roster Requirements:  

Coaches 1.  CEP info 


    2.  registered USA 


    3.  Must be on roster of team 

Player:   must be on the roster copy of roster must be checked and in book.  

Girl’s roster:  they could double roster and a request was made to roster on a third team.  Due to the lack of numbers of girl’s tournaments.  This was approved by District Registrar.  

JV/Varsity – Jr. Gold 

JV/Varsity roster for league roster and one for Jr. Gold, which is used for all other play.  

Timeliness of roster – Due 7 days prior to first league game.  

Risk Managers Report – Gary Healy, Risk Mgr.
Reported on 2007-08 billings assessed for background checks for season will be sent to local associations and are due to Tom Honkomp by April 15.

There was some trouble reported on locals not getting back ground checks into state.  BGC need to be turned into the state by December 1.

 A motion from Steve Jorgenson and seconded by Rob Kittay was made stating  If they are not received by Jan 1 a fee that will be equal to double the original assessment will be imposed to local not compliant to the set deadline.  Only accept ions that will be considered are for those registered after the set deadline.  Motion passed.  

Officials Report – Mike Reger, RIC

164 names on list of those attending seminars 

There has been a drop in ref numbers 50% of applicants do not complete the process to become referees.  

Two main reasons for decline are: 

1.  The referees do not get enough games 

2.  Abuse from coaches 

More attentions need to be given to the 1st year refs.  There needs to be more recruiting by local associations.  Most refs felt that the block scheduling worked well.  

There are three officials going to instructor program in Colorado.  This will enable them to train future referees and they will be able to conduct all seminars.  

Seminar list will be the same as last year.  Sioux Falls and Rapid in Septembers and the others in October.  Schedule will be sent our when available.  

What can be done to help improve numbers of refs:  

Need to increase number of level three refs.  
Encourage associations to recommend candidates to be trained.  

More mentors are needed for lower level refs.  This was expressed to our greatest need to get more referees.  

It was asked that a proposal be brought back to fall meeting to spend the $4000.00 to develop a mentoring program.  

Note was made that this was one of the first years there were not numerous complaints by the Varsity level coaches.  

Discipline Report – Jeff McKinney, VP
A report listing all penalties for the year was handed out for review.  

It was reported that there were fewer games misconducts this year.  Last year there were 99, this year there were 45.  

Carry over penalties were reviewed.  Both Watertown and Rushmore have one that will carry over.  All others were seniors.  

Huron went from the most penalties to the least this year.  

There were 13 fighting penalties this year.  It was the opinion of most that this was more of a control issue by refs to keep control of the game.  

Future proposals:  

- If there is a call that a coach is abusive to the referee, they need to appear before the discipline committee.  

- Implementation of a discipline measure if there are violations of playing rules.  

- Control of seniors in the last game of the season.  What steps need to be made to control this issue?  

Officials scheduling updates, Jeff McKinney, Jodi Sterret
The task of scheduling officials was divided up between levels.  

Jodi scheduled peewees and Bantams 

Jeff scheduled Girls, JV/Varsity 
It was difficult to find refs to cover the Bantam games.  

Coaching Report
 Randy Honkomp, CIC  Randy was not present for the meeting.  
Dan French made a request for reimbursement for coach’s clinics.  Asked that reimbursement come from the state and have USA/District pay honorarium fee to state.  

A motion made by Brian Vanliere to have money come out of coaching fund and have state reimbursed by USA/District.  
Second by Steve Jorgenson.  

Motion passed 

Randy is to follow up on reimbursement.  

A motion was made by Vince Foley to amend the motion to have coaches accountable before stipulate is paid.  
Second by Steve Jorgenson.  
Motion was defeated with a vote of 18 no 9 yes
Vince Foley recommended that there by more clinics held so that more can attend.  He questioned why there could not be someone trained from each association to conduct clinic.  
Northern Plains District does not allow each association to have an instructor.  Each instructor must have approval from both the SD Coaching Director and the NPD.  

It was suggested that there be more alternatives dates for the clinics instead of limiting it to one weekend.  
Current schedule for Clinics is as follows:  

Level 1  November 1st and November 9th 

Level  2 November 2nd 

Level 3 November 8th 

It was requested that a different schedule be considered for the clinics and a proposal be brought to the board.  
Dan recommends that an additional candidate be requested to assist them with clinics.  

Dan and Randy will visit with Bob Gillian to get an additional trainer.  

Dan French ACE Coordinator

Dan reported that the he felt the locals underutilized the information offered by the ACE. 
Materials will be distributed to the locals on how to follow USA standards.  

Dave Smith  Selects Report :    Dave was not present at the meeting 

Local Association Reports:
Aberdeen:  Numbers are down.  Working at getting more funding to assist with costs, and developing programs to help with declining numbers.  

Big Stone:  Good winter for outdoor ice.  Numbers for mites and squirts are up.  
Brookings:  Numbers are down a little.  Incentives for 1st year skaters helped increase numbers at this level.  Ice is going down the end of March.  They will put ice up in July for camps for 2 weeks and possible tournament.
Huron:  Acquired property and looking at possible second sheet of ice.  Coaching incentives were given to help acquire coaches.  Will be holding a camp July 28th.  

Pierre:  Numbers are up.  Camp scheduled for October.  

Mitchell:  State Varsity tournament went very well.  Numbers are up due to girls program.  Struggle with numbers at middle school age.  Dehumidification system possible for next year.  

Rushmore:  Construction complete of concession area.  Number up 20%.  Starting house program for 9-12 year olds.  

Sioux Falls:  Numbers are up.  Growth of in house program.   Land has been donated, enough to house 3 sheets of ice indoor and 1 outdoor.   Construction may start June of 2009.  Would like to keep completely private to they can manage the rink on their own.  Senior Ice bowl is set for November 22nd.  

Watertown:  Numbers are down.  Hockey incentive with city to promote hockey program.  Looking to request an addition to existing rink, which is county, owned once the new board members are in office.  

Yankton:  Going into 3rd year.  Number growth is good.  Growing at all levels.  Addition of locker rooms for next fall.  Would like to be considered by the state to be put into rotation for state tournaments.  

Dave Tronnes past President and NPD representative:  
Dave was not present at the meeting but sent a report on issues that he would like to see addressed by the SDAHA board.  

Dave would like to see the state to give some guidance to the local associations in regards to the mite and squirt levels.  There has been some concern as to the broad guidelines for this level.  Some suggestions to assist in this would be to limit play for these levels across the board, implement cross-ice as a standard instead of an option.  The use of The One Goal program to help furnish equipment for these levels was also suggested.  Further discussion on these matters will be brought up at the upcoming fall meeting.  

A recommendation to have SF split geographically was outlined in this report.  

Dave has volunteered to serve on any committee, which is necessary to help implement any of the ideas set forth in the report.  

Tom Hitchcock, SDAHA Presidents Report/Comments 
Tom brought up the need to decide where the state would like to specify use for the USA Hockey Block Grant.  Some possibilities for this grant are, player development, ACE program, women’s programs, district coaching seminars, cross ice programs, parent education programs or The One Goal program.  

After much discussion, it was decided to apply for the grant under The One Goal Program.  

The decision on how to split up the equipment purchased would be discussed at the fall meeting.  

Tom Honkomp  Website updates, 
Tom attended a meeting in Colorado to learn more about the current system being used by USA.  There are still many challenges to learning the new system.  Work is continuing to get the state up to speed using the new system.  As with all new programs, this will take some time.  

Jeff McKinney, Pointstreak updates
Point streak was a good success.  It was utilized quite a bit with up to 3769 hits in the weeks of March.  

Peewee and Bantam Tournaments working to only print out standings and game scores.  No statistics for peewees and Bantams as of now.  

Pointstreak will be offering some additional discounts.  A proposal will be presented at the upcoming fall meeting.  

We will remain using paper copies of score sheets for the games.  There is a possibility that they will be able to go without in future.  

Upgrades for pointstreak are automatic.  

Stampede paid $1,500 (?) both the 2008 and 2009 season.  Possible sponsorship to pay players fees, associations and their local businesses can advertise and sponsor pointstreak.  Those interested and would like to know more about the options available can contact Jeff.

SDAHA membership request from Sioux Center Hockey Association (see letter)

Letter from Sioux Center was reviewed.  Discussion was held about their current numbers, and level of play.  

Motion was made by Terry Pedersen to allow Sioux Center to join our state association.  Second was made by Dan French.  

Motion carried.  

Admission to SDAHA will be contingent on Sioux Center being released from MWD.

Report from League Scheduling Committee:
Vince Foley reported on behalf of the scheduling committee.  

Most felt that block scheduling worked well this past year.  Some conflicts did come into play when changes needed to be made to accommodate tournaments.  
The committee would like to determine a new method of scheduling.  

There was a consensus that the schedule should remain consistent from year to year.  

Discussion of travel partners was introduced.  Sample groups are Aberdeen and Watertown, Brookings and Sioux Falls, Huron and Mitchell, Pierre and Rapid.  

Recommendations from associations:  

Aberdeen:  Optimum games, would consider divisional concept, and a set schedule year to year.  They would like to see home and away games more evenly divided instead of them all at the beginning or end of the season as was done in this past year.  
Brookings:  Three game schedule does not work, would like to see two game schedule.  Would consider divisional concept, would like to be able to host tournaments at all levels.  
Huron:  Would like 21 games, would consider divisional play (how would this be implemented?) Would like to see more research done and more comparisons with North Dakota and Minn. Before implementation of this for the upcoming year.  
Mitchell:  Would like to see proposal of divisional play.   Would like schedule to allow tournaments in lower divisions.  No problem with number of games.  

Pierre:  Would consider divisional play.  Would like 20 or 21 games.  Would like opportunity to participate in tournaments.   Recommends the committee seek a software program to make determining parameters easier.  

Rushmore:  Would like to see 20 games.  Need to have diversity in schedule to host tournaments.  

Sioux Falls:  Would like to see more games.  Currently they play up to 41 games.  Recommend finding tournaments around open weekends.  

Watertown:  Divisional play an option.  Would like to see league play more than divisional play.  

Yankton:  Would like 16 to 21 games.  Would consider divisional play and possible travel partner concept depending on proposal brought to board.  

No determination on set number of games was decided; with consensus of 16 – 21 games at the varsity level.  Board is asking committee to bring back proposals for further discussion.  
Review of state tournament fees:  Discussion was deferred to fall meeting 
Old Business

· Carry over from Fall Meeting

· JV/U-14 League Tournament dates (see also proposal #5)
· Conference Calls –Mike Reger will participate in future conference calls.  
New Business:

PROPOSALS

Proposal 1  
We would like to go to 4 penalties instead of 3 for disqualification and ejection from the game.

Reasoning:

It is not hard to get 3 penalties in one game, especially if your team has only 2 lines. These kids play more hockey than the kids that have a full roster

Proposal rescinded by Yankton 

Proposal 2
We would like to propose South Dakota use a 2 ref system up through Bantams.

Reasoning: 

This way, both Refs can call penalties, and more of the “behind the play” calls will be seen. This would also “increase” our number of Refs. Use a 2 ref, one linesman system. They are doing this in MN. 

Note:  USA Hockey does not allow this system.

Proposal deferred to fall meeting 

************************************************************************************************************************
Proposal 3  
I would like to propose 2 weekends of “NO STATE GAMES” during January 09 so that I can have SD Select tryouts.  I will find locations to have these tryouts.  I think we would have better participation if we had these camps during the season instead of a month after the season.  I will figure out how to make it work if I know that I have two weekends to work with.  Call it a SD Select Jamboree.  I don’t care what we call it, but it needs to be done during the season in SD to get closer to full participation from each local.  

Dave Smith

SD Select Director

Proposal deferred to fall meeting 

************************************************************************************************************************
Proposal 4 
Reasoning:  Hockey is growing in South Dakota, but we have a wide variety in number of players available to make up teams due to population differences.  What happens is inevitable.  We get discouraged associations and teams that feel they have no chance to win at a higher level because the playing field is not fair.  
Most of the other sports in South Dakota split by size to allow a fair playing field for all teams.  To have one to three high schools to be a part of one association may not be avoidable.  But to have one high school for one association and seven for another should be avoided, if possible.  To grow hockey in South Dakota, we need to create an atmosphere where all teams can believe they have a same benefits as any other team.  
In addition, this creates a larger field of teams.  If you check with associations in other states, larger cities have more than one team and association.  How can that city grow their hockey programs if they are limiting their teams?  South Dakota is currently one of the few states that do not require multiple associations/teams within larger cities. 

Proposal:

Once an organization is established, require associations to split geographically by population size.  How this geographic split is determined would be determined by plans submitted to the state board for approval by the association(s) involved.  Recommendation:  Set a population limit at which an association must make this geographic split (50,000?  100,000?).  Use splits based on high schools locations, population areas, splits made previously by other sports organizations for the same reasons, etc.
Motion:  The motion made by Bob Marquardt of Watertown reads.

"Sioux Falls must come back to the SDAHA fall meeting in September of 2008 
with plans to split teams geographically for the 2009-2010 season."

It was seconded by Steph Bennett.
Discussion:  Jon Carroll felt that this motion was unfair to Sioux Falls.  Their numbers are just beginning to climb.  They are in the process of getting funding for a new facility and this would have an impact on how their program will grow.  They would like to have this proposal delayed until they have more ice time and more numbers.  

Jeff Mckinney expressed some points of concern with proposal. 

1.  Where do you set the break point on population?  20, 50, or 100,000.   
2.  He felt that a geographic split would not be appropriate for this program due to the numbers.  

3.  Does the board want Sioux Falls to have two associations or two teams?  

The question of timing on this proposal was brought up.   

It was discussed that with the population base of Sioux Falls they should have the numbers to divide the teams so that they are more evenly divided.  
When called to vote by hand count, vote totals were yes 18 no 5.

************************************************************************************************************************
Proposal 5
Reasoning:

We just do not have enough weekends for all the events we wish to have at the end of the season with the tournament scheduling as it currently is handled.  The Jr. Varsity tournament has created more problems than it has been good for the teams, as many know it is the end of the season for them and they don’t care if they win or lose.  We also need more weekends for selects, varsity games, peewee games, etc.  Teams will then be able to play right up until their respective tournaments instead of having an “idle” week end, where they have no games immediately prior to playing in their state tournament.

Proposal:

Relook at how our tournaments are scheduled.  

Possibility/proposal:  Please see example schedule (not attached to e-mail, but will be available at the meeting)
Put the Jr. Varsity and GU14 tournaments on the weekend currently used for the peewee tournaments.  Give the GU14 tournament to the “off year” team at this time (until Yankton, or other teams, become a complete SDAHA team organization).  This tournament would not be the end of the games for the teams, as they would continue to play for the league championship.   Seed the teams according to their seeding at the time of the tournament.  Then, combine the peewee and bantam weekends.  Combine the Girls Varsity and Boys Varsity weekends.  Have these varsity tournaments in two locations, with the Sunday championship games combined.  Play the Friday and Saturday games as usual, but have the Sunday games split, with the Championship games for both teams at the same location.  Move a lower place game to the other location or eliminate the 7th-8th place games.
The only time traveling would become an issue for the teams would be a far west side tournament (such as Rapid City) and a far east side tournament (such as Watertown).  We will need to look at the future schedules to see how this can be avoided.  That would not happen until 2015, as the schedule currently stands.

You will note that there are two weekends for selects in January, as requested by Dave Smith.

************************************************************************************************************************Proposal 6

It is hereby proposed that U19 girls play 17 minute periods.

For example:  17 minutes periods are played by boys JV and Varsity levels.
Motion to set periods at 17 minutes by Brian VanLiere, and second by Steph Bennett 

hand vote counted 13 yes 10 no.  Motion passed.  

Proposal  7

It is hereby proposed that U19 girl’s games immediately precede Boys Varsity games during the league block scheduling.


For example:  A block schedule would schedule games with U14 girl’s first, Boys JV follows, then U19 girls followed by Boys Varsity.


Benefits:  Opportunity for SDAHA to showcase both Varsity level games that are at the top level of both boys and girls play.  Allows any local program that is sharing players who float between JV & Varsity boys teams and U14 & U19 girls teams to rest between games.  Grants the U19 girls the same referee opportunities as the boys.  Radio media coverage is more feasible for girls’ games when radio stations setup and personnel coverage is in a back to back game environment.
Table to fall meeting 

Proposal  8

It is hereby proposed that some modification to the rules regarding approval of U19girls playing High School teams be considered.

The current rules in regards to playing high school teams are summarized as follows:

- A team is limited to 5 games per season.

- A team needs to have a written notification that lists who, when and where you play

- If a team is playing in a high school tournament, it needs to be a Round Robin format so that it is known who and when you will play before attending.

The proposed modification to the rules regarding U19 girls playing High School teams is:

- A team is limited to 5 games per season.

- When high school team opponents are known prior to the game, a written notification that lists who, when and where you play will be completed and submitted to the SDAHA Registrar.

- If a team will be playing in an 8 team high school tournament, it needs to be a Round Robin format so that you know who and when you will play before attending.  a written notification of attendance in a respective tournament will be submitted to the SDAHA Registrar.  This prior written notification will list all 8 teams scheduled in a tournament bracket.  A follow up written notification that lists who, when and where you actually played should be completed 1 week after the tournament.
This modified language will allow some flexibility to schedule tournaments opportunities with high school teams from Minnesota, North Dakota, etc and the review of current procedures is one that allows SDAHA U19 teams to attend 8 team bracket tournaments that may have High School teams present.  Weekend tournament opportunities have been somewhat limited by the SDAHA block scheduling, so when tournaments are available on the free SDAHA league weekend, the girls may be restricted from attending a tournament simply because it is an 8 team bracket tournament instead of a round robin tournament.  The requirement to have the SDAHA registrar approve all games with high school opponents prior to the game does not fit with 8 team tournaments held with winners traveling one direction through the bracket and losers another direction and opponents are known shortly before the game is played.
Withdrawn by Brookings 

***********************************************************************************************************************
Proposal  9


It is hereby proposed that U14 girls become part of SDAHA league play with 15 minute periods of play and an end of year state tournament.


The U14 program, as it existed during the 2007/2008 season, was very successful for girls’ hockey development and SDAHA should continue to build on that success to formally accept this age group as part of the league.

Motion made by Brian VanLiere and second by Dan Mullin.  Discussion was held and Brookings rescinded motion.  Amendment to motion to make U14 a Junior Varsity team with 15 minute periods.  Second by Dan Mullin.  

Hand vote counted 15 yes and 9 no. Motion carried.  

***********************************************************************************************************************
 Proposal 10
 WARM UP / START TIME REWORDING

As written:

5.  Games

A.  Warm-up and Starting Times

1. Warm-ups shall not exceed 8 minutes for peewees and 10 minutes for bantam and varsity/jr. varsity teams.  Initial resurfacing for the Varsity/Jr. Varsity level will be done AFTER warm-ups and prior to the start of the game. (9/06)

4. All varsity/jr. varsity games shall start on clean ice, following warm-ups (9/06), which shall be also be resurfaced between the periods but not between the end of the 3rd period and the start of an overtime period.

Proposal:

Eliminate Jr. Varsity from wording in paragraphs 1. and 4. above.   

This eliminates the need to get to the rink 15 minutes earlier than if the JV warm up on clean ice and go right into their game.  

Motion to move by Vince Foley second by Rob Kittay.  Motion passed.  

************************************************************************************************************************
Proposal 11 

Proposal from SDAHA Varsity Coaches:  To move the Bantam boys into a block for scheduling with the boys JV Varsity.

Objective:
In the case that block scheduling is implemented for the 2008-2009 season, to provide an opportunity for what the varsity coaches believe would be a better structure for development of players, coaches, and officials.

Reasons:
Utilize officials for faster paced game.

Varsity coaches can watch future players.

Future players can watch varsity tempo.

Varsity coaches and top officials can help curb discipline issues that are common at bantam age group.

Give girl’s varsity their own prime time slot.

JV/Varsity players can potentially officiate Bantam C games with top officials as mentors.

Details:
The fact that most varsity level coaches this past season only got to watch, at most, two or three bantam games is not an effective developmental tool for building programs.  

Forward Thinking:  IF SDAHA decides to go forward with block scheduling, the varsity coaches would like to see that we exercise all options as far as setting these blocks.

Motion to move by Vince Foley second by Rob Kittay.  Motion passed. 
************************************************************************************************************************
Proposal 12 

Submitted by Varsity Coaches Committee

SDAHA STATE TOURNAMENT RULES
16. Tournament Rules:

A. Teams shall be seeded in the order of finish in SDAHA league play (ranked by points with two points for a win and one point for a tie or an overtime loss (9/03)). If two or more teams are tied for position in the final league standings, the following tie breaking procedure shall be used in the order listed (Playing Rules/Adm. Rules 6B):

1.SDAHA league season win/loss record between the tied teams. If this does not break the tie, then:

2.Goal differential in all SDAHA league games involving the tied teams. If this does not break the tie:

3. Goal differential in all SDAHA league games for the tied teams. If this does not break the tie:

4. Coin Flip.

B. The higher seeded team shall always be the home team. The home team will wear light jerseys; the visiting team shall wear dark jerseys.

C. No protests shall be allowed on the playing rules.

D. League champions are determined from the procedure approved 4/99. (SDAHA Playing Rules/Administrative Rules 6.F). If still tied, they will be co-champs.

E. In the Youth Varsity and JV State Tournaments only, there will be no places determined other than Consolation Championship (5th/6th Places), 3rd Place Championship (3rd/4th Places), and Championship (1st /2nd Places).

Reasoning-Two teams are 0-2 after consolation semifinals. What is there to determine? Does a team get satisfaction from winning a game and getting seventh place at the expense of another team then becoming 0-3. From experience many players have asked “Why are we playing this game?” If your team has not played enough games during year, then players/parents should have had the team schedule more games. The State Tournament is not the time to be getting extra games. In the 2007 State Tournament in RC, all game times had to be adjusted just to get this game in, and it was played late Saturday nite. There have problems with players’ conduct in this game including the 7th place game at the 2008 State Varsity Tournament where there was a fight at the conclusion of the game.

Motion to eliminate 7th and 8th place game for Boys JV/Varsity tournaments made by Dan Mullin and second by Steve Jorgenson.  Motion passed.  
********************************************************************************************************************
Proposal 13 

Objective -  Elimination of JV state tournament the week before the boys varsity state tournament.  Replace state tournament with JV League tournament the first weekend in February.

Reasons:

Eliminate week gap between final league varsity game and varsity state tourney.

Eliminate JV eligibility questions.

Further, minimize perception that teams are being stacked to win JV state tourney.

Provide a quality tournament for true JV players because less varsity players will be participating.

Minimize senior JV players taking excessive penalties in last games.

Increase focus on varsity tournament.

Girls Varsity should probably have their own weekend.

Quality officials are not spread too thin at 2 different tourneys.

Details:  All SD teams are required to participate to ensure host association receives revenue.

JV league ends with last scheduled game the same week as the last varsity game.  JV league champions can be recognized at Varsity tournament.

Options:

Round robin format.

Only winners (or top 2 winners) of pool play on Sunday.  This eliminates the bottom place games where much of the trouble comes from.  

Round robin format also eliminates need for complete seeding results base on league record.

Girls varsity the same weekend and place as boys varsity.  (Would need to be a dual rink.  Brookings - Sioux Falls?  Rapid with city arena?  Revenue sharing.)

Forward thinking:

Girls U14 will be another tourney to fit into our busy tournament schedule in late Feb.
After much discussion, it was the consensus of the board that JV should keep their tournament.  

Proposal was tabled to the fall meeting.  
**********************************************************************************************************************
Proposal 14 

RESURFACING

As written:

5.  Games

C.  Resurfacing

1. Peewee games shall be started on clean ice and need not be resurfaced during the course of the game; resurfacing will be at the local association’s choice and must be declared prior to game time. (4/05)

2. Bantam and Girls Development games shall be started on clean ice and need only be resurfaced between the 2nd and 3rd periods. (4/05)

4. All varsity/jr. varsity games shall start on clean ice, following warm-ups (9/06), which shall be also be resurfaced between the periods but not between the end of the 3rd period and the start of an overtime period.

Proposal:

Remove Jr. Varsity from #4 and include Jr. Varsity with #2 

We could add the following note to #2 (like it is :  resurfacing between 1st and second period will be at the local association’s choice and must be declared prior to game time.

Keep in mind, if we go to a Jr. Gold A or B tournament, most of the time, we warm up for 5-10 minutes and play 2 period before a resurface.  Our league play would be the same way.  

Reasons:

It shortens the time to play making the late nights a little earlier.

It is less pressure on the ice.  Many varsity games had terrible problems with the ice setting, especially after 3 games worth of resurfacing prior to the varsity game.  This would eliminate 1 resurfacing (Hot water warms the ice temp and by the end of a day it’s too much for some arenas) 

Motion for proposal was made by Dan Mullin and second by Rob Kittay.  Motion passed. 

Discussion Item:  (Tom Hitchcock)

What should we do with Girls U14 play.  Do we need to also roster as high school?  If high school, they are allowed to do tag up.  We need to be non-gender specific, so do we roster as JV/Varsity, and GU14 and GU19 for non-league?
Discussion Item: (Yankton)
We need to be addressing abusive language by players/coaches.  How do we get the officials to address and enforce our zero tolerance rules?
Suggested to use ACE coordinator and to reinforce zero tolerance rules at facilities.  
· Committee and Volunteer needs

· Elections
-     Floor nominations

· Election Vice President  Jeff McKinney nominated by Jon Carroll, second by Steve Jorgenson nomination  passed 

· Treasurer Tom Honkomp nominated by Denny Johnson, second by Steve Jorgenson nomination  passed 

· Fall Meeting Dates and Information:  Board would like to see meeting move to a one-day event.  Next meeting will be held in Pierre.  Saturday only.  
 Meeting Adjourned 
